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ety 3 ;
GISLATIVE ASSEYBLY.

& -4 i < : ;i
* ‘Monday, 30th June 1952.

The House met in the Legislative Assembly Chamber,
Government Estate, Mount Road, Madras, at balf past ten of the

clock, Mr. Speaker (rHE. HoN. Sri J. SIVASHANMUGAM
PILLAY) in the Chair. .

[Note.—An asterisk (*) at the of a speech tos revision
by the Member.]

I.—PRIVILEGE;MOTION REZ LEAKAGE OF BUDGET
*" PROPOSALS.

Mg. SPEAKER :—* The Leader of the Opposition Mr. Viswa-
natham has given notice of a Motion which reads’as follows :—
- ‘ Certain newspapers published some -of the taxation pro-

als contained in the Budget speech of the Finance Minister
ﬁre‘th;u a week before they were made available to' this House,
yesterday evening. Ordinance ITI of 1952, dated 19th June 1952,
recites in its' Preamble that the intention of the Government to
increase the retail sales tax on petrol had been given wide publicity
in an unauthorized way. Therefore, a breach of Privilege of the
House has occurred. I move that the matter be referred to the
Committee of Privileges to be constituted.’

I wish to know from the hon. Member Mr. Viswanatham whether

such & thing has occurred anywhere in any Parliament and, if so,
whether it was considered as a breach of Privilege.”

* Sm T. VISWANATHAM :—* Mr. Speaker, Sir, you have
put me a very; very wide question whether it has happened in any
other Parliament. It is not possible even for the great Constitu-
tionalists of Madras to answer the question off-hand. = All that
I can do is to take you through the present provisions of the Consti-
tution and certain precedents which are given in May’s Parliament-
ary Practice as we are also guided by May’s Parhamentary Practice
in this matter.”’ =

Mr. SPEAKER :—* Kindly quote the page.’’

* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—** I-will quote the page, Sir.
I am only introducing myself just now: T can only quote May’s
Parliamentary Praectice for, under the Constitution, in all matters
which are not expressly mentioned in the Article relating to Privi-
leges, we are guided by the English practice and, therefore, Sir,
I can confine myself only to May’s Parliamentary Practice and
to what has actually happened here. Therefore, Sir, in order to
keep the House fully informed, I would first of all submit to you
what has happened, i.e., what has appeared in the newspapers.
On the 19th June 1952, the Indian Eazpress published the follow-
ing :—

% « New Madras Budget—Likely Tazation Proposals.
Madras June 18th.

According to some reports which however lack confirmation, the following
ls for ing tho of the State are under consideration :—

(i) A slight increnso in the existing tax on sale of motor spirit by two
annas per gallon ;
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nt Levyin Tespect of areas benefited by new irrigation

tment of the sales tax structure if possible wi i
thegs possil with a view to

Sir, I request you to note also the next paragraph—

“ Bince it is felt that any increase in“t ‘may indi
e s are Qie incret in -:“on petrol mnz) indirectly affect
by which bus-owners would be paid rebate, eto. *

The previous day, on the.18th.June 1952, The Mail published the

following :—
¢ Probable taxes i Madras—Rs, 50,00,000 expeoted.

* New taxes hinted at by the Chief Minister Sri C, Rajagopalachari duri
his tour of Rayalaseema may bring in an to Tovent 0
s S The);‘ muy_bendd‘; = weg_n revenue of Rs. 50,00,000, it
Sir /it is not merely a general statement; i6'givés speeific details—

 "There may be additional tax on petrol. Botterment e land
tax onland growing i m'qps,-'ep° i besides a s N :o#
tax on agricultural incomes.’

¢ Like Hyderabad and Bombay, Madras may levy an additional tax on

ge',ml. The burden of this, it is said, may fall mainly “on private car-owners,
ubalso affect bus-owners.’ -

A tax on agricultural incomes is also suggested.”

Sir, these are some specific references to the-proposals contained
in the Finance Minister’s Budget speech. Particularly you will
be pleased to see that not merely a tax on petrol 'was forecast, but
the attempt to give relief to bus-owners was also mentioned there.
Therefore, Sir, I have no doubt that the Budget proposals had
been taken away; and it is not my statement;-it is the inference of
the Cabinet of which Sri C. Rajagopalachari is the Chief Minister.
This is what the Ordinance says—

¢ Whereas ion about the i ion of the G of Madras
to obtain the app of the Legislative Assembly to an inerease in the existing
tax on retail sales of petrol from the present rate of four annas per gallon to six
annas per g.uonhn’feen unauthorizedly obtained and given wide publicity

Sir, the Government enquired into the matter, applied their mind
to it-and came to the definite conclusion that it had been unautho-
rizedly obtained and given wide publicity.”"

Mg. SPEAKER:—* If 'that is the case, the Government can
take action under the Official Secrets Act. = The question before
the House is whether it is a breach of Privilege of the House."

* Sp1 T. VISWANATHAM :—** Sir, what action the Govern-
ment are going to take, it is their look-out. The breach of Privilege
of the House consists in the fact that the information has been
published in newspapers before bringing the matter before the
House for consideration. I am only on the point of fact. The
Government have given a specific statement that the information
has, according to them, been unauthorizedly obtained and given
wide publicity. Therefore, Sir, there is no doubt that the Govern-
ment were of the opinion on the 19th June 1952y as I am today
of the same opinion, that this information was given out
unauthorizedly or otherwise.
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‘“ Bir, the next question which you were pleased to ask in the
very inning is whether there was any precedent in any other
Parliament. I have not been able to get, the House of Commons
Debates of 1909 as the Library is far away. I have only just now
sent a messenger and I did not expect that this: question would
come up now 6 soon.’’

1
" Mr. SPEAKER :—‘* A Motion of breach of Privilege has got
precedence over other items of Business.” .

*Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—'‘ On'“page 363. of May’s
Parliamentary Practiée under * Raising Matters of Privilege in the
Commons,” it ig-#aid :

¢ Certain urgent matters, Such as assaults upon or insults to. members, or
ication to & pap a a T v ofa bill which
is to be introduced the next day, after the memorandum has been pxmnwd and .
ordered to be printed, but before it is available for members, if they uld ocour
ing a sitting of the House, may be raised at once in spite of the ipterruption

of a debate br.other proceedings ., . .”

Mr.. SPEAKER :— /It is about Bills. How can it be
applied to Budget proposals? »

* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ T shall explain.it, Sir:

“ I submit,-8ir, whether it is a Bill or a Memorandum or
whether it is an intention of the Cabinet or whether it is an oral
communication made by a Member of the Cabinet; the result is
the same, viz., the intention of the Government had been com-
municated to the Press earlier than it was made available to the
Members of the House. That is the gist of the case and that is
what May says : making it available before it is made available
to the Members. Whether it had been actually unauthorizedly
obtained or whether it was authorizedly given,.all that does not
matter. Whether it was unauthorized or by indiscretion the in-
formation went: into the newspapers. The Government say that
it has been taken away unauthorizedly and, therefore, I.say it had
been made available to the newspapers earlier than it was made
available to the Members.”

Mr. SPEAKER :—'‘ The hon. Member 'is" speaking on the
quotation from May’s Parliamentary Practice. But, it applies to
Bills and not to Budget proposals.””

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*“T know, Sir. What applies
to Bills applies also to Budget proposals in so far as they were
made available to the Press earlier than they were made available
to the Members.”’

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ Will you please refer to page 119 of
May’s Parliamentary Practice and read ‘ Premature Publication of
a Committee's proceedings or evidence ’? '’

®*Smrr T. VISWANATHAM :—“ Tt may apply to Budget
proposals also.” 3

MR, SPEAKER ;—*‘ No, it is a different matter,”
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- *Smr T. VISWANATHAM :—*" Then, Sir, the question is
whether we have got any precedents. The issue of Budget proposals
did not - go to the Committed of Privileges at any time. - When
there was a case for being referred to the Committee of Privileges,
the Minister (Sir Hugh Dalton) immediately resigned and there
was no necessity for referring it to the Committee of Privileges.

"jl‘hirefore, the case does not find a place in the Book of Prece-
ents.’’ >,

MR.. SPEAKER :—'“What ‘about the Thomas case?
Mr. Thomas was_the Secretary ofiState for Colonies and during
his time the Manchester Guardian published ‘certain proposals of
the Budget. ~At: that time there was a /Tribunal and the matter
was referred to it'under the Tribunals of Enqtiry“Act and not to
the Comumittee of Privileges.”’

* Sp1 T. VISWANATHAM :—* It is all.the more serious, Sir.
There was a Tribunal at that time in England.” Our Assembly
has not.yet passed legislation to appoint a Tribunal for this pur-
pose; T think the Central Government are already. thinking of
bringing forward such a measure. Therefore, Sir, when once it

li)s admitted that the matter has been published in the newspapers
efore 2

Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘ The question before the House is ‘whether
it is a breach of Privilege of the House.””

* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—‘ Tt is' a breach of ‘Privilege
of the House when the Budget proposals had been made available
to the Press earlier than they were made available to the Members
of the House. I will give you a small instance to show how we have
to look at this. Some time ago, as soon as this' Government came
into office, the newspapers published a programme for the first
Assembly session. I then wrote to the Hon. the Chief Minister
how the newspapers could publish the programme whereas nothing
had been made known to the Members. I enguired-of the Speaker's
Office and the Speaker’s Office also did mot know anything. The
Hon. the Chief Minister replied to me saying,. ' Yes, it is unautho-
rized. Hereafter I will see that the information is made available
to the Members before it is made available to others.” Sir, the
Hon. the Chief Minister also is as jealous or should be as jealous
as any other Member of this House in' guarding the Privileges of
the House and seeing that information of this nature is not given
to the Press earlier than it is made available to the Members.

“Tt is a privilege of every Member of this House. It is a
privilege of the entire House and it is a privilege which I am

‘requesting you to protect. Otherwise, there would be nothing

sacred about this Assembly. We are Members of this Hous_e first
and foremost. Are we to sit calmly when the Press is going on
commenting about Budget proposals when we are not aware of the
same? When I go outside, people ask me, ‘Daogyou know any-
thing about what the Press is saying? You represent a constituency
and surely you must know something about this.” Then another
Member is asked, ‘ You are a very important man, and as such
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you must be able to tell me something about the Budget. When
the information has been made available to the Press, how is it you
are not aware of the same? ’° He thas to answer them by saying,
*No, no, surely I do not know anything. ~ Perhaps the Chief
Minister knows all about this.”

‘‘ Therefore, I submit, Sir, that inasmuch as the information
“about the Budget proposals had been made available to the Press
before the same was made available to the Members of this House,
the dignity of the whole House and the Privilege of the entire
House have been affeeted. I once again submit that there can be
no clearer case of ajbreach of Privilege of this House than this one.””

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘ I want the hon. Member:to prove how
this particular, leakage of information constitutes @& breach of
Privilege of the House."’ 5

* 8ry T. VISWANATHAM :—“ 8ir, I thought T had made
myself very clear. The very fact that the Budget proposals had
been made available to others before they were made available to
‘the Members of this House constitutes a grave breach of Privilege
of the House as a whole. T submit that it is necessarily the Privi-
lege of every Member of this House to enquire who is responsible
for this leakage. The Privileges. Committee has got ample powers
to collect information, to call for records, to call witnesses, fix
guilt on the man who is responsible and then report to this House
about its findings. It wonld be for this House then to take appro-
priate  action, The Privileges Committee may recommend that
inasmuch as this is the first instance that such a leakage has ever
occurred, the matter may be treated lightly. Tt is, however, ulti-
mately for this House to sit in judgment and arrive at proper con-
clusions according to the gravity of the offence. T submit, Sir, that
it is the inherent duty of this House fo proceed on these lines.

‘I contend, Sir. that it is the right of the Members of this
House to know the Budget proposals prior to their despatch to the
Press. The Government have themselves admitted that somehow
the matter did reach the Press. Not only that. They have also
specifically stated that. unauthorized publicity has been given to it.

‘““Thus I have absolutely no ‘doubt whatsoever in my mind
that a prima facie case has been made out. + A breach of Privilege
of the Members of this House has been committed. Whether it is
a Bill, a Memorandum or a Budget proposal that has leaked out,
all are on the same level and their prior publication does constitute
a breach of Privilege of this House.”

Mr. SPEAKER:— I am going to allow only one more
Member from the Opposition to speak before ecalling upon the
Government to reply.””

* 8r1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—** Mr. Speaker, T would like to
submit first of all that this is a very serious matter.””

Mz. SPEAKER :—** The Hon. Member need not go on repeat-
ing that the mafter is serious and urgent.”
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* Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—*‘ It is because the matter i a
very serious‘one, I want to make my own submissions. The ques-
tion involves not only the digmity of the Members of this House
individually but that of the House as a whole. Therefore, it is up
to you, Mr. Speaker, to hear us patiently.”’

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘* Let not the hon. Member dictate terms
to the Chair. When the Chair is on its legs the hon. Member
should not stand. I know what I should do and should not do.
I know my duty.”’

* Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—** I ‘respeetfully submit, Sir,
that I was only saying that I should be heard.

‘“ Now the main question that should be considered is whether
this particular leakage involves a breach of Privilege of the House.
Mr. Speaker, you were- good enough to obserye in regard to the
precedent quoted that a Bill was involved in ‘that case. I ma;
respectfully point out, Sir, that' the Finance Bill is a Bill. It
forms part of the Budget proposals and it is a taxation measure.
In Ordinance TIT of 1952 it has been actually stated that the Gov-
ernment would seek the approval of the Legislature for this pro-
posal at a later date. There is no difference between a Budget
proposal and ‘& Bill. The speech of the Finance Minister i
nothing more than an explanation of the proposals which will come
up in the form of a Bill to be introduced later.Therefore I sub-
mit that even if we are to put a narrow interpretation on the
precedent that you were good enough to guote, we find that there
is no difference between that precedent and this one.

““ Apart from this, I should like to point out that it is the
inherent right of the Members of this House to kmnow the Budget
proposals first and foremost before the matter is communicated
to the Press. As such a thing has not happened and the leakage
has occurred, T submit that this is a fit case to be referred to the
Committee of Privileges."”

* Tag Hon. S8r1 C. RAJAGOPALACHART -~ Sir, the main
trend of the arguments advanced by the Leader of the Opposition
and Sri P. Ramamurthi narrows down, to this, viz., that informa-
tion which the Honse is entitled to get on :a particular date has
been got by other people. beforehand, and’ therefore a breach of
Privilege of the House has been committed. So far as I‘ean
see, Sir, this is a Motion arising really out of confns:on of res-
ponsibilities. The Government are responsible in this matter and
the Government’s position has been hurt and injured in this con-
nexion. It is not a privilege of the House that has been broken.
That is my brief answer. (Sri P. Bamnm\grt]hx rose to interrupt)
Let my Friend also follow the ‘ patience rule ’.

« T want hon. Members to think of a very simple case in this
very context. Supposing I had asked my Finance Minister to
bring this measure not in the Budget Session but af some other
time in the. form of a Bill and supposing he had published the Bill
in its entirety in the Gazette for the whole world to know before
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bringing it to the House, it would have been a proper course
according to the procedure prescribed for Bills intended to be ‘in-
troduced into the House.

“I am surpnsed at the trend taken by my hon. Friends. I
have no doubt that they think they have done the right thing in

bringing forws.rd this Motion. I think it is due to confusion of
ideas.

“ Hon. Members sitting opposite to me are no doubt competent
to criticize the Ministers. It.may e that some time those who
occupy the front benches‘opposite may adorn the Treasury Benches.
They feel very anxious that the Privileges of the Cabinet and of
the Government should not be affected. T quite agree with them.

“‘ The only guestion that remains is that a Cabinet intention
was anticipated and published. How the secret was got, we do
not know. . It may be metely a guess by the Press. But because
I considered that it will somehow lead to exploitation, the
Ordinance was issued. That is why in the Preamble to the Ordi-
nance it ‘was specifically stated that unauthorized publicity had
been given. ' As it was apprehended that there would be consider-
able loss of revenue unless the proposal was implemented at once,
the Ordinance was issued. Before a Finance Bill is introduced
it is necessary to go into its working and find out how much it
would bring in.*T do not see any reason whatsoever why a Cabinet
Minister or a Chief Minister should divulge the secret to the Editor
of a newspaper—God only knows why—and issue an Ordinance
the next morning.

‘‘ The question of Privilege of the House does not at all arise.
This_is a matter relating to the Government which they might
consider under the provisions of the Official Secrets Act. It is
the look-out of the Government. If I had any idea of what had
happened I know pretty well to take efficient and effective steps
in the matter. The Opposition need not remind me about all
these.

** Because we considered that the leakage would give room for
exploitation we had to issue'the Ordinance overnight. We regret
the leakage no less than anybody else.” But this is no case where
the Privilege ‘of the House has béen broken. This 1s the single
point I want you, Mr. Speaker, to concentrate upon.’

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*“ I only wish to clear the con-
fusion which the Hon. Chief Minister has just now attributed to
us. The Hon. Chief Minister has told us that it is the Privilege
of the Cabinet that has been broken. I want to emphasize and
I request you, Sir, to follow this point, that it is not merely the
Privilege of the Cabinet but it is the Privilege of the entire House
that has been affected. The Cabinet having been entrusted with
executive functions, it has got certain responsibilities with rega.rd
to dealing with matters which are confidential. I would leave it
to the Chief Minister to decide what he should do or should not
do. What eonsequences would follow the action or inaction on
the part of the Chief Minister, it is for the future to decide.’’
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word of reply, Sir? S - e o

wor:.l §RI T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ You .always have the last

Mg, SPEAKER :—‘‘ The Governm: i
Seply rnment have got a.-nght of

. * Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ The right to raise the ques-
tion of breach of Privilege that-has been committed devolves upon
all the Members of this House whether they sit in the front
benches, back-benches or onthe Treasury Benches. Before the
information reached the Press it ought to have been made known
to the Members of the House. That is the real point. Therefore
I do maintain that there is no confusion whatsoever.

. ‘* The Hon. the Chief Minister gave -an analogy, viz., the pub-
lication of Bills in the Gazette. I submit that our Rules provide
for such a publication in the Gazette when the Tiegislature is not
in session. And so it is a waiver on our part in the public interest.
But this is a clear case where the Privilege of the Members of
this House has been affected. The House did not know the Bud-
get proposals: before they were communicated to the Press. This
does not come within the scope of the Official Seerets Act at all if
I understand that Act aright. Hence I move that the matter be
referred to the Committee of Privileges.”

* Pup Hown. Sri C. RATAGOPALACHARI :—'‘ My Friend
has replied. As far as I can see there is still confusion. ‘With
due respect. to the Iieader of the Opposition, 1 do admit that a
breach of propriety or breach of duty on the part of Government
is always a matter for the House to consider. Nobody denies it.
As I have already stated, the question of Privilege does not at all
arise here. The whole question of Privilege narrows down to this,
viz., was this House entitled to have information before the world
came to Know of it in a particular case? As I have observed, a
Finance. Bill could have been previously published iin the Gazette
and in the newspapers for public information. The arguments of
the Members on the other side are all based on this slender found-
ation. I have shown how, that foundation is wrong and thab
foundation has broken down.

« IT%do not deny that leakage is undesirable. But it is the
responsibility of the Government and not this House to look into
the matter. Under the Official Secrets Act, the Government, if
advised it, would be useful, would take proper action. I maintain
that the Opposition have been partially correct and partially wrong
in their observations. They are partially correct when they say
that the House has got control over the Ministers. But they are
wrong if they imagine that a leakage of an official secret is a

breach of Privilege of the House also.””

Mr. SPEAKER :—" In England two similar cases of leakage
of budget proposuls have occurred; one in 1936, known as the

* Thomas case and the other was the Dalton case which took place
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in 1947. I am having with me the latest edition of May’s Parlia-
-mentary Practice. I will read it for the benefit of the Members
-of thu House :
the ancient custom ofPArlnmpnt no act d.omat. any Committee
i i ivulged before the same be reported to the House,
Upon this principle the Commons, on 21st Apnl 1937 resolved—
¢ That the evidence ukeu by any select committee of this House, and the
to suc] and which have not been reported to the
Bonse, ought not to be by any of such or by any
other person.’

Where the public are admitted, this rule iswusually not enforced,””
* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—*“ It is our choice.”’

Mr. SPEAKER:—* The publication of proceedings of com-
mittees conducted within elosed doors or of reports of committees
before they are available fo Members will, however, constitute a
breach of privilege.

‘“ In the case of Mr. Thomas, it was not referred to the Com-
wnittee ‘of Privileges. It was referred to the Tribunal under the -
Tribunals of Enquiry Act, 1921, In England, the House should
know, such an Act 1s in existence. . We have no such Act here.
So, it was enquired into by a Tribunal which consisted of a Judge
of the High Court and two Barristers.

‘“ In Dalton’s case, Dalton -himself confessed in the House of
Commons that he gave the Budget proposals to the lobby' corre-
spondent of the.Star. Then he resigned. Mr. Churchill moved a
Motion to refer the matter not to the Committee of Privileges but
to a Select Committee of the House. I hope Mr. Viswanatham
will note that it was not referred to the Committee of Privileges
but to a Select Committee of the House.””

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ Then, Sir, T move . At

Mr. SPEAKER :—** Not now, but after my ruling is given;
and for that also the hon.  Member must give notice.

‘* The Journal of the Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in Empire
Parliaments has commented in a leaderette about both these cases
—Thomas ease as well as Dalton’s case—as follows :—

“The custom of the maintenance. of the secrecy of the Budget before the

official statement thereon by the Chancellor has boenmade in tho Houss of

is & sacred at Wi and one which is

sllo respected in our Overseas Parliaments. Indeed the position could not be

otherwise. Most dearly, therofore, does any Cabinet Minister have to pay the
prioe for any violation of this convention.’

““ The House knows what a breach of this convention is.

Mr. Thomas was then the Secretary of State for Dominion Affairs.

In that instance, the disclosure of the Budget secret was considered

more serious and a special Tribunal was appointed under the Tri-

bunals of Enquiry Act, 1921. The result was, it cost Mr. Thomas

. his seat in the Cabinet and his future parliamentary career. Com-
menting on this, the Times wrote a beautiful article : ‘ The secrets

of the Budget in particular must not be communicated by so much

as a hint even by the humblest of those who know them.’ I agree

A—2
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with that. But the question is whether it is a question of Breach
of Privilege of the House. I would like to tell the hon. Member,
Mr. Viswanatham, that it is not a breach of Privilege of the House.
If the House wants to go into the matter, there are other ways of
doing it.

““I must also tell the House that when the Dalton case was
before the House, the society consisting of the lobby reporters
submitted a memorandum to the Enquiry Committee. It will be
useful if I read this to the House because the Members of this "
House also should know all thesethings. I am reading it from
the memorandum submitted by the journalists: ‘It has always
been the tradition among lobby journalists that anything which an
hon. Member may ask to be off the record is regarded as strictly
confidential and not for publication.” As I have already stated,
if the House wants to enquire into the matter, there are other
methods of doing so. It cannot be enquired into under a breach
of Privilege Motion. The hon. Member has not made out a prima
facie case and I rule the Motion out of order.’’

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM: :—‘‘ Arising out of your ruling,
Sir, I move— .
¢ That a Select Committee of the House be constituted (names

to be submitted later) to enquire and repors on the Budget
leakage.’ >’

Mgr. SPEAKER :—*‘ For that the hon. Member must go to
the Hon. the Chief Minister and take his permission, as Mr.
Churchill did in England. ‘If he agrees that it could be taken up
on an official day, the hon. Member may then come to me.”’

* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—“ Am I to take it that unless
the Chief Minister agrees, it cannot be moved? *’

Mr. SPEAKER:—*‘ The hon. Member must know the diffe-
rence between official business and non-official business.”’

* Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :(—*‘ I know it very well, Sir. If
the Chief Minister consented . . .”

Mr. SPEAKER :(—*“ I am not going fo allow a debate on this.
It is better discussed with the Chief Minister in his room or some-
where in the Secretariat. I have already given my ruling. Let us
now proceed with the next item on the Agenda, namely, Interpel-
lations.”’

II.—QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
STARRED QUESTIONS.
Non-officials on the Regional Transport Committees.

* 11 Q.—Sr1 K. KRISHNA RAO: ‘Will the Hon. the Minister
for Industries and Labour be pleased to state—

* (a) whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister in his Press
Conference on 16th May said that the Government have decided
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to eliminate the non-official element from Regional Transport
Authorities and whether it represents the policy of the Government ;
and

(b) the reason for the elimination?

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘‘ (a) Yes.
¢ (b) This has been done in order to remove all possibilities of

political and other extraneous influences in the administra-
tion of public transport.”’

Srr K. KRISHNA RAO:—‘‘'When did the Government make
the discovery that mon-cfficials are not fit to control and manage
these affairs? ’’

THE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*' T am afraid I am not
responsible for the conclusions drawn by the hon. Member,
but I can tell this House that when I was looking through
the debates of the previous Liegislative Assembly, T found the
view expressed there, that it would be advisable to remove
as far as possible non-officials = from the _constitufion of
Transport Authorities. That seemed to agree with the views
of the present Government who- felt that the presence of the
President of the District Board was sufficient, as he was
eminently fitted to represent public opinion.”’

Sr1. PILLALAMARRI  VENKATESWARLU :—‘‘ In  his
reply the Hon. Minister referred to extraneous-influences. May
I know what are these extraneous influences that had worked pre-
viously ? **

TaE Hon. DR. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*“ T have nothing more

to add to what I have already said.’’

Sr1 K. V. RAMESAM : —‘‘ Sir, with reference to the answer
given by the Hon. Minister, may I ask whether the Governmen?t
are prepared to reorganize the Transport Authorities in view of the
unsatisfactory nature of the administration, particularly in the
matter of the issue of permits to bus owners? *’

TaE Hon. DR. 'U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘‘ T can tell the hon.
Member that at present the Regional Transport Authorities
consist of the, Collector of the district, the District Superin-
tendent of Police and the President of the District Board.”’

* 8rr T. VISWANATHAM :—*“The Hon. Minister has stafed
that from the debates in The previous Assembly he found it would
be advisable to remove the District Board President. May I know
wherefrom he gathered the information that the Disfrict Board
President was not a non-official? Is he aware That a Districf Board
President is not merely a non-official but a very * political * non-
official ? **

THE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ T think the Leader of
the Opposifion has read too much between the lines. T only
said that in the previous Assembly there was enough discus-
sion to warrant The conclusion that the House was in favour

- of reducing the non-official element as much as possible, T
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only reiterated the fact that this Government think that the
President of the District Board is sufficiently eminent to
represent public opinion.”

Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘* May I ask, Sir, whether the
Government. have got any proposal before them to eliminate the
District Board President also from these Transport Authorities? *’

TeE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘ We have no such

proposal. But, if the hon. Member would suggest it, the
Government will gertainly consider. the proposal.’”

Sr1 8. C. C.,ANTHONY, PILLAT:—'“8ir, will the Hon.
Minister inform this House how exactly the non-official element
had been functioning to justify the conclusion that its influence
was deleterious to the proper functioning -of the Transport
Authorities? *?

THE HoN. Dr.-U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ T have nothing more

to add to what I have already stated.'”

Sr1 K. KRISHNA RAO:—'‘ Sir, is it the view of the Govern-
ment that' ‘ non-official * means ‘ non-Congress 2"’

TaE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* T am afraid the hon.
Member has drawn: his ewn' conclusions.’’
Sr1 PILLATLAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—‘‘ May I

know, Sir, what are the reasons that made the Government think
of removing the non-official President of the District Board from
the Transport Authority? >’

M=z. SPEAKER :—‘‘ The hon. Member is putting the question
in a different manner.’’ &

Representations regarding the grievances of the Non-Gazetted
Officers
* 12 Q.—Sr1 S. RAMALINGAM: Will the Hon. the Chief
Minister be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Government have reeeived any representation
from the Non-Gazetted Officers’ Wives’' Association, Tanjore,
regarding the grievances of the Non-Gazetted Officers; and

(b) if so, what action the Government propose to take thereon?

Tae Hon. Skt C. RATAGOPALACHARI :—*‘ (a) & (b) Yes,

Sir, certain resolutions have been received and the requests
are being examined by the Government.’’

Sr1 8. RAMALINGAM :—*“ May I know the nature of the
requests? 7’
Tae Hon. Srt C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—'‘ Wives want
husbands’ emoluments to be increased.”

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI : —‘‘ May T know, Sir, how long the
Government will take to consider this memorandum ? *’
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Tae Hon. Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—*‘ Any request for
increase of public expenditure, as the hon. Member who put
the question knows, must take much time, and we have
immediately an occasion for taking the whole House into
confidence.””

Sr1 C. V. K. RAO :—“- May I know, Sir, whether the Govern-
ment will consider the demands of the Non-Gazetted Officers that
their pay, allowances and conditions of service should be the same

* as those of Central Government employees? '’

Tae Hon. Sri C. RATAGOPALACHARI :—¢* Sir, the Govern-
ment will give every consideration to the elaims made by their
loyal staff, and hon. Members may rest content with the
general principle that' the Government are more interested in
keeping their servants contented than the Opposition.””

8Bl V. BALAKRISHNAN :—*‘ By what quantum of money
have the wives expressed their love for their husbands? *’

TaE HoN. SRIC. RAJAGOPATACHARI : —‘‘ T need not take

up the time of the House by saying that I want notice to

answer the question. Wives have no limitations to their
demands.”  (Laughter.)

Sr1 T. NAGI REDDI :— Now that rationing has been
removed and the prices of essential goods are not the same as
before, and a surcharge on bus fares also is proposed to be levied,
will the Government be pleased to consider this matter anew and
take the necessary steps immediately?

Tae Hon. Sr1 C. RATAGOPALACHART :—* The business of
the Opposition is to increase the demands of the people The
business of the Government is to examine them.’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—'‘ The Hon. Chief Minister
referred to ‘ loyal ’ officials of the Government. May I know
whether the Government are keeping any record of those who are
considered not loyal? *’

TraE HoN. Sri C. RATAGOPATLLACHARI:—* “Toyal’ is a

non-diseriminatory complimentary adjective.”” (IL.aughter.)

Reduction of prices of yarn.
* 13 Q.—Srr PRAGADA KOTAIAH: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Industries and Labour be pleased to state—
(a) whether the State Government have recommended to the
Union Government a reduction of prices of all counts of yarn; and
() if s0, what reply has been received from the Union
Government in the matter?
®aE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO Sens (a) & (b) The Govern-
ment of Madras are in corr on thig J

P
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Srt P. RAMAMURTHI :—*‘‘ The question asks whether the

Government have recommended a reduction of yarn prices and not
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whether the State Government are in correspondence with the
Government of India. Will the Hon. Minister give a categorical
repl?y whether this Government have recom ded a reduction or
not? *’ 2

THE HoN. DR. U. KRISHNA RAO :—'* When I say that we
are in correspondence, there are certain aspects on which we
have made our recommendation and certain aspects on which
we have not made any recommendation. In thig matter there
have been many points on which we have agreed and some
points on which wehave disagreed. The last word has not
yet been said, and that is why I said:that the Government
of Madras were still in correspondence:’’

Sr1 V. BALAKRISHNAN :—‘* May T know'the points on
which the Government have made recommendations and the points
on which they have not? ”’ g

THE HoN, SR C. RAJAGOPALACHART :—" iSir, if you will

be pleased to permit me, T should say that the question is
taking quite a different turn.:  Any correspondence between
the Goyvernment of India and the Government of the State
cannot simply be made the subject of a discussion here for
the purpose of either bringing credit or throwing blame on
this or that Government. It is highly impolitic to ‘'say what
we have recommended and what the other Government have
rejected. - It is better to discuss things when the correspon-
dence is closed.”’

Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU. :—** The original
question has not at all been answered. The question asks whether
this Gover t have recom ded any reduction of prices of all
counts of yarn. Instead of giving a reply ‘yes’ or ‘no’, the
Hon. Minister says that he has done this thing and that thing.
‘We request the Hon. Minister to give a categorical reply ‘ yes ' or
“no’. We are not asking him to place the papers on the table.”’

TaE HoN. SrRr €. RAJAGOPALACHART:—*‘ I am sorry my
Friends in the Opposition do not appreciate what I said. Tt
is not right or proper for this Government to take a cheap
opportunity to.put the Government- of India in the wrong
before a decision is taken.. ‘When a decision is taken, it is
open to us fo' criticize this Government or that. It is not
right and it is premature and improper for me or for my
Colleagues to say that we have asked for something and that
the Government of India are refusing.’’

Centres selected for Community Prbjects‘.

* 14 Q.—Sr1 R. V. SWAMINATHAN : Will the Hon. the

Chief Minister be pleased to state—
(a) whether the Government propose to have the scheme of

Community Projects under the American Aid Programme if the

Madras State;
(b) the number and the names of the centres selected; and

(¢) the nature of work to be carried out under this scheme?
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THE HoN. Sr1 C. RATJTAGOPALACHARI :—*‘ (a) Yes, Sir.
““ (b) (1) Kurnool-Cuddapah Canal Area.
(2) Coimbatore (Gobi, Erode, Bhavani and Dharapuram
Tahsils).
(8) Malabar (Palghat).
(4) Bast Godavari (Kakinada, Ramachandrapuram,
Peddapuram and Pithapuram).
(5) South Kanara (Karkal, Mangalore and Coondapur).
(6) Madurai (Nilakottai, Melur and Madurai).

‘“ (¢) The object of the projects is to/increase food production
in the areas chosen and to provide auxiliary facilities for
development. under a single agency in the fields of cottage
industry, sanitation, education and health,”

Sr1 R. V. SWAMINATHAN :—*¢ 8ir, may I know the basis
and principle underlying the selection of the project centres and
also whether the entire expenditure on Community Projects is
borne by the Central Government or shared between the Central
and State Governments? ’’

THE Hown. Sri C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—** The selection
of centres was, as far as I know, done a little before we took
up office. ~There will still be an opportunity for examining
the position when the Administrator comes down here pre-
sently. Only after all the surveys are over we can say
whether the schemes might be changed to other centres, if
necessary. At present, surveys are being conducted in the
centres which 1 have mentioned. After the preliminary
survey, there will be consultation and then the matter can
be settled.

‘“ As regards meeting the expenditure, I will be able to give
the details on the next question.’”

Srr R. V. SWAMINATHAN :—* Will the Hon. the Chief
Minister < consider. the desirability of extending the seheme to
Ramanathapuram district, which is a very backward district, and
give the benefit of a community projeet to the people there? ’’

TeE HoN. Sri C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—** The suggestion

will be considered. But I must inform the hon. Member
that it can only be done by way of substitution and not by
way of extension. The projects are taken up under a parti-
cular scheme and the number of projects to be taken up is
settled. There are other schemes like Firka Development

Schemes to cover cases like the one referred to by the hon.
Member.”’

Sr1 V. R. NAGARAJAN :—** Will South Arcot district be
considered in this connexion? ’’

Mr. SPEAKER :—'* If this question is allowed, I am afraid
every Member will ask a similar question in respect of his district.””
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Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—‘‘ May I
klnov; whether, with American aid, we are getting American officers
alan o v

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ This supplementary can come under the
next question.”’

‘ Community Projects.’

* 15 Q.—Sr1 K. KRISHNA RAO.: Will the Hon. the Chief
Minister be pleased to state—

(a) whether the Community Projects are intended to replace,

and place in cold storage, large-scale projects ~of irrigation and
generation of hydro-eleetricity;

(b) (1) whether these Community Projects are financed by
loans of the U.S.A. or of the World Bank, and if so,

(1i) whether any conditions dre attached to these loans;

(¢). what the role, funetion and duty assigned to the officials
of the United States Embassy is, in the formulation and execution
of these Community Projects; and

(d) what the distinct powers and  functions of the Union
Government and the State Government are in the matter of—
(1) selection of centres for introduecing the projects;
(2) directing the execution and supervising them; and
(3) providing finance?
Tue Hon. Sri C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—** (@) No.

““ (b) (i) Community Projects are not to be worked with the
aid of any foreign loan. The Government of U.S.A. have
agreed to contribute a sum of 50 million dollars as a gift
for working the projects.

(ii) The agreement entered into between the Governments
of U.S.A. and India lays down the administrative proce-
dure to be adopted in executing. the  'schemes under the
project. ~No other conditions are attached.

““ (¢) General advice and technical co-operation at the Union
level.

“ (d) (1) The centres are chosen by the Central Government in
consultation with the State Government.

(2) The Union Government are responsible to approve the
schemes and exercise general supervision. After approval
by ‘the Central Government, the various schenies are sanc-
tioned after the usual technical and financial scrutiny by
the State Government. The execution and supervision of
the Community Projects are left to State Governments.

(8) (i) The expenditure in foreign currencies will be met

from allotments from the dollar contribution of the Gov-
ernment of U.S.A.
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(ii) Loans will be granted by the Central Government for
approved schemes.

(i1i) In respect of other schemes approved for a project,
the expenditure will be shared by the Central Govern-
ment and the State Government in the following propor-
tions :—

Reourring expenditure.
g it e A —
Qenire. State.
Centre 75 per cent 1 year 75 per gent 25 per cent.
State 25 per cent IT year 50 per eent 60 per cent.
IIL year 33-1/3 per cent (6-2/3 per cent.

(iv) ‘After.the first thrée years, the entire financial liability
for ‘maintaining the developments achieved in a prOJect
area will'devolve entirely upon the State Governments.’

Srr K. KRISHNA RAO :—*“ TIs there a reciprocal arrangement
under which: the rural schemes in the United States of America
are taken wup in consultation with the Indian Ambassador in
‘Washington? **

THE Hen. 'Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—** The joke is

very good, Sir, but it should be made in Parliament and not

N

here.”’
Sri V. BALAKRISHNAN :—‘‘ Does the agreement = laying
down the administrative procedure include the tment of

American personnel for the execution of any of these schemes? *’

Tuae HonN. Skt C. RATAGOPATACHART :—‘“ Hon. Members
can ventilate their anti-American views when the schemes
are finally settl

Skt V. BALAKRISHNAN :—* I protest against this.”’

Sr1’ PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—‘¢“May I
know who will pay for the American personnel who will'be sitting
on our heads?’’

TeeE Hon. Sr1 €. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—* There will be
no American personnel sitting on our heads except the per-
sonnel at Delhi which the.  Union Government-approve and
the shoulders of the Union Government are broad enough to
bear the burden.”’

Skt P. RAMAMURTHI:—‘ Does the committee that
approves these schemes include an American official also? *’
TeE HoN. SrRr C. RAJTAGOPALACHARI :—** This question

should be put in Parliament. I was not a .party to the
arrangement of this agreement and it is impossible for this
Government to answer such questions. These questions pre-
judice public opinion and 1 deprecate them.’

A—3
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Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—“ Is the Hon. Chief Minister
aware of an article by Dr. J. C. Kumarappa condemning these
schemes? **

TeeE Hon. Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—“Dr. J. C.

Kumarappa condemns pneumatic tyres also.”” (Laughter.)

Sr1 T. NAGI REDDI :—*‘ The Hon. Chief Minister told us

that he did not know who would pay for the Americans who would
be sitting on our heads. Since they are going to work in our State
and sit on our own heads, he must be able to say as to who is
going to pay for them.”’

THE HoN..8rR1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARY :—'* There will be
no American, gentleman sitting on my head. If a small
portion of the fifty-million dollars which is given as a gift is
paid to any officer sitting in Delhi, ‘we should not grudge
it.2 g

III.—LANGUAGE OF -THE ASSEMBLY,

Mr. SPEAKER :—*“ Before I take up the next item, I wish
to tell the House that I have sent a circular to the. Members
requesting them to intimate the languages in which they wish to
speak in the Assembly. Only 166 members have replied to it so
far.

““ The number of Members who wanf to speak in each language
is as follows :—

English only .. .e - W 52
English and Tamil oo - - 9
English and Telugu oo - L 9 »72
English and Kannada ... i3 34 1
English and Tamil and Telugu .. b 1 1)
Tamil only o A e % g(f
Telugu only .. .. e -
Telugu and Kannada .. .e v 1
Malayalam o3 - 0e e 11
Kannada only. .. v - o Nil.
Total .. 166

““ T want the other hon. Members also to reply to the circular
and I hope they will reply soon.”

{IV.—GOVERNMENT MOT{ON.
VOTE OF CONFIDENCE IN THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS.

11-30 Mz. SPEAKER : —‘* Before I tak_e up this matter, I must f.;ell
am. the House that this is the first time in our country that a Motion
of this sort has been brought before the Legislature. 'We have no

cial rules relating to it. So, I am following the rules adopted

in England regarding this matter. In England when Mofions of



VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 109

_80th June 1952] [Mr. Speaker]

this sort are made, amendments are not allowed. The hon.
Member Mr. C. V. K. Rao has given notice of an amendment. I
am not going to allow that amendment. In England, in the House
of Commons, when a Motion of this sort was before the House, a
question was put to the Speaker. The question was ‘ Is it not
rather unprecedented on an important Motion like this that the
Government are putting forward, that although there are two
amendments on the paper, neither of them shall be called? ° The
Speaker answered, ‘ No; I think it is rather the other way, and,
as a rule, on a Vote of Censure, I do not call amendments ’. As
this is a Vote of Confidence, it is very much the same. So, I am
not going to call’‘any amendment.  The Hon. the Leader of the
House will move the Mofion.’’

Sr1 C. V. K. RAO :—‘ On a point of order, Sir. You have
said in your ruling that a Vote of Censure and a Vote of Confidence
are just the same. I beg to differ.”

Mr. SPEAKER :—“ I object to the protest. If the hon.
Member wants, there are other ways of expressing his protest.
But when I have given a ruling the House should accept it.”’

‘Sr1 M. NARAYANA KURUP:—‘ On a point of order, Sir.
The Agenda for the days from the 80th June to 5th July and from
7th July to 27th July has been fixed by a speecial. order of His
Excellency the Governor. My point of order is thaf this House is
not entitled to change this Agenda. * Vote of Confidence in the
Council of Ministers ' is not an item in that Agenda.’”

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ I shall answer that straightaway. The
very fact that this Motion has been brought before this House
shows that 1 bave taken the permission of His Excellency the
Governor to postpone the Budget discussion and bring up this
Motion before the House. If the hon. Member has got any doubt,
let him come to ny chamber. TLet him not puf these questions
in the open House.””

TaE Hon. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM :—"‘ Mr. Speaker, before
I move my Motion, the Hon. the Chief Minister will be making
a statement. I shall follow that statement with my Motion.”’

* Tae Hon. Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—‘“ With your
permission, Sir, I wish to make a very brief statement, as I am
-responsible for this motion to be brought forward and for chang-
ing the order of procedure and the agenda of the House also. Hon.
Members are by now fully aware of the reasons and circumstances
which convinced me that I must seek a clear expression of confi-
dence from the House. The conditions under which I am working
are difficult from every point of view—I could even say mosf diffi-
cult without exaggeration. I cannct discharge my duties nor can
my colleagues in the Ministry do it, unless we have a strong and
clear backing of the House.

' ““ Our people are well aware of the circumstances which rendew
my position difficult. Even if I accepted all the policies of the
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Opposition, I know ﬁhey would rather change their policies than
support me. (Cries of ‘ No, no.”) I know what they want, u,nd
that is,-with due deference, chaos. I have undertaken . .

~(Interruption.)

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ Order, order.””

Tes HoN. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI : -—“ Do not make
my statement noisy. I have undertaken .

Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘'Sir, onsa pomt of order. It

was very good of you to have allowed the Chief Minister to make
a statement, but he ought not to take advantage of thaf and say
that hon. Members on this side want to create chaos. It is a
reflection Jupon_us, which I hope the Hon. Chief Minisfer will
withdraw.’

* TAs. Hon. Sr1 C. RATAGOPALACHARI: — *T hope I will
have reason to change my opxmon Sir. But T do not think that
when I use the word *chaos’ , L am doing anything unparlia-
mentary. . Otherwise I should ]nm them. The only reason why I
-do not join them but oppose their line of action is because I hold
this view. I have undertaken

SR PILUATLAMARRI VENKATESWARTU :—* On a point
of order, Sir. The Hon. the Chief Minister is casting an aspersion
on the Opposition by remarking that we want to create chaos.””

Mgr. SPEAKER:—'‘ Let the Hon. the Chief Minister
continue.’’

* Tue HoN. Srt C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:— ‘I am sorry -
that my hon. young Friends think That ‘ chaos’ is an unpa.rlia.-
mentary word. It is mot. (Interruption.) What I call ‘ chaos ’
is the whole of their policy. I have undertaken, as I said, a great
and difficult' change, and the greatest and the ‘most d«lﬁicul& change
is the change in.the food policy. I have undertaken many other
difficult tasks, especially the most difficult task of finding begged
or borrowed money to, build up our-prosperity and contentment.
1 cannot do this with a doubt hanging over my head. I cannot
impress the world, the investing world, unless T get this decision
I. desire, namely, a firm confidence in my Government or the
opposite of it. I thought the Coimbatore by-election set the
matter at rest. But the result of the Aruppukkottai by-election has
disturbed my mind. I made a straight appeal, and whafever may

_be the reason and the circumstances, the result of the polling there
isfthat the voters of that constituency gave an answer adverse fo
me. (Interruption.) About 40 per cent of the voters of that

. area went to the polls, and the lady who was set up by the Congress

. did not secure a majority. She got about 50,000 - votes against
70,000 votes secured by the Forward Bloc candidate. The
Forwa.rd Bloc consists of a few members. Two or three of them

“are sitting in the Opposition all the same. They are going along

with the main body, namely, the Communist body.’’
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Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM:—‘“ On a point of order, Sir. I
think the Hon. the Chief Minister is making a wrong statement.
The Hon. the Chief Minister says that the main body is the
Communist body. But the main body is the United Democratic
Front. T want to correct the Hon. the Chief Minister.”” (Applause
from the Opposition.)

* Tae Hon. Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—‘‘ The main
body is the Front. But the Front consists always—by the very
phraseology—of several blocks united together to form a common
front against me. It was done ‘after the elections. The Forward
Bloc and the other parties: that gointo ‘this United Front are
smaller, and I congratulate my hon., young Friends of the Com-
munist Party that they are the biggest block in this United Front.
There is no aspersion made in my statement. So I consider it
necessary that hon. Members kindly keep the main lines in ftheir
minds. I wish to explain th® reason why I-come and disturb the
procedure of the House with a Motion of this kind. I say that
these events have disturbed my mind, and as my task is heavy,
and as I have to appeal mot only for co-operation but also for
'serious sacrifice to be made by the people, I have to go with a
vote of confidence from this House. T consider it necessary that
I should have a clear expression of the desire of the House which
represents to-day the State as a whole. Whether T should
continue in office, is the question I ask. Ieading organs of public
opinion have expressed the kindly view that T have not enough
grounds to doubt my position and this test was unnecessary. But
I feel that the nature of the tasks and policies T have initiated and
the nature of the tasks I have -yet to undertake call for a clear,
decisive and firm mdxcahon of the confidence of the House. T
know there is no per g some people. In atic organi-
zations, the party system prevails, and we cannot escape the rigi-
dity .of that system. T am not an admirer of rigidity in anything.
I would like every hon. Member sitting on this snde of the House
to consider himself free to vote as the God seated in his hearf tells
him to do. T desire that the same freedom will guide every Mem-
‘ber on the other side also including those Members who sit on the
front benches. But some of them do not think that there is a
Ged seated in their hearts.” T am not a dreamer. I know it is
but a platitude to some people amd men will vote not according to
their present convicfion but according to group decision. Even
8o, I want a clear picture as to where T stand. The battle that
the Government have to fight on the food front and in ofher
matters are battles which can be fought only if the support of the
House is bevond doubt. Therefore it is I pressed on you, Sir,
fo give this Motion precedence even over the Budget. The Leader
of the House will move this Motion, and I appeal to all who want
orderly progress to cast their votes like free men and responsible
citizens entrusted wﬂ:h the fate of 60 million people and with hard
tasks in front of us.’

* St T. VISWANATHAM : —** Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon.
the Chief Minister has read out a statement, which is very impor-
tant. Tt is important for him and also for us. It would help us
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if we have copies of the statement circulated to us. May I hope
it will be done as soon as possible, say, within an hour or so? *

* THE Hon. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I beg to move the following Motion standing in my name,
namely :—

‘ This House expresses its confidence in the Council of
Ministers of which Sri C. Rajagopalachari 1is the Chief
Minister.”

Sir, the Hon. the Chief Minister has explained the background
for this Motion, and the necessity for giving precedence to this
Motion over the Budget discussion. ' If it is:our intention that
there should be 'a, discussion on the policies enunciated by this
Government, then the Budget discussion is more. than enough.
But we are not satisfied with that. To understand the background,
it is n ry to recapitulate in what cir tances this Govern-
ment took up office, and in what circumstances our Chief Minister
became the leader of the Congress Party and the Chief Minister.
He was mot a Member of the Legislative Assembly or, for the
matter of that, a Member of the Council. We approached him
with the request that he should take over the leadership of the
Congress Party and also the leadership of the Government here.

' As one who was responsible for persuading him to fake over
this responsibility, I would like to tell the Hounse that when I
approached him, I told ‘him that it would make a great difference
in the State if he were to take over the leadership of the Congress
Party and be the Chief Minister here. With that assurance, he
was pleased to take over the leadership of the Congress Party and,
as you know, he is now the Chief Minister. After his taking over
the responsibilities of Chief Ministership, you all know how .the
administration is being run and there is ample opportunity either
to approve of it or to criticise it when the Budget proposals come
up before the House. But now the question that has arisen is
whether, as a matter of fact, we, the Members of this Govern-
ment with' Sri_C. Rajagopalachari as its head, have got the confi-
dence of the House. As the Hon. the Chief Minister was pleased
to explain, we have come before this House to seek. a vote of confi-
dence before proceeding with the Budget discussions because of
the result in the Aruppukkottai by-election.’”’

AN HoN. MEMBER:—* There was also the Kakinada
by-election.””

* Teg Hon. Sk C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘‘ We . are not
“ignoring the Kakinada by-election. There were three by-elec-
tions, one at Kakinada, one at Coimbatore and another at Aruppuk-
kottai. +As far as Kakinada was concerned, even formerly fhat
seat was won by a Communist and we thought we had not proceeded
far enough to change the hearts and minds of the people of Kaki-
nada in such a way that they would vote for the Congress candi-
date. We all knew that it would take a little more time for the
_people of that area to realize that they were doing a wrong thing
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in- supporting the Communist Party and that they were voting for
chaos when they voted for the Communist Party. It would take
some time more for them to realize that and, therefore, we were
not bothered about the Kakinada election and we did not set up
a Congress candidate there.”’

Sr1 T. NAGI REDDI:—‘‘ But you supported with all your

might the other candidate opposing the Communist candidate.’

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ Let the hon. Members allow the Hon.
Minister to continue his speech.’’

* THE HoN. Sri. €. SUBRAMANIAM:—'‘ It is our duty to
support orderliness and to oppose the Communists and expose their
tactics and false claims at every opportunity. We took advantage
of the Kakinada election also to do that though we knew that it
was not possible, so far as Kakinada was concerned, to convince
those people at this stage. But it is our duty to tuke every avail-
able opportunity for bringing to the notice of the people the false
propaganda and the tactics adopted by the Communist Party. We
were not bothered about the result of the Kakinada election, for,
as I haye already said, there has not been enough time to change
the hearts of those people. But as far as the two elections in
Coimbatore and-Aruppukkottai were econcerned, we were definitely
of opinion—and that was what 1 assured the Hon. the Chief
Minister—that there had been a.change of heart among the people
and that they would wholeheartedly support us. As far as the Coim-
batore cénstituency was concerned, the people there gave a clear ver-
dict. Then came the Armppukkottai election. There, I agree that
there was an adverse verdict. I can very well explain away the
result of that election. We could say that it was after all a Parlia-
mentary seat, that our policies were not involved there and, there-
fore, it does mot matter at all. We could explain that only one
man was dominating the whole show there, that it was a back-
ward area and that it was not possible to change the hearts of the
people there. Sueh excuses were given but the Hon:. the Chief
Minisfer was not satisfied with them.’’

Sr1 U MUTHURAMATINGA THEVAR :—* On a point of
order, Sir. The Hon. Minister says, ¢ Tt was a one-man’s show.” **

Mgr. SPEAKER:—'‘ It is not unparliamentary to say thaf it
was a ‘ one-man’s show .”’

Sr1 U. MUTHURAMALINGA THEVAR:—'‘ Anyhow a
political party cannot be treated in such a cheap manner even
though it is sitting in the Opposition.’”

Mgr. SPEAKER :—“ I will allow the hon. Member to have
his say afterwards. Let the Hon. Minister continue his speech.’”
* Tap Hon. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—*“ I do not to

any political party, but if the cap fits the hon. Member, le him
wear it, Sir. Now, we can explain away the resulf of the Aruppuk-
kottai election in that way. But the Hon. the Chief Minister
was not satisfied with that. He wanted to have the clear verdicl
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of the people and the unly way for it was another election, an appeal
to the electorate. 1 may take the hon. Members into my confidence
and say that, as a matter of fact, his mind was working in that
line, viz., an appeal to the electorate. T asked him, ‘ Is it fair o
this House, simply because in one Aruppukkottai constituency the
people gave an adverse verdict, to have a general election again,
10 dissolve this House and then appeal to the electorate?” I
appealed to him that it would be just and fair to ask this House
whether this Government have got the confidence and the solid
backing of this House, and whether in spite of the verdict of the
people in one constituency, at Aruppukkottai, this House is pre-
pared to give its solid support: to the Govermment, apart from
their policies which would come up before this House and on which
hon. Members would exercise their vote. It was eonsidered that
we should have a clear verdict of this House on the question whe-
tier it is their desire that we should continue in office. That is
why, leaving-aside the Budget programme and all other business,
we hayve eome before this House to know its mind. We should
know whether this House is prepared to give its verdict in favour
of this “Government or not. That is- the baekground of this
Motion. On this it is not necessary fo speak any more. I am
sure the Oppesition will take this opportunity to ventilate all their
grievances i whatever field they might be.””

Sg1 T. NAGI REDDEL :—* The Leader of the House says that
we want chaos. It is our right to say what we want.”’

* Tue HoN. Sri C. SUBRAMANIAM :—*“ They are going to
say what they want, in their* own language. The only thing is
1 want hon. Members to d d their language when they
talk of people and People’s Front. | When they speak in the name
of the people, we should understand what is behind their minds.
So, my appeal to all the hon. Members is that when the Com-
munists speak or the Communist-inspired people speak, they should
understand their language in their own Marxist style. Please do
not be carried away by what they say. When they talk of the
people and the People’s Front, understand them properly and give
your verdict, and whatever be your verdict, we are prepared to
accept it wholeheartedly and take all the consequences. I request
hon. Members also, when they east their votes, to realize their
responsibilities and the consequences of their action.’”

Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘ The Hon. Minister must face the Chair
and address the Speaker.”

* Tge HoN. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—*‘ Even whilq I am
facing the other side, I am only addressing the Speaker, Sir.

““ gir I would request the hon. Members to search their hearts
- %ln’t refer to ¢ God ’, because some people may object to it.
1 am sure they will vote according to what they feel in their inner-
most hearts and not be dictated to by anybody else. That is my
appeal and I formally move my Motion."’
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Mr. SPEAKER :—Motion moved—

“This House expresses its confidence in the Council of
Mxmsters of which Sri C. Rajagopalachari is the Chief Minister.” *’

Rasa MUTHIAH CHETTIYAR oF CHETTINAD:—‘‘ Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the first question that arises in my mind with regard
to this Motmn is whether it has been moved in time or out of time
or at a time when it is not necessary. Sir, opinions may differ
with regard to the appropriateness of the time of moving this
Motion. But quite apart from the issues on which this Motion
is based, personally I am inclined to feel that this is an opportune
time to have a motion of this mature before this House, for we
came here after a great election held a 'few months ago. Three
hundred and seventy-five representatives. of the enormous popula-
tion of South India have come here to do good to the country in
general through this House and through the executive Govern-
ment. They are charged with the work of ameliorating the condi-
tions of the people. When that is the job before us, we have to
consider ‘whether the executive that has been charged with that
duty has the support of the public.  The support of the public is
translated . here. through the 875 representatives who have been
sent here, and that too recemtly.. When doubts are raised as to
whether the person who is the leader of the Government is the
_proper person to lead or not, there should be no confusion in the
mind the public that the right person has been chosen for
the occasion. It-is in that view, Mr. Speaker, that I consider
this a very opportune moment to discuss and vote mpon a Motion
like the one the Hon. the Leader of the House has chosen to bring
forward before this House this morning.

““ Sir, we will have an opportunity in the near future to record
our confidence in the Ministry on the occasion of the Budget dis-
cassion, espeeially when the Demand for the salaries of Ministers
is voted upon. A vote on that Demand can truly be considered as
a Vote of’ Confidence if the Demand is passed and a Vote of
No-confidenee if it is not passed. That is one additional method of
expressing our confidence in the Ministry. "When such an opportu-
mity will ‘be there in-a few days, some might bave wondeted why
the Government should have come forward with a Motion of this
nature now. But I feel that in view of the attitude of some Mem-
bers of this House, it is well that, before proeeeding with the dis-
cussion on the Budget in ‘which the Government have adumbrated
their policies for the promotion of the welfare of the people for
next year, this Motion is taken up, in order that the Government
may know whether they have the general approval of this House
for carrying on the administration. Therefore, Sir, it is right that
this Motion of Confidence in the leader of the Government, the
Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachariar, is taken up now.

““ Sir, the issues which the Hon. the Chief Minister has taken
to heart seriously are the Aruppukkottai election and the attitude
of the United Democratic Front towards the Ministry. I must
straightaway say that the three by-elections that have been referred

A—1
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to should not be taken into consideration, for they have been held
so soon after a general election. Even in that great country of
England, the birthplace of democracy, where democratic institu-
tions have been in existence for hundreds of years, a by-election
that takes place soon after the general elections is not taken into
account seriously in the matter of the confidence of the public in
the Ministry. If by-elections go against the Government after a
period of, say, two or three years, then it should be considered that
the Government, in their policy and action during the two or three
years after the genmeral election, have gone to such an
extent as to displease the people. But no such thing has happened
here. A party which requires an -absolute:majority naturally
requires some time to work its'way up and build up its majority and
weaken the minorities still further if pessible. In its attempt to
do so, the party might sometimes go down still further. Therefore,
it is too soon to expect a majority party which has won a recent,
election to get a majority in all-the other constituencies where it has
recently lost the elections. The Government Party lost the elec-
tions in ‘these constituencies only a few months ago. How is it
possible for that party to get its candidate elected m the same
constitueney so soon before some time has elapsed and the Govern-
ment have done something for the good of the public? In that
sense, it is.not right to make much of the three by-elections that
have taken place recently. Moreover, out of the three by-elections,
two were for the House of the People in Delhi and, therefore, the
results have a bearing on the administration at the Centre also
and not merely on the administration here. In the months of
March and April, we were all very anxious whether this State would
be having a stable and orderly Government at all. Thank God, we
have been vouchsafed a good Government for the present. We are
all very much relieved that an elderly statesman, an astute states-
man of the type of the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar, has come forward
to shoulder the responsibilities of Government. It is a great relief
not only to the Members of this House but to the general public
at large, as is evident from the chorus of approval that came in soon
after ‘his assnmption of office.  Moreover, it is an.admitted f@ct
that the Government headed by the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar
has infused great confidence into the minds, of the public and the
tens of thousands of officials who haye got to carry on the adminis-
tration from the village to the headquarters here. This is a very
heartening feature and we are full of great hopes and expectations
of a very good and orderly Government for the next few years.
Great hopes have been raised in the minds of the public that
many good things will be done to them in the various fields like
food production, land reforms and matters cm.m.ected. with the
future of the tiller of the soil. Therefore, this Ministry is expegte_d
to do a great job and should be g_iven time to do thst.. How is it

sible for it to do everything in a _few days? Tt is necessary
that this House should vote for this Motion of Confidence in the
Ministry, so that it may do its best for the millions of people.
Mr. Speaker, we are very glad that a very good start has been
made by this Government. 1 cannot refrain from referring to that
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great act of decontrol. In my own humble way, I have been
shouting for decontrol in the past, in the previous House, without
success. It is heartening to see that so soon after the present
Government came to power, they decided, under the wise guidance
and leadership of Sri Rajagopalachariar, to give up control on food.
Control on food must be given up at least for one reason, viz., to
create more incentive to the producer to produce more and more
foodgrains. I am very glad that the decontrol decision of the
Government has been approved by almost every section of the
population. Even the hon. Members of the Opposition have wel-
comed it to a very great extent, though they may not have approved
of it in all its details. This is a very heartening feature and I
would like to offer my. congratulations to the Government on their
very wise and statesmanlike action. Some people say that the
Government have taken a very bold step. T do not agree that it is
a bold step; it is not a gamble or a risk. They have taken a very
wise step. The Chief Minister has only taken a wise step, and our
congratulations are due to him. I hope that the State Government
will suceeed in persuading the Government of India to get larger
quantities of imported rice so that their decontrol decision may be
a success.

““ I do not wish to take up the time of the House as my purpose
will be best served by urging that the Motion of Confidence in the
present Ministry should be supported by every section of this House.
I am saying this not only because the State must have a stable
Government, but also becaunse of the fact that we are led to enter-
tain a natural and real hope that, in the coming months, this Govern-
ment will be able to do very much to the people. The Budget
proposals of the Government have now been placed before this
House and T shall not now speak about them in detail, except to
say that by and large, under the present circumstances, the Budget
is fairly good. We are not having very many taxes. One of the
items of taxation, particularly the surcharge on bus fares is a very
reasonable and equitable tax which will bring some money to aover
the deficit. It is a very wise way of taxing. This House must
approve of such taxation proposals when they come before the
House.

* On this occasion, I do hope that a clear Vote of Confidence
will be given. The decision given by a majority of votes will also
be a Vote of Confidence. But if a large number of hon. Members
support this Motion, it will be heartening to the Chief Minister
and his colleagues who have to carry on their work for the good of
this State.”’

Mz. SPEAKER :—*‘ Some hon. Members have representeq to
me that it is better if the House adjourns at 12-30. So I have to
inform the House that we will adjourn at 12-30 p.m. and not
at 1-30 p.m. and meet again in the afternoon at 2-30 p.m.””

* Srr V. R. KRISHNA IYER:—‘Mr. Speaker, Sir, this
Motion is not very necessary now. But we have been told in detail
. the circumstances under which the Chief Minister of this State has
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chosen to force this Motion on this House and demand a Vote of
Confidence and get it passed if the House agrees with the Motion,
or accept defeat should the House decide otherwise. I thought that
a Vote of Confidence would, according to parliamentary practice,
have been demanded in a Ministry run by a political party. Here,
in this case, I thought that the Government would have demanded
a Vote of Confidence in the Congress Ministry as such, because
the Congress is a political party and has programmes and policies
anq traditions. People would naturally know well in what manner
the Congress Party is going to execute “those programmes and
policies in future, and how it proposes to fulfil its promises to
the people. But here, we find that the whole thing hangs by one
individual and we are asked to support or oppose this Motion of
Vote of Confidence, in a Council of Ministers headed by one indi-
vidual, viz., 8Sri*C. Rajagopalachari. It is not going to be a vote
in favour of the Congress Ministry or against the Congress Ministry
or for a Coalition Ministry. The vote is sought for a particular
individual whose policies have not been indicated, or adumbrated
or not even hinted at in broad outlines. All that ‘we are told is
this : ‘ Here is one individual who has agreed to: shoulder the
burden of running the administration of the State ; he wants that his
hands should be strengthened ; he must be helped; so give your vote
of confidence or lack of confidence in him.” That is to say, this
House is asked to put implicit faith in one individual. We do not
know what he proposes to do for the State and what the policies of
this Council of Ministers headed by him are going to be. Of course
he has indicated one major policy, viz., decontrol and derationing,
but has thrown no light on the rest of his Government’s policies.
And so, what are we to vote for? T believe it is entirely wrong to
ask for a vote in such circumstances. In the history of parliamen-
tary practice anywhere in a democratic country, I cannot file a
parallel to this, where a Chief Minister stood up and said, ‘ ‘Well, if
you have faith in-me, vote for me; I am not eoncerned with my
party ; are you going to adopt me as Chief Minister or not? If
you want that I should introduce beneficent rule, you must
strengthen my hands.’ It is entirely improper and. incongruous
for any demoecratic administration to ask for a Vote of Confidence
in that manner without giving-out its policies and programmes.
The Chief Minister has not yet disclosed these things to the House
and still he expects the House to vote on the Motion. My sub-
mission, to the House through you, Mr. Speaker, is this. We must
first of all have a clear notion as to whether it is the Congress
Ministry that is asking for a Vote of Confidence. Evidently, it has
not been mentioned like that in the Motion and that possibility
is ruled out. Similarly, we have also to understand whether we
_ have to deal with the Council of Ministers as such or a particular
agglomeration of members captained by Sri C. Rajagopalachiar.
Here, we find that the accent has been placed entlrgly on the
personality of one individual. We have not been enlightened as
to what will be the policies and programmes of that particular
individual, and what exactly that Chief Minister is going to do.
‘Then, ‘and only then, will we be in a position to judge whether
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that personality can implement those programmes and can do those
things for the people. We are not told all those things. We should
not even consider such an equivocal Motion, especially when
many of us do not definitely know the policies of the individual on
whose behalf the Motion is moved. Has a definite programme been
chalked out? My submission is this. So far as this particular
Motion is concerned, it asks for a Vote of Confidence in an indivi-
dual, and so it is a case of dictatorship that we are committing
ourselves to. It is a Motion bereft of any details of his plan. Let
us see what exactly are this Government going to do from what the
Chief Minister has already-done. I do not know whether it is a
Congress Ministrysthat he is heading or any other.; It is a matter
on which we want the Treasury Benches to throw some light. Has
information been given to the Members of this House. about the
Government’s programme in any speeches or in any written docu-
ment? To my knowledge, they have not done anything like that.
The most important thing that we -have to consider. is this. What
are the proposals put forward by them in the Budget? Also, we
must know what the Government have done before the Budget
was introduced in this House. 'We are all aware of what has hap-
pened.  Even at the commencement of this Assembly, we were
greeted with the prohibitory order under section 144, Criminal
Procedure Code.” Now we have section 41 of the Police Aet in
force. We know what will happen if the policies pursued by the
Government are opposed. The decontrol policy of the Chief Minis-
ter, for confidence in whom this Motion has been moved, has to
some extent relieved the poor people from the-harassment of the
officials. We must also take into account other matters in this
connexion before coming to a conclusion and giving an opinion on
this Motion. Surely, we should not be expected to give a blank
cheque. We should consider how far we are to have freedom of
opinion, freedom of movement and freedom of association under
this one man’s rule. When we first met here, there was a check
on the freedom of association because of the promulgation of an
order under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. - What has
been done during the Budget session? We have an order under
the Police Act. I have already stated that food decomntrol leaves
behind it mixed feelings. Food decontrol is tacked on to food
derationing. Because of decontrol, there has been some amount of
free movement of foodgraing. ‘Along with this, we must also
remember the fact that prices of foodgrains have gone up beyond
* the means of the ordinary people. Formerly, these poor people
were depending on the ration shops and now they hav.e to pay
very heavy prices for getting their foodgrains. What will be the
plight of these poor people, if they have to pay such high prices
for the most vital necessaries of life, especially with their poor
purchasing power? I say that the food dera.tioning.hns a snag. By
combining food decontrol and derationing, one fails to notice the
hidden dangers in it. The United Democratic Front wants to view
‘the whole thing with subdued optimism. We must take into
account the hidden dangers and so we cannot straightaway say that
the Government’s policy in this regard is approved in toto. The
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Chief Mlnﬁs.ter said that whatever he may do will be opposed by
the Opposition as it is the duty of the Opposition to oppose. That
is entirely wrong. On the other hand, we have agreed with a good
portion of the decontrol policy. Every one of us will remember
that the Government have been taxing the vital necessaries of life
of the common man by imposing sales tax on food. Again, there
is yet another tax burden being imposed on the poor man by
increasing the bus fares by one pie per mile. This is not a tax
that is going to affect the luxurioug limousine-owners. Tt is only
the poor people who are going to be affected by it. Motor bus
transport is the poor man’s conveyance. The Government have
imposed this tax directly on_ the poor people.and thus made it
difficult for them to use that conveyance even. I think the present
rate is about 4 to 6 pies per mile and if one more pie is added, the
increase will work out to 15 to 20 per cent; which is very heavy
indeed. In spite of the very sympathetic words spoken about the
poor people, the Government are now putting an additional burden
on the poor people by this tax. Much has been mentioned about
the poverty of the people and their suffering. But instead of
giving them relief, additional burdens are sought to be placed on
them.  This is a very reactionary step.

“ Coming to the sales tax, I wish to say that the poor people
have af present to pay sales tax on their daily necessaries of life
like rice, fish, eggs, milk, ete. Is this in accord with the Directive
Principles of State Policy mentioned in the Constitution, namely :

‘ The State shall strive to promote the welfareof the people by securing

and protecting as eﬂ‘eﬂ,uvelg. as it may, a social order in which iulﬁ.ce.' soeial,
economie and politieal, shall inform all the institutions of the national life.
Is this the way in which the State is to promote the welfare of
the people? Is this the way in which the Government are going to
effect equitable distribution of wealth? Do they think that by
imposing such heavy taxes on the poor people, they can achieve
their objective? Is it one of the modes of promoting equitable
distribution of wealth in this country to tax the poor man? Is
this the way of increasing the wealth of the country? I am really
amazed at these taxation proposals.

12-15 ‘‘ Similarly, Sir, what has been done in regard to the irrigation

P-®. coss? Already there is one cess. Where water is given for irri-
gation purposes, there is a tax already. ‘There is a levy. I hail
from Tellicherry where there is an oppressive levy on the ryot and
the farmer for the supply of water. On top of this all, now comes .
the betterment levy. What does this amount to? There is double
taxation on water. As irrigation cess, we collect a tax on wafer.
The farmer is taxed. Now there is the second tax called better-
ment levy. Is that all? There is a third one called the surcharge
on land revenue. What happens in Malabar? Tt is the ryot, the
cultivator, the farmer, that has got to pay the tax and not the janmi.
The janmi who is the landlord passes on the revenue payment to
the ryot or the producer, so much so the surcharge will be ultimately
borne by the poor ryot. If this Hou_se represents the ryots
and the 'poor masses of this country and if we really represent the
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people in this House, we must strongly object to the new fiscal
measures brought forward by the Government. Elementary
principles of public finance demand that there must be no direct
taxation on the poor because they cannot bear the burden. But
what we do find to-day in the announcement of the Government
under the Chief Ministership of Sri Rajagopalachari is that they
have made no secret of taxing the poor, taxing them more and
more and taxing them to the maximum. Sir, on an earlier occa-
sion, I advocated in this House taxation of the rich on such lines
as are permitted by the Constitution. I suggested the introduction
of a Death Duty. Why have the Government not considered the
suggestion? Is it because they are not prepared to tax the rich
who would oppose such a measure? Is it because the rich will
manufacture and mobilise public opinion in such a .manner as to
overthrow the present Government? Why do not they levy a tax
on the rich?  Why are the poor alone taxed in their food and in
their conveyance? “Why not they tax the higher ranges of agri-
cultural incomes? Agricultural incomes have increased tremen-
dously in recent times. There are plantations. There are foreign
investments and wealthy estates—coffee, tea, rubber and cinchona.
These are plantations that-earn millions of rupees, and still there
is no agricultural income-tax. It is within the -powers of this
House to levy an agricultural income-tax. We could certainly have
had enough money if we had taxed such plantations and big land-
lords who make much money from out of their lands. We say
funds are necessary for financing our schemes. ~We say we want -
more revenue. Mr. Speaker, all these can be found if there is a
will to find the money. It is no use saying all this can be done if
God exists in one’s heart. Tiet us love God by loving His children.
Let us love one another. That is real godliness. If godliness is
what we want, then T would plead for godliness in the true spirit.
It is not in the temple but it consists in our love for the people.
It is in that spirit 1 say, let us have some method of promoting
economic equality. The way in which the present Government try
to promote 1t is not the right way. The fiscal measures they have
introduced, I have no hesitation in saying, have gone far beyond the
extent they should go so far as the poor are concerned and left the
rich as they are.. There is no relief for the poor in the policy
announced by the Government.

“t T,et us now come to the manner of public expenditure in this
country. What does the agriculturist get under the new Budget
proposals for the promotion of agriculture? We do not have an
increased agricultural staff. We do not know what the Agricultural
department is going to do. We have no free or subsidized distri-
bution of manure and improved seeds to the ryots. We have no
technical staff to assist the agriculturists in their operations. We
have no demonstration farms. How is agriculture sought to be
promoted ? There is no mention about this in the Budget proposals
at all.

<« Next I come to education. One of. the Directive Principles
of State Policy contained in the Constitut.wn is that fr.ee and' com-
pulsory primary education should be provided to all children in the
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State within a period of ten years. But I wonder if concrete steps
are at all taken by the Government in this direction. The present
Budget proposals are more or less the same as those of previous
years. 1In Malabar, aided elementary school teachers have been
pleading for an increase in their pay which is below subsistence
level, which is very meagre. But there is hardly any indication
in the Budget to meet their demand. The Budget contains provi-
sion for expenditure on some major irrigation projects which have
already advanced too far to be abandoned or slowed down. These
projects have got to be completed.  Hven as regards minor irriga-
tion projects, what is'being done? We are told very cleverly—there
is a lot of cleverness about it in the Budget proposals—that the
people bénefited by these-schemes should contribute fifty per cent
of the cost and that the other fifty per cent would be shared between
the Central and the State Governments. It is perfectly clear that the
ryot will not make a voluntary contribution of even one pie for the
starting of a minor irrigation work, and therefore, the Government
will not beé called upon to make their twenty-five per cent contri-
bution for the purpose. 8ir, even the previous-Governments had
some minoy irrigation projects executed. The present Government
have completely abandoned minor projects and committed them-
selves to the major projects since they have committed themselves
too much to get out of them. Tn the matter of primary education,
the Government have hardly done anything; but they haye made
some special provision for grants to Universities and Engineering
Colleges. What we ask for is the implementation of the Directive
Principles of the Constitution and the pledges contained therem;
but the Budget is far away from these. In the circumstances, how
can we hail this Government as being one for the people? I,
therefore, appeal to this House to vote against the motion. A
vote in favour of this Government is a vote for a blank cheque in
favour of the Chief Minister. We know that the Chief Minister
had beensin the Congress, had been out of the Congress and is now
back again in the Congress. He was recently in voluntary retire-
ment and he lias now come back to give us relief,  We do not want
fo vote for an ¢ Ayatar *.""We do not want to vote for those who
are not prepared to place their programime before the House and
yet want a vote of confidence. 'What programame have the Govern-
ment got, I ask?’ Have we to wait for your beneficent measures
to fall like manna from Hedven?  Sir, I-appeal to this House to
be democratic and insist upon a democratic policy, and not vote
‘for ‘ one man ’, if we want to work the Constitution in a demo-
cratic way. We have, however, had some disclosures in. the
Budget proposals; there is nothing there for the lower mllddle
class and the poor class; there is nothing there to improve agt}cu'l—
ture; and there is no provison for education. Therefore, this is
really a case where the rich are patted on their backs and the poor
hit the hardest. The poor have no voice, but the rich have a con-
siderable voice in the affairs of the Government. I once again
appeal to this House to vote against this Motion.””

(The visitors in the galleries clapped their hands.),
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Mg. SPEAKER:—“ 1 warn the visitors in the galleries. If
they clap their hands again, I will have to clear the galleries.”

* Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—*‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must con-
fess to you that it is with a good deal of trepidation that I rise to
speak on this Motion, as it is not an ordinary Motion as you your-
self have been good enough to point out this morning. This is the
first time that a Motion of this type has been brought before a
Legislature in this country. This 1s an extraordinary Motion also.
Considering the circumstances under.which this Motion is brought
before this House and considering the fact that.the Motion is made
after the Budget for the year is presented, I feel this is an extra-
ordinary Motion brought aboui by an' extraordinary situation that
has developed. Apart from this fact, the very terms of the Motion
are quite unprecedented. “We are asked here to express confidence
not in the Council of Ministers—if that were so; it would be an
ordinary affair—but in the Council of Ministers headed by Sri C.
Rajagopalachariar. - The sting is in the adjectival clause ‘ which is
headed by 8ri C. Rajagopalachariar '.. We have been told or it has
been made to appear to us and to ‘the public by Sri° Rajagopala-
chariar and other Members of the governing party that Sri Raja-
gopalachariar is not an ordinary mortal like any of us, and that he
is an extraordinary gentleman. Not only that. They say that he
is the chosen representative of the Almighty God who has come to
succour this State...It is for this reason that I feel a little trepida-
tion, for I do not know what is in store for us. If the Members
of the Opposition to-day dare to yote against this Motion, if the
Members of the Opposition dare to express want of confidence in a
Ministry headed by the chosen representative of the Almighty God,
what will happen, what dire punishment in this life and the life
hereafter will follow, we do not know. That is why, when I rise
to oppose this Motion, it is with a good deal of trepidation that I
do so. Nonetheless, during the last 22 years of my public life, T
have been taught—and that lesson has been burnt into my cons-
ciousness by the party of which I have the honour to be.a member,
that our people are greater than any God, and that there is no
God above our-people. Therefore, it becomes necessary for me to
tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, i.e., to
disclose the secret that is behind this move of the Government.
Qur people have taught us to follow a certain procedure and a certain
conduct in public life. During the general elections they have
taught us not to believe people when they say they are such and
such people. They have taught us thpt people’s professions have
got to be put into the crucible of practice (The Hon. Sri C. Subra-
maniam : ¢ Hear, hear ’) and unless they stand the test, their pro-
fessions should not be faken at their face value. Therefore it is that
if becomes necessary for me to ask the House not to look at the
words of the Motion only but to probe a little deeper, to delve a
little deeper into the circumstances that have led Sri C. Rajagopala-
chariar and his Ministry to bring in this Motion. We have been
vouchsafed a statement by the Chief Minister in this connexion.
Tet us look into the whole question. Why is it we are told

A—5
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that this Motion has been necessitated by the results of the Aruppu-
kottai bye-election? Well, I shall not comment on this election
result just now. I shall reserve it for a later occasion. But 1 may
say that no vote of this House is going to efface the verdict of the
Aruppukottai bye-election. There are the people who have given the
clearest and the most unambiguous verdict against your policy
despite the fact . . .~

‘Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘ Let not the hon. Member say ‘ your
policy ’. Let him say. ‘ @Government’s policy *.”*

Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—¢ It, i§ rather difficult to get accus-
tomed to the procedure, but no disrespect to the Chair is meant.

‘‘ The Chief Minister chose to make this a test election for the

policies put into operation by him .

Mr. SPEAKER :—* The House will now adjourn and meet
again at 2-30 p.m. The hon. Member may continue his speech
after lunch.’’

(After lunch—2-80 p.m.)

*8r1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—*“ Mr. Speaker; Sir, as I was
saying this morning, the result of the voting in this House is not
going in any way to obliterate the verdict of the people of the
Aruppukottai Constitueney. If it were democratie considerations
that have been guiding our Chief Minister, then this is not the course
which he would have adopted. He would never have come to this
House asking for a Vote of Confidence and I do not think he is so
very naive as to believe that a Vote of Confidence of this House,
obtained by means of political manoeuvre and intrigue, as he him-

- self put it in his first press conference immediately after he assumed
office, is in any way going to change the verdict of the people of
the Aruppukottai Constituency. Then, what is it that motivates our
Chief Minister in bringing forward this Motion? 1t is found in
the statement he himself made this morning. He has told us that
he has taken a very big responsibility and he seeks not only co-
operation but he seeks also greater sacrifice. 'In order to co-operate
with him greater sacrifices on the part of the people will be
necessary. :

‘¢ Liet us consider the circumstances under which this statement
is being made by him and this Motion is brought befon:e th;s
House to-day. We have the Budget and we know t);at in this
Budget people are being asked to bear a much heavier burden
than they were bearing before. To-day people are being asked,
the ordinary people, the common people, people whose standard of
living has been depressed continually during the last five years of
the Congress rule or misrule if 1 may say so,—these people are
asked to bear the heaviest burden. ‘We have the announcement
regarding the increase in the bus fares, the betterment levy and
all sorts of things. The Chief Minister knows that these are not
new proposals that he is making to-day. These were the very
proposals that were brought up by the previous Congress Ministry,
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by Mr. Gopala Reddi who was the then Finance Minister. He
knows that even inside the Congress Party there was terrible
opposition to these measures and ultimately Mr. Gopala Reddi, the
then Finance Minister was compelled to withdraw the measures.
He knows therefore that not only will there be opposition to these
measures from the Members of this House—Members on the Opposi-
tion side as well as the Members on the other side—but there will be
terrible opposition from the people also. There-is bound to be terri-
ble opposition even from among those who are now supporting the
Congress, or those who agreed.tossupport this Ministry. To-day T
know 8s a matter of fact.that the Krishakar Tiok Party will be put in
an extremely difficult position to support these taxation proposals and
then go and face the people who returned them to this House.
There are others 'who haye erossed the floor of the House and
joined the Congress. They had been elected in opposition to the
Congress on the -pledge that they were going to oppose the
Congress, but after eoming into this Assembly they have succumbed
to the political manoeuvres of the Chief Minister. I know these
people will find it difficult to support these measures and vote for
this Motion. If this Vote of Confidence is not carried, the Budget
may not be passed. Therefore it is, the Chief Minister has placed
before the Members of this House a picture of chaos. He holds
up before the people the Communist—phobia and in that way
tries to get a vote in his favour if possible on the Budget in
advance, before the Budget is aetually discussed. That is his
specific purpose. It is an attempt to by-pass the nermal procedure
that is laid down for the passing of the Budget.. Therefore it is
that I say there is a purpose behind this.  When I say this I realise
that we have got to deal with people who are extremely crafty,
who are extremely clever.

‘“ The Chief Minister of course has been claiming a monopoly
for being truthful. He has always the monopoly of truth and as
far as we on this side of the House are concerned, he has been
saying that we are untruthful, ungedly amd alk sorts of things. He
also knows that there is such a thing as suppression of fact. That
18 'why I believe, in the courts of law people are asked to utter the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but.the trath. Let us consider
how far the Chief - Minister utters the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the trath.  Speaking somewhere; the other day, pro-
bably in Cuddapah, he isaid that the peeple of this State have
given a mandate to the Congress to rule this State, because 70 lakhs
of people voted for the Congress and only 26 lakhs voted for the
Communists. But he forgot one simple fact that the 70 lakhs who
voted for the Congress do not become the majority of the voters
who took part in the last general elections. It may be that there
were a number of parties who contested the electi But our
Chief Minister knows that whatever be the multiplicity of the
parties that contested the elections, the one simple fact, the one
simple straight issue that was posed before the people by every
party including even the ‘Congress party, was whether the Congress

that ruled the country during the last five years should
continue to rule it. Tt was claimed that the Congress alone had
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the right to rule this State, rule the people of this country and
administer this country, because it had wonderful brains and
administrative experience and had won the freedom of this country.
The question was whether that Congress Party should be returned
to power and continue to rule the country. This was the question
posed by every party, the Congress Party; K.M.P. Party, the
Krishakar Lok Party, the Socialists and the Independents. This
was the single and straight issue raised by all the parties and the
Congress also raised this simple and straight issue. Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru whenever he’went about"the country raised this same
simple issue and placed his'programme before the people. On
this issue the people gave a-verdiet against the Congress. Only
34 per cent of the voters who went to-the polls voted for the
Congress .and- the rest. voted - for thé parties. that opposed
the Congress. Whatever be their party, all of them were agreed
that the Congress shall not rule. How then dare the Chief Minister
come forward in the face of this clear and unambiguous verdiet of
the people and tell us and the people that 70 lakhs have voted for
the Congress and therefore the people have given them a mandate
to rule the State? (The Hon. Sri C. Subramaniam : ‘ Is it sup-
pression of a fact? ’) It is suppression of 1 fact that the 70 lakhs of
voters represented only a minority of the total number-of voters that
participated in the general election. It is supr jion of the simpl

and straight issue that the Congress lost and did not receive the
mandate from.the people to rule-this State.”" The people gave
the wverdict that Congress shall not rule the State. That verdict
of the people of course has been and wili be suppressed.

‘“ Thereafter we know how the Chief Minister has come to be
in charge of the affairs of the State, how exactly he came to be
the head of the Government. We need not waste our time now
on all those things.. We have diseussed it sufficiently. We know
also how many have been inveigled into the Governmental group.
I deliberately use the word ‘ inveigled *.  Be that as it may. The
g‘estion now arises; ever since then what is it that the Chief

‘Minister has been saying and doing? HEven now in this House in
the course of the statement he has made, what is the attempt that
he has made to bamboozle'the Members? ' I have known in history,
at any rate I have read, that people who preach about God were
people who renounced worldly things and worldly life. I have heard
of the great Buddha renouncing the kingdom, donning saffron cloth
and going about preaching about God. I have also heard of others
who left their kingdoms and went about preaching God. But f(?r
the first time now we have got an example of a person who leaves his
¢ Vamaprastha’ and comes back to take up the reins of the State
and then goes about preaching about God. He requires a police-
state, the power of the police on which seven crores of rupees are
spent, for the purpose of preaching his God. This is the position
to which we have been reduced. (Interruption.) There is of course
another example we know. Tord Krishna who was the King of
Dwaraka was going about preaching G—qd. ‘We know also in th?
Gita he was shouting against the non:behevers. Perhaps our Rajaji
the author of ¢ Kannan-Kattiya Vazhi ’ had thought that he himself
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followed in the foot-steps of Liord Krishna and was a reincarnation
‘of ‘ Kannan ’ himself as stated in the Gita :
‘agr Ay & wier wfwal awa
b & &R A gaREgE o’

Whenever dharma subsides and adharma reigns supreme, then

I, Krishna, reincarnate to suppress adharma and re-establish

dharma.” This is the English translation of the verse. So

perhaps he thought : * To-day there is lot of adharma in this country

because the Communists are getting powerful and the other people

who are opposed to the Congress are getting powerful, and therefore

I have come here in order to re-establish dharma.’ However one

thing strikes us as peculiar, and that is this ; the fact that there is

“a lot _of disbelief in God, and that there is great necessity to incul-

cate into the people faith in God, dawned upon our Chief Minister

only after the Congress Party lost in the elections in the Madras

State and not before. We know he had been writing some books

on religion, but the zeal and the urge that he shows to-day in
preaching about God in every public meetimg,—at any rate, I have
not seen in him before, in my long public life, from the time I
have known him. I claim to have attended many public meetings
addressed by him and heard his speeches in the Congress Confer-
ences and Sessions that T have attended. I ~have heard a
number of his speeches during 1937-39 when he was the Prime
Minister of this State. In those speeches, I can say, I have not
bheard this much. of preaching about God which he does to-day.

Therefore, it is clear that the idea that fo-day there is ungodli-
ness and disbelief in God and therefore it has become verys
necessary to inculcate faith in God in the people, has dawned upon
him suddenly after the Congress has lost at the polls in this State.
At any rate, we do not see Chief Ministers in other States where
Congress has got a majority, preaching about God as our Raja-
gopalachari is doing in this-State. Only in this State the Congress
has lost. Why? Because people have no faith in God! If they
have faith in God, they would have voted for the Congress! This.
is what it ultimately reduces itself to. When a politician, a states-
man, a diplomat, suddenly turns to be a preacher of God, using his
position as Head of the Government, then ‘it becomes necessary
to probe a little deeper into it, to understand the.motives behind
his preachings. Is it merely a desire to inculcate faith in God in
the people or is there something else?  Is it an attempt to hide
something else? Is it an attempt to masquerade as a devout
preacher and conceal something else? I say that all this talk is
nothing more than an attempt to hide the anti-people policies that

were being pursued and that are now continued to be pursued by Sri

Rajagopalachari and his Government. The same policies that were

pursued by the previous Congress Government are being continued
to-day. Only the continuation is being done along with the preach-
ng of God. But we know that the issue of God is not the issue

before us. We know that Rajaji also was a party to our Constitu-
tion. He was one of the framers of the Constitution, and our
Constitution was sought to be made a Constitution of a secular
State, and let us also remember that the Constitution provides for
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an-oath or affirmation. Therefore, faith in God or no faith in God,
can never be an issue in this House or anywhere in the country,
so long as we are functioning. under the Constitution, the Constitu-
tion of a secular State which it is claimed to be.

‘* Therefore, let us not confuse the issue. The issue is whether
the Government headed by Sri Rajagopalachari commands the
confidence, not of this House, but of the people as a whole. That
is the issue before the people, and the electorate had given its
verdict in the last elections, and if the Government want another
verdict, we have no ‘©bjection. (Thterruption from Hon. Sri
C. Rajagopalachari!)’ Sir, ‘Sri Rajagopalachari wants to point out
that the electorate did not ' give a verdict on the issue of the
Ministry headed by Sri Rajagopalachari. ' ((Interruption from Hon.
Sri C. Rajagopalachari.) Anyway, the Chief Minister has given
me a point and I take it that Sri Rajagopalachari wants to dissociate
himself from.the Congress whose Ministry ruled. this. State last
time.””

* Tue HoN. Sr1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI :—** Sir, T was only
explaining that the issue before the people was more general. But,
he talked it on to the language of the Motion. ~In the language
of the present Motion, he would not be correct i saying that the
issue was my Ministry. I had to interrupt so that he may correct
his argument and carry on.””

* 8r1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—*‘ T. maintain, having heard Sri
"Rajagopalachari’s explanation, that the issue. before the people
was the same although Sri Rajagopalachari seeks to make a distinc-
tion between the Ministry that existed befere and his Ministry, on
the ground that previously some other gentlemaan, Mr. P. 8.
Kumaraswami Raja, was the head of the Ministry.”

* Tap HON. Sk ¢! RATAGOPATLLACHARI :—‘“ [t would be
perfectly open to Mr. Ramamurthi to say that the issue before the
people was the general issue of the Congress as a governing party.
But, if he says that I am going to dissociate myseif from the
“previous Ministry, he is saying something wnfair.”” ;

* Sr1' P. RAMAMURTHI :—** I-did say ‘that the issue before
“the people in the last general elections was the issue of the Con-
gress as such and I say that again. In fact, I'said that the very
purpose of bringing forward this Motion is'an attempt to tell the

ple, ‘ Sri C. Rajagopalachari is the Chief Minister; don’t confuse
his Ministry with the Congress Ministry; have you got confidence
in him or the Ministry that has gone? ' He might deny it. Tt is
sought to be made out that this is entirely a different NEmstry
because Sri Rajagopalachari is the head of this Ministry.

* Tag HoN. Sr1 C. RATAGOPALACHARI :—** 8ir, let me
try to put the issue in the same framework put by Mr. Ramamurthi.
The issue is that I appeal for confidence in my Ministry, not
compared with the previous Ministry, but compared with an
alternative Government formed out of Members slt’t,lng in the
-Opposition. That is the only issue before the House.
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* 8r1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—‘‘ In spite of all that, it is a
Congress M.l.ms_try. Sri Rajagopalachari, when he is the head of
the Ministry, is a Congressman pure and simple, and to-day he
cannot absolve himself of all the sins of omission and commission
that were committed by the previous Ministry. He cannot say
that he was not responsible for any of those acts for the simple
reason that the policies that were pursued by the previous Congress
Government not only in this State but in every State, were pursued
in pursuance of the general policy of the Congress Working Com-
mittee of which Sri Rajagopalachari himself was a Member for a
long time. Therefore, the people of this State had given their fair
and unambiguous verdict on the Congress Ministry and all the
policies that were pursued by them all these years. Instead of
understanding: that the verdict of the people was given properly,
and that because the Congress had misrnled the people it had lost
the confidence of the people, instead of learming a . lesson and
admitting the mistake, Sri C. Rajagopalachari to-day comes forward
and says : ‘“Well, I have come here as a broomstick to completely
clean the Augean stables of the Congress? In fact, that was that
he exactly said on the Beach immediately after he assumed office.
‘What is sauee for the gander is sauce for the gooses

‘* That the Congress Government was defeated in the last
general elections is not an ordinary thing. Sri Rajagopalachari has
been going about telling the people that they committed a mistake.
In Tirunpelveli district, he went about saving that the people had
placed some thorns in his way. But, will he consider why the
people voted for those ple in preference to the Congress? Let
us understand the implhcations of this verdict. Besides, Sir, the
Congress had all the advantages. It had the administrative machi-
nery behind it. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru could roam about the
country in a Government seroplane, and a special train could be
placed at his disposal for his tour of Andhra® Desa. In addition,
the entire Press was there. The Chief Minister this morning was
referring to some statement appearing in the Press. Well, if all
those newspapers could be taken as a guide for public opinion, there
would not, be 152 Congress Members, but 350 Members. - They no,
longer represent the ‘public. opinion., The Hindu, the Indian,
Express and all the papers forecast that the Congress would be
returned with 350 Members. That was their reading of public
opinion. That is the kind of barometer that they have got and that
is what they want us to follow. But, we have got a different way
of measuring public opinion. We will go to the people and elicit
public opinion. Therefore, Sir, despite all the advantages the
Congress lost the elections. 2

““ We on this side had tr dous disadvant; too. We did
not have the advantage of meeting the  electorate even once.
Mr. B. Gopala Reddi, the previous Finance Minister, when asked
for reasons for his defeat said : * I had gone to my constituency only
for about a week. If I had been there for ten days more, then I
would certainly have won the election.’ But what is sauce for the
goose is not sauce for gander ! Sir, seven days were not sufficient for
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Mr. Gopala Reddi to tour his constituency. What about Mr. Rama-
murthi and Mr. Nagi Reddi who were not given even a single
day to go to their constituencies? That is democracy of the
Congress brand. In spite of all this, the people voted against the
Congress and there must be something in the verdict of the people.
What is the lesson they have learnt? The Chief Minister told us
in the last session, ‘ If there is unity on this side, you cannot win;
the Congress cannot be defeated; I will demonstrate it.’ Well,
the' first opportunity had come in Aruppukkottai. Was there dis-
unity in the Congress.’”

! 'I;H’}Sl Hon. Sg1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—* What about Coimba-
ore

* Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHLI :—** In Coimbatore, we had not con-
tested before. “But, the Hon. Minister for Finance will see that
in Coimbatore town we had increased our votes. In Tondamuttur.
the constituency of the Hon. 8ri V. C . Palanisami Gounder, we
had,increased our votes in spite of the fact that the Hon, Minister
for Prohibition was camping there. Tt is true we did mot win the
election. - It is entirely a new constituency for-us. The Congress
had won the election there because they had appealed to.the basest
passions of the people, to the communal passions.

‘‘ Take the case of Aruppukkottai election. Ts'it contended that
the Congressmen were not united even after Sri €. Rajagopalachari
had taken over the administration and therefore they lost Aruppuk-
kottai?  But then why did all-those godly people who had done so
much good for the country and made terrible sacrifices, quarrel?
‘When thieves fall out, truth comes out. That was why they had
a terrible reverse. It was because people had come-to know them
in their true colours. Congressmen were no longer for making
sacrifices for the sake of the country and for the sake of the poor
and the downtrodden. They were for self-aggrandisement. It
was not sacrifice for the people that motivated then. Their God
was Mammon whom the Congress had been serving during the last
five years while.in office. That is why the Congress suffered such
a colossal defeat in the recent general elections. Im spite of all that
had happened against their favour, the Congress still wants to be
in office by political manceuvres.

““ Take this policy of decontrol. It is mot a new and novel
thing. Attempts are being made by means of this policy of
decontrol to disrupt the United Democratic Front : What was the
reaction of the Communist Party to this policy? I issued a state-
ment stating that it was a risky step that the Government had
taken. Because a Communist said that the step was a risky one,
he must be dubbed as anti-State. But when the Chief Minister
himself stated at the time of announcing the decontrol policy that
he was doing so and taking a risky step, he was considered to be
doing the correct thing. I mentioned in that statement that we
are in the year 1952 and not in 1948.

“ The Government say that they have enough stocks. They
themselves say that there has been no increase in production. Why
is there so much stock? What is the real state of affairs? The
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people have lost the purchasing power. That is why even in the
blackmarket prices had fallen. Nonetheless I stated that the anti-
social elements would exploit the already starved masses, sooner or

later. § Is it wrong to point to the danger and ask for steps against
them

i | shall, in this connexion, quote a statement of Sri C. Raja-
uopa.lachana.r when he was the Governor-General of India during
the year 1949. Replying to a civic address presented to him on

December 15th, 1949, by the:Visakhapatnam Municipal Council,
he has stated :

* You have to ing subject, Mr. Chairman,—
¢Controls’. I expected cheers from the audlenoe when you said controls should
be removed and I was wvery glad to note they were mot so hasty. You have
pointed out in your address that there are warious ehortages prevailing now,
including food shortage; and that shortage has increased as a result of controls.
Control Y Atssli:unl‘l:: increase -:;or:;ge v‘?. ore lihere ‘& ll;?rtaga, there mul;

requl.tnon it dishonss peop! exploits th the shortage m
" with When we 5
same dishonesty will be there sad dinhnnn.b people will exploig the shortage nn a
terrible manner. Utban areas will be at the merey of exploiters. It is & matter
which affects innumerable souls all over the country and these who are respon-
sible for Government do not feel they ecan take off controls and leave the
shortage to be exploited. That is the reasoa for the hesitation.”

Well, we find the same Sri C. Rajagopalachari here in a different
capacity. He has suddenly embarked on the policy of decontrol.
It is stated that there has been a large accurmalation of stocks.
While it is asserted by Government that prices of paddy and rice
have fallen, 1 can.quote instances where prices have soared up.
Tan]ore and Chidambaram the prices have registered an increase.
Is it necessary that because Sri C. Rajagopalachari had suddenly
changed his mind all others should say ditto? ~And if you do not
do s0, you are an enemy of the State !

““ Our own past will clearly show that it was t.he Communists
who as early as 1946-47 caught the blackmarketeers who were
hoarding grains and minting money out of the blood of the people.
The people of Madurai, of Tirunelveli, and of Madras know full
well how the Communists caught red-handed the biggest black-
marketeers and exposed their anti-social activities. In so far as the
policy of the Government is intended to help the landlords and
the blackmarketeers; I declare on-the floor of this House that the
Communists would ' comtipue- to launch: 'a - relentless campaign
against the continuance of sueh'a policy. They would never. be
afraid of police lathis or bullets (cheers). Whatever the Govern-
ment may say, I maintain that it is because of the misrule of the
Congress during the past that we find ourselves in the miserable
state of affairs obtaining at present. The Congress has brought
chaos and misery to the people.

““ A question has been asked what exactly do we mean by the
term ‘ people ’. T say that by the term ‘ people’ we mean the
working-class, the peasantry, the middle class and even the honest
capitalist. Those idle landlords and blackmarketeers, the parasitic
elements in our country, who exploit the poverty-stricken masses
and enjoy comfort at their expense, but do not have any role in
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production—I refuse to recognize them as ° people’. But this
definition of the term ‘ people ’ is not acceptable to the Govern-
ment. To them people means landlords and blackmarketeers.

““ It was due to the anti-people policies pursued by them that
the Congress lost the general elections. The people have given
a clear verdict against them. Due to the Government’s policy,
hundreds of thousands of workers and poor peasants were thrown
into the streets. Even after Mr. Rajagopalachari has taken over
the administration the evil has not stopped. In Tanjore district
as many as thirty thousand peasants have been dispossessed of
their lands. This is not confined to only one district. In the
constituency from which Sri V. C. ' Palaniswami Gounder is
coming, thousands of evictions of poor peasants are taking place.
The fever of eviction is spreading from district to district. This
was brought to the notice of the Chief Minister at the time when
he visited Coimbatore. I rushed from Tanjore to Coimbatore and
informed the Chief Minister of what was happening. I spoke to
the District Magistrate. Pending legislation, 1 requested that the
status quo be maintained. = But nothing has “been done. It is
possible for the Government to issue an Ordinance for enhancing
the petrol tax where only a few lakhs of rupees of revenue are
involved.  But where it is a question of preventing landlords from
evicting thousands of peasants and of depriving them of their
lands, no Ordinance could be issued- %

‘“ Liet us take another aspect. During the. last session, speaker
after speaker from this side of the House criticised the Congress
administration and demanded a policy statement from the Govern-
ment. What was the answer of the Chief Minister! He declared,
¢ I do uot recognize the ‘‘ hotch-poteh * Opposition that is sitting
before me '~—these were his very words—‘ 1 recogmize only the
Communist Party as my Opposition ’.

‘“ When Mr. Govindaswami Naicker spoke he was raising the
voice of the people. He and others of the Tamil’ Nad Toilers’
party were elected to this House in opposition to the Congress.
And so; when he spoke, his was'the voice of the thousands of the
people of his constituency who elected him in preference to and in
opposition to the  Congress' ¢andidate. They elected him and
refused to elect the Congress candidate because, they had found by
experience that the Congress had failed them. And yet the Chief
Minister says that he refuses to recognize Mr. Govindaswami
Naicker as part of the Opposition. In effect he refused to recog-
nize the people who sent him to this House to voice their feelings
and their demands. Well, Sir, that is his concept of democracy.
We are told that democracy is a concept which we do not under-
stand. The concept of democracy also is the monopoly of the
Chief Minister and his party. - And we know what that concept
of democracy is. As a matter of fact, we know that as Home
Minister of the Government of India he was responsible for the
Press Liaw which no democrat in this country is prepared to accept
as a democratic measure ; no paper in this country, no paper of his
own party even, is prepared to accept as anything but a draconic
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measure for crushing democracy. Yet, we are asked to learn
lessons in democracy from him and the Government of which he
is the head.

““ 8ir, with this concept of democracy how can he understand
what exactly is the demand for the Andhra province or the demand
for linguistic provinces? These are merely administrative matters
for him. Read the speech he had made as the Home Minister of
the Goverqment of India in 1951 in Parliament, when the question
of linguistic provinces came up. How did he understand it?
To him it was not a problem of the people, but it was merely a
matter of administrative’ convenience : the ‘British Government
created the provinces in order to suit administrative convenience;
and it was all a minor issue and there were graver issues, and
so on B

TeE Hon. Smi' (. RAJAGOPALACHARI -— Sir, is the
hon. Member supposed to be quoting me? Tf that is his position,
he is not quoting right: he-is adding his own comments to what
T said.”

* Sr1 P: RAMAMURTHI :—'‘ 1 maintain that this very con-
cept of linguistic States that our Chief Minister has, the concept of
administrative convenience, shows, if I may say so, the deepest
contempt he has for the people.  That is why yesterday when
question after question was being asked of him on the letter he
wrote to the Prime Minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal, he took
umbrage under the fact ' that after all it was a private letter
bet one gentleman and th gentleman. Oné€ private
gentleman carries on correspondence with another private gentle-
man. We know what private affairs mean—affairs concerning
their families or friends. If Rajaji had written about the welfare
of Jawaharlal’s family or his friends, we would not have bothered
ourselves about it. But, it is a matter concerning the lives of
millions of people who today feel intensely for their democratic
right to have their province. That is how the people of Tamilnad
and of Kerala also intensely feel the urgent and imperative neces-
sity of linguistic provinces. We realise that it is not a problem of
mere administrative convenience. We realise it is a_very funda-
mental problem of democracy. If democracy in this country is to
flourish, if every single man, woman and child ‘in" this State has
got to participate in the ‘administration of the State, in the Legis-
lature of the State and in all" the 'activities of the State, the
creation of linguistic provinces alone will help them to do so.
Then alone there can be democratisation of -public life. So long,
therefore, as there are no linguistic provinces, all talk of demo-
cracy loses its force, because otherwise people cannot practise
democracy. That is why, all sections of this House are interested
in seeing that linguistic States are set up immediately, because
considerations of democracy far outweigh, all other considerations.
Tnstead of understanding the democratic urge on the part of the
people, he is today trying to take shelter by saying that it is all
private correspondence. So long as he is the Chief Minister of
this State and he writes to the Prime Minister of India, he writes
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in no other capacity than as the Chief Minister, because he holds
an important position here and he writes to another person who
holds another important position; and whatever both of them do
in this regard can affect the destinies of millions of the State.
Moreover, he writes on an issue affecting those very people.
Therefore, we are entitled to know what exactly he has written.
That is our concept of democracy. But a concept that is anti-
people, a concept which means, ‘ all power to me ; believe me ; have
faith in me if you want anything: leave me to do as I wish; you
must have faith in my goodness: and if that is granted, you do not
interfere in anything $hat I might do, but you just keep quiet ’,
is his concept of democracy. K We on this side cannot subseribe to
that concept of democracy. On the other hand, we see that people
who have got to participate in the administration at all levels do
not have the necessary set-up for that, and so long as that set-up is
not there, people will fight for it. And it is a just fight. It is for
that we are fighting. You may ecall it chaes; but people will not
be frightened by this word ‘ chaos ’; because they know who it is
that has created the chaos. During the last 150 years of direct
British rnle in_this country, as Sri €. Rajagopalachari himself
stated the other day in his radio broadcast, they did not succeed,
despite their terrific attempts, in smashing our handloom industry
which is the pride of our Tamilnad. Where the British Govern-
ment did not succeed in their attempts for 150 years, the Congress
Government succeeded in five years. (Cheers from the Opposition
benches.) How was the yarn distributed? There was terrible
blackmarketing.  The handloom weaver did not get four days’
yarn in a month. During the last four or five years we know how
the prices increased and how the handloom weaver was forced to
purchase yarn in the blackmarket. Instead of protecting the
handloom weaver against the mill-owner, the policy of this Govern-
ment has actually been to protect the mill-owner against the hand-
loom weaver—because by levying sales tax on yarn, this is exaectly
what you are doing. When the varn goes in a composite mill,
from the spinning to the weaving department, the mill-owner gets
it at cost price-and he has not to pay extra for the yarn. When
the Coimbatore mill-owners sell varn to the weaving mills at
Bombay, Ahmedabad and Calcutta, these mills have to pay sales
tax only at one peint, that is at 8 pies.a rupee. On the other hand,
when the handloomn weaver purchases yarn, he has to pay sales tax
not at one point but continuously at 8, 4 or 5 points, so much so,
he has to pay one and a quarter anna per rupee when he gets the
yarn. Therefore, actually the mill-owner is placed in an advan-
tageous position vis-a-vis the handloom weaver. That is\how the
handloom weaver is being crushed. This was how where the
British Government did not succeed, the Congress Goyernment has
succeeded. If we look at the handloom weaver today in Salem and
in every other town, we will see that hundrfeds of thousands of
families are ruined and tMe weavers are roaming about the country
as destitutes, leaving their families. This has created chaos. Has
this chaos been created by the Communists? Is it the Members of
the Opposition that have created this chaqs?_ Or is it the ang'ress
misrule that has created this chaos? This is a question which the
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people have had to answer. And they gave their answer in the
elections. Again in Coimbatore, 12,000 workers were discharged
in 1948. Did this not create chaos? Who are the people that are
responsible for having created the chaos? Even today hundreds of
thousands of workers in the State do not get employment even for
50 per cent of the days. They get employment hardly for two or
three days a week. Does not this mass unemployment create
chaos? Who is it that created this chaos? TIs it the Communists,
or is it the Congress that has created the chaos? People have
given the verdict that it is the Congress that is responsible,
because it is unable to solve a single preblem in the country. It
cannot solve even a single problem because. its policies are wedded
to the Imperialists and the landlords. ' (Hear, hear.) So long as
the policy of the Congress is wedded to the Imperialists and the
landlords and the Government are determined to help foreign em-
ployers like the Binny’s and the Harvey's, who have made greater
profits during the years of Congress rule than at any time in the
150 years of British rule in this country, and so long as they are
protecting their interests, the Congress will not be able to solve a
single problem of the people in this country. On the other hand,
you will only go on inflicting misery, misery and greater misery on
the people. But every attempt at inflicting misery will be vesisted,
whatever might be the seale of the police force that may be em-
ployed against the people. Vast historical forces are on the march
and they cannot be stopped by the police ox the military. This is
what is happening and this is what is sought to be called chaos.
But s people will judge who has ereated this chaos. During the last
three or four years, Congressmen went about preaching about. us
when we were ingide the jail or underground ; our papers were sup-
pressed and we had no means to tell the facts to these people. The
Congress Ministry followed the path which Maxwell followed in
1942. Maxwell and others went about saying that the Congress was
responsible for all the things done subsequent to August 1942.
Similarly, after putting us in jail, after driving ws underground and
after denying to us all means and opportunities of telling the people
the truth, the Congress Ministry and other Congressmen, following
the foot-steps of the Maxwells, the Wavells and the Linlithgows,
shouted that 'we were creating chaos. Congressmen shouted that
we committed murders and/that we looted people in Telengana, in
Andhra, in Tanjore and in Malabar. Bat, it is'in these places
where we were working among the people, the people have given
their verdict against the = Congress. Let this be understood
clearly. Instead of learning lessons from these things, they con-
tinue their policy of further inflicting misery on the people and
throwing greater burdens on ‘them. Only it is being continued
by the present Ministry with Rajaji at its head. And in order
to hide these burdens that are being put on the people, they are
told, ‘ Believe in God; have faith in God; everything will be
all-right . He preaches to them ‘Karmanyevadikarasthe ma
paleshu kadachana ’. That is the philosophy that he wants to
teach people, that is, you have the right only to toil, but not
to the frnits thereof. You want people to lead a life of supine-
ness whatever might be the exploitation to which they are put and
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whatever the burden that is heaped on them. You want to benumb,
to dull their consciousness and prevent them from resisting these
burdens. That is the meaning of preaching about God. There-
fore I say, by passing this Motion we will be betraying the interests
of the people. Anyone in this House who supports this Motion
will be voting against democracy. On the plea of preventing -
chaos, anti-democracy is being sought to be imposed on the people
of this country.and m the name of chaos, sovereign rights of the
people are being trampled upon and thwarted. To vote for
this Motion would therefore be: to vote against democracy. It
will be a vote against the ; linguistic “provinces. (Interruption.)
Yes, I shall also'add, it will be a vote against the handloom weaver,
against the peasant, against the worker and against the people. It
will therefore be 'a vote in favour of the exploiting section of our
people. - Therefore it will be a vote for the few landlords whose
interests the Ministry is bent upon upholding. T therefore ask this
Housge to reject this Motion."”

* Sri V. CHIDANANDAM :—*‘¢ Sir, this Motion of Confi-
dence in_the Hon. the Chief Minister Sri' C. Rajagopalachariar is
premature. Tt is only two months since he took charge. During
this period not much has been done and much remains to be done.
He was saying that the Communists were his enemy No. 1 and the
P.W.D. his enemy No. 2. I feel that he should have called dis-
honest officials his enemy No.. 1. Dishonesty was rampant and is
continuing even after the present 'Chief Minister took charge.
When he assumed office, people expected much in the direction of
putting down dishonesty. But dishonesty eontinues to be the same
as it was before.

‘“ There were several representations for the abolition of
jamabandi. The sufferings of the village officers on account of the
enormous supplies they had to make to their superior officers were
not at all taken into consideration. T submit that jamabandi
should be abolished.

““ The children of village officers have not been given even the
small school fee concession which the children of N.G.Os. are
allowed. Elementary education is not made compulsory through-
out the State. We want-to abolish illiteracy. How can we do it
when elementary education is not made compulsory throughout the
State? A large sum of money has not,been provided for elemen-
tary education, though a decent amount has been provided for
higher education. In my opinion, promotion of elementary educa-
tion is most important and every boy and girl must be compelled
to go to school. Otherwise, we cannot achieve cent per cent
literacy even after hundreds of years.

“ Coming to irrigation projects, I do not think much has been
done in our State all these years. In Rayalaseema nothing has
been done, and particularly in my district of Cuddap@h what has
been done is zero. Plans and estimates for the Gandikota project
were ready. But the engineers and the previous Ministry were
putting off its execution for reasons known only to themselves.
This Ministry seems to be adopting the same attitud Plans and
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estimates for the Lower Sagileru Project in my constituency have
been submitted to the Government recently and the project is
ready for execution. On the plea that it is not included in the
Five-Year Plan, it is not ex d. ho objected to its inclusion
in the Plan? Ministers in the previous Ministry or the Engineer-
ing department were perhaps not interested in taking it up in
view of the fact that they had schemes in places in which they
were interested. Justice was not done to the public; naturaf
justice failed. We have been suffering from famine and drought
year after year for the last five years:"“We have been agitating and
our agitation was not Jieeded. This year Rayalaseema suffered
heavily. There wasaproar and a'lot of agitation:. It took a long
time for the Government to recognize the existence of famine and
by the time they began to ‘do something for the people, many .
people suffered and left the area.

““ As regards Prohibition, T do not want that people should
drink. But I feel that it is not our duty to go on preaching morals
and losing a“lot of revenue. I know that our Chief Minister is
very adamant and persistent that Prohibition should be there. I
have read in the newspapers his statement : Prohibition must be
there; if it goes, . must also go. I request him not to be so very
persistent. When people say that they will drink at their own
cost, why should“the Government lose the revenue? If he feels
that money should not be collected from poor people through drink,
iet him provide them with free toddy. I, as a Brahman, do not
drink and my relatives and Non-Brahman friends also do not drink.
But when the workers and labourers want to drink after a hard
day’s labour, why should that not be allowed? 1 am not bound to
vote as anybody would like me to vote; I can vote according to my
discretion. 1 differ from the policy of Prohibition. Generally -
I am willing to co-operate with the Hon. Chief Minister. Drink
was in vogue even in the old yugas. We read in the Mahabharata
that Sukrachariar was drinking. In the story of Kachadevayanai
we read that Kacha was murdered by Rakshasas. Eyen in olden
days, drink was considered a sin and drunkards were called Raksha-
sas. I have no objection if the drunkards are called Rakshasas.
Let them be given toddy free; let them not be taxed. A lot of
revenue can be'got by taxing ‘the imported liquor. The Government
have allowed drink to permit-holders. 1If drink is a sin, it is a sin
for all. Everyone must be forbidden from drinking, even with the
help of military force if it becomes mnecessary. There should not
be any exemption. People outside the Assembly are criticizing us
saying that Ministers, legislators, officers and even Prohibition
officers are drinking. Prohibition has not been a success because
almost all the Prohibition officials are dishonest. They go to raid
a place, drink, take a bribe, charge-sheet one or two persons and go
away. There are several such cases on record. If I run an illicit
distillery, I supply the officers with drink and also give them
money. While illicit distillers earn lakhs of rupees, those who
purchase arrack from them and sell, earn thousands of rupees.

‘“ As regards derationing and decontrol, T support the measure.
My support will be all the greater if even the zonal system is
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abolished. On account of controls people were put to unnecessary
suffering. Cases of violation of the Prohibition Act and food

control regulations occupied a good deal of the time of the magis-
tracy. Poor, innocent and ignorant people who transported
headloads of rice or paddy were prosecuted, but clever people who
transported lorry-loads of rice or paddy iilicitly escaped the clutches
of the law. The previous Ministry was not bold enough to intro-
duce decontrol long ago because of the false figures furnished by the
village officers. The karnawms, at the request of Tahsildars and
Revenue Inspectors, underestimated production. Even if bumper
crops were harvested, karnams recorded them as crops with two-
anna or four-anna outturn, so as to give the advantage of the remis-
sion or reduction of land revenue to ‘the people. If controls go,
there will be considerable retrenchment of officers.and staff in the
Civil Supplies department and some unemployment will result.
The officers perhaps did not want their suberdinates to be ousted
and so they advised the Ministry to eontinue the; controls.

*“ In the present Budget the cess has been increased to one-
third the land revenue. The levy of a surcharge on bus fares will
affect the poorest of the poor. . Overloading of -buses has not been
stopped by the present Ministry or the previous Ministry. The
Government are not increasing the number of buses on each route.
BEven though jthere is competition among bus.operators, there is
overloading.””

Mg. SPEAKER :— " Is  the hon. Member reading his
speech? ’’
* Srr V. CHIDANANDAM :—** T have simply jotted down the

points in a slip to which I am referring now and then.
*“ 1 have been against the levy of sales tax on certain articles

‘like foodgrains. At a largely attended public meeting in my

constituency, I opposed the levy of sales tax on food or tiffin and
coffee sold in hotels. Most of the people who resort to lLotels are
poor people, though some rich people also may go there. It is not
reasonable or. just to tax the food of'the poor people. The poor
should be allowed to gét their food and cloth at least without having
to pay any tax on thém. -

““ Neither this' Ministry nor the;previous Ministry has taken
up any project’ worth the name in the Cuddapah district.

“ There are many points on which 1 differ from certain poli-
cies of this Ministry and I will talk about them during the Budget
discussion. With certain exceptions and reservations, I have no
objection to support the Motion. If I vote against the policy of
the Hon. Chief Minister at any future date, he may 'then ask me
why I supported the Motion now under discussion. That is why
1 say that with certain reservations 1 support this Ministry
generally.”’ 8 g

* Mr. W. J. FERNANDEZ :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to

p-m.support wholeheartedly and unhesitatingly the Motion of vote of

in the Council of Ministers headed by the Chief Minister
(éorli] Céeﬁi?ag)ﬁalachari, moved by the Hon. the Leader of the House
this morning. It has been my privilege to have been a Member of
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the last ngisl_ative Assembly from its inception in April 1946 till
its dissolution in April 1952. I have seen the Prakasam Minstry,
the Omandur Ramaswami Reddiyar’s Ministry and the Kumara-
swami Raja's Ministry rise and fall. Those Ministries had good
men of outstanding ability, but unfortunately the various measures
“which they put through the last Assembly for the good of the people
ai large were received otherwise, and, therefore, they became
unpopular, and with them the Congress Party generally became
unpopular. Tt is yet too soon to assess the capabilities of this new
team of Ministers. But one thing.is.certain. This State has never
before had, nor is it likely ever-to have, a leader of such world-wide
fame, mental calibre,iconspicuous ability and political greatness as
our grand old Rajaji. (Applause.) It was a kind Providence that
inspired the Congress Party, which was in the grips of a deep sense
of frustration after the last elections, to appeal to, and eventually
persuade, Sri C. Rajagopalachari to accept the leadership of the
party and form the Government. Millions of people in this State
are now happy in the thought that the affairs of vur State are in
good hands, nay in the hands of one who is the most. capable in the
whole State, and that he will guard our State from the traps and
dangers of anti-social elements in our country. I am surprised that
much ado is being made about the recent bye-election in Aruppu-
kotai Puarliamentary constituency. 1 can understand all that fuss
if those elections had been held six years ago under the old condi-
tions. Now with adult franchise; it does not necessarily mean that
the result of the bye-election in the Aruppukottai Parliamentary
constituency refleets the views of the electors. They are a whole
mass of illiterate people led by others like sheep to the polling
station, and told to put their ballot papers into this or that box.
They do not know whether they are supporting the Congress Party
or other parties. Much propaganda had been done by other parties.
The Congress Party had been too self-complacent and that is why
they suffered reverses in the last elections. It is futile to worry
about the result of a bye-election. We must not forget that the
whole country has been upset by anti-social and anti-Congress ele-
ments, and that the people have not yet got over the infection
infused into them. I am surprised that our Chief Minister should
have staked ‘8o seriously upon the result. of-the Aruppukottai bye-
election. It is ‘a’'small thing which he should hayve ignored. How-
ever, I appeal to our Chic{ Ministet not to worry about the deal of
fuss being made about the matter but to stand by his declaration
in this House that he is out to save this State from the traps and
dangers of anti-social elements. I am sure that all those in this
House who are well-wishers of the country and who stand for
orderly progress in this State will join me in the prayer that
Providence will spare our Chief Minister for many more years, and
grant him health and strength to guide the destinies of our
State.’’

* SR1 8. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
to oppose the Motion that has been moved by the Hon. the Leader
of the House. I do not understand why the Hon. the Chief Minis-
ter Sri C. Rajagopalachari has brought forward this Motion at a

A—T
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time when the Budget is to be discussed. At a Press Conference,
he gave two reasons for this Motion. One reason is the result of
the Aruppukottai bye-election and the other is the action of the
Opposition in abstaining from attending the House when His Kxcel-
lency the Governor addressed the joint session of both the Houses.
Now, this morning he has given only one reason for this Motion,
and that is, the result of the Aruppukottai bye-election. He has not
mentioned anything about the attitude of the Opposition to His
Excellency the Governor's Address to both Houses of the Legis-
lature. 1 do not understand why the.xesult of the Aruppukottai
bye-election has upset the Chief Minister sesmuch. Who asked the
Hon. Mr. Rajagepalachari to visit Aruppukottai as Chief Minister?
HBven if he wisited that place,.why should he make it a test case?
‘When he has chosen to make it & test ease, where is the objection
to stick on to the stand he took at Aruppukottai? What was lost
in Aruppukottal eannot be gained in Madras., I am reminded here
of an old Tamil-proverb that some one twisted his moustache in
Tiruchirappalli -for something which happened in Madurai. The
Chief Mimister himself said that he made the Aruppukottai bye-
election a test case, and the result is that he lost the ease. The
“verdiet of the Aruppuketta: people is very clear. “T.cannot appreciate
the remnarks of the nominated Member on the other side who spoke
just before me when he said ‘that the people of Aruppukottai are
just like sheep. 1f they voted for the Congress they are-sensible
people, but if they voted against the Congress they are sheep!
People who cannot understand what is meant by election:can talk
like that. 'The real difficulty of the Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari is
this. The previous Congress Government had,done many acts of
commission and omission: 1 need not repeat them all here. That
is why ‘the verdict of the people went against them in the
recent elections. The Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari may have
thought that that set of Congress.people deserved to lose the
elections, and that because he had mnow come in to the
politi}sal arena, - the people would follow him. . There he was
disappointed. .. That is why this Motion has been brought
before this House. He himself said this -morning that Le was
solely responsible for. this Motién, and even ithough cenfidence in
the other Ministers also is sought to be secured, the Chief Minister
definitely said that he was-respounsible for this Motion. I eannot
claim any acquaintande or-friendship- with' the Chief Minister as
the hon. Member Mr. Ramamurthi does, and much less with (_)t.h_er
Ministers. I do not know anything pt what has appeared in
the présu. I do not know anything about all these Ministers. 1
sav that the Chief Minister has lost contact with the masses. I do
admire his intelligence. He has occupied important positions. He
bas occupied the position of the Governor-General of India. = He
must have been a very clever man. But Mr. Rajagopalachari of
1952 is not the same as Mr. Rajagopalachari of 1937-38, and he is
not qualified to lead the State in 1952. The people of 1952 are quite
different from the people of 1938-39. T can say this much, Sir.
In 1937, when he was leading this State as Chief Minister, be once

said that people were like children, they did not know what was
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best for them, and that he, as their guardian, would look after them
I do remember that this appeared in the papers. I can now say.
what hspgened in one of the villages in my constituency. People
are NOW e ted. Ip my constit y in Tanjore district, on the
Coleroon bank there is a village. There is no direct path to that
village, and one will have to walk two miles to reach that village.
When I went there for canyassing votes, the people there gathered
in a public place. An old, illiterate and blind man was asked to
decide for whom they should vote. That old man had the assurance
from the people that they would follow.his lead. The old man
began by saying, ‘ See, affer all the Government is for the people;
the Congress Government said that they were for the people; over-
night they have brought forward so many legislations; did they
consult us about any one legislation; so my opinion is we must vote
against the Congress.”

THE HoN, Sgf C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘‘ T am_not - surprised
that you won."

* Sr1 8. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—** That blind man is so cul-
tured and so educated. He knows why the Government are here,
what are their legislations, and what are their measures. That old
man is able to know all this. That is the type of people in 1952.
The Hon: Mr. Rajagopalachari said that the people of 1937 were
children. . But mnew they are able to say what they want. So,
Mr. Speaker, if Mr. Rajagopalachari has really understood the posi-
tion, he would not have gone to Aruppukottai. He has not stood for
an election and visited villages just as you have done, I have done,
and every one of us has done. That is why we asked him to stand
for election. If is not for anything else. He got into the Legis-
lative Council by nomination and became the Chief Minister. This
was discussed in the press and argued before the High Court also.
I do not want to go into that question now. He said he courted
nomination in spite of the fact that there was a direction’ against
that course from the Congress President, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
I ask, Sir, where is discipline. ~He says that he is a/Congressman.
If he wants to be the leader of ‘the Congress Party here, he ‘must
obey the President of the Indian National Congress. The President
of the Indian National Congress has definitely said to the Congress
Party in Madras, ‘ If it ig your idea to have him as leader of the
party, please get him elected.’ | He has disobeyed the President of
the Congress. The other day when this question was discussed, the
Chief Minister was vehemently justifying the action of His Excel-
lency the Governor in nominating him as a Member of the Council.
To my surprise, he rose and read Article 164 of the Constitution,
and said that if the Opposition Members had read Article 164, they
would see that their agruments fell to the ground. I was wonder-
ing what there was in Article 164. This article gives power to
His HExcellency the Governor to have any man in the street as a
Minister for six months, by which time he must get himself elected.
If the Hon. the Chief Minister does it, there will be no quarrel.
Why did he read out Article 164 when the Opposition asked him

why he sought nomination under Article 171. Of course, he
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claims to understand the mind of the Opposition, and says that we
are here to create chaos. I say he is here to create confusion.
‘When he is asked why he was nominated to the Council under
Article 171, his answer is that Article 164 gives power to His
Excellency the Governor to nominate him.

‘“ This leads me on to another question. That is, Mr. Raja-
gopalachari is not at all acquainted with the present position in
our State. He was Chief Minister in 1937-88 when the Congress
was in a majority. He hae never stood for election in a general
constituency. 1 think that he 6 was previously elected by the
Graduates’ constituency and by postal ballot. Then he happened
to become the Chief Minister. If he has stood for election and
visited villages. personally, he would be able to understand the real
needs and grievances of the villagers. But as one sitting here, he
cannot understand the needs of the villagers. He must have mass
contact. As a lawyer, he might have had mass contact, but he
stopped his practice in 1921. ~Recently he was Governor and then
Governor-General, and he moved with Ambassadore and such other
people. ' Now he is moving with mittadars and others like the Hon.
Mr. Subramaniam and the Hon. Mr. Palaniswami Goundar.

‘“ We cannot expect him to understand the real feelings and
opiniong of the people of 1952. That is why T-eay he 1s not at all
qualified to lead the Cabinet here in the year #952. The Cabinet
in the year 1952 is quite-different from that which existed in the
vear 1937.

““ Further, the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar has got a peculiar
habit. He says one thing and acts differently. Unforfuately I do
not find him in his seat. 1 wanted to tell him one thing, because
I had no oceasion to speak to him. Sir, before he was elected
TLeader of the Congress Party, so many statements appeared in the
press to the effect that Sri Rajagopalachariar would not come and
accept the leadership of the party. He himself said that he was
not at all prepared to accept the leadership of the party and many
people were misled. Certain Members of this House even made a
bet, and I know some experienced Members lost a_ rupee each,
because they made @ bet that Rajaji would not come back into the
political arena. But subsequent events have revealed that he had
from the beginning the idea of accepting office and what he bad said
was only false. Thisis how he says one thing and acts in a different
way. 1 shall give some other instances. When he was addressing
some meeting last month after he became the Chief Minister, he
said that this time there would be no taxes. Subsequently when
he went to Rayalaseema, he said that there would be taxes and
that the people should be prepared to pay them. In Coimbatore he
was speaking in a ladies’ meeting, and what he sp.ld there was this.
‘ You, ladies, you must be prepared to sell your jewels to pay taxes
to the Government.’ This was uttered by the Hon. Sri C. Raja-
gopalachariar, the Chief Minister of t‘he'l\!ladra.s State. Now he
comes before this House and says, Give me your confidence.
1 have got schemes and I will go ahead with them.” But unfortu-
nately he has not disclosed to us what those schemes are. T am
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sure he would not have disclosed them even to his Cabinet Ministers.
Now, let us connect this with the statement he made before the
ladies in Coimbatore to the effect that they must be prepared to sell
their jewels in order to pay taxes to the Government. He has got
schemes, I infer, to reduce the people of this State to such a condi-
tion where they will have to force their wives and daughters to sell
their jewels to pay the taxes. Did the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar
understand the implication of his statement when he asked the ladies
to be prepared to sell their jewels to pay taxes? Only when the
people are not in a position to pay the'taxes imposed on them they
will have to go and.ask their wives and daughters to sell their
jewels to pay the taxes.”’

Sr1 5. RAMASWAMI NAYUDU :—*' Ag a means of utilizing
dead capital.”

h,alsm T. NAGI REDDI :—* Even to the extent of selling their
thalis ! *’

* Sr1 8. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—* We can very well under-
stand that their economic condition would be brought down to such
a low level. - Then, when the ladies are asked to sell their jewels
to pay the taxes to the coffers of the State, to whom will that money
go and for what purpose will it be utilized? I do not understand
what the implieation of the utterance of the Hon..8ri Rajagopala-
chariar was when he was addressing that meeting. He says now
he has got schemes. When he comes before the House to seek its
Vote of Confidence, he must place those schemes before it. But
he has not done so. Since he assumed the Chief Ministership of
the State, has he said anywhere what the policy of this Government
is? In the first radio speech to which I listened, there was abso-
lutely nothing except invoking the blessings of God and cffering
prayers to Him. Subsequently when he was announcing the policy
of decontrol of foodgrains, I listened to his radio speech and he
said, ¢ Your paddy can be moved from one place to another without
restriction . But the people and the officers wers expecting to
kpow the real state of affairs in the country. No doubt everybody
wanted decontrol and derationing. But, at the same. time, every-
body wanted to know-the real state of affairs when control was
removed. We, as laymen, and Collectors and other officers are
not expected to know the real state of aﬁa_i.rs in the State. And
the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar ‘as Chief Minister ought to tell the
people the real state of affairs. He must have told us ¢ Wg have
got so much stock. We are expecting o much of kuruvai crop.
The blackmarketers have got so much. So'the country will be put:
on its own feef if decontrol is introduced.” This is what we
expected. But even to-day those particulars are not given.

““ Then, even when he was removing control and rationing,
what wae the date when that order was to take effect? I remember
he said in his speech that decontrol and derationing would come
into force forthwith. But it was only on the 15th of the month
that one; could receive the orders. Immediately after the radio
speech, T met the Collector but he was not aware of the new policy.
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He said, * We will have to procure and send if on *. F

three days even th.e_ Collector of the district was not nbleortohlz:a::
3 what the real position was. For about a week so many persons

were arrested and put in jail. Who is responsible for 1t? As an

s}dmmmtrq.tor, h_e must see that simultaneously the order takes effect

in the various districts. Is it difficult to do that? *’

TeaE HoN. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘“ How many perso:
were arrested and put in jail? ** o it ™

* Sr1 S. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—*“I know that about seven
persons were arrested in Tanjore. Now, the order was not communi-
cated for several days.  Any order to take effectiimmediately must
be communicated at, once; otherwise, it will not benefit the people
concerned. Some gentlemen said that Rajaji is an able and good
administrator and a clever man and that he knows everything.
But this is the sort of orders he has passed and the Hon. Sri Subra-
maniam wants to know how many people were arrested. He does
not know the. implication of what I am mentioning.’’

_ THE Hown. Sr1 C. SUBRAMANIAM :—** T have taken note of
it and I shall reply to it.’’
Srr 8. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—'* For about a weelk nobody

knew and even the officers ‘did not know what they should do.
Even chowkidars were arresting people. The people in the villages
had to suffer. X

““ Sir, another important thing I want to say is this. Under
Rajaji’s regime, dishonest people are encouraged, In the year 1937
or 1938 when he was the Chief Minister of this State, he passed
a legislation called the Agriculturists’ Debt Relief Act. No doubt
there was a demand for that Act. But what happened was, honest
debtors were penalized, and people who did not pay interest were
given relief ultimately. Dishonest people were encouraged and
people used to say at that, time : there is a Tamil proverb, ‘° &Ledr
ucL it QpEsFBUITe sEBee (Qolms @b 56wt ’ ; but under
Rajaji’s regime it should jbe * &Ler Qaregstr  Opesn GuTey
BOBDGHGT . . . -

““ At present,-the Hon. Sri; Rajagopalachariar has decontrolled
and derationed foodgrains. Of course, it was long overdue. But
in effect what has ‘happened? - Dishonest people have been
encouraged here also. By the time this policy of decontrol was
announced, procurement had been finished and the middle class
mirasdars and the poor people had parted wxfsh their surplus paddy.
Only the rich mirasdars had their stocks with them, because the
Government officials did not go to them first as usual to
seize their stocks. Hence, immediately after the decontrol order
wag issued, these rich mirasdars and rich merchants were greatly
benefited because of the temporary rise in price. Even those people
who were loyal and obedient to the officers and who measured out
their paddy as soon as the officers came, were penalized.
again in effect, dishonest people have been encouraged.. I dp not say
for a moment that this motive was In the Hon. Sri Rajagopala-
chari’s mind. But as he is said to be an efficient administrator,
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he ought to have anticipated the q of such an order
when :rsgi:“ed it. Otherwise, the State will go to dogs under
his leag ip. 1f he does not anticipate all these things and take
precautionary 1 it shows he is inefficient. He is a 1937
Chief Minister and in the year 1952 he is not at all qualified to be
the Chief Minister. Further, in 1937 the Congress Party had a
huge majority and there was not much of an Opposition. The
Hon. Sri E,s]&gopalagl;m who was then the Chief Mmister was not
8 omed to opposition. The important fact that the Opposition
is a part of the machinery of @ good Government has not been
properly understood by"the  present Govermment. We are here
not for the sake of'mere Opposition, and the Treasury Bench s
there not to say‘that the Opposition is here ouly'to create chaos.
The Opposition’s real function is to help the Government. Where-
ever there is'a flaw, it is the duty of the Opposition to point it out
to the Treasury Benches with a view to rectify 'it. ut, if the
Treasury Benches take the view that the Opposition people are
there only to create chaos, they are not fit to be administrators in a
democrafi¢ country. This is how I conceive the position of the
Government. vis-a-vis the Opposition. The Opposition’s function
has not been eorrectly understood by the Hon. Sri Rajagopala-
chari. I domnot say this about the other Hon. Ministers. The other
Hon. Ministers will say ditto to everything that the Hon. Sri Raja-
gopalachari says. i, -

‘“Ome more thing I want to say is this. Whenever an Oppo-
sition Member rises, the Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachari shows his
hand towards him.and asks him to sit down. Many a time he has
taken the role of the Speaker, and that attitude is adopted by his
Hon. Colleague $Sri C. Subr: iam also, who is learning politics
under the Hon, Sri €. Rajagopalachari. Very often he asks an hon.
Member to sit down when the Speaker is there to guide the deli-
berations of the House.’

Mzg. SPEAKER :—“No, it is wrong. It is an insult to the
Chair. Let the hon. Member withdraw it.”

* Sri 8¢ SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—*T withdraw it.. When-
ever this thing happens, . . .

Mg, SPEAKER :— 1 know bettér than_the thon. Member
what to do. He is new to, this House."’
* Spi 8. SWAYAMPRAKASAM :—*‘ Sir, I did not mean any

disrespect to you. But I want to say that there is a waving of the
hand by some Hon. Minister whenever hon. Members on this side
of the House rise to speak. That is why I say they are not
accustomed to an Opposition at all. That is exactly my view.
Whenever an Opposition Member rises, there is an anxiety on the
part of the Treasury Benches and particularly the Chief Minister,
the Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachari, to ask him to sit down. If they
had been accustomed to Opposition, they would not do so. On
every occasion the Treasury Benches must be anxious to know the
viewpoints of the Opposition and not to flout them. Mr. Speaker,
al a time when the Opposition is very srong, people who are not
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accustomed to opposition and who are not tolerati it

not qualified to become Chief Ministers to lea;a:h!;gstzf’:swﬁ] :1:1";
respect the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachari is not qualified to be th
Chief Minister. Of course, the other Hon. Ministers also seek 3
Vote of Confidence from the House. They do not know a.nyt;:n'.na
about the policy of the Ministry. Whenever they go about oﬁ
tours, they say, ‘ Sri C. Rajagopalachari is there; everything will
be allrigut in the State.” That is the only report we see in the
papers about their speeches....What their policy is, is not known.
Nowhere has any Hon. Minister said, “This is ou;‘ policy.” Onl'
recently the Hon. C. Subramaniam made an attempt at som{
place to talk about the food policy. "When Ministers say that
Rajaji is there and ‘everything will be all right, the Hon. Sri Raja-
gopalachari in turn says, ‘ There is God .aboye and eve] -
thing will:be all right in the State.’ This is the state of aEnriy.rs
to which * we' have been reduced. What  are their real
schemes? What are they going to do to rectify the errors of
omission and commission of the previous Ministry? What steps
are they going to take to set the whole thing in order? | Who are
going to be the beneficiaries in this regime? We know absolutel
nothing in these matters, Now, the Chief Minister comes and sa,ysy
* Give me your confidence. L will go ahead with my schemes. -
What are the schemes that he has got? “The only thing that we are
able to see, as’one of the hon. Members put it, is dictatorship. He
has been a dictator from the very beginning. He hag not disclosed
his mind even to his colleagues. He must speak out his mind and
disclose his schemes to us. Even to-day in his written statement,
he has mot stated his schemes for the benefit of the public. He
has simply said, * Vote for me . That is the attitude of Mr. Raja-
gopalachari. = This is nothing short of dictatorship. He wants the
Vote of this House only to dictate to the whole State. At this
stage, when the Budget is to be discussed, where 1s the urgency
about this. Motion? ~ Why should this Motion of Confidence be
taken up before the discussion on the Budget? The Budget is a
very important thing.  There is the interim Budget. . We have to
pass a revised ‘Budget now. The importance of the Budget has
been overlooked. It is wrong that Sui C. Rajagopalachari, an ex
rienced administrator as he elaims to be, should overlook igle;
importance of the Budget and give only a secondary importance to
Budget discussions. This is against the interests of the public and
calculated simply to enhance one man's prestige. Consequent on
the adverse result in a recent bye-election, which he made a test
case, he now comes before this House seeking a Vote of Confidence
for the purpose of going ahead with the schemes which he is not
prepared to disclose. So, Mr. Speaker, it is not at all democracy.
He wants dictatorship. In the interests of democracy, in the
interests of political honesty, in the interests of proper administra~
tion and in the interests of proper attention to the welfare of the
people of this State, I request the House to reject this Motion.”

* g§r1 P. V. R. GAJ. APATHI RAJU (Raja of Vizianagaram) : —
« Mr. Speaker, Sir, it came as a slight surprise to me when I heard
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yesterday that a Motion had been introduced by Mr. Rajagopala-
chari asking for a Vote of Confidence of this House. I could not
understand why this Motion was introduced, unless it was meant
to bolster up a personal opinion or statement made by the Hon.
Mr. Rajagopalachari on the eve of the Aruppukkottai election. In
a speech on the eve of that election, he seems to have made a state-
ment that if the Congress candidate there was defeated, it would
amount to a vote of * No-confidence ’ in him. The Congress candi-
date was defeated and it amounts to a vote of ‘ no-confidence ’ in.the
Congress Party. He therefore feels that by coming before this
House and getting a verdiet in his favour, he can reverse the
verdict of the electorate and obtain from wus a sort of patting on
the back saying, ‘Please continue in office.’. 'As you know, the
party to which L belong did not state at any stage.in the evolution
of their programme in the Legislature for the coming five years,
for which period 1 have been elected, that they would support the
Congress Party if they were in - office, or any other party in
the United Democratic Front. Our reason for @ not supporting
the Congress is obvious. 'We contested the elections against the
Congress Party as we felt that it was our duty to oppose the Congress
Party in all stages of their policy, which is opposed to what we
believed to be the ideal of true socialism in this country as stated -
in our election manifesto. Unfortunately, the situation has been
or has become extremely complex with the existence of an element
in our body politie which is international in its socialistic affiliations. -
1 am not going to argue with the Communist Party Members about
the merits of the international socialist movement. The Socialist
Party to which I belong, feels that as long as the Communist Party
takes to internationalism as understood by them for the furtherance
of socialism; we cannot be with the United Democratic Front. We
felt that the United Democratic Front was and is being accentuated,
or I should say, is being run with that motive of internaticnalism,
I may be wrong and for the sake of the good of the
country I hope I may be wrong. However, I can illustrate
this point by a small conversation which I had the other
day with a Communist Party friend. He said to me that he was
sure that the Socialist Party had disagreements within its own
ranks. Whether this friend expected me to agree with him and let
down my own colleagues, 1 was not able to understand. I put
forward the same atgument to him and told him, ‘I am also a
student of Communist pelitics.. I have been following the activities
of your Party in the various countries of the world; and as along as
the Communist Party in India is going to be nationalistic to the
extent to which Tito is in Yugoslavia, I may not oppose the
Communist Party.’ To this, he violently took objection and said,

‘ You cannot expect us to be Tito-ites ’, meaning thereby that no
Communist Party Member in India can be as nationalistically
interested in the country as Tito is, in Yugoslavia. In my opinion,
Tito is not a traitor to his country. As I have already pomte.d o!.\t,
if we have objection to the United Democratic Front, that objection
is theoretical. 'The Front may change and we also may change.
That is a matter for the future. But at the present juncture, the
Motion of Confidence brought forward by Rajaji does not in any

A—8
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way change our attitude to the Congress Party. He has asked for
a Vote of Confidence in him which the Aruppukkottai constituency
did not give. I cannot give that Vote of Confidence. In my Vizia-
nagaram bt 'y tested the election against the Congress.
I would be quite unfaithful to the pledge I have given to that consti-
tuency if T voted for the Congress now. There is really no specific
reason for this Motion. It has come just before the Budget. The
Budget shows completely what the Congress Party proposes to do
in the coming year. We have necessarily to take up that Budget.
There are many things invthe Budget.which I and my party would
object to. I cannot specifically lay my hand at this stage on any
issue, because I'think that 'is- a matter whieh should be debated
later. But Lmust express the view.that|the Budget has not in any
way demonstrated the intention of the Government to spend money
for ameliorating the conditions of the pecple. They are taxing the
people. /They have not gone to better sources wherefrom they could
easily get mnoney. The Government are not prepared to tap those
sources and have left them free. There is only one feature in the
Budget which possibly may approximate to some justice. However,
it all depends on how far the Congress Party proposes to do justice
in connection with that legislation. They are proposing to intro-
* duce a progressive tax on land holdings in the State of Madras. It
would start on a ridiculously low level. When it goes to higher
levels, it would be a standard tax which would not affect the big
mirasdars and land-holders. 'If this tax was intended to be levied on
big land-holders, it could be stated to be a progressive tax. How-
ever, as yet, how exactly the Government propose to work this tax
has not been stated. So, I think T should reserve my ecriticism on
this proposal till' the Government give details about it. In the
meantime, I can only state that it is not fair on the part of
Mr. Rajagopalachari on the eve of the Budget discussions to ask for
this Vote of Confidence. It amounts to a blank cheque. It amounts
to a cheque to be drawn without any limit from the funds which
may be made ayailable in the bank in his account. You can draw
from the bank only as much as you put into it and you cannot
draw out of the capital of the bank itself. Mr. Rajagopalachari’s
Ministry is only two months“old. I may concede that he is not
personally 'responsible for the past policies of “the Congress,
because he was mnot Chief Minister of fhe Madras Government at
that time. Therefore he may escape on that plea. But, generally
speaking, the present Budget is a continuation of that of the
previous Congress Ministry. To that extent he is responsible. He
must now show to the electorate, not only the Congress electorate
but also to all the other electorates, that he is prepared to deposit
something into the Bank of Goodwill from which the Congress has
drawn everything in the past. He has not done that till now. It
is with some amount of reluctance I have to state that until a future
date when Mr. Rajagopalachari is prepared to demonstrate or show
definitely what he proposes to do in that dn'ectmn,_w_e must abstaip
from showing confidence in him or his team of Ministers.”’

* gr1 K. P. GOPALAN :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, regarding the
Confidence Motion, T wish to urge that it must be rejected. I am
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very thankful to the voters of the Aruppukkottai and other consti-
tuencies, because they have returned the United Democratic Front
candidates and at the same time, shaken this Rajaji Government.
The issue before us is whether the Congress Government has got
a policy to better the condition of the people or not. We are for
rejecting the Congress Government and forming an alternative demo-
cratic Government headed by people drawn from anti-imperialists
and anti-feudalists, because this Government has no policy for the
benefit of the people.

*“ 8o far as Malabar"is concerned,, 20 ‘seats were contested
during the last election and ‘the Congress Party secured only 4 seats
out of these. One seat was won by the Hon.' the Minister for
Law, Mr. Kutgikrishnan Nayar. He was opposed by Mr. E. M.
Sankaran Nambudripad who was underground and: was mot given
freedom to do election propaganda and so could not do election
propaganda. .That is why our Hon. Minister from Malabar is
sitting here to-day. Otherwise, I am sure he would not have been
returned from Malabar. The Communist and the K.M.P. parties
joined together and formed a united powerful front, and with the
help of the-Muslim League and the Socialist Party gave a erushing
defeat to the Congress. Never in the hostory of the Congress did
it get such a ecrushing defeat as. in Malabar. ‘Why were the
people against the Congress? Why are they against the Govern-
ment headed by Rajaji? , People know that Rajaji’s; Government
is a Congress Government which has got a policy against the
people. Let me give some instances to show why the people
hate the Congress, and the Congress Government is anti-people.
I came from a constituency called the Payyanur Constituency.
Seventeen people were shot dead by the Police in this constituency
alone. I will deal with the place, amsam by amsam. At
Pulimgom amsam, six houses were set on fire. At Vaikara, eleven
houses were set on fire by the Police and in Kuttur two houses
were burnt.  In this particular area, a lady who was in an advanced
state of pregnancy was beaten by the Police. T would also
give her name. Shé was one Vanathadichi Kalyani. In the same
rlace in a Musliin house, Muslim ladies were asked to stand
naked and the Police beat them. In Aremam amsam, 13 houses
were set on fire. At Aleppatamba, 17 houses were burnt. On the
independence Day in 1950, the Police raided several houses, set
fire to them and raped women. At Paralan amsam, one person
was shot dead and the body was tied to a bamboo and paraded by
the Police in the village and they threatened the same fate to the
people. A small boy by name Chittayil Sankaran, aged about 14
vears, was beaten by the Police after tying him and hanging him
head downward, with the result he has become blind. At Perun-
gom amsam, 13 houses were set on fire. Police sub-inspectors like
Sankaran Nair, Jamedar Ramachandra Menon, head constable
Kunhi Ahmed and Police Sub-Inspector Kumaran, are responsible
for these atrocities. One person, P. Kunjappan, was beaten by
the Police and thrown in the open street. At Palitchal, six Com-
munists were shot and taken to a pit and buried before they
actually died. Communist prisoners, when they asked for water,
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were given urine to drink. If they refused, they were forced to
drink it at the point of the bayonet. Property worth lakhs of
1upees -were looted by ‘the Police. ~This is what happened in
Malabar in 1948. In Cannanore Jail, three conviets, who were
Communists, were taken to a nearby hill and shot down by the
Police. One Police Circle Inspector was responsible for ~this.
Several representations were made to the Government for an
enquiry into this matter, but no action was taken by the Congress
Government. Now let me refer to one great Congressman,
Myarath Sankaran. How did his life_end? He was brutally
- beaten by the Police at, Hdakad ‘and taken to the Central Jail,
Cannanore. He died there. He is the person'who built the Con-
gress in Malabar. This is why fbe people of Malabar turned against
the Congress. The supported the Communist Party, the Socialist
Party, the K.M.P. Party and the Muslim League Party and gave
a crushing defeat to the Congress. T would request the Hon.
Mr. Rajagopalachari to come to Malabar, to visit. my constituency
and see what the police had done in those places in the name
of the Congress Government. I challenge the Government that
I can bring to this House all the women raped by the Congress
Police and the persons who were deprived of their hands and feet
and whose houses were burnt and who were tortured by the Police
during the Congress rule in the last five years. - 8ir, the Malayalee
people are very patriotic. They know that the Congress fought
for the freedom of the country against the British Government.
They then supported the Congress. But they will not support
the Government now headed by the Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari
which is a Congress Government adopticg the policy of the
Congress. They understood from experience what a Congress
Government is.

‘“ The Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari said that the Communists
brought about chaos in this country. In the places I have men-
tioned, only people and Communists were shot because they asked
for food amd no policeman was ever hurt. Who “brought about
chaos then? He said that the Communists were not believers in
God. I ask, is it loyalty to God to ask people to drink urine? = TIs
it your faith in God that makes you-use violence and torture the
people and shoot the people?

¢ Sir, moreover, the present Government is a Government of
the capitalists. You might have seen that thousands of workers
are being thrown out from the factories. There are certain
standing orders in the factories and they are intended only for the
benefit of the capitalists and for helping the capitalists. Standing
orders should be such as will -benefit the workers who are the
Jdown-trodden people. The workers have made several repre-
sentations in this matter, but never have they been heard. For
inetance, in Cannanore, we sent two workers to the Labour Com-
missioner to represent that the standing orders relating to factories
in that area be changed. But they were never heard. According
to the standing orders, the Manager can dismiss any worker when-
ever he likes. In the Constitution, it is stated that a person can-
not be punished twice for the same offence. But what happens
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in the factories is that a worker can be dMiss
ing orders. At the same time, suppose the WORg

he will be punished by the court also. That is Wi e

ment is considered as a Capitalist Government by the workers.
The standing orders remain unchanged and they should be changed
soon.

‘“ Then, _Sir, the Government have recently issued certain
orders according to which the pay 6f a municipal worker is Rs. 25.
We all thought that thespay of Rs. 25 was the basic pay. But
when I enquired about this at the office of the Inspector of
Municipal Councils'and Tocal Boards, I found that the basic pay
is only Rs. 7 and the 'balance 'was only -allowance. So, this
Government pays Rs. 7 to a municipal servant, only seven rupees !
Now you consider what you pay to the Governor of this State—
thousands and thousands of rupees a month. Aeccording to the
Venkataramayya Award, Rs. 22 should be the minimum pay for
a textile worker. But this award is being rejected by the 1nill-
owners thronghout the State. Did the Government do anything
in this regard? Never. 'Take the handloom weavers. The Goy-
ernment constituted a High Power Committee. What is the
decision of this Committee? ~ A worker should be paid Rs. 16
and given annas §ix per knot. ‘I'he Government are going to imple-
ment this, taking full advantage of the poverty of the workers.
In our proposals we said that Rs. 30 should be given for a certain
period as a relief measure without reducing the wages and that
the Government should give six annas per knot and that the
worker should be given the balance as subsidy or annas twelve
per knot. But nothing has happened. The handloom worker is
going through a life-and-death struggle. What have the Govern-
ment done? Nothing. The Government want the price of cloth
to be reduced. 1 want to ask the Government whether the hand-
irom weavers get yarn at the ex-mill rates. They do not. There
are numerous intermediaries in the yarn trade with the result that
each bundle goes up in price by Rs. 2-4-0 over the ex-mill rate.
In Malabar, thousands of handloom workers .are starving
and they are on the.point of death. “They have sold everything
that they had. At .Delhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: told our
representatives that for Travancoreé-Cochin he would give Rs. 10,090
as relief for Alappuzha workers. . But our Goyvernment are persis-
tent in saying that they will mever bring in any scheme of giving
relief in cash. I am sure tha Rajaji’'s Government are not going
to do anything for handloom workers. That is their policy.

““ The nursing orderlies in the Ophthalmic Hospital at Madras
are working for 19 hours a day for a very small salary. 'The
scavengers get an increment of only Re. 1 for every five years.
The minimum living wage for workers has not been fixed by the
Government. Not only the minimum living wage for workers
has not been fixed, but they are dismissed_and thrown out of
employment suddenly and their wages are being reduced by force
everywhere by the capitalists. The Government adopt a policy
of helping these capitalists. What have the Government done
to remedy this? Regarding beedi workers, in Cannanore the
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workers get a daily wage of Rs. 1-14-0 per thousand. In Pal
they get - Rs. 2 - ..A"Calicut worker getg Rs. 2-2-0 per day. lglgzz
now the-Goveérnment have fixed Re. 1-2-0 a day as the minimum
pay for a beedi worker if he makes 1,000 beedies. This will show
whether this Government are standing for the working classes or
for the capitalists. It is clear from what I have said that this
Government are standing for the interests of the capitalists. There
is no doubt about it. That is why we oppose this Government. I
can give more examples in_this matter.

. " Regarding thesnew taxes, the Malabax people are peculiarly
situated. Suppese a tenant goes to a_ janmi .and undertakes to
cultivate his lands, he has to give in writing to  the janmi that
he will pay the taxes on the land and the pattam also to the
janmi. If there is an increase in the land-tax, the tenant will
have to pay it and not the janmi. Tf the bus fare is increased,
the poor man will suffer. So also is the case with this better-
ment levy. Suppose there is a factory and the factory owner
makes a huge profit out of electricity given by the Government.
Will this Government be bold enough to ask the factory owner to
part with ‘a portion of the profit and give it to the Government
because the Government have given electricity? If the Govern-
ment had such boldness they could have brought.many other mea-
sures. But they have not done it. Why should the Governruent
ask the poor peasants alone, if the land had become fertile and
gone up in value on account of irrigation, to pay a tax to them, on
the increase in value of the property 2 Tt is because the Government
think that the peasants are poor people, submissive people and
there is nobody to support them. I submit, Sir, that the peasants
will oppose this. Our country will rise against this measure.

¢« Formerly, Congressmen used to say  that the Communist
party was not following constitutional methods. Hven Sardar V. alla-
bhai Patel said, ¢ T.et them follow constitutional methods, go to the
Parliament with a majority and there form their own Govern-
ment '. We accepted this challenge and came to this House.
Only when we came here we understood. that 152 members had
more strength than 166. That is what T understood from the
things that happened here. Sir; all these amount to cheating the
people. Unless we unite and overthrow this Government, there
is no salvation for our country. [The second thing I saw was this.
When I was in the Vellore Jail for many years in the detention
camp, there were policemen and Police officers standing in and
around the jail. When we came to attend this Assembly for the
first time we saw many Police officers standing in and around the
House, at the gates and so on. There were Inspectors and big
Police officers everywhere. With due rerpect to hon. Members
sitting here, T ask, what is the difference between the Vellore Jail
and this House? (Interruption.) There are some fans here, that
is the difference. This is what my hon. _Fnend Mr. Kaly.ana.-
sundaram says. Yes, that is the only difference. I submit to
hon. Members of this House that the Budget presented to the
House is a Police Budget.
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' Because of these new taxes, the purchasing power of the
ordinary man has been reduced, the purchasing power of the
workers has been reduced. The Government know that the people
will rise against these taxes and that is why they want a big police
force. Nothing has been provided in the Budget for the poor
non-gazetted officers, the peasants and the workers. The Govern-
ment have allotted a big sum in the Budget for the Police to be
kept behind C.R. That is what the Government have done, and
that is why I call the Budget a Police Budget.

153

*“ Now, the Chief Minister has said that.the Communists do
not believe in God:" I do not want to speak about this because
my hon. Friend/M:. Ramamurthi has spoken very.well on this
issue. I submit this. Government.during the five years they were
in office haye become anti-national, anti-people and anti-country
and they have undone whatever the national movement did during
the last fifty years, by the sacrifices of the great national leaders
and the ordinary people of the country. The Congress represents
the monopoly. capitalists, the janmis and the zamindars and the
imperialists of this country. Eyen the top-ranking Congressmen
want to purify the Congress, but I say, they cannot do it. Even
God cannot lift the Congress from its degradation.- That is why
the United Democratic Front people want to fight the Congress
and change this Government. 1t is the duty of every patriot, it is
the duby of every man who loves the country and who is fighting
for peace and freedom of the country to oppose-this Motion. I
appeal to the Muslim League Members here to reject this resolu-
tion. The Congress will not help the poor Muslims of Malabar.
They never helped the Muslims of Malabar, the Muslim worker,

easant or the merchant. The Congress is always against the

Tuslim people of Malabar. 1 am sure therefore that the Members
of the Muslim lieague Party will reject this resolution. I also
appeal to the Members of other parties and their leaders to see that
we are not the people who are creating chaos as was described by
the Chief Minister.. During the five years of Congress rule, you
know who created ehaos, who shot down the poor people; who raped
the women and who made people die of starvation. T submit to the
House that thie Motion should: be rejected, because the Congress
Government cannot give any help to the'people, the Congress Gov-
ernment cannot keep the prestige of the. mation, the Congress
Government cannot better the life of our people, they cannot raise
the standard of living of the people, the workers and the peasants;
they cannot bring forward any measures for the betterment of the
common masses; the working class people.  They can’t do a.nyth!ng
for the industrialization of our country. They cannot do anything
for the betterment of the country. 8o, it is the duty of every
patriot, every party man to see that this resolution is rejected and
this Governmenf is overthrown at once. This is not a question
between Rajaji and. the Con:nnumst:. Party; this is a fight
between two policies, one standing against the people and the cther
for the people. It is a question between two international policies,
one standing with the imperialist camp and the other in favour
of the democratic camp, one standing for war and the other
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.standing for peace; one standing for oppressing the people and

the other for helping” the people. I know the final victory will
be ours. So, T rez(é\!est every Member to overthrow this Govern-
went by rejecting the Motion brought forward by the Hon. Finance
Minister. With this appeal, 1 finish my speech.”’

* Sr1 K. VENKAIAH :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, before going into
the Motion I want to tell my Friends here that the Mover cf this
Motion has some motive in bringing forward this Motion. The
Chief Minister made the:Aruppukottai election a test case and failed
there. He gave a-word of honourrand said that if the people failed
to express confidence in him in that election, he would resign. He
should have resigned if he wanted to keep his word of honour. He
4id not do 8o. - But now he comes to this House and. asks this House
to express confidence in him and his Ministry. Already we know
that this Government of which he is the head, has done nothing to
the people. . During the two months it has been in office it bus con-
tinued the policies of the previous'Government. The landlords in
the countryside are just ruling the people and they are oppressing
them.  They have taken a heavy toll during the last five years and
they are now preparing to take more. Many poor people, poor
peasants, have been evicted from the lands when they demanded
some reduction in the lease amount. In Guntur district, thousands
of peasants cultivating what are called ‘ banjars.’ have been evicted.
These poor agricultural Jabourers are being squeezed by the village
officers. The corrupt officials are oppressing the poor villagers.

‘“ Then at Chirala, there is the I.L.,1.D. Company which is a
foreign concern. It is owned by Britishers. The management
of the Company insulted the workers. The workers went to the
management to rep their grievances; when the committee of
the workers elected and recognized by the management, saw the
manager, he not only insulted them but asked them to get out.
To save the prestige and self-respect of their nationality, the
workers struck work. Immediately the management asked the
Government for Police help and within half an hour he Police
were there. Not only that. When the workers struck work and
continued the strike inside the factory, instead of standing behind
the workers who were there to save.the prestige of the nation, the
Governmen and the Labour Commissioner said that it was an illegal
sirike and thus gave a handle to the management to put down the
workers. The workers stood firm. After a week of negotiations, the

that the workers

could join work and that, if the m g \ A d the
workers, he would look into it. The management also said that
there would be no victimization. But the management have now
victimized 14 workers. The Commissioner l‘:'hot]:at there and
the dispute is not there now even when there is suspen-
:?;:.;\le:f workersl.) That is the attitude of the Government and their
officers here. The Government and their officers stand behind the
imperialists exploiting the country and allow the labourers to

‘become the victims of this exploitation. That is the policy of

the present Ministry as also of the previous Ministry.
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‘‘ Therefore, Sir, to keep his word of honour iven to
people of this State that if the people of Aruppukkgttai did :Jl;:
express confidence in him he would not be, in office but would
resign immediately, the only thing he *should do is to resign.
Instead, he comes here and asks us to express confidence in him.
Have the conditions changed within these two months? Sir, he
was saying this morning that he had taken a great risk in the
removal of controls and rationing. - Of course, it is a risk. The
people have been disgusted with the controls and the bureaucratic
methods adopted by the Government and their officers in imple-
menting them. The paddy, of even poor peasants owning 5 or 6
acres was taken away under procurement. In many cases, the
peasants were taken to the Court. In my district, many peasants
were taken to'the Court and after protracted proceedings for about
1} years, they were fined. The peasants then appealed to the
Appellate Court | which gave a decision against the Government.
In spite of repeated -efforts by thé popular organization and
popular leaders, the Government refused to just allow even the
poor peasants owning 5 or 6 acres to enjoy the benefits of free
market. Then, Sir, if a teacher or a peasant living in a town
wants to get paddy from his village, he has to pay bribes to the
village officer and the higher officers for a permit. Tike that,
thousands of people have suffered due to procurement and trans-
port difficulties.

‘“ About ratioming, the Hon. - the - Finance. Minister Mr. C.
Subramaniam once stated that in our State 10 per cent of the
people depended for their food on rations. It is not true, because
the rations that were given were insufficient, and in almost all the
places where there was rationing, there was black-marketing also,
and the people had to resort to it to feed themselves. There was
paddy available and the people were purchasing it under the very
nose of the Government and their officers. Rationing failed not
because the people did not co-operate, but because the Government
did not take actiom against the landlords and the black-marketers
who were the real hoarders. -« As a matter of fact, I know that
certain millers were selling even ‘ E ’*forms for a price ranging
from Re. 0-8-0 to Rs: 2 per bag. In that way, the.anti-social
elements were given freedom during the last five years, and the
same conditions continue even now. Therefore, Sir, though we
are glad that the poor peasant is allowed to sell his grain in the
open market, that transport hurdles have been removed and that
there is now an open market for people to get the necessary quantity
of rice, still we feel that the hoarder is left free. The landlord
who does not work in the field and who just grabs paddy from the
tenant is left free to carry on his crusade, against the tenants.
Such difficulties are there. So, the Chief Minister has taken a
risk. The Communist Party, as also the Democratic Front as a
whole have made it clear that there is danger of black-marketing
again and that the people might suffer due to lack of controls and
rationing. If proper steps had been taken against the hoarders
and the black-marketers, then conditions would have been differ-
ent. But, they have not been taken. Yet, the Chief Minister comes

A—9
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here and says that he has taken a risky step. When the controls
are removed, the people are satisfied. But, after a time when that
policy fails and when prices rise, there is a danger and he will
have to pay the necessary price for it. s
"% ** Therefore, Sir, the Motion of Confidence moved by the Hon.
Sri C. Subramaniam is just to see that the differences within tneir
group are patched up and that certain’ Members who are undecided
may join their party. That is the intention behind this Motion.
Otherwise, there is no necessity for this. We have seen recently
on the floor of this Housethe relative strengths of the different
parties. But, I know there jare certain'.Members 'on this side
as also on the Government side, sitting in between these two vlocks,
who are very ‘much embarrassed by the position taken up by
Sri C. Rajagopalachari. . On the food problem also, the Chief Minis-
ter did not consult even his own party. He could have consulted
the Leader of the Opposition when he removed the controls. He
did not do that because he has got his own policy, the policy of
just logking after the interests of landlords, millers and other black-
marketers, and the Members on the other side also know that.
Therefore, 1 feel that this Ministry is not competent to be in office.
‘¢ Sir, we know how the elections were conducted in this State,
and how the Chief Minister has been nominated by the Governor.
In the recent bye-elections, the Ministers took part and even a
Central Minister came here to take part in the elections. The
Government machinery was used to canvass support for the Con-
gress candidate. Now, the Chiel Minister asks for a Vote of
Confidence. What is the good ?. He'has faced the electorate and
that point has been decided there. The people have expressed
that they have no confidence in his Ministry. In order to keep
his word of honour, he should resign. But he has rejected that
course and come here with a Confidence Motion. He even asks his
party Members to be honest and express their opinion. It is an
opportunity for us all to be honest and to say to the people whether
this Ministry has got a programme which will promote the inter-
ests of the people.. I would therefore say, if you, Mr. Speaker,
permit me, that with the confidence reposed in us by the electo-
rate, we must vote against this motion and show to the people
that we can form an alternative Government which can be demo-
cratic. Besides, /during the/'course of his speech, Mr. C. Subra-
maniam said ‘- We do' not want to face the electorate again; we do
not want to take that step.’. We need mot go to the electorate
if a Government is formed by the United Democratic Front which
has a programme which. will solve the problems facing the people.
The electorate has already expressed its opinion. But, if the Gov-
ernment want to approach the electorate again, we are confident
that this Government cannot win. 1f the Government are patriotic
enough, if they are anxious that democracy should be maintained in
this country, then the only thing that they have got to do is to
vacate their office and allow the United Democratic Front to run the
Government. Let them see whether the Democrat}c Front is able
to form a stable Government or not. The Democratic Front has got
its own progarmme and it willdefinitely do more good to the people
and gerve them much better than the Congress.
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‘‘ The Hop. Mr. C. Rajagopalachari has made a statement that
the Democratic Front is not going to support him though he imple-
ments the programme of the Democratic Front. It is completely
wrong. The Dengo_craf:i_c Front has evolved its own programme and
wishes to follow it in rhinute detail. It wants to implement it and
take the co-operation of all in implementing it.. If the Hon. Mr.
Rajagopalachari changes his programme, adopts the programme of
the Democratic Front, convinces the Front that there is no other
motive behind and comes and joins the Front, then all of us can
implement the programme and he.will have the support of the
Front. But what he did was only to abuse the Democratic Front
which is bent on implementing its programme.. With these words
T appeal to one and all to oppose the Motion moved by the Lieader
of the House.’’
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* Sr1 V. GOPALA GOUNDER :—“ Mr. Speaker, I belong to
the Tamil Nad Toilers’ Party. The Members of my party who
opposed the Congress candidates in the elections were returned to
the House in large numbers. 8o, I am bound on principle, to
oppose this Motion.

““ This motion was sprung on us all of a sudden within the
course of one or two days. When the Budget was presented to
this House on the 27th June, there was no mention whatsoever
about this Motion. All of a sudden today we find ourselves faced
with this Motion. Of course the Chief Minister was good enough
to make a statement as to why he was forced to bring a Motion
of this kind before the House. From what I am able to see from
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the statement, it appears as though the Chief Minister is not sure
of his strength in this House to get the necessary approval for his
financial policy and he wants a reassurance from the entire House
so that he may run the Government according to his whims and
fancies. That the Hon. the Chief Minister was having the support
of a majority in this House has been evident ever since the House
began to function. We saw it in the election of the Speaker.
We have seen it in the defeat of the several Motions and Resolu-
tions moved by the Opposition. Hence it is evident that the.good-
will of a majority of this House is with the. Hon. Chief Minister.
When such is the case, why has this Motion been brought forward
at this juncture? I'am not able to understand, the motive behind
this move. 4 1

‘‘ Personally speaking;, I have great regard for the: Hon. the
Chief Minister. He is a good politician, a good administrator and
above all, a good statesman. But when such ‘a'man, instead of
giving straightforward reasons for seeking a Vote of Confidence
from this Fouse, goes on saying, ‘' 1'have undertaken a'trémendous
responsibility ; so before embarking on policies which -require
a tremendous sacrifice from the people, I want a reassurance from
this House to strengthen my hands.'” T ‘can only say that T am
unable to understand the logic behind it. - A

‘‘ But, one thing T want to submit to the House, This is a
Motion which is given undupe prominence in this House. Four
days have been allotted for debating this Motion. A day’s debate
costs nearly Rs. 5,000 to the State L e Y

Tue Hon. Sri C. SUBRAMANTAM :—* May" I point out,
Sir, that we, on this side, aré not responsible for this arrange-
ment; it was the Leader of the hon. Gentleman’s Party who wanted
so many days.’’ frgt? ‘ 39 ¥ %

Sri V. GOPALA GOUNDER ' Whatevex,it is, some.days
have been allotted for this discussion.’’ L

Mr. SPEAKER :(—“Your leader asked for fifteen" days, not
four days.’’ =

“* Sgr1 V.. GOPALA GOUNDER :—*‘* These four days'-debate
costs Rs. 20,000. . When  the; State is crying. for finance and the
Government are trying to impose. additional taxation on the poor
people, where is the need for a debate for four.days on a Motion
which is not at all necessary? . Whatever it:is, Sir, what made the
Hon. Minister to bring forward this Motion? It is for him to
explain later. Anyhow, in the statement made by him and the
speeches of his supporters, I do not find any valid reason for this
Motion. That is one thing.

“ Regarding the Motion itself, I want to raise one question of
constitutional difficulty. Our Constitution says that we are having
a Sovereign Democratic Republic, but this Motion asks for vesting
powers in a certain gentleman, because the Hon. the Chief Minister
wants everybody to have confidence in him, so that he can carry

" out his policy without interruption or obstruction. ‘That is what
- he wants in this Motion. If that is the case, does he want to

A—10
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assume the role of a dictator, thereby infringing all democratic
principles guaranteed to us under the Constitution? Of course,
I do have the greatest respect for the Hon. the Chief Minister,
because as an eminent politician, as an astute statesman, and as
a man, he has better knowledge of men and things. But yet he
must have some reasons for bringing forward this Motion which he
is not pleased to divulge. I believe he must have thought about
it before coming forward with this Motion. This would lead to
the assumption of dictatorship by a particular individual. That is
opposed to democraticsprinciples. Byuputting this Motion before
the House, does he mean to suggest that all the Members are not
aware of the provisions: of the Constitution? " It is said often by
the Hon. Chief Minister and others that the Communists are cut
for breaking the Constitution and all that. But, what about the
Motion that is now brought before the House? It leads to break-
ying the Constitution and to the denial of rights guaranteed to the
citizens under, the Constitution. ~Therefore it.is ' my humble opi-
nion ‘that the Motion before the House is not in order.

** Coming to the Motion itself, in order to strengthen his hands
to carry out some policies which he has chalked-out for the benefit
of the people, the Hon. the Chief Minister wants a reassurance
from the House. But, from the observations that he often makes
in the House, 1 think he is assuming a sort of dietatorship. The
use of sueh-expressions as ‘ chaos,” ' misconception of ideas,’
‘ you are my Enemy No. 1’ and so on, indicates that the Hon.
Chief Minister seems to think that the Members on the Opposi-
tion benches are here to create chaos, that they have misconcep-
tion of ideas and that they are the enemies of the Government
and of the people. L anay submit to him and to the House that
he is not correct in his views of the Opposition. Of course, he
may think that the U.D.F. as a whole is his enemy, but he openly
expressed that the Communists are his Enemy No. 1. Whatever
his views about the Communists may be, he should not make a
general statement so far as the Members of the U.D.F. are con-
cerned, because it consists of several parties each having its own
membership, and all of them have come together on a certain
understanding to ' work out a mimimum programme agreed to among
themselves. . That does not miean that all the parties which con-
stitute the U.D.F. agree with every one of the Communist ideals
or the K.M.P. ideals or some' other ideals. Every group that
forms part of the U.D.F. has got certain principles of its own but
all of us are agreed that the Congress should not be allowed to
run the Government as that is the verdict of the people. But
rightly or wrongly, the Congress is now in power. The Members
who have been returned to the House on the strength of their
election manifesto that they would oppose the Congress, should
see that they have a group of their own so that they could act as a
check and turn out the Government if they go wrong. That is
our object and nothing more. The Hon. Sri Rajagopalachari
thinks that it is against all canons of decency or morality. I.
think he is not correct. Therefore, T submit, that we as Members
sitting on the Opposition benches, are here simply to see that
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things go on .properly, and if anything goes wrong, it is our duty
duty to point-it out to the Hon. the Chief Minister and the Members
of the Government and the party in power. As everyone knows,
the Congress Ministers who were holding office previously com-
mitted all sorts of mistakes. So, people got an aversion to the
Congress and thought they should go. People thought that the
acts committed by the last Ministry were responsible for what had
happened. Anyhow, Sir, there was a general aversion on the part
of the people towards the party in power, and the Congress Party
was condemned by the public, and even the man in the street
and the man at the top and everybody thought. that the Congress
Government should go and somebody else should take up the reins
of Governments Tt was on that issue that some of us who are
sitting on the Opposition benches were returned to the House.
We could not. form the Government though we tried our best.
Though we have come in a large majority, it was our bad luck that
we could ‘not form™ the Government, for reasons: which I could
neither give out, mor is it desirable to do so, as-1 am mnot com-
petent to say-anything about the matter. But, somehow we have
not been put in _power and the other party, although it is in a
minority, has been put in power. .One thing that was said against
the U.D.F. was that it consisted of several groups.and therefore
it. was mot eempétent to run the Government. But, does not the
same thing apply to the Congress Party, because they also have
no abeolute majority of their-own?, They have also got into an
alliance with other-parties. = The successful running of the Govern-
ment’ by them | @epends i upon' their alliance with other parties.
Suppose the other parties go out for some reason or other, then
there will be a deadlock and there will again be trouble. What-
ever it is, so far as we are concerned, as I have already sub-
mitted, I have absolutely no grievance or complaint against any
Hon. Minister. Personally, so far as the Hon. Chief Minister is
concerned, I know something about him, T know him as a revered
leader. So far as the other Hon. Ministers are concerned, except
one Minister, the Hon. Mr. Manickavelu Naicker, T know very
little about them and so I am not competent to say ' anything
regarding their competency for the offices,they all hold. Apart
from that, Sir, sitting as T do on the Opposition benches, on
principle, I am bound to oppose this Motion.

““ Then, Sir, several things were said by the speakers who
preceded me, criticising the action of the Chief Minister and the
Members of the Cabinet. T for one could say, that so far as the
food policy of the Government is concerned, it is a very bold step
which has been taken by the Hon. the Chief Minisfer. I do wel-
come that and the Members of my party also welcome the slep.
But, we have got fo say one thing in regard to that. Several state-
ments were made on the platform and in the press both by the
Hon. the Chief Minister and by the Hon. the Minister for Finance,
that in implementing the decontrol policy they would see that the
prices are brought down to the control rate or even below that
We are anxious to see that the Government take steps to bring
down the prices to the control level or even lower than that. As
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it/ is,’ we hear' reports’ that'in some districts the prices have gone
up, ‘in'some districts) they are on a par with the control rates and
in" gome other districts they have gone down. And it is too soon
to'say anything about the merits or demerits of the policy adopted
by''the’ Government. 'So, Tileave it at that.

e Siry L started by saying that I belong to the Toilers Party.
Of:course, the: toilers are the. poorest section of the people in South
India! ‘We: are . sent: herewwim Jarge numbers to protect their
interests and whenever anything is ‘@ome in opposition to their
interests, we, are'bound to’oppose 1it:» Nowy.in the Budget that is
presented tosus,: I finda ‘surcharge on bus fares and a surcharge
on; Jand revenue.s T would likei tosubmit-.one thing with regard
to- these taxation'proposals. «Whatéver ‘might be ithe revenue that
may, be: got by taxing! the:lbusi people, in actual practice it is the
man who'aetually pays thati is taxed. ' That person is‘the labourer,
whose interests T am:bound to protect in’ this House. ' Therefore.
when: the Hon. the:Chief Ministér and the Members of the Cabinet
impoge a tax on the:poor, T 'am bound to oppose!it.. ‘Secondly,
ityis said that the landlords also are/to be taxed; in other words,
taxes aresto be leviéd -onsland( also. There again, the man who
agtually | pays is only the labourer and not the maen who owns’
the land.  The landowner:  has ' these taxes'collected from the
labourer in proportion.to what he-paysito the Gover tu  There-
fore, ultimately the man who is hard hit is the labourer. Therefore;
Siry. I, for,gmyself jand the ‘Members 'of my. .party arebound to
protect. thejinterests ‘of sthe poor: man and the labourér and' we
oppose these taxes. . .. . UG 1) e v—— T g0 9 L
KE t ey % Bk e y 1
here s one Fhi ¢ wiore which' 1 wish to_ ’ée,‘ It was also
referred! ;'ﬁf' one of tga ‘hon. Members of this Jouse. 1t is about
the “Prohibition ' polidy 3 ent.
refortr ‘and rYan y déni b ot 'here to teach morals,,
but' weé'are hert to"sée" to the i ‘t'éfé‘p’ﬁ: of. the State, ', The Budget
that' Has' b‘ee'h’ipresre:méd to " this. se, shows 4 deficit of gome
threé. or four crol rupees; and in order to make up the deficit
additional tixation is préposed. , from my experience of the
working df this'Prolibition policy do far, I would I}fke to,_submit
that it has not worked ‘ptope\gy. ‘Whatever ,it‘,i"sr, there is a feeling
on the part of the geneéral public that' ‘this policy should go.
‘Whether it is;a mbral reform or whatéver reform it 'is, the general
feeling of the pedple is that! this Prohibition policy ‘should go, and
that the revenue that is lost to the State as'a'result of 'the introduc.
tion.of, Prohibition would be not only 'sufficient t6 cover the present
defiit but would also eriablesthe Gdvernment to'take up irrigation

£ the ' Governm| rue, it is a moral
e'ﬁFit. ' We are Tﬂ}

projects nad  other development schemes:''“THerefore, it is high

timej for, the~Hon i Chief Minister and “the (other Members of his
Cabinet to. take-steps ! toidoraway ‘with Prohibition once for all
or. at. least, amend: the Prohibiton'Aet' suitably. ' Because Prohibi-
tion was introduced when' the Hon: Sri' C. Rajagopalachariar was
the., Chief; Minister; he sand" the: other''Members ‘of his present
Cabinet, may-feel. some: compunction about 'the removal of Prohibi-
tion. ;Such, aiifeeling is /quite Ihuman.’ Anyhow there are other
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Colleagues who may advise the Hon. the Chief Minister that
Prohibition is unwanted by the public, that the State is incurring
a heavy loss of revenue on account of Prohibition and that the
excise revenue accruing a@fter the abolition of Prohibition could be
used not only for meeting the deficit in the Budget but also for
the execution of many department schemes.

** If the Hon. Chief Minister takes steps to satisfy all these
conditions, T do not think there will be any difficulty in running
the Government. We are not-interested in seeing that a parti-
cular man runs the Govérnment.. We want that things are done
in a proper manner-@and whoever it is that runs the Government
we are not coneerned. Because the policies pursued by the
previous - Congress ' Ministry were detrimental to’ the interests of
thie’-public, we condemned the Congress Party and wanted it to
be out of office.. 'When that Party comes here and says that they
will“run the Government, let them run the Government. But
let® them run’ the Governmenut 6n proper lines and serap those
policies which ' are not wanted by the public. It smacks of
obstinacy” wheit ‘the Hon. Chief Minister says: T cannot think of
abolishing Prohibition and if Prohibition goes, 1 also must go out
of office. Tt is the duty of the Members on this side of the House
to comment on the action of the Ministers. I oppose the Motion.”’
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* Sr1 C. PULLA REDDI :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, I oppose this
Motion brought forward by the Congress . Party. The present
Ministry assumed office after the previous Congress Ministry with
a bad record. After assuming office, Rajaji has promised reveral
things and said that he would set right all the wrongs and mis-
deeds of the previous Congress Ministry. It is hardly two months
since he assumed office and within such a short period he sceks a
Vote of Confidence of this House. The people have had no oppor-
tunity to know what he is going to do for the good of this State.
Let us see what he proposes to do.  An inkling has been given in
the present Budget. - Rajaji’s Ministry assumed office at a time
when there was great starvation among our people, when there was
a great famine in Rayalaseema and soon after a devastating cyclone
in Rayalaseema. In this background “Rajaji’s-Ministry has come
to power. Lt us see what the Budget proposes to do to meet
the demands and serve the interests of the poor people of this State.
The common man, the man-in-the-street, the worker, the peasant,
the middle class man and the N.G.O.—what do they all want? The
peasant wants the right to his land, the worker wants a living
wage to make both ends meet, the poor want the distribution of
waste lands to enable them to eke out their livelihood, and the
people of backward areas like Rayalaseema want more irrigation
projects, more communications and more electricity schemes. et
us see how Rajaji’s Ministry has tried to meet these urgent needs
of the people in the present Budget. There will be an opportunity
to discuss the Budget in the coming days. So I will not take up
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much of the time of the House in referring to the Budget pro-
posals. In a nutshell, this Ministry has presented a Budget which
is going to tax the people more. When the people have been crying
for the last five years for a reduction of the taxes that have been
levied by the previous Ministry, this Mintstry comes forward with
proposals for new taxation like the levy of a betterment fee and a
'surcharge on bus fares. This is the way in which the Ministry ‘is
trying to meet the needs of the people! When the crying need of
the people of the backward and famine-stricken Rayalaseema is for
the allotment of more and mére“funds for irrigation, communiea-
tions and educationy'here is ai Ministry that cuts down the allot-
ment for irrigation on ‘the plea: that the’ Central Government are
not giving amy— financial help for. éapital outlay on irrigation
schemes. The'scheme of the Budgeét is the slowing down of the
pace of irrigation projects and the imposition of -burdensome taxes
on the ¢common man. The present Budget is in no way different
from the previous Budgets.  The Hon. Sri €. Subramaniam has
been telling us that it 18 only a famine Budget. Tt is not only a
famine Budget: it is a police Budget and nothing more and nothing
less.| Representing as I do the Kurnool district in Rayalaseema,
I have-to speak about the conditions in' Rayalaseema and how the
present Budget proposes to meéet the needs of the people there.
After the Congress Party has been defeated in the elections in
several parts-of the State, Rajaji has come info power to get a
majority for that party in this House. He and his Ministry are
trying to placate the people of Rayalaseema-by including four
Members hailing from- Rayalaseema in the Cabinet. Sri Sanjeeva
Reddi and Sri-Sitarama Reddi were Ministers in the previous
Ministry and they have done nothing for the people of Rayala-
seema. Iiven with four Rayalaseema Ministers in the Cabinet,
the people of Rayal have no fidence in this Ministry.
The people do not care how many places in the Cabinet are offered
to Rayalaseema people. They care more about the allotment of
funds for irrigation, education, com ications, electricity, ete.
Irrigation, electricity, education, communications—these are the
crying needs of ‘Rayalaseema to save it from the recurring famines
and devastating ‘cyclones.” With four Rayalaseema people in the
Ministry, let us see how the present Budget is trying to meet the

rying needs of the people and how 'in‘actual practice this Ministry
is helping Rayalageema. Under Capital Outlay on Irrigation it is
proposed to spend Rs. 9 crores.! 'Under the head of * Unproductive
Works °, the present Ministry proposes to spend Rs. 22 lakhs for
Rayalaseema.. The Ministry proposes to spend Rs. 15 lakhs for
the Upper Pennar Project. These are all the major projects that
are sanctioned for Rayalaseema. This is how justice is being
meted out to Rayalaseema. Very recently we have seen a devastat-
ing famine there. Very recently there was a terrible cyclone which
caused loss to the extent of several lakhs of rupees to the peasants
of Rayalaseema. On such an area, the Ministry proposes to spend
Rs. 22 lakhs under Capital Outlay out of a total provision of Rs. 9
crores. And this is done on the plea that the Centre is not giving
any money for Grow More Food schemes or food production
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schemes ! Rajaji says that he has no money and that he cannot
take up any food production schemes. He even wants to slow
down the pace in respect of schemes that are in execution. Rajaji
and the Minister for Public Works deny this. But in practice we
see the slowing down of many works that have been taken up in
Rayalaseema. Under the head ‘ Unproductive irrigation works ’,
the previous Ministry set apart for last year Rs. 13} lakhs. This
Congress Ministry proposes to give us Rs. 7} lakhs. There has
been a reduction of Rs. 6 lakhs. This is the way Rajaji wants to
placate the people of Rayalaseema afteruincluding four Rayala-
seema people in his Cabinet! This is the justice meted out to
Rayalaseema when a Minister  hailing from: Rayalaseema is in
charge of Public Works ! There are no proper roads.: The peasant
in the far interior villages has no facility to take his surplus produce
to the market and geta fair price. He is at the mercy of the local
merchants and landlords to sell his surplus produce. What does
the present Ministry propose to do to improve communications in
Rayalaseema? The previous Congress Ministry was kind enough
to give us about Rs. 15} lakhs. The present Minisiry proposes to
give about Rs. 7 lakhs. In the grant for the improvement of com-
munications also, there has been a reduction of Rs. 8% lakhs. This
is how Rayalaseema is being developed. The people of- Rayala-
seema cannot be misled.

‘“ Another erying need of ‘Rayalaseema is electricity. The
people of Rayalseema have been watching with pafience the con-
struction of the Mettur and other hydro-electric-projects. What
is the hydro-electric project that this Ministry proposes for Rayala-
seema ?  Out of the total provision of Rs. 8 crores for electricity
schemes, a paltry sum of Rs. 8 lakhs is proposed to be given to
Rayalascema for providing some thermal stations in some munici-
palities that have long been neglected. = This is the way the
present Ministry including the Minister for Public Works who
hails from Rayalaseema is helping Rayalaseema !

*“ This is the justice that Rajaji is meting out to the people of
Rayalaseema. * A few more examples I can quote when the Budget
is discussed.. For the present, thigis enough to show in a nutshell
how this Ministry is trying to mislead the people of Rayalaseema
by saving that four Ministers in the Cabinet are from Rayalaseema.
Rayalaseema is backward for lack of education. Under ‘ Education *
we are allotted about Rs. 22 lakhs. Rs. 1} lakhs has been allotted
for the kEngineering College at Anantapur and another Rs. 50,000
has been allotted for the improvement, or for the building, of a
Girls’ High School in Proddatur. This is all that we are given
for the construction of buildings for schools and colleges. Our
P.W.D. Minister is not going to give us any buildings under
‘ Medical ', but he has been kind enough to give a sum of Rs. 1,000
for a hospital in Kalahasti. No more is given for improving medical
assistance in Rayalaseema. Due to the effects of starvation and the
recent famine, malaria is rampant in Rayalaseema. Rayalaseema
has always been earmarked for all kinds of diseases, and parti-
cularly malaria. This is the justice that we see meted out to
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Rayalaseema for improving the conditions of health there! I am
only giving a few examples to show the real position of Rayala-
seema, and 1 say that this Ministry is not working in the interests
of Rayalaseema. Let Rajaji remembgr that the Rayalaseema
people are not so innocent as to be misled by the fact that four
Ministers are from Rayalaseema.’’

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘ The hon. Member is saying the same
thing a number of times.”
* Sr1 C. PULLAREDDI :—* I haveuto stree upon this again

and again because Rajaji ~has been playing. the trick upon the
people of Rayalaseema.. Members from  Rayalaseema, to what-
ever party they wiay belong, should.take into consideration not
the number of Ministers from Rayalasecema, but what the Cabinet
has done to Rayalaseema in the matter of education, irrigation,
and other “productive enterprises. They should take into consi-
deration. the amount spenti by the Cabinet for the.development
of Rayalaseema. Not only has there been no“improvement, but
there has been a substantial reéduction in a number of items.
The people of- Rayalaseema have been demanding the “Gandikota,
Siddheswaram, and Upper Sagileru projects. These projects have
been the erying need of the people of Rayalaseema. ‘What has
the present Ministry done in regard to all these? The previous
Ministry started the so-called Krishma-Pennar project. It wanted
to take water from  North Siddheswaram down to South Arcot
as far as Cuddalore. How do the Government. propose to distri-
bute the waters? = It is one-fourth for Rayalaseema and three-
fourths for the southern districts. What is the area to be sub-
merged? One hundred and thirty villages in the Nandikotkur
taluk in Kurnool district will be submerged. In a whole taluk
of 120 villages, the  present Krishna-Pennar projeet proposes to
submerge 60 villages, i.e., more than half of the villages will be
submnerged.  The Somasila project in Cuddapah district will sub-
merge not dry lands, but a very rich soil, black cotton soil, which
costs Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 3,000 per acre. Our villages will be sub-
merged if water is to be taken from the Krishna-Pennar project
to the South. = This is_the injugfice sought to be ‘done, and the
four Ministers. from . Rayalagseema have so far not raised their
voice against these projects. When the Hon. Mr. Ranga Reddi
came to Siddheswaram, he said that they were going to have
the projects one way or the other. I want to tell the Members
of this House, to Rajaji and other Ministers, that Rayalaseema
people have made enough sacrifices already. They have made
sacrifices to execute the Mettur project and they have made sacri-
fices to execute the Pykara project. The people of Rayalaseema
are not going to make any more sacrifices for others when they
themselves are suffering from starvation and cyclone. We will
not see our houses submerged and our lands submerged in order
to satisfy the needs of other people. Nobody need think that T
am against the improvement of the South. That is not the point.
T only say that the Government have not done justice to the
people of Rayalaseema. We want the Gandikota project and the



VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 173

30th June 1952] [Sri C. Pulla Reddi]

Siddheswaram project to water all the lands of Andhradesa.
After satisfying the needs of the Andhradesa, if there is water
still left in the Krishna valley, none of us will stand in the way
of its being taken to the Seuth. Before meeting our own demands,
we will not allow water to go to the South. We will not allow the
lands of Rayalaseema to be submerged in order to feed the people
of the South who are more prosperous already. Let Rajaji remem-
ber that if, in spite of this opposition, in order to wreak vengeance
on the people of Andhra and Rayalaseema for having thrown ouf
the Congress from their areas. he proceeds to execute the Krishna-
Pennar project, we, the people of Rayalasecema will not allow the
execution of the project which will submerge ourilands and villages
in order to satisfy the needs of other people in the South.

“I now gome to the taxation proposals, especially the one
relating to betterment levy on land. I.et us mot for the moment
take into aceount how many lakhs of rupees the present Ministry
will get out of this tax. I want to point out only one aspect of
this proposal. ~Under this taxation measure, what will happen is
this. A man who takes water Trom a tank or a project constructed
after 1943 is asked to pay about Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 1,500, in instal-
ments of course.. What does this mean? It means that the man
who takes water from a tank that has been constructed after 1943
is asked to purehase not anybody else’s land but his own land.
This is one aspect of the problem. . Tiet the “Members of this
House think over this problem deeply. Tiet Members go to their
areas, and ask the peasants who take water from. tanks constructed
after 1943, to purchase their own lands. . Let us also think for
a moment whether people from other villages will come forward
to demand new projects if thev are to purchase their own lands.
Nobody on earth will come forward and demand the construe-
tion of new tanks, if the betterment levy legislation is to be on the
Statute Book. This betterment levy is a special weapon against
the interests of Rayalaseema. This tax will stand. in the way of
constructing projects in backward areas like Rayalaseema. TLet
Members of this House, whether they belong to the Congress, or
the K.L..P., or the Communist Party, or any other group, under-
stand that this. betterment levylis a special weapon against the
development of projects and tanks especially in backward areas,
and, as a Member coming from Rayalaseema, I oppose this better-
ment levy tooth and nail. *I appeal to Members of all parties to
oppose this levy. I say that this Motion of Vote of Confidence
in the Ministry means a vote for the betterment levy, which will
work against the construction of irrigation projects in backward
areas.

‘“ One more point, Sir. -The Hon. Mr. Subramaniam, Rajaji
and other Ministers have been threatening the House, ‘ Either
you keep us in power for ever; or you face the chaos of the Com-
munists ’. T want to give a few instances to show who is creating
chaos, whether it is the present Ministry or the Communists and
other people who are opposing this Ministry and working for the
interests of the people. The Zamindari Abolition Act came into
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force in 1948. There are so many loopholes in this Act. The
people thought they would get some rights over the land. How
has the Ministry worked this Act? The Settlement Officer went
to the place and decided that many innm villages came under

the Act. But the Gover t of ting the verdict
of the Settlement Officer, set up a Tribunal which is negativing
all the d of the Settl t Officer and giving all the lands

to the inamdars, mirasdars and the zamindars. In my own taluk,
~in Karivena village, there. has.been a long struggle between the
peasants and the shrotriyamdar, Thes, Settlement Officer came
and inspected the village. He declared that;the lands came under
the purview.of the Act.  But the Tribunal;is there, and therefore
the quarrel between the peasants and the.shrotriyamdar has not
been settled. - Because the quarrel has not been settled, and
because thé peasants have not been given rights over the land, the
shrotriyamdar with the help of the Police is throwing out hundreds
of pedsants from their lands-which they have been tilling for the
last 20 ‘years or more. T ask, Sir, who is creating chaos? Is it
the Communists and the people who are demanding the imple-
mentation of the Act to give rights over land to peasants or the
Congress Ministry which is delaying matters and which is keep-
ing in cold- storage 'its own Act, and giving permission to the
shrotriyamdar to neck out the peasants? In S8angameswaram
village, the Rent Reduction Act was applied.The Collector gave
orders to the peasants that the shrofriyamdar ¢ould not lease out
the lands or cultivate the lands, himself, or collect rent from the
peasants.  He asked the Tahsildar to fix new rates under the Act.
That ‘order was- issued in October 1951. Up to this day, i.e., after
a lapse of fen months, no rates have been fixed and no collections
have been made from the people. Because of this loophole, the
shrotriyamdar with the help of the Government and the Police is
throwing ouf the peasants from their lands, which they have been
cultivating for the last 20 years or more. The shrotriyamdar went
to the Collector and said that those lands did not ecome under the
Rent Reduction Act, and that the peasants had. ne right over the
lands.. The Collector then gave an order to-the shrotriyamdar to
take possession of the lands and to_throw out the peasants. Who
is creating ehaos, I ask the Hon. Minister Sri Subramaniam. Is
it not the Congreg-; Government who do not want to implement
their own Act, who kept it in cold| storage and drove out the
peasants from the land?

““ 1 will give another example about a village in Kurnool taluk
from which two Ministers, the Hon. Sri Sanjeeviah and the Hon.
Sri Sankara Reddi are hailing. The Hon. Sri Sankara Reddi
knows well about that village where there is a tank bed of about
70 acres. It is a very interesting matter. It shows the way in
which our Hon. Ministers are working. In that village, in 1908,
about 44 years ago, the British Government acquired 70 acres of
land for the construction of a tank, but the tank breached because
of neglect. The poor people, after 1940 were given that
tank bed under the Grow More Food Scheme. For the last about
twelve years, the people have been enjoying possession of
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those lands and getting some morsel of food out of them. They
have been demanding the right of patta over the lands. But the
landlords find their own people sitting as Ministers in the Gov-
ernment offices here in Madras, and they have the cheek to say
that because the tank bed has been neglected, the lands must go
back to fhe original landholders of 1908. Those lands wele
acquired only on payment of compensation to the landholders,
and were later on given to the poor people. They have invested
some capital and twelve years’ labour over those lands. They
have placed all their confidence andbelief in those lands and
they have laboured for the  last twelve years. Now I am told
that under a Board’s Standing ‘Order, since the tank has been
abandoned, thes/tank bed'lands must be' given back not to the
poor people but te the landholders who are already possessing 100
acres and more: * 'When the Hon. Sri Sanjeeviah was not a
Minister but was a Member of Parliament, he himself took up
the issue and. represented matters both to the Collector of the
district and to the Madras Government. He also demanded that
the lands should not be given back to the landlords but should be
given to-the poor people who had been in possession of them.
But the Colleetor has proceeded and has enquired. whether those
landlords who have applied for the lands now were the original

landlords of 1908, and the Government propose to give those lands
back to the landlords.

‘“ Well, Sir, the Hon,. Sri Subramaniam has been saying that
he is going to wage a war on Communism by waging a war
against poverty.~ I ask him, °Ts this the kind of war you are
going to wage against poverty? ’ Sir, the poor people for the last
so many years have been demanding the right of patta over the
sivoyijama lands. They have been paying penalties year after
year for the last twenty years. 8till they have not been given
pattas. After famine and after a cyclone, in the taluk of Nandi-
kotkur, the Congress Ministry has collected Rs. 20,000 as penalty
over those sivoyljama lands. It is not kind enough to give
them the pattas but it is kind enough to take the lands forcibly
from the Harijans and give pattas to the landlords. Sir, our own
Minister, the Hon. Sri Sankara Reddi has ‘acquired in this con-
nection someé lands in Siddapuram tank, Atmakur taluk. But he
is not kind enough to give pattas over sivoyijama lands to the poor
people who have been 'tilling them-for the last twenty years.
Sir, this is the kind of struggle that the Hon. Sri Subramaniam
wants to wage against poverty.

‘“ 8ir, I shall give one more example.
there is a lagoon tank of 500 acres. The Government have spent
Rs. 5 lakhs, removed the water, and brought 500 acres under
cultivation. For the last three years, mostly Harijans have been
tilling the lands there. But this Ministry comes forward to sell
those lands at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per acre. Which Harijan
possesses a thousand rupees to purchase the land which he has
been tilling for the last three years, when his own purchasing
power is so low that he is not able to purchase his own food and

In Pagidala village,
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his own clothing? This is the kind of war that this Ministry is
going to wage against poverty. Still the Ministry accuses us
that we are standing for chaos. Who is standing for chaos? Is it
the Congress Ministry that does not want to give lands to the
poor people but leaves them to starve or is it those people who
stand for the distribution of lands to the poor people?

‘“8Sir, Hon. Ministers are asking us to give them a Vote
of Confidence. The Hon. Sri Sankara Reddi is one of them.
Though we come from the same district, I am not speaking with
any personal grudge, but I want to_ bring to the notice of the
House how he is trying to administer his department. There was
a representation from the people of Atmakur about the panchayat
board. The maladministration that is existing there and the
malpractices adopted by the president of the panchayat board
were brought to the notice of the Hon. Minister through telegrams
and memoranda. The president of the panchayat board himself
came to Madras, not to seek monetary help for the improvement of
the panchayat board but to work for the removal of the executive
officer .who 'was standing in the way of his malpractices. The
Hon. Sri Sankara Reddi was not kind enough to hear the wishes
of the people and meet their demands. He was not kind enough
to imstitute an enquiry into_the corrupt practices of the president
of the panchayat board. "But he immediately gave the order to
transfer the executive oﬂicer from Atmakur. Why? Not because
the Atmakur people d d it but b the president of the
panchayat board who happened to be a supporter of the Congress
wanted his removal. After the transfer of the executive officer
was effected, thereby exhibiting the all-powerfulness of the pan-
chayat board president to transfer the executive officer from one
place to another, the Hon. Sri Sankara Reddi has ordered an
inquiry in order to placate the people and mislead them. After
having seen the all-powerfuldess of the panchayat board presi-
dent and after knowing that he has got the backing of the Minister
in charge /of that department itself, which officer will be bold
enough to inquire into these matters and report on the corrupt
practice of the panchayat board president? This is not a criticism
directed against an individual but against the way in which our
Hon. Minister is administering his department.

‘“ Now, taking the Budget; as a whole, the Government do
not give us a proper share of.their-allotments for schemes of electri-
city or education. This Ministry has only tried to mislead the
people of Rayalaseema by giving them four seats in the Cabinet.
The Members from Rayalaseema only want that the betterment
tax should not be levied and that more grants should be given
for the develop t of Rayald I humbly request those
who want to see thg,ﬁevelopm’ent of backward areas to oppose this
Motion of Confidence in the Ministry and put the Ministry in its
proper place. Rajaji to-day wants a Vote of Confidence. The
people have already given their verdict. In the general elections,
the people have declared in no unmistakable terms that they do
not want this Ministry now. After the Congress Minister came
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into power, the people of Kakinada have given their verdict.
The people in the Aruppukottai constituency in Tamil Nad have
also given their verdict that they do not want this Ministry to be
in office. But here, in order to get through the Budget proposals
and the taxation measures, the Ministry wants to bind the hands
of the Members by seeking a Vote of Confidence. T appeal to hon.
Members not to fall a victim to the tricks of Rajaji but to oppose
this Motion and see that this Ministry is removed from office.’”’

* Sp1 P. VENKATASIVIAH :—“ MruSpeaker, Sir, I rise to
oppose this Motion of/Confidence in the Ministry, that the Leader
of the House hasi/moved to-day. - The Hon. Sri Rajagopalachari
has, in his statement, definitely said: ‘Fither all of you, irres-
pective of party affiliations, vote for this Motion, or else I will
resign and then there will not be a Congress Ministry but there
will be chaos.” Tt is assumed here that chaos will be created by
the Opposition; namely, the Communist Party and. others.' Sir,
this kind of threat has been . held out not only here but also
elsewhere all over the world, and not only mow but for a very long
time. ' But,-in spite of these, the progressive forces, the demoeratic
forces in' the world have come together and to-day~half of the
world is under a People’s demoecracy.  But the kind of democracy
that the Hon.-Sri Rajagopalachari is practising to-day, and the
kind of demoeracy in the name of which he wants-a. Vote of Con-
fidence from this House is a very peculiar kind-of democracy.
It is a democracy which puts upon the heads of the people a nomi-
nated | Chief Minister.' It is a kind of democracy in which the
Hon. Sri Rajagopalachari wants to rule by Ordinances. . The
other Hon. Ministers are only his children. Many of them have
no past history of service to the country in the struggle for free-
dom. They have all been gathered together. It is this Ministry
which wants to rule by an Ordinance every day.and with the help
of the Police. If the Assembly has to meet, it seeks the protection
of the Police under one pretext or other. If it wants.to impose
a tax, it takes recourse to an Ordinance. Like that, unusual

methods-are adopted by the Ministry. When this kind of -demo-
cracy exists, I want; in the name of the people, that this Motion
should be rejegted “.L L1 &'

. Mr. SPEAKER:—“ The hon. Member
speech to-morrow. The House will now adissss
at 10-30 a.m. on Tuesday, 1st July 195244

The House then adjourned.
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