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Naval Officer In-charge, Fort Complex, Madras Naval Headquarters,
New Delhi, Flag Officer Commanding in Chief, Eastern Naval Command
Vizagapattinam  yoauis@s@ oy du Qe adev Q& fufer
afaugLb & (HLT Mt

“It has beca brought to the notice of the Government that a mechani-
zed Boat TJC 302 which went for fishing on 16th March 1992 with 7
Fishermen is missing. It was last seen near Akkaraipettai arca. Kindly
arrange for an acrial scarch of the missing boat and the 7 Fishermen of
Akkaraipettai. The result of the search may please be intimated
urgently.”

urgst  Argwi §@. 9.6 5rOwwrmes e s ens @b
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** On 16th March 1992, 7 Fishermen of Akkaraipettai village of
Nagapattinam Dist ict in Tamil Nadu who set sailin TIC302 mechanized
Boat are believed to have been taken into custody by Sri Lankan Naval
personnel. It is feared that the lives of these 7 fishermen are in dsz’c\r
Protesting against this about 1500 fishermen owning 320 boats did not
go for fishing from 2Ist March 1992 onwards. This incident is likely
to infuriate our Fishermen in this area. Serious law and order sftuzﬁiofl
is developing in the coastal areas of Tamil Nadu. In the above cir-
cumst .nces I urge vou to kindly take up the matter with the Go-vernnmnt
of Sri Lanka and prevail upon them to set the Fishermen free immcdia.t:l ;
and return them to India safely. Kindly ensure that the Sy Lank\:u)x
Navy do not indulge in such activitics in future, which cause dan Ler

o the lives or the Fishermen engaged in fishing in this area and ,ﬁw
L:ause damage to the propertics of the Fishermen. | would lil/:e to
request you to make an appeal to the Government of Sri Lanl\:a t
compensate adequately for the loss of properties caused in this incid ?
as well as in the earlier incidents of this nature.” mnmqﬂ@ EL._E:_:'
GuTam ‘agq@mﬁa@a’;@ 56T DT 5 Qe Q5 Mujih, A8 8w
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“My dear Jayalalithaji,

I have received your letter of February 15th and also your earlier
letter of August [1th 1991 concerning Katchatheevu Island. The
question of Katchatheevu Island has important policy implications
and must therefore be examined with considerable care and attention.
1 have asked the Ministry of External Affairs to make a thcrough and
detailed study of this subject. We have already taken up with theSri-
lankan Government,the cases of harassment of our fishermen who may
have strayed across the International boundary, so that they are treated
fairly and in aocc rdance with humanitarian principles. I had raised this
issue specifically with President Premadasa when I met him in Colomb o
during the SAARC summit in December last year. The incident that
you have mentioned in your letter is being taken up strongly with the
Srilankan Government. I shall keep in touch with you concerning these
matters. With regards,

Yours sincerely,
P. V. NARASIMHA RAO.’’
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