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THE: MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Saturday, 5th July 1952.

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Government Estate,
Mount Road, Madras, at half past eight of the clock, Mr. Speaker
(rEE Hox. Snr J. SIVASHANMU GAM PILLAI) i

Reduction in the dearness allowa

*36 Q—Srr S. RAMALINGAM: @
Minister for Health be pleased to state—:\

nurses.

the  Hon.

(a) whether the dearness allowance for
recently; and

(b) if so, the reasons therefor?

Tue How. Sri A. B. SHETTY :—“ (a¢) The answer is in the
negative.

““ (b) Does not arise.”’

Sr1 S. RAMALINGAM : —'* Were any allowances allowed to
the nurses, other than dearness allowance, reduced recently? *’

Mr. SPEAKER :-—“ The hon. Member may put a separate
question.’”

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI : —‘° Was the dearness allowance in
any way reduced? '’

Tae Hon: Sri A. B. SHETTY : —‘‘ The dearmess allowance
was enhanced with effect from 1Ist January 1948 for all
Government servants. The nurses were also drawing a
ration allowance -of Rs. 20 per mensem. This ration
allowance was increased to Rs. 30 per mensem and according
to the rules laid down, ‘those whe draw ration allowance
cannot draw the ‘enhanced rates of dearness allowance. So,
Sir, the enhanced rates of dearness allowance were not -
allowed with effect from 12th July 1949 as the ration allow-
ance was increased from Rs. 20 to Rs. 30 per mensem. The
total emoluments, however, did not suffer in any way. In
fact they get Rs. 2 extra.”

Srr S. RAMALINGAM :—““ Will the Goverument consider

enhancing theu' dearness allowance also in future?’

Tre Hox. Snx A. B. SHETTY : —‘* Sir, the nurses are already
getting many other concessions, like "rent-free quarters, free
supply of electrieity, dhobi allowance, uniform allowance,
ete.’
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Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*“ May 1 know the amount of

dhobi allowance given? 1 understand it is Rs. 2 per mensem, but
the nurses are obliged to spend on this account ﬁs 8 to Rs. 10.
.And so, will the Hon. Minister consider the desirability of
increasing the dhobi allowance? ?*

Tue Hon. Sex A. B. SHETTY :—* I think the dhobi allow-
ance is Rs. 2 per mensem.’”’

. SR P. RAMAMURTHI: —'* Was the ration allowance given
“before ‘the increase in prices, say in 1939 also? ”’

THE Hox. Srr A:*B. SHETTY : —““The ration allowance was
being given; but it:was enhanced because the prices had
gone up.”’

Sr1 P VENKATESWARLU :—* May I know, Sir, in view

of the faet that the dhobi charges they are paying come to Rs. 8
per imensem, whether the Government will consider the question
of enhancing the dhobi allowance to Rs. 8 per mensem? ~

Tae Hox. Sr1 A. B. SHETTY:—‘ I have no information
about the dhobi charges which the nurses have to incur,
Sir:??

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI : —¢ In view of thefact that prices «f
rations have increased by nearly 431 times since 1939, will the
Government increase the ration allowance also at least by 50 per
cent? ”’

Tae Hon. Srr A. B. SHETTY :—* The ration allowance was

increased because prices went up.’”

Srx S. RAMALINGAM : —“ In view of the fact that the ration
allowance and other allowances were given to meet personal
expenditure, will the Government consider the desirability of
increasing the dearness allowance as it is meant for the family? >’

Tue HoN. Srt C. RAJAGOPALACHARI : — Sir, all these

are questions of policy in finance and I understand the
Opposition is preparing for financial sabotage. We are
trying our best to put a barrage against this.”’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM:—‘“ May I know, Sir, whether
any question relating to the emoluments and amenities to Govern-
ment employees ‘means ‘ finaneial sabotage ’ and will the Hon.
the Chief Minister give this House the benefit of his definition of
¢ financial sabotage ’? ”*

Tue Hox. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI : —‘* T shall give it,

Sir, on a proper occasion, but not at question time.’

Elections to Municipal Councils, District Boards and
Panchayats.
* 37 Q.—Srt M. KALYANASUNDARAM: Will the Hon.
the Minister for Local Administration be pleased to state—
(a) when the elections -to Municipal Councils, District
Boards and Panchayat Boards are scheduled to take place on the
basis of adult suffrage;
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(b) whether there is any change in the time schedule fixed
by the previous Ministry; ‘and

(¢) if so, the reasons for the same?

Tae HoN. Sk N. SANKARA REDDI:—* (a) Munieipal
C ils.—The Inspector of Municipal Councils and Local
Boards who is the Election Authority has been asked to
conduct elections to all Municipal Councils so that the new
councillors may come into office on 1st November 1952.

Distriot Boards.—The question of elections to District Boards
* isstill under consideration.

Panchayats.—Preparations are being made to hold elections
to existing panchayats as soon as possible. These elec-
tions will be held in groups in each district one by ome.

““(b) & ((¢) Ne time schedule .was fixed by  the previous
Ministry for elections to Municipal Councils, District Boards
and Panchayats.”’

Srr K. VINAYAKAM:—‘“ Tn the matter of ‘elections to
municipalities, the Corporation.of Madras has made some repre-
sentations to the Government and may I know whether they have
considered them? *”

Mr. SPEAKER:—* The hon. Member may put a separate
question.”’

Srr. Mi EALYANASUNDARAM:—‘ May. T.know, Sir,
whether the elections to District Boards and Panchayats will be
completed before the end of this year?

Tee Hox. Skt N. SANKARA REDDI:— It'is under the

consideration of thel Government. Only elections to Pancha-
yat Boards are to be completed this year.”’

Sex S. O. C.- ANTHONY PILLAI:— May I know, Sir,
whether the. Government are aware that 25 out of 80 seats in the
Madras Corporation are based 4

Mzr. SPEAKER:—‘‘ The hon. Member should mnot read his
question.”’

Srr S. C. C. ANTHONY PILLAI:—“ May I know, Sir,
whether the Government are aware that in the elections to the
Madras City Corporation Council, election’ to 25 out of 80 seats is
based on communal representation and representation of Chambers
of Commerce, in direct contravention of the basic principles of
the Constitution of IndiaP >’

THE Hown. Skt N. SANKARA REDDI:—‘“ We are considering
the question of elections to Municipal Councils and Pancha-
yats only. The life of the present Madras City Corporation
Council extends only up to 1st November 1952 and so the
elections have to be conducted.”
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Srr P. THIMMA REDDI:—‘ In view of the fact that elec-
tions to District Boards are postponed, is there any proposal to
appomt Special Officers for the District Boards till the elections are
held? ’

Tae Hon. Srr N. SANKARA REDDI:—‘“ The question is
under consideration.’
Srr V. BALAKRISHNAN : —* In view of the information of

the Hon. Minister that elections to District Boards are far off, is
the Minister aware that Pudukkottai has.had no representation on
the Tiruchirappalli" District Board even though 3} years have
elapsed since merger, and that the people are belno subjected to
taxation without representation? May I also know whether some
representatives of Pudukkottai will be neminated to the District
Board? *’ .

Tee Hoxn. Skt N. SANKARA REDDI :—“ In case the elec-
tions to District Boards are postponed; the -~ question of
nominating some people to the present District Board will be
considered.’’

Srr V. V. RAMASAMI:—‘“If Special Officers are to be
appointed to the District Boards, may I know, Sir, whether they
will be officials or non-officials? *’

Teep Hon. Srr N. SANKARA REDDI: — It is still under

consideration, Sir.””

Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ Sir, in view of the fact that
most of the District Board Presidents were defeated in the general
elections, will the Hon. Minister consider the necessity of imme-
diately holdlng electlons to the District Boards also instead of
deferring them? *’

Tee Hon. Sk N. SANKARA REDDI:— ‘ Sir, the electlons

to District Boards also will be ordered; but net now.

Sr1 VAVILALA GOPALAKRISHN AIA‘H 1 —% Sowrand wiyoet
BredoindF E?& S o msaa 0B eﬁtsea" Sow nd My 5
o Lé:&;s”g-'b pos pone Bokron G ETOMO T, K B osHo prBome 2 7
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Srr P. RAMAMURTHI:—*‘ Are the Government aware that
delimitation of constituencies in all these municipalities have been
done without reference to population and therefore will they consi-
der the question of delimiting the conshtuencles on the basis of
population before holding elections? ’

Tae Hon. Srx N. SANKARA REDDI:—* Dehmxtahon of
wards was done in consultation with the municipalities con-
cerned and also on representations from the public and their
representatives.’’



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 519
b6th July 1952]

Ser A. GOVINDASAMY NAYAGAR:—“ May I know, Sir,
whether the number of members will be increased as there is
increase in the number of voters? ’’

Tae Hon. Srx N. SANKARA REDDI:—*“ According to the

increase in population, the number of wards also is
increased.””

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI: —“ Does the Hon. Minister know,
Sir, that when consultations were made with the municipalities,
there were certain vested interests and that the delimitation of
constituencies has now to be done with reference to the Repre-
sentation of the People Act? *’

Tre Hon. Sr1 N. SANKARA REDDI:—* The suggestions
and representations from the municipalities are properly
examined by the Government before delimitation is done.”

Protection of forests en Udayarpalayam estate.

*#38 Q.—Smr-K. R. VISWANATHAN: Will the IHon. the
Minister for Land Revenue be pleased to state—

(a) the dates when the forests which were under the control
of the zamindars-in Udayarpalayam taluk were taken over by the
Government on the abolition of the zamins;

(b) whether it is a fact that a portion of the forest area has
been converted into cultivable waste; and

(¢) what steps have the Government taken to prevent the
forests from depletion?

Tae Hoy. Sk M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER:—“ (a)
The Udayarpalayam estate was taken over under the Aboli-
tion Act on 3rd January 1951. The forests in the estate were
also taken over with it on the same date.

‘¢ (b) No such report has reached the Government.

‘¢ (¢) The Goyernment have sanctioned 'the employment of
certain staff for the protection of these forests.’”

Ser P. VENKATESWARLU :—‘“ May I know, Sir, after the
forests are taken over by the Government,  whether the peasants
there are enjoying the same rights as they used to enjoy under the
zamindars? >’

Tae Hon. Skt M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER: —‘ Proba-
bly they may be enjoying better rights.””

Srr G. LATCHANNA :—‘ Has any representation been inade
to the Government about the wrongful utilization of the forests
which have been taken over by the Eovernment from the recently
acquired estates? >’

Mzr. SPEAKER:—“ 1 think the hon. Member may put a
separate question.’”
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Srr P. VENKATESWARLU :—“ My question was not pro-
perly, answered. The Hon. Minister was pleased to say that the
peasants in the estates might be enjoying better rights. I want
a definite answer, Sir, whether the peasants are enjoying betﬁer
rights than what they were previously accustomed to have?

Tae Hon. Srx M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER:—“I
have no definite information to give, Sir. But from the
time the estates have been taken over by Government the
presumptxon should be that the peasants are enjoying better
rights.””

Srr P. B. Bf RAJACHIDAMBARAM|: —‘ May I' know
whether the forests are under the control of the Forest Officers or
the Forest Panchayats? ”’

Tue How. Sri'M. A: MANIOKAVELU NAICKER:—1I
think they are under'the control'of the Forest Department.’”’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM:—‘ T want to know whether the
ryots are enjoying the same grazing facilities for their cattle
which they had prior to the: taking over of the zamindari estates
by the Government.’’

Tee Hon. Srr' M. A: MANICKAVELU NAICKER:— Graz-
ing is one of the amenities which are included in the forest
facilities given to the ryots.’’

Srr’ K. R. VISWANATHAN:—‘‘ Have the Government
received any complaints that the forests are being depleted? *
Tre HoN. Sk M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER:— No
such complaint has been received.””

Srr P. VENKATESWARLU : —“ The Hon. Minister has told
us that the ryots are emjoying grazing facilities. ' Will the Hon.
Minister  give a‘definite  assurance that at least hereafter the
peasants will be given all those facilities which they were enjoying
before? *’

Tae How. Srii M. A. MANTOCKAVELU! NAICKPR:—‘1I

shall certainly look into amy specifie case which the hon.
Member may be pleased to bring to my notice.”’

Srr M. JAGANNATHAN.: —¢‘ May'I know; Sir, whether-it is
the policy of the Government after the abolition of the zamins, to
take over the forests in every' Zamiindari estate, wherever such
forests are in existence, and to convert them into arable lands? *’

Tae Hon. Srt M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER:—* Just

as ‘ man ’ includes ¢ woman,’ estates include forests.””

Sz P. B. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM :—“Ts it not.a fact
that the District Forest Officer has submitted a report that the
forests 1ncluded in the estates taken over are very bad? ’

Tae Hon. Skx M. A. MANICKAVELU NAICKER:—“1

want notice, Sir.”’
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Government Hospital, Tanjore.

* 39 Q. —Sr1 S. RAMALINGAM : Will the Hon. the Minister
for Health be pleased to state—
(@) whether the patients in the Government Hospital, Tanjore,
are lying down on the floor for want of beds; and

(b) if so, what steps the Government propose to take to
iucrease the number of beds?

Tae Hon. Srr A. B. SHETTY : —“(a) Like many other
medical institutions in the State; the Raja Mirasdar District
Headquarters Hospital, Tanjore, is also overcrowded. The
sanctioned bed-strength of the hospital is 500 while the daily
average attendance of in-patients is 800. Chromic and other
patients who are not very ill, are accommodated on mats on
the floor instead of being sent away without treatment for
want of beds. 1

““ (b) The gquestion of increasing the bed-strength of the
hospital is under comsideration.” Further, the construction
of a maternity ward of 36 beds is nearing completion and it
will, to some extent, relieve the existing congestion.’’

Sr1 @ RAMALINGAM:—‘ Are the Government constmuti‘ng
the maternity ward? *’
Tae Ho~n. SkrA. B. SHETTY :—*‘ The Rotary Club is con-
structing the ward.”’

Srr G. LATCHANNA :—“ Is the same position existing in
any other hospital and if so, what do the Government propose to
do to remedy it?

Tae How, Skr A. B. SHETTY:—‘ Hospitals are nowadays

overcrowded. Every year the bed strength of a few hospitals
is being increased and additional staff employed.”’

Srr A. RAMASWAMY THEVAR:—“May I know the
reasons for postponing the ecomstruction of the extension to the
Gandhi Memorial Headquarters Hospital, Tiruchirappalli, and
when the Government propose to ¢ontinue the construction in view
of the growing population? *’

Mr. SPEAKER : —“ The hon. Member * may give notice of a
separate question.’’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM :+—*° Will the Government consider
the suggestion to make cheap constructions for convalescent
patients in order to relieve congestion in hospitals? *’

Tae Hon. Srr A. B. SHETTY :—*‘ It is under consideration.

Sir.”’
aw - - 3 .
« This jon has been expunged by the di: ion of the House

—vide page 528 infra
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The Pullambadi Irrigation Sch
* 40 Q.—Sr1 P. B. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM : Will the
Hon. the Minister for Public Works be pleased to state—

(a) whether the plans and estimates are ready for the scheme
:;aialied ‘“ The Pullambadi Irrigation Scheme ’’ in Tiruchirappalli
strict;

(b) what is the area which can be brought under cultivation
under this scheme; and A

(¢) the approximate; cost of the schemey
TrE Hon. Skr N. RANGA REDDI:+—*¢ (a) Yes.
‘¢ (b) 22,000 acres. ;i
““ (c) Rs. 8426 lakhs.”

Srx P. B.. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM : —““ May I know when
the Government propose to take up the execution of the scheme? *’

Trae Hon. Skt N. RANGA REDDI :—‘ I may inform the hon.
Member that the scheme is not likely to be taken up for
execution because the Chief Engineer has not recommended
it for amore reasons than ome.’’

Sex P. B. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM:—‘‘ May I know
whether the Minister is aware that much costlier schemes have been
taken up for execution by the Government? ’’

Tae Hon. Srx N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ Every schel'ne is pro-
perly scrutinized before a decision is arrived at regarding
its execution.”’

Srx P. RAMAMURTHI: —“ May i know the reasons which
the Chief Engineer has advanced for not taking up this scheme for
‘execution? ?’

THE Hon. Skr N. RANGA REDDI: —* This scheme involves
the excavation of a camal about 54 miles in length, and for
about ‘26 miles there are absolutely no proper facilities for
digging the canal due to the thick layer of the earth. The
Chief Engineer has said that the cost involved in the excava-
tion of the canal would not be commensurate with the profit
accruing out of the scheme.””

Srr M. PALANIYANDI: —* @oopps Gsadley @omps oSl
Boewrapenen Peosslrure g s1@ug CFle SHE Carm BUiib asred
@uE@psn ereirm GaL@Bpesr.”

Tae Howx. Skr N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ There is another
scheme under investigation. The scheme has not yet been
finalized. The estimates and plans will be ready by about
the 1st August 1952.”"

Srr S. DEIVASIGAMANY :—‘“ May I know the amount that
has been spent till now on this scheme? *’
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Tee Hon. Smr N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ The scheme was
investigated in the year 1948. Nothing more has been
deme.””

Srr A. RAMASWAMY THEVAR:—“ May I know, Sir,
whether plans and estimates are ready for the scheme known as the
¢ Kattalai High Level Channel Extension Scheme’ in the Tiru-
chirap; :1’13 district, and if so, when the scheme would be com-
me

Mz. SPEAKER:—‘‘ We'are now dealing with the Pullambadi
Scheme. The hon. Member may put a 'separateiguestion.’”

Srr A. RAMASWAMY THEVAR:—‘/ Myself being a new
Member I would like to know the rules and regulations governing
the p dure to be adopted duri tion tume.*’

Mr. SPEAKER ;—“ It has already been circulated to hon.
Members.”’

g ¢

Ser A/ RAMASWAMY THEVAR— If that is so, T may bo
excused, Sir.”?

Srr P. B. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM : —“ Aré the Govern-
ment aware that the people of the locality came forward to help
the Government to” execute the scheme by giving loans when the
Hon. Minister Sri Roche Victoria visited that place-last? >’

Tae Hon. Skx N. RANGA REDDI:—“1 have no informa-

tion to give the hon. Member.””

Ser P. RAMAMURTHI:—‘ In view of the fact that the
Government have stated that about 22,000 acres of land could be
irrigated under this scheme, may I know whether it is the question
of cost that is standing in the way of its execution? As a matter
of fact several schemes costing more but irrigating less acreage
have been taken up for execution.””

Tae Hon. Skr'N. RANGA REDDI:—*° 1 do not really under-
stand what the hon. Member means by saying whether it is
the cost that counts: most. . As a matter of fact before imple-
menting a scheme not only the cost but several other factors
also are taken into consideration.’’

Srx P. B. K. RAJACHIDAMBARAM : —‘‘ Are the Govern-
ment aware that in spite of the fact that the scheme was investi-
gated as early as 1905 and fond hopes were given to the people,
it was considered last only in 19487 Now the Government have
come forward saying that it is not feasible to take it up for execu-
tion. Will the Government r ider their deecision in view of
the fact that the people of that area are ready to give loans for the
execution of the scheme? *’

Tae Hox. Skx N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ Fond hopes have been
entertained not only with regard to this scheme but with
regard to many more schemes. In view of what the hom.
Member has just now said, the question will be r idered.’’

A—2
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Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—‘“ May I know what is the cost

of the scheme per acre? ’’

Tae Hon. Skt N. RANGA REDDI:—*‘ The whole scheme is
to cost about Rs. 84:26 lakhs and it is expected to irrigate
about 22,000 acres. The hon. Member can make his own
mathematical calculations. I may also add that when the
cost of the scheme is worked out, the extent of the poramboke
lands that will be brought under irrigation is also being gone
into. The return of the scheme was estimated to be only
1 per cent.”’

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI :—‘ The Hon. Minister has stated
that when a scheme is taken up several factors are taken into
account. May I know whether the defect of the Government in the
elections is also taken into consideration in this connexion? ’’

Tee Hox. Skr N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ We have not yet
come to that stage, Sir.”’
Srr V. BALAKRISHNAN :—‘‘ In view of the fact that Tiru-

chirappalli is.a deficit district, does not the Hon. Minister think
that any scheme bringing additional lands under cultivation will
increase food production? **

Tee Hon. Srx N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ Not only in Tiruchi-
rappalli- but everywhere we consider additional lands for
cultivation very useful. But the question of finance stands
in the way.”’

Smx V. BALAKRISHNAN : —°‘ But the people are prepared
to finance the scheme.’’

Sr1 P. THIMMA REDDI :— ¢ When the Government coasider
this scheme which is: to cost about Rs. 84:26 lakhs for irrigating
ouly 22,000 acres, will they consider also the Upper Pennar
Project which is to irrigate more acreage but cost less and which
was already brought to the notice of Mr. N. Sanjeeva Reddi when
he visited Anantapur while he was a Minister? ™

Mz. SPEAKER:—° The hon. Member may put a separate
question.”

Srr K. VINAYAKAM|: —“ The - Hon. Minister has asked us
to have our own calculations regarding the cost per acre. Are
we to apply the G.C.M. or the L.C.M. method? *’ (Laughter.)

Tae Hon. Skx N. RANGA REDDI:—‘‘ The hon. Member can

apply any method which he thinks correct.””

Srx T. VISWANATHAM : —*“ Sir, with reference to the cost
of the scheme may I ask the Hon. Minister whether during the
Advisers’ regime, this scheme was estimated to cost only Rs. 36

- lakhs, why he now says that the cost is Rs. 82 lakhs an asks me

to work out the cost per acre on that basis, and whether any further
additions have been made to the plans and estimates since they
were originally prepared during the Advisers’ regime?f > -



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 526

5th July 1952]

Tee Hon. Sk N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ I have no informa-

mation on that point; but I take the information from the
hon. Member.’”

Ser T. VISWANATHAM : —‘‘ Sir, the Hon. Ministers gene-
rally deny whatever we say and then add that they have no miorma
tion. Will it be possible for you, Sir, and may I request you, to

advise the Hon. Ministers to get information before they deny
what we say here?, *’

Mz. SPEAKER : — How is the Speaker concerned with the
method of answering questions? **

Ser T. VISWANATHAM : —¢ You are here to guide us, Sir.”

Mz. SPEAKER :—*‘ The Spesker has nothing to do with the
method of answering questions.’”

Srx T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ You have also got the privilege
of guiding both the Members and the Ministers.””

Headquarters. of the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Villupuram.

*4]1 Q—Smr V. GOPALA GOUNDER: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Law be pleased to state whether any representation was
received from the Bar Association, Tindivanam, for shifting of the
¢ Sub-Divisional Magistrate Court ’, Villupuram to Tindivanam
and if so, the action taken thereon?

Ta: Hos. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR :— Yes.
Government have examined the matter and do mot consider
any change is called for in the headquarters of the Sub-
- Divisional Magistrate, Villupuram.”

Srr V. R. NAGARAJAN:—‘ Will the Government state
whether they “have received any representation -~ from the Bsr
‘Association at Villupuram in regard to this matter? **

Tee Hon; Srr K, P, EUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—“ No
representation has been received by the Government from the
Bar ‘Association, Villupuram.’”

Srr V. GOPALA GOUNDER :—‘‘ May I know the recommen-
dahona made by the Commission in this behalf? **

Tae Hon. Srx K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—‘ The
Commission also advised the Government not to make any
change in the present position.”

Srr K. ARANGANATHAN :—** May I know whether there
is any proposal to shift the Sub-Divisional Maglstrate s Court at
G-mgeag

Tae Hon. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—“ A

separate question may be put on that.””
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Lower Sagileru Project.
* 42 Q.—Srr N. SIVARAMI REDDI: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Public Works be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that only the excavation part of the
Lower Sagileru Project has been sanctioned and met the entire
scheme including the construction of a dem across the river Sagi-
leru; and

() if so, for what reasons®

Tre Hon. Skx'N. RANGA REDDI:—“(g) & (b) The Govern-
ment sanetioned the execution of the earth work of the canal
portion of the Lower Sagileru Project only, with a view to
provide employment for the agriculturists end labourers
affected by adverse seasonal conditions in Badvel taluk of
Cuddapah district. The full project was not sanctioned as it
required reinvestigation in several respects.”’

Srr N. SIVARAMI REDDI:—“Sir, what is the good of
excavating a canal without sanctioning the construction of a dam
across the river? ’

Tae Hox. Srr N- RANGA REDDI:—“ T have already stated
the reasons for sanctioning the execution of the earth work of
the camal portion. The scheme has not been sanctioned as an
irrigation project to be taken up.'”

Srx N. SIVARAMI REDDI :—*‘ Are the Government aware
that when His Excellency toured the Cuddapah district, he promised
that the entire scheme would be taken up in order fo solve the
famine problem of the Cuddapah district? *’

Tee Hov. Skx N. RANGA REDDIL:—‘ It.is drue that His
Excellency toured the Cuddapah distwiet amd represemtations
were made to him then that this project should be taken up.
may alse tell the hon. Member that His Fxeellency wrote to
the Planning Commission also for getting this included in the
Basic Supplementary Plan.**

Representations regarding distribution of yarn in the State.

* 43 Q.—Sr1 PRAGADA KOTAIAH: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Industries and Labour be:pleased to state—

(a) whether any representations made by the Madras Previn-
cial Handloom Weavers’ Congress aud.by certain members of the
Madras Legislative Assembly in their memorandum, dated 8th
May 1952, to the Chief Minister have been received by the Govern-
ment requesting them to see that the total-output of yarn in the
country should be distributed in strict proportion to the estimated
requirements of the various consumers of yarn including the com-
posite and the weaving mills; and

" (®) if so, the action taken thereon by the Government?
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Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—“ (a) Yes.
‘¢ (b) The matter is under examination.’’

Srr S. RAMALINGAM : — May I know what are the other
suggestions made by the Members of the Madras Legislature in
their memorandum? *’

Tue Hox. Dr. U. KRIS]IN A BAO:—* The other suggestions
made by the Members are that reservation of certain types of
cloth should be made forihandlooms so that those types of
cloth may not be'made by 'the mills, that the Union and
State Governments might purchase handloom cloth for their
requirements, that allfhandloom weavers should be brought
into the co-operative fold during a period of five to ten years
and that handloom cloth and yarn should be exempted from
sales tax., These are some of the ether peints raised in the
memorandum which, as I said, are being examined.”

Srr G/ LATCHANNA : —*¢ Is it not a fact that the weavers are
still not being supplied with a sufficient quantity of yarn and that
one reason for their privations is that a sufficient quantity of yarn
is mot supplied to them?

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO : —‘‘ I should like to have a
separate question on this subject from the hon. Member, and
I shall answer it.”

Sr1 PRAGADA KOTATAH :—*‘ May I know . what the deci-
sions of the Government are on the suggestions contained in the
memorandum? **

Tue Hown. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—“ As T told the hon.
Member, the Government are examining every onme of those
valuable suggestions and final eonclusians have not yet been
arrived at. As soon as they are ready, I will be able to inform
the House.”

Sr1 G. LATCHANNA : —““ Is it.not a fact that the handloom
weavers are not supplied the suitable counts of yarn but only,
different counts? If so, what action have the Goyvernment taken to
rectify the defect?

Tae Honx. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘° Hon. Members are
aware that it is not within the purview of the State Govern-
ment to decide what counts should be made in regard to
eertain warieties of cotton er what varieties should be given to
composite mills and what varieties to individual weavers. It
is not a matter entirely under the control of the State Govern-
ment. We are trying our very best to see that the defects
pointed out by the hon. Member are remedied.”

Srr K. R. SAMBANDAM : —*‘ May I know what is the total
output of yarn in our State? ”’

Tae Hox. Dr- U. KRISHNA RAO:—* Notice, Sir.””
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II.—EXPUNCTION OF CERTAIN STATEMENTS FROM
THE OFFICLIAL REPORT.

* Tue Hown. Srr C. RATAGOPALACHARI:—** Sir, in the
course of the questions put this morning, a statement was made
about honorary medical officers, which was unwarranted and
unworthy. I move that that part of the proceedings, whoever said
it, may be expunged from the record.’’

Mr. SPEAKER : —*“ I take it that the House has no objection
to expunge the statement® ~referred to.  The question is that
‘ the objectionable statement made regarding honorary medical
ofticers be expunged from the record ’.””

The motion was carried.

HI.—-ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE HON. SPEAKER.
(1) ELECTION TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE,

Mz, SPEAKER:—“ T have to announce to the House that
the following candidates were mnominated for election to the
House Committee : —

(1) Sri Bojja Appalaswamy,
() ,, S. Ramalingam,
(3) ,, N. C. Ramaswamy Kandar,
(4) ,, S. S. Kolkebail,
(6) ,, P. B. K. Rajachidambaram,
(6) ' ,, K. Gajapathi Reddiar,
(") ,» N. Paramasivam,
(8) ,, H. Ramalinga Reddy,
9)",, A. Ramaswamy Thevar,
(10). ., A. M. Sambandam,
(11) ,, A. M. Ratnasamy,
(12) ,, S. Venkatrama Ayyar.
¢“ Sri Bojja Appalaswamy has since withdrawn his candida-
ture.

““ As the number of remaining candidates validly nmominated
is equal to the number of vacancies to be filled, viz., eleven,
hereby declare them to have been duly elected to the House
Committee.

“ In addition to the above, under Rule 157 of the Madras
Assembly Rules, I nominate the following two members to be
members of the said Committee: —

(1) Sri A. S. Sahajananda, ;
(2) Srimathi Thamma Kotamma Reddi.””

sVide page 521 supra.
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(2) ELECTION TO THE COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES.

Mg. SPEAKER: —‘“ I have to announce to the House that the
following candidates were nominated for the election of fifteen
members to the Committee of Privileges: —

(1) Sri 8. Vemayya,

() ,, M. Narayana Kurup,

(3) ,, 8. C. C. Anthony Pillai,
(4) ,, N. Gopala Menon,

(6) ,, S. Panchaksharam,

(6) ,, K. V. Vema Reddy,

(7) ,, Chinnathambi Thevar,
(8) ., S. Ramaswamy Naidu,
(9) ., P. Selvaraj,

(10) ,, P.T. Rajan,
(11) Janab Kunhi Mohamed Shafee.
(12) Sri T. Viswanatham,
(18) ,, P. Ramamurthi,

(14) ,, T. Nagi Reddi,

(15) ;, N. V. L. Narasimha Rao,
(@6) ,, P. Rangasamy Reddiar.

““ 8ri S. Vemayya has since withdrawn his candidature.’”

‘“ As the number of remaining candidates validly nominated is
equal to the number of vacancies to be filled, viz., fifteen, I hereby
declare them to have been duly elected to the Committee of
Privileges.”” 1

(3) BLECTION TO THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.

Mz. SPEAKER:—“I have to announce to the House that -
the following candidates were mnominated for the  election of
fourteen members to the Public. Accounts Committee :~—

(1) Sri G. Latchanna,

() ,, L. C. Pais,

(8) Srimathi Dr. Soundaram Ramachandran,
(4) Sri R. V. Swaminathan,

(6) ,, A. Balarama Reddi,

(6) ,, V. K. Ramasamy Mudaliar,
(7) ,, P. Gopalakrishna Reddy,
(8) ,, P. V. R. Gajapathy Raju,
@®) ,, V. V. Ramaswami,

(10) ,, D. Dasarathan, *

(11) ,, K. C. Gopalan Unni,

(12) ,, T. Viswanatham,

(13) ,, K. R. Viswanathan,
(14) ,, P. Venkateswarlu,
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‘‘As the number of candidates validly nominated is equal to the
number of vacancies to be filled, viz., fourteen, I hereby declare
them to have been duly elected to the Committee of Public
Accounts.’”

(4) ELECTION TO THE SENATE OF THE ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY.

Mz. SPEAKER:—“ I have to announce to the House that
the following candidates were nominated for the election of three
members to the Senate of the Annamalai University : —

(1) Sri D. Dasarathan,

() ,, V. Krishnaswamy Padayachi,
(3) Janab K. M. Seethi,

(4) Sri 8. P. Thangavelu.

‘“Sri D. Dasarathan has since withdrawn his candidature.
. " As the number of remaining candidates validly nominated
is equal to the number of vacancies to be filled, viz., three, T hereby
declare them to have been duly elected to the Semate of the
Annamalai University.”’ )

IV.—GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET
FOR THE YEAR 1952-53—cont.
Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ The hon. Member Sri'S. T. Adityan who
was speaking when the House rose yesterday, will now continue
his speech.’’

* Srx, S. T. ADITYAN:—‘“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, yesterday
before the House rose 1 was telling the hon. Members of this House
that fresh taxation is unnecessary. Secondly, in regard to sur-
charge on land revenue, I said .that it begins at a low level and that
it is too steep also. As to the petrol tax, I said that bus traffic is
now being taxed and that the tax may affect the bus and lorry
traffic alse, and incidemtally affect the- distribution of food. In
these circumstances, I said that at least there should be a guarantee
thats a definite .proportion of taxation  on.road traffic would be
utilised for road developmient. Then, 8ir, I pleaded for a libera-
lisation of lerry, traffic. " As to Prohibition, I said that the yard-
stick with which its success should be méasured is not whether the
old addicts are still drinking but whether we are creating a new
generation of addicts. I mentioned that according te information
on this side, as new kinds of essences have come into existence and
are corrupting the young men a new type of drink addiets has
been created. I have only to add that in certain places, addicts
have gone to such an extent that every cottage is almost a distillery.
T am told that even women have begun to drink in such places.
I said yesterday that we depend upon the women of this State as
the bulwark of Prohibition and if the women-folk also are taking
to drink, then certainly it is a very serious matter. I said the
U.D.F. is not committed to any decision on this matter, because
it has to be investigated and found if the facts alleged are correct;
if correct, then Prohibition is a failure.
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*‘ Then, Sir, in regard to State Trading, I was suggesting that
the bus traffic industry which was taken over by the Madras
Government is a failure. On financial principles, I was suggest-
ing that there are other industries for which private funds are not
available, which may be usefully taken over by the Government.
I was challenged to give new suggestions and 1 made a few sug-
gestions.  Although the manufacture of photographic materials
is a larger questi t was anoth I should have included
among my suggestions, the making of raw fllms for the film indus-
try also, because the film industry of this State is second only. to
the lgln.l industry of Bombay which ;is second again in the whole
world.

““ I requested you, Sir, to give me a few minutes for drawing
the attention of this honourable House to the grievances in regard
to my distriet. I wish the Hon. the Revenue Minister were here but
1 am sure the information would be passed on to him. First and
foremost is the palmyra tax. I submit that this palmyra tax is a
double taxatiom. It is peculiar to the Tirunelveli district and to
those portions of the Ramamnathapuram district which formed
originally a part of the Tirunelveli district. In addition to the
land itself, the tree on the land is also being taxed: Whereas in
all the other districts only the trees which stand on Government
poramboke are taxed, in this particular district unfortunately,
not only the land on which the trees stand is taxed, but the trees
also are taxed. The tax is levied on each and every palmyra tree
in certain cases up to an extent of one anna per tree. That happens
in certain places. This particular tree tax is often much more than
the tax on the land itself. The palmyra tax in the Tirunelveli
district is an anomaly and an anachronism. And when we make
representations to the Government, the only answer we get is that-
this tree tax has been in existence from time immemorial, even
from the time of the Naick Rajas. I submit that it is a tax which
does not suit the case. Not only that, Sir, the jaggery industry is
now in a very bad state and this palmyra tax is really a tax on the
jaggery industry of the southernmost district of the State. There-
fore, Sir, it is high time the tax is removed altogether.

‘‘ There is another thing which'I want to, submit to the House
on behalf of my distriet and it is in regard to the sweet toddy
rules. These rules have been framed with a view to suit conditions
where the major industry was the intoxicating toddy industry but
not the sweet juice industry. The same difficulty arose in Travan-
core also which is adjoining the Tirunelveli district. There also
the Prohibition Act is exactly similar to the Prohibition Act of this
State and the rules there are also similar to those in force in this
State. There, it was found from experience that the sweet toddy
rules imposed a hardship on the existing sweet juice industry and
therefore they were pleased to exempt the southernmost taluks of
the Travancore State from these rules. We of th Tirunlveli dis-
trict have been praying to this Government more than once that the
same concessions should be extended to our district. :

A—3
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3 Again, Sir, so far as the Tirunelveli district is concerned, it
is made compulsory that every person should become a member of
a co-operative ty before he gets a li Sir; that is impossi-
ble. I have shown to the Government in a certain memorandum
that if they begin to enforce the sweet toddy rules in the district
1% will become necessary for every man, woman, and child in some
of the villages to take out licences: On the other hand, it would
be better to msist that those who do not come under the sweet toddy
rules must take out licences: I'ie-position is such that this ques-
tion of licence is reduced to a farce in the-district. Therefore, Sir,
even as in the case of ‘the Travancore State; the Tirunelveli dis.
trict also should be exempted from the sweet toddy rules. That
is the second suggestion I wish to make in respect of my distriet.

‘“ The third suggestion I would like to make is that the Govern-
ment should be pleased to examine the possibility of utilising
th surplus waters of Travancore for the adjoining, Tirunelveli
district. “This problem has been before the¢ Government more
than once, but they have not yet come to a definite conclusion on
this subject. Recently, the Travancore Government have taken
up the Pexunchanai Irrigation Scheme. I am told thatthe gurplus
water that is available is in such a large volume that if this Govern-
ment would only enter into negotiation with the adjoining Travan-
core State, it may be possible to irrigate the Nanguneri taluk. of
the Tirunelveli district and convert most of the lands there into
nanja lands. -

‘“ Another point to which I would like te draw the attention of
the Government is, we understand that go-slow orders have been
given by this Government in respect of certain, schemes which are
under construction in Tirunelveli district. One of them, we
understand, is the Manimuthar Project. In this conmection I
would particularly draw the attention of the Government to ome
fact; namely, that under the Srivaikuntam Amnicut Scheme, the
Government. are under an obligation to supply water for both the
crops. It is a double crop compounded area. That took place
long ago, about 60 or 70 years ago and even at that time the
Government gave a.selemn undertaking that.because they collected
double crop compounded! tax,  they would supply water for both
the- crops. But; what actually happens is," the Government
are able to supply water only for one erop, and the other crop is
almost a failure under the Srivaikuntam Anicut Scheme. Tf
people take the matter to court, the lawyers would certainly advise
that they would succeed, but they have not taken the matter to
court. But, that does not mean that the Government should be
slow in fulfilling their obligation. If the Manimuthar Scheme
is carried out, it would bring water for both the crops in that area.
We. also. understand ‘that there is another scheme which has also
been slowed down, and is in danger of being discontinued. That
is the rural electrification scheme -of Srivaikuntam and Tiruchen-
dur taluks. We also understand that the third' scheme which is
in operation in: the Tiruchendur taluk, ly, the drinking ~wn_téf
supply sch for Kayalpatn and Attur, is'in danger of being

e
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discontinued for the present. °Sir, these are schemes which are
absolutely neecssary and the Government are under a moral obli-
gation to execute them and it would be extremely ruinous either
to slow down or to discontinue these important schemes.

‘¢ With these words, Sir, I request the Government either to
cut down these taxation proposals, or at least drop altogether some
of them. After.all, there is nothing wrong in working on a deficit
Budget, because the deficit is only going to be for a temporary
period. The deficit is only due to famine conditions. That need
not frighten us. It is therefore not necessary for this purpose to
impose fresh taxafion. TFor these reasons, I consider that the
Budget is unsatisfactory and should be opposed.’

Mr. SPEAKER : —‘“ Yesterday, very few lhon. Members came
forward to speak. But today T have received lists of sﬁ:akers from
almost all the parties. As a large number of members.want to

take part in the debate, I fix a time-limit of 20 minutes for each
Member.’’

* Dr. P. VARADARAJULU NAYUDU:— Mr. 8peaker,
Sir. I have great pleasure in ‘supporting the Budget proposals
placed before this. House by the /Hom. the Finance Minister. In
doing ‘this, I am glad I am able to congratulate the Members of
this House on the Vote of Confidence they have recorded in the
Chief Minister and his Council of Ministers. Of course, it may
look a very ordimary matter when people read about the result m
the newspapers, but when they carefully analyse the present posi-
tion in the State, they will realise that the Members of the |
TLegislative Assembly Have done the right thing at the right time
in recording the Viote of Confidence in the Mimistry, and thus hav-
ing averted a very bad political deadlock. I am, to some extent
responsible, for bringing back Mr. C. Rajagopalachari as the
Leader of the Congress Party and the Chief Minister.. In fact,
when he was hesitating to come in, T offered the resignation of ury
seat in the Assembly to make room for him to seck election, but he
declined to stand for election and he hag come in by some other
way. sAnyhow, considering the present pesition in the country is
a whole and in ‘this State in particular, it is right that
Mr. C. Rajagopalachari. has aceepted ‘the leadership -of the
Government. My Friend, Swami - Sahajananda, was saying
yesterday that Mr. Rajagopalachari and his Government have mot
done :much for the Depressed Classes, I mean the Harijans. He
also levelled the charge against.the Chief Minister that he .did not
consult Swami Sahajananda as to who should be the Harijan
Minister of the Cabinet. His complaint was. or is, that a non-
Tamilian has been made a Minister to be in charge of the welfare
of the Harijans. Last year, we had a Minister of that community
who was ;a Tamilian, Mr. Parameswaran. The Andhras also
could have felt the same difficulty in explaining their .grievances
to a -non-Telugu-knowing Minister. Tt is not poessible for the
leader of the Government to.consult everv Member of the Tiegisla-
ture in making the selection :of Ministers.”
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- SR V. R. NAGARAJAN:—“On a point of information,
ir. .

Mz. SPEAKER:—‘‘ The hon. Member is not yielding.””

Sr1 V. R. NAGARAJAN :—““ On a point of order, Sir. How
are all these things relevant?f >’

Mr. SPEAKER:—‘ It is because terday. S i ja-
nanda spoke about it.”’ et

Srr V. R. NAGARAJAN : —¢ Yesterday, the Speaker was
pleased to ask. Mr. R. V. Swaminathan not to talk about other
things, but refer only to the merits and demerits of the Budget.”

Mr. SPEAKER:— Perhaps the hon. Member has not been
following the speech of Dr. Varadarajulu Nayudu. He was say-
ing that Swami Sahajananda remarked yesterday that the Hon. tge
Chief Minister had not consulted Swami Sahajananda in selecting
the Ministers, and that he (Dr. Varadarajulu Nayudu) thought
that the Hon. Chief Minister must have his own way of selecting
the Ministers.”’

Srxr V. R. NAGARAJAN :—* I have no objection personally
to what has been said by Dr. Varadarajulu Nayudu, but at this
rate, every Member may begin to voice his own feelings.”’

Mz. SPEAKER;—‘“The hon. Member,” Dr. Varadarajulu
Nayudu is only speaking on the Budget. He may continue.’’

*Dr. P. VARADARAJULU NAYUDU:— ‘1 ‘particularly

" refer to this matter because the whole House and every Minister

irrespective of the community to which he belongs are interested in
the welfare of Harijans. 1 assure Swami Sahajananda that the
interests of the Depressed Classes are safe in the hands of this
Government and this Assembly. He may remember the great
services that have been rendered to the community particularly by
Mr. C. Rajagopalachariar and the late Diwan Bahadur P. Kesava
Pillai. About ‘thirty-five years ago, when the Swamiji came to
Salem, there was a common dinner in which half a dozen of us
took part. Immediately there was a great sensation in the town
and someone went even ‘to the extent of calling Mr. C. Rajagopala-
chariar, a ‘chandala’ for having dined with a Depressed Class
man. Speaking on behalf of the people both from the North and the
South, I can say that there is not a single Hindu who is opposed

‘to the interests of Harijans. Every one realizes that it is his duty

to stand by the Harijans. Therefore no doubt need be in the
mind of any Harijan that his community is being ignored. Many
Caste Hindus did not vote for the Congress and some Depressed
Class people also, led rightly or wrongly, did not vote for the
Congress in the last general election. Not a single Member of the
Congress Party will ever nurture a grievance against the Harijan
Community on. this ground. Swami Sahajananda himself is a
champion of the cause of and has rendered very great service to,
the Depressed Classes. I know the trouble he has undergone. He
had to move about the town of Chidambaram with a revolver and
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had to be guarded by some people from being assaulted. He had
made great sacrifices. I do not want that a gentleman of his type
should have any grievance against Caste Hindus or the Congress
Government.

‘“ As T was listening to the speeches made on the Confidence
Motion and the Budget, my mind went back to an incident which
occurred about forty-five years ago.

‘“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, there.is a lot of noise emanating from
the room on my left.”

Mz. SPEAKER £ T'shall see that the noise abates.”

* Dr. P. VARADARAJULU NAYUDU :—“ About seven of
us met in the presence of the late Mr. V. O. Chidambaram Pillai
to take a pledge to wreck the British Government in this country.
I was one of them. T took out my blood and signed the pledge
in the presence of that great patriot. All of them are dead except
me and another person who has become a sanyasi and is living in
a jungle. Some of my friends may remember that he is Nilakanta
Brahmachari. We were very young men at that time. T was only
twenty years of age. We formed a very fine picture of a free and
independent Tndia. With the happenings after the attainment of
freedom and the feelings expressed by the people both in this
House and outside against the Congress, Congress leadership and
the Congress administration; I felt very much depressed. We
made common cause to fight for the freedom of this country. Most
of the Congressmen who made great sacrifices never imagined that
our country would attain freedom within our own life-time. Tt is
by mere fluke of the international situation that Swaraj came to us
earlier than we expected. It is true that we were not prepared for
the freedom. Mahatma Gandhi often used to write and say that
Swaraj was in sight. but that the people were not ready for it.
Somehow or other, by the Grace of God or by the efforts of our own
people, we secured freedom. Immediately after the attainment of
‘reedom, so many causes disturbed the mormal functioning of the
administrative machinery. = Most of our people who are opposed
to the Congress blame the Congress and thei Congress. administra-
tion for all the ills from which we are suffering. Why are we in
the grip of a famine? Why ‘is there deterioration in administra-
tion? During the war, the British Government concentrated more
on the successful prosecution of the war than on the efficient
running of the administration. The result is that the administra-
tion began to deteriorate. Corruption set in. Every officer was
asked to collect money for the Ward Fund and he took a lion’s
share of the collections for himself. Thus the process of deterio-
ration began in the last phase of the British administration. Then,
there were great troubles on account of the partition of this
country. A crore and a half people came from Pakistan to this
part of Tndia. The Ceéntral and State Governments had to find
food and shelter for those people and look after their welfare.
Even now one can see people dwelling on the pavements of the
streets in Delhi, Cawnpore and other places. Tnflux of refugees
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is the main.cause for the disturbed condition in the country. Not
only that. As a result of partition, a good portion of fine agricul-
tural land went over to Pakistan. In Pakistan each man has got
two men’s food, whereds in India two men have got one man’s
food. Therefore we are in the grip of a famine. Then, there
were natural catastrophies. There were earthquakes and floods
in Assam, heavy rains in Bihar, famine in Bengal and drought
in South India. All these contributed to the famine with which
we are now faced. Our Government have done what all they could
to meet this unexpeeted trouble. ;

‘¢ Another serious matter was the maintenance of law and
order. It was a very serious problem.. When there is a change of
Government, naturally there is a kind of feeling that the old
Government has, gone and a new Government is coming, and
anti-social elements come to the top. We had troubles similar
to those that prevailed in 18567 when the Britishers finally
suppressed. the first War of Independence and took possession of
this eountry. Burning of houses, arson, loot, murder, kidnapping
and similar atrocities prevailed in the country. Tt took 25 years
for the British Government to restore law and order in India after
1857. _Immediately after the dawn of Swaraj, we have been strug-
gling to maintain law and order for the past five years. Tt should
be said to the credit of the Congress Government that ‘hey have
been able to a.very great extent to prevent further catastrophies.
Their first concern was the maintenance of law and order. They
have done what all they could to find food for the people. To some
extent, we ourselves did not properly co-operate with the Govern-
ment. Tmmediately after the decontrol of food, we see that rice
is selling cheaper everywhere. Torryloads of foodgrains are
moving from place to place. This shows that our people have been
hoarding grains for selling at a higher price. This was mainly
responsible for the failure of control in this .country. Anyhow,
the Government had the courage to remove food control. We
cannot say mow what its effect will be; we have to wait and see.
But we must be prepared for.any emergency.

“ I ask my friends not to think that the Congress Government
were -thoronghly inefficient and that they were mesponsible for all
owr ills. Administration has really deteriorated to som: extent.
Seme of us -have scen from.inside the prison and outside how effi-
ciently the Rritish were carrying on the administration. They were
administering with that efficiency and ability which we now find dn
the Hon. Speaker in conducting the proceedings of thie House.
There is mow deterioration for various reasoms. Some of our
officials, who were very loval to the British, have shown a tendency
of a different kind towards the Congress administration. Commu-
nisni ‘has eropned up. Everybody is demanding a higher salary
and ‘more concessions. Bven the wives of ‘Government servamts
have organized themselves and are demanding more concessions for
their husbands. ‘Sech a thing could not have been ‘heard of during
the British administration. No doubt, Government servaomte have
Jegitirnate grievances. Their salary is very low. The gazctted and
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non-gazetted State Government servants ought to be paid the
Government of India scales of pay so that their grievances may be
removed once for all. The Hon. the Finance Minister may ask
wherefrom he is to find the necessary funds. That is not a cons
cern of the Gevernraent servants. 1f the Government canuot afford
to pay adequate saiaries for want of funds, the best course 1s to
retrench the staff as much as possible. Whenever a new law is
passed, additicnal staff is appointed to e¢nforce that law. The
vumber of {iovernment servants’ is inereasing. Go to 2ny place
There are the Factory“Inspectors, Sales tuxtdunspectors, Prohibi-
tion- Officers and so on. 7The moment we suggest retrenchment
which involves the ousting of some present staff, there will be dis-
content in the'country ‘and interested parties are ready to mobilise
their grievamees and put them up against the Government. The
Government should apply the axe with a firm determination, with
an iron hand. “The administration has got to be‘improved to the
level of what it was during ihe British ‘administration.  Another
cause of deterioration is that Collectors are burdened with too much
of work. There is too much ofipaper administration. When I
was an young man, the Collectors had very wide powers. At the
time of jamabandi, the Collector would go to a village, gather
the villagers, hear their grievances and pass orders for removing
the legitimate grievances then and there. In the present s-t-up, if
one wants to get a gun licence, the application has to pass thr sugh
the Village Munsif, Revenue Inspector, Deputy Tahsildar and
Tahsildar to the Deputy Collector. Finally he has to pay ¢t least
four annas to the despatching clerk to get the licence: The whole
administration has been made very complicated. More powers must
be given to District Officers. They must be efficient men and they
must be paid a higher salary, for on them mainly depends the effi-
ciency of administration. A District Superintendent of Police,
with the enormous power that he wields, is paid a salary of only
Rs. 600 The: salary is not commensurate with the  position he
holds. A Distriet Medical Officer was paid between Rs. 1,500 and
RBs. 2,000 during the time of the British. Goverument. Now he is
given: only Rs. 600. | After the exit of-the.1.C.S. men;. efficiency
has really gone down. T have known almost all the I.0.S. Collee-
tors:  I.can count on my fingers’ ends the number of really efficient
I.AS. men. There are about 10 or 12 of them. The training
given 1o I.A.S. personnel is not adequate for the responsibility that
they are called upen to undertake. The best persons: must be
selected and made to undergo a rigorous training as was done dur-
ing the days of the British Government.

““ Direct recruitment must be deferred for some time. Police
and-other officers, who have put in five years’ service in a higher
post have been reverted to their original post for want of vaeancies
Because of ‘direct recruitment of fresh hands, these officers are being
reverted. As a result, there is discontent among public servants
in all departments which may suddenly be exploited by cpponents.
and that may cause great danger to us. Therefore I say that greater
attention should be paid to the administrative side.
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** Sir, in supporting the Budget, I suggest to the Government
that the proposals ior new taxes must be carefully weighed and
modified to see that the burden of tax is reduced as much as
possible. I wish the Government all success.”

*Sr1 A. NEELADRI RAO REDDI:—° Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
rise to speak cn some points in the Budget for 1952-53. At the
outset I would say that the taxation proposals contained in the
Budget would greatly hit the ryot populaion. We know that our
country is short of food. JIfiourryets are discontented, it will only
affect food production. The Budget, proposal is to levy a surcharge
on holdings paying a revenue of more than Rs. 50. Ryots paying
a revenue between Rs. 50 and Rs. 150 are notieven middle class
ryots. I say that surcharges should not be levied. But if the
Government -desire to levy a surcharge 1 would suggest that the
minimumw limit should be raised to Rs. 150 and ryots paying
Rs, 150'and less should be exempted from this surcharge. There is
another point I wish to make. After all, this surcharge according
to the Budget estimate will give us only Rs. 79 lakhs, which is
about 1} per cent of the total Budget. When we can forego Rs. 17}
crores on aceount of Prohibition, which is 28 per cent of the Bud-
get, can we not forego this 1} per cent in the interests of the ryot
population?, We can yery well manage this paltry sum of Rs. 76
lakhs by any -other means than by levying the surcharge on the
poor ryots. Therefore, I would not accept the levy of surcharge
on the poor and middle class ryots. I suggest that a select com-
mittee consisting of Members from all parties should consider this
question of surcharge. f

‘“ The second proposal in the Budget is to levy a betterment
tax. We cannot say that betterment tax should mot be levied.
But when betterment tax is sought to be levied, consideration
should be given to districts and areas which are undeveloped and
economically backward. For instance, in districts where there
have been no irrigation facilities already, this betterment tax
should not be levied. In this connection [ would say that Srika-
kulam, Visakhapatnam and Rayalaseema districts are undeveloped
districts, and these districts should not be made to pay betterment
tax. I come from Srikakulam, a backward district. ‘I would give
the suggestions relating to my constituency. - There are no major
schemes worth mentioning in our district. <The Machkund Pro-
ject was contemplated by the past Government. It was a step-
motherly treatment that was given to Srikakulam district for the
last several years. I hope the present Government will pay special
attention to the backward districts of Srikakulam and Visakhapat-
nam. In the Srikakulam district, there are four rivers, namely,
Vamsadara, Mahendra, Nagavalli and Bahuda. For the last 30
years there has been an agitation for the Vamsadhara Scheme, but
nothing has been done. I would ask the Government now at least
to_put this Vamsadhara Scheme in the Five-year Plan. The bank
of the Bahuda river was washed away as long ago as 25 or 30 years
back.. The people are agitating for the reconstruction of the bank.
Survey and estimates were completed, and yet the Governmeni
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have not dome anything. I do not know the reason for post-
poning this work. The people are suffering and they are not l!lh
to raise the crops. This is a recurring loss to the people. The
Government have not yet reconstructed that bank, but they are
collecting taxes from the people.

‘“ Regarding irrigation, I would lay more stress on gaying
attention to irrigation tanks. The Government are thinking o
projects, big and small. But I would suggest to Government to
attend to minor irrigation tanks and.give preference to th'em.
They should be given preferential treatment. Funds for n'inor
irrigation work should be alletted not only foruamy district vut to
the State as a whole. . The people of Ichapuram, Sempeta and Sri-
kakulam taluks have been thinking of starting’ a no-tax campaign.
This was brought to the notice of the Collector. It was also
brought to the motice of the Minister for Agriculture during his
recent camp there: « T hope sufficient funds will be allotted for the
improvement of Sempeta and Ichapuram taluks.

“ Many representations were made regarding the opening of
middle schools and dispensaries in these two taluks. %\lt T see
nothing about them in the Budget. T would request Government
to see that atleast in these two taluks, educational and medieal faci-
lities are given to-the people. Dispensaries should be opened in
these localities.

‘“ The Government are contemplating community development
projects under the Firka Development Scheme. I would request
Government to start some . projects in Srikakulam district. 1
emphatically say that that area is very backward in several res-
pects. Half the Andhra population of the district was taken away
by the Orissa’ Province. Our Andhra friends or the Government
at Madras were looking on Jeaving 'the poor Andhras to suffer in
Oriya country. They are still suffering. So, T reguest that this
areéa should have a special consideration and concession.

‘‘ Then, Sir; regarding lands, there is trouble between land-
lords and sub-tenants. ig landlords are troubling their sab-
tenants, so much so;, these sub-tenants are giving thouble to the
poor ryots. The landlords are.taking away lands from their sub-
tenants who have been enjoying the lands for the last half a century
and more. I would request Government to see that something is
done to give protection to them. :

“ T would like to say now something about village officers. Pre-:
viously the village officers were required to collect land-cess and
send reports of crimes, if any. Now multifarious items of work
they have to do. Many departments have come into existence. and
the village officers have now to do more work. They have now
become full-time Government servants like any other Governinent
servant. So, T would request the Government to see whether their
lglnrien can be increased, and their children also given free educa-
tion just like those of any other non-gazetted employee of this
Government. Sir, I was a non-gazetted officer for 20 years and a
gazetted officer for 10 years. I know the life of a non-gazetted
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officer on a salary of Rs. 200 and below and the life of a gazetted
officer on a salary of Rs. 500 and below. Their lives are lives of
great suffering, because their economic condition is so bad that
they cannot maintain their equilibrium. These two classes should
have special treatment. he so-called dearness allowance paid
to thewn. is very little. I hope the Government would consider the
position of the non-gazetted officers on Rs. 200 and less and the
position of the gazetted officers on Rs. 500 and less and give them
relief.

‘“ As a forest' man, L shall now “speak about the hill tribes.
Their remuneration should be increased. There was a Develop-
ment Officer in. Visakbapatnam distriet, ‘and a programme of
schemes was chalked out. But nothing was actually worked out
in practice. The first thing to do is to abolish the muttadar system.
The muttadar system is so bad, and to save the population of the
Agency area this muttadar system ghould immediately be abolish-
ed. Otherwise there is no salvation for the poor hill tribes. The
head of -the mutta of a certain mumber of willages takes illegal
mamools from the aborigines. He takes illegal payments irom
these people.  One will see all these things if one goes to the
interior parts. As a forest man T have seen most people in these
areas, and I say that unless this muttadar system is abolished,
there is no salvation for these aborigines.””

Srr S. JAYARAMA REDDIYAR:— " Sir, is it a fact that
before the hon. Member Sri Neeladri Rao Reddi became a Member
of this House, he was a non-gazetted officer? *’

*Sri A. NEELADRI RAO REDDI:— Sir, I would say I
was a non-gazetted officer for twenty years and gazetted officer for
ten years afterwards. I am now drawing a pemnsion. (Laughter.)

“ Regarding the hill tribes, in a village in Parvatipur taluk
many complaints were sent to the Collector of Srikakulam and the
Sub-Collector of Parvatipur. But no replies have been received
either from the Collector or from the Sub-Collector.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: — The Reporters are not in a position to take
down his' speech.” ‘So, let|the hon.” Member' speak a little bit
slowly.””

* Spr T. VISWANATHAM : —* Sir, may I suggest to you to
adopt the photo electric cell system in connection with the ampli-
fiers? If we adopt it, we can eliminate the buttons attached to the
microphones and as soon as we rise, the voice will fall on the nike.
May I request the Hon. SPeaker to get into touch with the engineers
to discuss this matter? ’

Srr T. N. VENKATASUBBA REDDI:— Sir, for king
down the proceedings of the House, it will be more profitable to
employ thc tape recorder which could be plugged right to the
amplifying system and it will report correctly the proceedings of
the House without so much labour for all these poor gentlemen and
it is also very cheap.”” ~ °
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Mz, SPEAKER :—*‘ The s\.lggestious will be considered. Let
the hon. Member Sri Neeladrirao Reddi continue his speech.”

* Srr A. NEELADRI RAO REDDI:—‘* Sir, it appears the
monopoly contractors of Kurupam for the collection of minor forest
produce levy unnecessary taxes on the aborigines. I would request
the Government to take action against them. Those taxes are
illegal. Those people have no right to tax the aborigines. They
have only to collect the minor forest produce from the Harijans and
take it away for sale and that too according to the rates prescribed
by the District Forest Officer iconcerned. - They cannot take wore
than what the District Forest Officer prescribes for the particular
locality. Therefore, the unnecessary teasing by the contractors
should be avoided.

¢ I hear there are certain complaints regarding Seedara by
one Tadagi of Kurupam. These people are said to have been taken
into custody for possessing a country gun.’’

Mr. SPEAKER : —‘° The hon. Member’s time is up.. Now the
hon, Member Spi™D. Seetharamiah will speak.”

*Srr D. SEETHARAMIAH: —‘“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ Lave
perused the Budget proposals earefully and when I look at the nro-
blems of the people and the Budget proposals, I find the i.iter
is surely full of injustice especially to the backward areas. Before
coming to the question of the backward areas, I want to deal with
the famine conditions that are prevailing to-day in the Rayala-
seema districts, ~especially in the Chittoor district and to some
extent in the Cuddapah district also. My hon. Colleague here will
also deal with the famine conditions in Cuddapah district. There-
fore, it is sufficient for me to deal with the Chittoor district. The
famine conditions there are such that almost all the eight lakhs
of acres have been kept dry and almost all the crops have failed.
It was a very meagre crop that was raised in the last fasli. But
fn spite of these the Government are not earnest about solving
the problem of famine in the Chittoor district. - They have neg-
lected the interests of the people very badly. Sir, I want to
represent that matter to the Government.

““ Sir, the peasants as well as other people have been affected
by this famine. Especially in the western taluks of the Chittoor
district the people have been severely hit by the famine, by the
failure of crops, by scarcity of water and bv unemplovment. The
middle classes and the handloom weavers have also been affected.
The fate of the beedi worker i= still worse. When we consider all
these sections of the people, we will see that almost every omne is
thrown out of his normal avocation. Sir. T have to impress on
the Government the severitv of the famine that is raging to-dav.
Let me say that 40.000 people applied for subsistence loans recently
from Vavalpad and Madanapslle taluks alone. not to speak of other
taluks. T am informed that about two lakhs of people %ave
applied for subsistence loans in the whole of Chittoor district, but
how many have been sanctioned loans? Out of these, only a very
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insignificant number of people have been sanctioned loans. Six
hundred applications for loans have been sanctioned in both Mada-
napalle and Vayalpad taluks, the worst affected areas. This will
show how this Congress Government are dealing with the problem
of famine now.

(At this stage the Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair.)

‘¢ Sir, regarding the migrations that have taken place, let me
tell you that every village has got: its ownstales of migration. 1he
people find no work and the Govermment are not interested in
starting famine relief works of any kind, either tank repairs, minor
irrigation projects or comstruction of roads. There were of course
road formation works. But they were very few amd while there
were thousands of people awaiting employment, the Government
could afferd jobs for only hundreds. In Nimmaunapalli a road
formation ~work was sanctioned. There T found some 200 people
working, but with empty stomachs. T asked them what the reason
was and why they were working with empty stomachs. The reply
was that the contractor was not paying them regularly. There-
fore, they said they were starving since two days. The contractors
replied to me that the Government had not sanctioned their bills
though a month had passed. Tn this way the problem has been

“ tackled with slovenliness. Therefore, the peopole find that there is
no way out exeept to migrate to other places.””

Srr A. RAMASAMI THEVAR :—¢° Sir, I see the hon. Gentle-
man Sri S. T. Adityan reading a review. s it allowed in this
House when the debate is going on? ’’

Srr S. T. ADITYAN:—“ Sir, my submission is that in
Parliament it is not usual to allow reading of newspapers, but if

it is a useful informatory book especially in relation to the Budget
and economics, it is allowed.”’

Srr A. RAMASAMT THEVAR :— Sir, T want to know if it
is in order.”’

DEPUTY SPEAKER :—* The hon. Memher Sri Adityan has
already replied to the point raised.”

* Srr D. SEETHARAMIAH:—¢ As T said, the contractors
are not being paid regularly and, therefore, the wage-earners are
not paid regularly. FEven though a few people are employed, thev
are not done justice. Now even these works have heen stopped
and there is no way out for the people. Sir, all the famine relief
works have been completely stopped since the visits of the Gower
wor of this State and the Hon. the Chief Minister to those places.
Their one argument is that there are some trees on the roadside
which are green. They are deep-rooted trees which are able to
stand the drought conditions. Thev are the evidence for them
to stop all famine relief works. They also say that rains hove
come and therefore. there is no need to continne these works or
to provide any famine relief for these people. That is why they
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have discontinued all these relief works. The people are left to
die. That is the position to which the Congress Government aie
driving the people. This is most despicable, I should say.

< Over and above all these, Sir, epidemics have broken cut.
People have no employment and they are going to the forests and
taking wild leaves like Kundeln Kommulu which cannot be eaten
even by the cattle. That is the kind of diet the people are forced
to resort to. Even if they:go and pluck wild.leaves from the forest,
they will be charged by the Forest Department.. Tn spite of this,
they are living on'wild leaves like Balusu Aku and Gedari Aku.
Kundelu Kommaulu is very bad from, the point of view of health.
It will only subside hunger by bloating the stomach, That is
why the people have been resorting to this kind of diet for the
past several mounths. The result is the outbreak of all sorts of
diseases.  The most prevalent disease to-day is cholera.  Not
only that. We have small-pox. These diseases are prevalent in
Puthur, Chittoor, Madanapalle and Vayalpad taluks.. Only a
few days back T received a letter from a doctor werking im one
of the medical squads sent by the Madras Students” Organization
and sponsored by-the Mayor of Madras to the effect that people
are suffering a lot on account of starvation in the Rayachoti
and Vayalpad taluks and that many of them are: affected bv
cholera. At present, there is no medieine or personnel available
in these places to adequately tackle {liis prohlem of prevention and
cure of these diseases. TRepresentations were made to no less a
person than the Mayor of Madras abour theke. when he viaited
those places.  Such representations to the authorities have had no
effect. This is how the Government are helping the poor peovle of
these famine-stricken areas. Again, the people who are working
in these medieal squads are experiencing great difficnlties. The
Government must consider the service that these people render in
the famine-stricken areas of Rayalaseema as part of their attend-
ance in regular Medieal Collages or other institutions to. which they
may belong. T want the Government to consider their request and
freat their service in-the famime stricken areas.as ‘part of their
service under Government. -~ Then onlv, the doctors who are serv-
ing as house surgeons in the #everal medical . institutions and
hospitals in Madras City will be able to.come to the rescue of the
people of the famine-striken arens. They must be given special
facilities. Only a few davs back with the permission of the
Mayor, they have bought gluco-saline for the treatment of
cholera. T wish to urge that the Government must provide great-
er medical facilities for the treatment of diseases like cholera. My
opinion is that the Government do mnot look to the curative side
and they are meglecting it very much. T find that they are at
present losking to the preventive side only. FEven in that they
are doing only very little. Recently, the Government have pro-
vided a mobile van for the Assistant District Health Officer to
enable him to use it for the treatment of urgent cases in certain
areas which are affected to a oreat extent. But. T am sorrv +e
say that this is not being used for that purpose. The officer is

10-15
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using it to take his family to the Tirumalai Hills for having a
dharsan of Sri Venkateswara. It is to this kind of use that this van
:15. bemg1 P;lt. Itdis renl}ﬁy regrettable that such a van placed at the
isposal of a medical officer is being used for a purpo ther t!
that which it is intended for. & FIFRITR 95Uy San

‘“ Coming to the next point, I wish to tell the Government
that they must provide these medical squads with adequate
sulpha drugs and gluco-salifie for tramsfusion to cholera patients.
Let me tell them that at present even small-pox vaccine has to be
bought by these squads. The Government. have not provided
these squads with these medicines. The District. Health Officer,
Chittoor, in my very presence took Rs, 11 from the Medical
Squad at Nadimcherla for getting vaccine from the King Insti-
tute. This is most regrettable indeed. Tt is the job of the
Government to look after the preventive side of small-pox cases.
The Government are not doing anything in the matter and they
are not allowing others too to do something. My request to the
Government . is that they should set apart lot of medicines like
gluco-saline. sulpha drugs and other vaccines for these medical
squads so that they can tackle these diseases from both the preven-
tive and curative sides, They must provide adequate vans 30
that these squads can go to the places which are very much affect-
ed by these diseases in the districts of Chittoor-and Cuddapah.
The Goverument may sav that they have started a mumber of relief
schemes, like the gruel centres. The gruel centres which have
been started and whieh are continuing to-dav are nothing but a
farce. These are at present run by the landlords of the locality
who are utilising these centres for their own benefit and private
purposes. Therefore, what we find in these gruel centres is nothing
but a very watery substance which does not have ianv food value.
Even according to the statement of the Distriet Health Officer
which he made in my very presence, the gruel supplied in those
centres contained only 50 calories. The exact: quantity that
is given by the Govérnment is not reaching the people. as much
of it is being stolen-away bv' those who run thege gruel centres.
That is why, we have suggested several times Q the District
Collector that these centres should be entrusted tg%the volunteers
and workers of various'public organizations | wherever thev come
forward to take them up. so that these centrés can be run
efficjently. For instance, in certain places, these centres are
being run bv such organizations. The District Officers are very
much pleased with the running of such centres.” Several feeding
centres are ruu by the Andhra Provincial United Relief Com-—
mittee. which contains several parties like the Communist Party.
Praja Party, some Socialists and other Indevendents and several
other mas< oreanizations like the Kisan Sabha. Trade TUnions.
Students’ Federation, etc. They have collected some funds and
have sent some money to these medical sauads. Thev have also
eollected mome grains. Thev have done all these with the idea of
starting 20 to 40 feeding centres in Ravalnseema. Thev have
already started about 25 centres and they have been functioning.
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Six centres are functioning in Anantapur district, about eight in
Chittoor Jistrict and about eight in Cuddapah district and the
rest in Kurnool district. This United Relief Committee has
started these feeding centres long ago and the Mayor of Madras
who visited one of these feeding centres has remarked that our
centres are being run more efficiently. These centres give sankati
which means rice and ragi powder boiled together and made into
a solid lump. Several people have said that the conditions in
Chittoor district and in Rayalaseema are pretty bad. It is not
we, Commniunists alone, .who say this."'Dr. Venkappa, President
of the Madras Medieal Council and ‘Dr_ Tirumurthi, President of
the All-India Medical Council have visited these arcas aud have
found for themselves the miserable conditions obtaining in those
places. Lots of people flocked together and approached those
gentlemen and demanded that they should be given work. They
asked these visitors to represent to the Government, on their
behalf, and get them adequate work. The Government have
allotted only Rs: 48,000 in the Budget, but they may say that
they have allotted net Rs. 50 lakhs from the Famine Relief Fund.
They may say that they expect to get Rs. 17  crores from the
Government of India. In my opinion even this amount allotted
by the Government for relief work in these areas represents only
a very paltry sum. They must allot larger sums for this purpose
so that proper relief may be afforded to all the famine-siricken
areas, including Rayalaseema, in this State.

““ Coming te irrigation works, I feel that the Government have
not given proper attention to the investigation of many of these
works. There are about 3,000 tanks in Chittoor district, which
have been neglected in the past, and which are at present in a
very bad state of repair and damage. If these are given proper
attention and if supply channels are provided for these tanks, I
think the famine conditions can be relieved to some extent. lLet
me tell the Government that they must immediately take up the
question of sanctioning these irrigation works. There are a num-
ber of minor projects awaiting investigation, like the Bahuda river
project which has been put in the five-year plan of the Congress
Government. No investigation has taken place till, now. Let me
request the Government that they should take up these works and
projects immediately for investigation, .

‘‘ Electricity should be supplied to places like Madanapalle

DEPUTY SPEAKER:—*‘ The hon. Member Sri V. K. Palani-
swami Gounder will now speak. ’’

*Srr V. K. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—*“ Mr. Speaker, Sir
Qs wOmLLTerg Qoibueb L b oy
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* Spr N. VENKATAYYA :—* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, n
speaking about the Budﬁei proposals that have been placed.before
the House, I should like te refer to the famine conditions in
Rayalaseema that have already been referred to by the Hon. the
Finance Minister in his speech. The relief measures that have
been outlined in the speech are only measures for prevemting man
from death by starvation. But the Govermment, both the past s
well as the present Government, have not taken any measures to
eradicate famine from the area altogether.

“ In di ing these , 1 should like to peint out that
one section ‘of. the .popilation, namely, the landless poor, ‘mostly
{Harijans and the Harijan jconverts have mot been given any help
whatsoever. I speak-of them particularly, because from my per-
sonal .éxperience in my constituency, I haye seen ithat it is this
section ‘of the community that has'been hit hard most. They have
not been given any loans beacuse they have no lands to mortgage.
They have not been provided with gruel centres because 'they =re
said to be able-bodied. They are not provided with employmeunt
because the Government have no work to give them. The Govern-
ment’s statements and figures given in connexion with the relief
measures showing that they provided work to every able-bodied
person are very fantastic and incorrect. So, T say that all these
famine relief measures have not helped this section of the people
and Tiwould like to-warn the Government that they should rectify
this' mistake at least in future. These people have got greater
‘hunger for land than they have for food or for drink. There are
‘vast tracts of Banja lands, cultivable lands lying waste, which

10-45
am.
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ield nothing. If the Government take steps to distribute all these
Jands to these people it will relieve their distress to a great extent
not only as a famine relief measure but permanently.

‘¢ Sir, the*Hon. the Minister for Finance told us in his speech
that until December the Government were not very much aware
of the famine conditions in Rayalaseema. I do not know why and
how they were not aware of the conditions in Ravalaseema.
There is the Government machinery.in the districts; there are so
many departments.of the Government, the. Revenue, the Agricul-
tural and the Qo-operative départments. There are the Develop-
ment and thePolice Departments. Théy have got the crop reports
and the rainfall reports. They have got the technical reports of
experts. “With all these, I do not know why they were not aware
of famine ¢onditions in Rayalaseema earlier.. Why T am pointing
out all these here is, 1 feel the Government have failed in their
duty in Rayalaseema to prevent famine. If they do not take care
even now then it may be the cause of further catastrophies in
future. Rayalaseema, this unfortunate tract in this State, has been
subjected to famine, even according to the Governmént reports. as
many as 27 times from the year l§00 up till now. This approxi-
_mately means.-that there has been. famine somewhere or other in
this tract always. What are the measures which the.Government
have taken to eradicate famine from this area? They have been
speaking of a Rayalaseema Development Board and ‘ measures
for the development of Rayalaseem® ’ and all that. What is it
that has actually happened? What are the concrete steps that
the Government are going to take {o prevent famines in . future?
Are there any proposals in the present Budget to take measures in
this direction? When T say measures must be taken, T mean they
must be for all the dry Tracts in the State—Rayalaseema and some
of the dry areas in Guntur, Nellore and some of the southern
districts. People in these areas are predominantly dependant on
agriculture more than in anv other part of the country. While
the population there'is more dependant on agriculture than on any
other occupation it will be right if we take steps to help them in
bringing waste lands under: cultivation.! Tt is but necessary that
agriculture should be improved in those areas. There is much talk
about the major and minor irrigation works undertaken in these
areas. Even supposing that all the | irrigation works—minor and
major—have been executed in this area, the extent of lands that
will be brought under cultivation as a result will only be about 25
per cent of the total extent of lands now under cultivation. Tt is a
matter of doubt, therefore, whether this measure of relief will eom-
pletely solve the food problem of these tracts. Again, the possi-
bility of execution of all these projects is a very. very remote one
and T do not know how the Government are going to tackle this
problem. Even if the Tungabhadra and the Sangameswaram pro-
jects that are in this area are completed, they will irrigate only
25 per cent of the cutlivable waste lands that are available. There-
fore T say that irrigcation works—major and minor—are not a
matter of certainty. Then. what shall we do? We must take np
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the question of exploring the industrial possibilities of these tract1s.
These areas offer so many possibilities of industrialisation. \We
can have ever so many industries. Kor example we can Lave
mining industry, paints and varnishes, sugar, oils and textiles.
But what is it that the Government have done to industralise these
areas? What are the proposals before them? It is true some
years ago the Government granted licences to private individuals
or private firms to start industzies.in.these areas. Is it real relief?
What is the material result of these projeets? Nothing, because
the countiy is so poor that it capnot run‘these’without substantial
aid from the Government. = Private capital is so shy that it cannot
come out. So also; it is not possible for the Government to rely
upon private findividuals and firms to start the industries. The
only solution is that they can themselves start the g 5
run them. ' Just'like the Government of M -
the initiative in starting industries, and a
some time, handed them over io private
of Madras should start industries themsé
this, the Govermment have done the gre
tracts, and their professions of sympat
relief are merely on paper and ate not 1i
the immediate future.

injustice 1o the
their measures

“ Coming to cottage industries, which R,
tracts and which have been worked by peopleNg
I must say that the Government are not paying

their development. When I say this, I have particularly in mind
the slate industry of Markapur. Here is an industry which the
people have discovered themselves and worked. What is it that
the Government have done for this industry?  How is it that they
have not paid any attention t oit? Sir, in this connexion T wvould
like to point out ome thing. The worst feature of the slate industry
is' that 90 per: cent of the materials quarried from the hills s
wasted and only 10 per eent is utilized for manufacturing slates.
This colossal waste can be avoided by conducting some research or
by means of mechanisation. ' T say that the State Government or
the Central Governwent must help the industry in this regard
because, if the waste is avoided then slates can be got at priceg far
below the present ones—almost for nothing. We can also meet the
demands from overseas more satisfactorily. It would be good if
the Government encouraged this industry, at least by supplying
electricity and by making more wagons available for h:anaport: It
must be noted with regard to the slate industry that the demand
for slates is onlv seasonal. Only in a certain period in the year
there is demand. But when there is demand, there is the restric-
tion on transport, and railway wagongs nmever become available for
meeting the demands. There is thus promise of expansion but
nothing is done, with the result that employment is denied to manv
people for no reason. TIf the Government pay attention to this
industry and work it on a rational basis, T am sure it will he a
- national asset.



1
a.m.

652 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR
1952-53

[Sri N. Venkatayya] [5th Tuly 1952

‘‘ Next, I come to the slab industry in the Cudda istri

If the Government had taken care toryuae slabs wher:utll:eg'ug?lti
be used, for example, on the railway platforms or footpaths where
cement is often used, the industry :could employ 25,000 men
instead of 5,000 as at present, They could have saved a lot of
cement that was required by the public and for other public utility
projects. There are other industries too in these tracts that can be
developed as dottage industries.

‘‘ There are fine areas, forest @reas, in our place which can
be used for grazing purposes. If the Government, can start a,dairy
farm or an agricultural farm that would be really achieving some-
thing. When there are s0o many places where we can grow poultry
and start dairy farms, if the Ministry of Agriculture puts up some
schemes in this connexion and if il can supply one glass of 1ailk
to every person and one g to every person, then Iisay i would be
doing something Woﬂhwﬁll& Therefore, this is an,area that has
not been cared for and looked after in the proper perspective. What
has so_far been done is only ‘preparation of paper achemes whic¢h
cannot be worked in any way.

‘* Coming to the taxation proposals, I may say .that the sur-
charge on bus fares is not at all desirable. It hits the poor man
wherever he is and for whatever purpose he travels. Instead of
resorting to-a surcharge on bus fares, why not the Government
auction the bus routes which in all probability may get them more
revenue? This is a point which T want the Government to con-
sider. -k,

‘“ Then, there is the surcharge on land revenue.' The Govern-
ment say in the Statement of Objects and Reasons appended to the
Bill : ! é y
‘ Therscale is graduated to range from 4 annas t0'16 annes on the rupee
isti ding to thosize of the individual hélding. 'Ttds

ineome-

of the n ing
deemed that this will be in accordi with the principles of ag
tax.’ .
If I understand the Income-tax Aet aright, I think it exempis
certain levels of income, whereas in this Bill, there is-no exemption
whatever in respect of this surcharge on land revenue even om
smaller incomes. Though it is culled surcharge based upon the
principles . of .income-tax, I submit, it is not at all in am‘aor,da,l_me
with-the principles of income-tax. ~What we really want is a pro-
gressive agricultural i tax which implies allowing a certain
minimum wage for agricultural lahourers and a fair remunerative
rice for the agriculturist’s produce. Only on that basis can the
vernment levy a tax. But the principles on.swhich the a\}m}large
is.based are, in my opinion, not at all correet. T.am afraid if the
Bill is not amended we cannot support :he Bill at all. ?

“ Now coming ‘to the betterment levy, various projects have
given 'va:ying -£§rw. of benefits to 'theslvaynd. T want to ask, if it
is ‘only irrigation projects that have increased the value of the
land. ~ What about the other projects such as water-supply in
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municipalities, electric power supply in mumcipalities B{ld such
other things? Do they not increase the value of the land? Why
1s it that the agriculturist aloue 1s taken as the target for this
mensure? Coming to actual figures, i1t by an irrigation project che
additional income that the ryot gets is Ks. 80, the value of the
land’ is supposed to have risen by Rs. 2,40V, out of which he has
pay Rs. 1,200 in 20 equal instalments. That means he has to
pay Rs. 60 for an acre of land every year. Om top of this he }lll
to pay land revenue and surcharge, and.if by any chance there is
a minor irrigation projeet the ryot has to sharé'haif the cost. That
1s the state of affairs that this tax would, bring, the agriculturist te
1 do not know how this is justifiable. 1n zamindari areas when
the ryot was asked to pay Rs. 40 as land rent everybody was against
it. Now the Gvernment are asking the ryot to pay Rs. 60 an acre
for twenty years. Therefore I say these Bills would hit hard the
agriculturists and the rural population. But the trend im expen~
diture shows that the money derived from the rural population is
going to the urban population. When we look into the statements
of expenditure, we see that more electricity schemes are provided
for places where there is already electricity available.' Do noti the
agriculturists in_rural areas require electricity? Do they not
require this for their agriculture and cottage industries? Have the
Government provided electricity schemes for rural.areas? L am
niot greedy or jealuous. I do not want to say thatowe should: not
provide facilities to the urban people. - But what T say is, we are
more in need of electricity than the uraban wolk.

‘* Take education. The grants are made on the basis of units
that are already existing. Take for instamce a district having
100 high schoels and another having 10 schools. WHhile making
grants- these differences come in though the revenues come from
the rural population. I therefore submit that the Budget is more
in favour of the wrban population than the rural population and
I expect Government: would remedy the defects so that the poor
eop}ie‘ ;he agrietlturists and the agricultural Tabourers, might be

nefited.’’

_* Srr K. KRTSHNA RAO :— Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in
the Hon. the Finance,Minister’s speech in paragraph 8, it is stated
that we are to consider mot merely the extremely deplorable com-
dition of the Budget of this year, but also the financial position
from 1951-52, which means the actual phenomena that began from
1951-52. It took two full years for us to wake up to the situation
and then to find remedial measures. That is the position. Well
the story is not merely that. From the time of the post-war
economic crisis. beginning from 1935, T think in our own country
our economy has been undergoing a very deep crisis. The omne
peculiarity of the Government has been, what was purely and

tially an mic ph what was really a social
phenomenon, was called a communist: phenomenon for the police
to deal with. When the ills were essentially economic, when the
problems were purely economic problems; it was said that they
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were problems for the police and not for the statesmen because
on the other side previously there were bankrupt politicians, whose
statesmanship was pi by its ab I'he previous state-
ments on Budgets by Mr. Gopala Reddi never failed to mention
that the police force has been increased and that he was trying
to keep them at vantage positions and at strategic points to hit the
Communists, to do this and to do that. Against whom was he
waging a war? Against the poor people, against people who were
asking for bread, agitating tor-food. And this was called com-
munist menace. All:these were considered to be problems for the
police and not for the statesmen. | Thig is somewhat strange. The
Hon. the Chief Minister is no_stranger., In 1930 he led a big
march from Tiruchirappalli to Vedaranyam. Then he said that
the poor people were suffering from the salt tax. After all I think
it was an insiguifieant question at that time, but still he did take
it up beacuse 1t was a grievance and it became gréat-on account of
his taking 'up that problem. 'Whether he adopted the G.C.M.
method or the 1..C.M. wmethod or the H.C.F. method or any other
method, still he built up a big movement and became great and
ultimately the Governor-General of this country. That was the
process ‘by which he became great. Now when the same thing, a
change ordained by history, by the course of events, a thing that is
actually inevitable—there is no choice in the matter because if you
are hungry you must say you are hungry—takes place and you say
the same thing, of course Mr. Gopala Reddi and others say that
this is a communist menace and the police budget should be
increased. =~ What was previously six lakhs of rupees becomes
Rs. 72 lakhs for this special Armed Police. That was the way they
drew up their budgets. How is it that now the Hon. the Finance
Minister comes before us and says that the position is really bad?
It is an accumulation from the year 1945 to this day of economic ills.
This has become such a great phenomenon aud .gained such a
volume and intensify that to-day it will have to be recognized.
There is no ‘escaping the position. There is .famine, there is
unemployment and these compel attention. It is this worsening of
the economic situation that compels attention, that forces the Hon.
the Finance Minister to recognize the' realities of the situation.
These cannot be dismissed as bundling up. of grievances and hurled
against the Communists. = Well, if the Communists, as the Hon.
the Chief Minister said, bundled up grievances and hurled them
against the Ministry, it is for him to bundle the phenomenon and
hurl it on the people and ask them to put up with these burdens.
That is what they are doing. There is no difference in our posi-
tions. They look at it from one angle and we look at it from the
other. In fact we took up the challenge of adult franchise and got
votes from adults; we did not go merely to the .rich men as in the
past to ask for their votes; we went to the tillers. the landless
labourers in the cheris and asked them for their votes. They told
us a number of their grievances. They are not our own creation.
If it was our own creation, T am asking in all seriousness whether
the Hon. the Chief Minister created grievances about the salt tax.
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Has he forgotten history? That tax was a trifling thing during
th:sBritiul:Ezgime compared to the economic burden that 1s falling
on the small men now. This fact should compel the Hon. the
Finance Minister to leave off the hypocracy of attributing the
economic ills to the Communist menace. . This is the reality and
he has to recognize it. The reality has been pressing itself for
attention. In fact, these are incorporated in the Government
reports, but they come into the,dferefrent only in 1952-53. Are
there not reports made by Dr. B. V. Narayanaswamy Naidu?
There was a fashionable kind of economic theoryypropogated, that
because of rise in.prices the agricultural ecomomy,would go up
and therefore there was nothing to worry about.: That was the
propaganda. The Government officers evolve economiec theories,
just as they  were cooking ‘up theories to support 1's. 6 d. ratio
as against L s, 4 .~ We know many of the Government officers
are economists, like Bryane and Darling: | They had an economic
policy of -their, own. They have been saymng “that the
jagricultural indusiry was getting prosperous on aeccount of the
jrise in prices. But Dr. B.'V. Narayanaswamy Naidu  actually
showed that the position of the small holders of land was very bad.
A man who had five acres or gven up to ten acres was getting
only steeped in debt as a result of the war. That is what he said.
Later on, a number of other phenomena. came to light. I should
like to know whether Hon. Ministers actually study the neports
of our economists. . I have gathered my information mainly from
the blue books of the Government. I have not gathered them from
Moscow. Let us consider some figures furnished in such reports.
Take the Registration department figures. The mnumber
of sales effected during the years 194647 to 1950-51 are:
1946:47—7,94,245; 1947-48—7,17,969 ; 1948-49—7,28,219; 1949-50
—7,81,113 and 1950-51-—8,69,387.  The figures in respect of
documents presented for registration of mortgages are: 1946-47—
3,99.745; 1947-48—3,64,200; 1048-49—3,71,228 ; 1949-50—
3,34,681; 1950-51-—3,93,909. The position - will be made more
clear if one looks at the amounts also. . The amounts for those
years were 19, 22 28 6 and 29 crores . of-. rupees, - respectively
This is the amount of indehtédness for which people have mort-
aged their lands.” The actual position to-day is that no money-
ender is willing to advance loans on mortgages.  Supposing there
is a house valued at Rs. 4,000. 'What the money-lender says is
this: ¢ If T take a mortgage, I will have to go to the Court of law
to recover the amount and there you will say so many things.
Therefore first of all sell me the property for the loan
you want.” That is the position to-day. Therefore, a house
worth Rs. 4,000 is taken on a sale deed worth Rs. 200
or Rs. 300. Just see the depreciation in the ~value of the
property. People come and tell us that the values of landed pro-
perty and house property have increased terribly. The values of
landed property and house ‘property have increased for the rich
man. For the poor man, if he has to pawn it, if he has to mort-
gage it, he has to sell it for a song. Therefore, the position is
A—6
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extremely distressing. This is also reflected in the £i

nished in the land revenue statistics that you find publigllxue:sevf:s
year. The percentage of distraint or attachment notice given for
the fasli years from 1356 to 1369 are 7;4, 9;45, 28;52 and 53;10
respectively. From 7;4 per cent, it has gone up to 53;10 per cent.
The figures for distraint or attachment notices have alse gone up.
These are figures from the latest reports which shew that our
economy is going to rack-amd ruin:. Our Friend, the Hon. the
Finance Minister, wakes up now because the veritable * Kamadenu ’
the sales tax of‘which Mr. Gopala Reddi waxed so eloquent, is
getting hard. hit. Amd I am sure the Hon, Sri Subramaniam is

am, 20ing to come again with a revised Budget because he has estimated

-high and there is-going to be an appreciable fall in sales tax

receipts. Itis not so much the wholesalers that are actually paying
sales tax, but it is mainly the small man who is paying sales tax.
That is the reality we find to-day. The prices bave gone down
and the volume of sales also has gone down. The ofitake of fair
price shops is getting reduced because of the.great reduction in
purchasing' power of the people.” That is the most distressing
phenomenon. to-day. What does it indicate? ¥t only shows that
unless rice is given gratis the people are not prepared to buy. Even
the press hassaid that. The people do not have the wherewithal to
take it for price. The number of beggars and paupers is increasing
in this land and it is for these people that the Government have to
frame a Budget. They have already presented a Budget, and how
are they going to.deal with the situation? Of course, for a very
long time it paid them and it paid some of the Police officers to
get their cousins and sons-in-law recruited to the Police force, as
they used to scare the Finance Minister by saying that there was
a Communist menace. The real menance was poverty. In fact, it
is the increasing poverty, unemployment and fall in production
also. From the year 1945 onwards, what is' happening is that
most of the agricultural labourers are occupying the banjar land
against all rules. They simply occupy it because mecessity dictates
that if they are tolive at all, they must o¢cupy the banjar land
and cultivate it. Oh God, it takes a'good lot of labour to take up
the fallow virginssoil and ‘eultivate it. They are doing it. But
the landlords come down and say, *Ifiyou get a piece of land,
you won’t come for vetti (free) labour ’, and then they complain
%o the revenue officers. 1f an agricultural labourer owns half
an acre, he will raise some crops on it and will not work on an
other man’s lands. Naturally, the landlords feel that the agricul-
tural labourers should have no land at all because they kmow that
if the labourers own a plot of land they will not go for labour for
a song or for kanji. The karnams and other revenue officials levy
penalty and the result is, if we see the land revenue statistics,
that from fasli 1350 to 1359, the enhanced assessment rose from
Rs. 2,14,749 to Rs. 6,66,783. Most atrocious and strongest qf
things are being done. The position to-day is, the poor man 18
made to pay the penalty because he has to be forced into slavery.
T have seen in some districts the penalty is Rs. 58 per acre of land,
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That is the way the Government are trying to solve the big econ-
omic problem that confronts us, not merely from to-day but from
1945-46 with a good lot of compound interest. This is just another
way by which they are actually solving the problem by making
taxes less fiscal and more punitive. In Nellore district the miea
trade has dwindled down because of lack of exports. Persons in
' mica splitting depots are rendered unemployed.  Also there was
previously export of salt from Krishnapatnam to Kathiawar,
Hyderabad and the Ceded districts, It is now the monopoly of
Gujarathi merchants with the result that:EKrishnapatnam salt has
absolutely no market now. - Theré were many bandiwalas in
Krishnapatnam who used to convey salt\to various railway stations.
To-day they are’all unemployed.:  So also, many of the handloom
weavers are unemployed: Most of the handloom cloth that is
manufactured in Nellore distriet is exported; 1 am told, to Singa-
pore and Pakistan. That export trade has now dried up, with
the result that the handloom weavers are now unemployed. Many
such unemployed persons go to the forest to gather firewood and
they are promptly charged under the Forest Act. They are made
to answer the charge before a Court of law. Therefore, Sir,
unemployment in this country, is becoming a crime. If you see the
various reports, you will find that whereas the average fine per
person in 194546 was Rs. 5-0-2, it was Rs. 12-1-6 in 1949-50, and
whereas the amount of fine per case was Rs. 7-7=7 in 1945-46, it
was Rs. 10-1-0 in 1949-50. . There, Sir, the Government’ are
making the small man bear the entire burden, and the Hon. Sri
Subramaniam alse says ¢ You will have to bear this burden ’. That
is the way in which the Government are administering our State.
‘“ Then, Sir, the Government hospitals were formerly giving
medicine free of cost. In my younger days, the Government hos-
pitals were very considerate. There were not a large number of
private practitioners at that time and the District Headquarters
Hospital and other Government liospitals were earning a big name.
1f anybody asked € Who is a good doctor?’, the'  immediate
answer was _° the District Medical Officer or the Assistant District
Medical Officer.’ But what is happening to-day. By the system
of charging for medicines, you are creating an unwriften law that
there can be no medical relief for the man of small means. Tt is
correct to say that there is no medicine for the small man. What
happens is, when the private medical practitioners come into the
medical service as honorary surgeons, they take away the patients,
who actually go to the hospitals, as their clients. The adminis-
tration is becoming a business.””

DEPUTY SPEAKER:—‘ The hon. Member’s time is up.’’
Srr K. KRISHNA RAO:— Sir, I want five minutes more.”’

DEPUTY SPEAKER:—*‘ No. the time-limit has been fixed
by the Speaker.”’

* Srx K. KRISHNA RAO:—*‘ Tn many modern constitutions.
e.g., in the Constitution of the Soviet Union, Poland and
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Czechoslovakia, the right to health is put down in the constitutions
as a fundamental right just as the right to freedom of speech
and t!xe x:xght to freedom of association are put down in om"
Constitution as fundamental rights. What is the position here?

We do not have that right here. When the British w

3 3 : ere here, and
even at the time of the Justice Party  they were to some extent

conceded. (At this stage, Mr. Speaker occupied the chair.) But
now the unwritten law is there that, unless one is rich, one cannot
have medicine. This is the way “im.which the Government are
trying to solve the economic problem. As'the time at my disposal

is limited, T now eonclude and will take up these in detail at +he
time of the discussion on Demands.’’

*Srr K. VI'VEMA REDDI :—< Mr. Speaker,
support the Budget presented by the Hon. Sri (O Subramaniam
MunsterA for. Finance. Tt is no doubt a deficif Budget in conso.
nance with the present financial position of the State. Tt is indeed
a deficit Budget in which the expenditure is mounting up and the
revenues are: contractingy: That is the position for the last two
years. There are several schemes to ba taken up. Tt is indeed
very difficult for the Government to make up the big deficit in the
Budget on thé one hand and on the other to take up schemes
already under contemplation. .

Sir, I rige to

““In regard to proposals for fresh taxation, T observed from the
speeches made to-day. on the floor of this House, that most of the
Members have opposed ‘the proposals for fresh taxation. It is no
doubt the reflection of the popular wmind to-dav that the people are
opposed to fresh taxation. Human nature is changing. The
people are not to be burdened with heavy taxation. At the same
time, the Government cannot he administered and the schemes
cannot be taken up without fresh taxation. So far as the taxation
proposals are concerned, four fresh taxes are proposed by the
Government. The first is a surcharge on land revenue exceeding
Rs. 50. I would suggesi that sthis limit may be increased
to Rs. 100. ;' In regard to the surcharge on bus fares at the rate
of one pie per mile, as my hon. Friend Mr. N, Venkatayya said,
the K.1..P. is opposed to this taxation as it affects the poor people.
Regarding the increase in saleg fax on motor spirit, it is indeed
a tax which bhas to be levied and I would even suggest that
it may be increased from Re. 0-4-0 to Re. 0-8-0 per gallon as it
only affects those who own cars and buses. The levy of betterment
tax also is good, but it has to be cautiously implemented, because
in Rayalaseema which is such a backward area,k it will hit the
people hard. Tt will be really a repetition if T now refer to the
famine conditions in Rayalasecema. My hon. Friend from Madana-
palle constituency also spoke about the famine conditions in
" Chittoor district and it is my duty also to refer to the famine
conditions in my distriet of Aantapur. This type of famine was
mnever witnessed in the historv of Rayalaseema. As a matter of
fact, several cattle perished and several thousands of people were
subjected to starvation. In this connexion, I must congratnlstq
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the present Government, which assumed office only two months
ago, on their having given quick and timely relief to the people.

And I am sure my friends from Anantapur will appreciate this
point.

‘“ With regard to the relief works in Anantapur district, I
must again say that several lakhs of rupees have been spent by
way of opening gruel centres, special repairs to the existing roads
to a length of 200 miles, etc. No doubt, some of my friends
referred to the applicatiuns for takkavi and subsistence loans, which
wene delayed in their disposal. = But the fault is.on both sides. So
many people, whether they were having property in lands or not,
applied for takkavi loans ‘and there was a héavy rush of ‘applica-
tions. 1 do admit that many applications are pending disposal.
But the fault is on both sides. That should not be forgotten.

“ I must also congratulate His Excellency Shri Sri Prakasa
on his having undertaken the tour of Rayalaseema and acquainting
himself with the famine conditions of Anantapur district. The
visit of the Central Food Minister, Mr. Munshi, had been fruitful.
It made the Central Goyernment contribute a greater portion
of their revenue for the relief of the distressed. The recent rains,
in spite of the relief measures undertaken by the Government,
have not improved the position. Flocks of sheep have perished
due to the change of weather. The Government should increase
the fertility of Rayalagseema by undertaking more

irrigation
projects.  This is the only way to bring in prosperity amongst
the people. As a matter of fact, T wish to bring to the notice of

the Government; that 50 per cent of cultivable land in Rayala-
seema has not yet been brought under the plough. Major projects
should be undertaken. Of course, I am glad that the Tungabhadra
Project is on the verge of completlon Besides this, we have also
got other major projeets called to Kumudarathi and Upper Pen-
nar projects:  These also remain to be completed. TFor the Upper
Pennar Projéet which was commenced as long ago as 1949, the
Budget provides only Rs. 15 lakhs. This means, it will take a
long time to complete that projeet. = As far as the initial expen-
diture goes, only a small amount of Rs. 3 lakhs has been allotted
to this project. This is not sufficient. ‘Besides, there are several
projects that remain to be inyestigated yet.

¢¢ Minor irrigation projects; 'which cost less and which ecan
be completed soon, should be immediately undertaken. The pre-
sent Budget prov:deu only 60 lakhs of rupees for minor irrigation
projects for the entire State. This is too inadequate.

‘‘ Regarding Rayalaseema, minor irrigation projects alone
can solve the famine problem. The pro;ects could be qluckl'y
executed. So far as the tank r
should be undertaken on a large scale. Taking l;he present Bud—
get, we find that this scheme is to be implemented only in a few
‘cen Out of sixty schemes to be undertaken in ‘the whole of
the State, only six schemes are going to be undertaken in Rayala-
seema. I am not criticizing the Government. As has been already

11-30
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observed by some hon. Members, Rayalaseema is most backward
and as such more irrigation projects should be undertaken in our
parts. If the irrigation facilities of Anantapur district are to be
improved, they should be supplemented by the power of electri-
city. The Budget provides for only Rs. 40 lakhs for Rayalaseema
so far as hydro-electric schemes go, whereas they have provided
for a capital outlay of Rs. 8 crores for the whole of the State.
I request the Government to pay special attention to this factor
and increase their allotment to Rayalaseema so far as hydro-
electric schemes are concerned.

‘“ Mr. Speaker, I want to invite the . attention of the House
to our policy tewards Prohibition. I am not going to philosophize.
It has been argued by some that the scheme has benefited only a
few. Nowadays, Prohibition has beeome 2 controversial subject.
I do not say that Prohibition should be scrapped. I am only plead-
ing that it should be well implemented. I am mot going to criticize
this Government because it has assumed power only two and a
half months ago. I can remark on this occasion that when a legis-
lation is brought forward it is good to elicit public opinion first.
Tnasmuch  as there is a hue and cry that Prohibition should be
scrapped, it is better a committee is appointed to go into the
question. T leave it at that.

“ Coming to Education, we find that the Budget provides only
11} crores of rupees under this head. It is a known fact that
elementary education ought to receive the foremost consideration
in any scheme of education. So far as we in India are conecerned,
it is most vital that elementary education should be made com-
pulsory all round in our country, so that illiteragy could be eradi-
cated.” If our country could be called a demoeratie country, it is
absolutely essemtial that our unsophisticated masses are made
literate. so that they may mot be misled by the slogans of selfish
parties. I also request that the grants to local bodies for spread-
ing elementary education should be made more. liberally.

‘< Ag far as the/medical side is _concermed, 'T need not go on
stressing its importanee. Tt is really very essential that in rural
areas at least one hospital should be established in each firka or
taluk. As a matter of fact, I could éven suggest opening up
mobile dispensaries to cater to the needs of the villagers then and
there on the spot. Our rural folk are subjected to several forms of
diseases, and as such it is of fundamental importance that th?ir
health should be preserved. I know, as President of a District
Board, the difficulty of getting qualified doctors to undertake this
work. As far as the indigenous system of medicine is concerned,
T should congratulate the Government on having given up the
9,.T.M. course and substituted a shorter course in its place. This
will, to some extent, relieve the dearth of qualified doctors in our
State. So far as the maternity and child welfare centres are
concerned, the Government have provided in the Budget for the
opening up of 39 ‘centres in the State. But it is certainly not
sufficient to meet our growing needs. At least one centre ould
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be opened in each firka. Coming to the allotment for drainage
works in connexion with public health schemes, I find the allot-
ment is very meagre. The sanitary conditions so far as my district
particularly is concerned are really very bad. It is, therefore, very
essential that they should be improved and Government should
allot more funds for the same. As a matter of fact, when the Hon.
the Minister for Local Administration, Mr. Sankara Reddi, toured
Kadiri taluk in Anantapur district, I impressed on him the urgent
nelc::i‘ssity for improving the very bad samitary conditions in:that
taluk. ’

‘‘ Coming to Agriculture, T need not dilate upon its import-
ance. Eighty-five per, cent of our population are depending on
agriculture as their main industry. As such, it is of yital import-
ance that the agriculturists should be given every kind of relief
possible. I must say that the provision for the same in. the Budget
18 not very much. The tractor cultivation secheme should be
extended to every taluk. Each taluk should be supplied with three
or four tractors and the ‘charges levied for their use should be
reduced. When I talk of agriculture, I should .iouch upon the
food problem and the irrigation facilities that are provided for
increasing our food supply. This food problem has been very
acute and has been agitating our minds during the last several
years. Of course, the failure of monsoon was responsible to some
extent for our deficit. With the growing increase in our popula-
tion, I need not stress the urgency of increasing our rice output.
While talking about the increase in our population, I am not
advocating any artificial method of birth-control. So far as
Rayalaseema is concermed, Government should see to it that we
are no longer made to suffer for want of food. Rayalaseema’s
fertility should be inereased by opening up major irrigation
projects. ; .

€¢I should like to congratulate Sri €. Rajagopalachariar on
the bold step he has taken in removing the vexatious controls.
The removal of controls, that glad news, was received by the masses
with joy. I have'toured several of the villages situated in my
district and adjoining places. T have found that the people have
welcomed decontrol. Now that all restrictions have been removed,
I hope and sincerely trust that the merchants would co-operate
with the Government and make decontrol a success.

“ Rayalaseema is rich in mineral resources. As my friend
Mr. Venkatappa has just mow observed, it is very essential that
our mineral resources should be fully exploited. Some people from
North India have come to our parts and established small com-
panies, to explore our mineral resources. Gold is found in remote
parts of Anantapur district. T sincerely hope that the Government
would do everything in their power to exploit the mineral resources
of Rayalaseema.

“< I ghould like to congratulate the Central and Provincial
‘Governments on the starting of Community Development Projects.
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It is a step in the right direction and is intended to help the agri-
culturists to increase their production. KEven though several
useful schemes were suggested to the Government, I find that all
of them have not been included in this Budget. I should like
to request the Government on this occasion to consider the salient

suggestions made by the Rayalaseema Development Board to
increase our irrigation resources.

““ T want to make a referemce to the Highways department; my
friend Mr. Palaniswami Gounder also im his speech made a refer-
ence to the Highways' department. 'As everybody knows, the
roads are in a very deplorable condition, and in spite of the various
representations made by the Chamber of District Boards and by
the people, the previous Government could not do anything to
remedy the defects.’”’
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* Srr V. GOPALA GOUNDER:— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
on this occasion to speak on:the Budget presented by the Hon. the
Finance Minister. The presentation of the Budget was preceded
by a speech from the Finance Minister and that speech has been
printed and circulated to the Members of the House. If one cares
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ook into the speech, one will find that it begins with a sad note
& :he effect that g.t the time the Budget was framed, certain tlnngu
were not thought of, but that unexpected subsequent events ma_de 1t
necessary for the Finance Minister to present a Budget with a
deficit of Rs- 3] crores. It also says that the Budget was originally
framed for the first four months, but that later on it was rewvis 2
and it has now been brought before the House. It says there is
likely to be a deficit to the extent of Rs. 3} crores. The Finance
Minister gives in his speech the'variousireasons for his presenting:
this deficit Budget, the most;important. of them being adverse
seasonal conditions, slump in trade andiindustry,sthe Rayalaseema
famine, etc. The Finance Minister has.also made some proposals -
for fresh taxation to cover this deficit, viz., a surcharge on land:
revenue, a surcharge on bus fares and an increase in the sales-tax
on petrol.

‘‘ Taking the surcharge on land reveunue. first, it is state;d that
ryots paying Rs. 50 as lamd revenue shoul(;l pay‘a eertain: sur-
charge, and for those who pay more there will be a sliding! scale.
I may submit to the House that even the Land Revenue Reforms
Committee that was set up by the previous Government some time -
back recommended that the exemption limit should be' fixed at
Rs. 150. I do not know why -this Government cannot implement
that recommendation and why they-have fixed the limit-at®Rs. 50
at random. As we all know, at the time of the last elections;: we
were promising to the“people that no fresh taxation would be
suggested by amy of the parties, whether the Congress Party or
any other party, and nobody ever suggested that fresh taxation
would be introduced in the Assembly. Unfortunately, however,
we are now faced even at the very outset, with these taxation pro-
posals suggested by the Finance Minister. He has no doubt his
own reasons for his proposals; but are we to approve his proposals
in toto, or are we to approve it to a certain extent,” or are we to
disapprove it totally? That is the question before the House at
present. I for one am.of opinion that-all these taxes will ulti-
mately have to be borne ouly! by the poor people; the labourers,
in some form or other; When the sales tax was frst introduced.
it was said that it was @ tax/intended to be borne only by the
merchants; but in practice and by subsequent eveunts, we all krow
that the tax is not really paid by the merchants, but paid by the
poor consumers, the poor classes.. Similarly, it is now said that
this tax on land is only in the case of those who pay more than
Rs. 50 as.revenue,. but my humble submission is ‘that ultimately
this tax will . have to be paid only' by the labourers , the poor
peasants. Tn regard to the bus fare also, it cannot be a tax on
the bus-owners, it is a tax on the bus-travelling public. Again,
the petrol tax.also-will have to be ultimately ‘borne by the poor
labourers in one form.or another. Therefore. the House will have
to seriously think before accepting these proposals. When the
Finance Minister first thought of making these taxation proposals,
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I am sure he would have thought of alternative remedies for cover-
ing the deficit. I submit he need not have worried about covering
the deficit, because in West Bengal, they have left uncovered a
deficit of Rs. 53 crores without resorting to any new taxation. We
could certainly do the same thing here, because after all, the defieit
is a temporary one. If we have normal seasonal conditions, I am
quite sure in the course of a year or two, the deficit will automati-
cally be wiped out. We need'not therefore unnecessarily launch on
the imposition of new taxes as proposed by the Finance Minister,
He says: ‘ If you do not accede to these newtaxes, we will either
have to give up our major projects, or we will have to retrench on
some of the items which need special attention and which are
intended for the' benefit of thie public.”. This looks like being
between the devil and the deep sea,~—~whoever be the devil and who-
ever be the deep sea. I am certain that if only the Finance Minister
makes up -his mind, he will be able to give us an alternative pro-
posal. I submit that an alternative proposal would be to scrape the
prohibition policy which is not at all wanted by the paople. No
doubt it is morally good, but it is not wanted by the people. By
this prohibition policy the Government are losing to the extent of
Rs. 17 to Rs. 20 crores every. year. . This policy which is not
wanted by the people is the main factor in keeping our State in a
perpetual state of bankruptey. As T said, if only he makes up bis
mind in consultation with the Chief Minister, to scrape that policy
.we can wipe away all deficits for some years to ¢ome, and we can
also put by something in the reserve which T understand has now
been greatly depleted. 1T, therefore, appeal that instead of impos-
ing fresh taxation, the Hon. the Finance Minister may scrape the
Prohibition Act and thus save a lot of money for the State.

“ Taking the first of these proposals, viz., a surcharge on land
revenue, the very definition of the word ‘ pattadar ™ is likely to
involve us in a lot of legal difficulties. The definition should be
amended. T may submit to the House that there are cases where
even though the family is divided, the patta continues in the name
of the eldest member or the manageér of the family; and in such
cases, how will you find out.who is liable to payrand who is in posses-
sion of the property?: So, all these things will have to be decided
by a court of law. Again, as I said, the exemption limit is fixed at
Rs. 50. Ome hon. Member told the House that this surcharge will
hit only a very few people, but T am not quite sure of the accuracy
of that statement. Conditions differ in different districts. Tn our
district of South Arcot for instance, and also in North Arcot, which
you all know are groundnut areas, we have to depend on rain.
man may have 100 or 200 acres of land with no outtura at all unless
the seasonal conditions are all right. At the same time, there are
some districts like Tanjore for instance, where you have plenty of
wet lands which do not entirely depend on seasonal conditions but
depend on irrigation sources which are perennial. Perhaps it is
such areas that can pay the proposed additional tax. So far as we
who have to depend mainly on seasonal conditions are concerned, we
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may not be able to bear this additional taxation. Already we are
overtaxed and there is no denial of it. The Chief Minister has
stated that even in the case of a donkey, it can bear burden only up
to a limit and if you put more burden on it, it will collapse. I sub-
wit we are already overtaxed; therefore, there is no use saying that
only a few people will be hit. 'These taxes will somehow or other and
in some way or other hit the poor people- Take for instance the bus-
fare. The Government say that they will receive an income of Rs. 2
crores per year by increasing the rate from six to seven pies. I do
not know how the Governmient have arrived at. Rs. 2 crores as the
probable income. The colleétion of this taxwill'involve a lot of
difficulties. We all know how the bus-oWwners collect the fares from
the travelling public; there is no limit ‘to their doing it; there is no
conirol over them and there is no possibility of checking the bus-
fares they levy from the passengers. You may say it is 7 pies per
mile, but they may collect 9 pies, 'and you camnnot. get proper
accounts from them. How can you check them ? We all know that
in the case of the sales tax and income-tax, every merchant keeps
four or five different accounts, one for himself, one for the sales tax
cfficer, a third for the Income-tax department, a fourth for the com-
pany, ete. When even big people and big companies ‘do  such
things, I do not know how the Government can think of collecting
this additional tax from the bus owners who are not umder the
control of the Gevernment or any other agency. Even if the
Government appeint some people for collecting this.zevenue, I am
not quite sure they will get the revenue that they anticipate.

 In regard to these taxation proposals, 1t is ultimately the poor
wun, the labourer, the passenger who pays the tax. Thirdly, even
in regard to the petrol tax, the petrol is sold to the consumer—the
bus-owner—and he charges the passenger for the petrol tax he has
to pay to the Government. Therefore, even the petrol tax, is
ultimately paid by the labourer. Therefore, all these taxation pro-
posals hit only the poor. I think the Hon. Minister will take my
alternative suggestion of scrapping Prohibition, and drop all these
taxation proposals.

*‘ Coming, Sir, to the Budget proper, L find there ‘are the
National Plan, Community Projécts and all that. Under the
National Plan I find a number of projects have been mentioned.
For instance, the Tungabhadra Project, the Malampuzha Project,
the Bhavani project and other projects. But, all these projects are
of absolutely no use to us people living from Madras up to Madurai,
Lecause these districts are not covered by any of these projects.
An.d the one project that is said to benefit South Arcot, namely the
Krishna-Pennar project, is not at all mentioned anywhere in the
Budget. I do not know whether it has been shelved. T heard
ome hon. Members and others making mention of it sometime
ago, but I do not know whether it has been shelved. Not even one
project which is intended to benefit the South Arcot district is
mentioned in this Budget. Therefore, I submit to the Government
to make a special note of it and see that the Krishna-Pennar Projeo{v,
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is also taken up, so that the South Arcot, Chingleput and other
districts may have the benefit of irrigation schemes; otherwise we
cannot think of any major project for irrigation. People in South
Arcot, North Arcot and Chingleput are poor people and they have
ouly small holdings, and the only mode of irrigation for them is
through minor irrigation sources. But, I find there is absolutely no
concession or extra provision made for the improvement of even
these minor irrigatioﬂchemes. Even under the Grow More Food
schemes it was said mimo® irrigation projects would be very useful
to the poor ryots who are absolutely depending upon seasonal con-
ditions. But, Lfind no mention made in the Budget regarding this
or even any extra provision for it.

‘“ Then, Sir, all of us know that owing to drought conditions
during the last five years, every man, thée rich and the poor, from
the capitalist down to the agriculturist, has been hit hard and
there is no denial of that fact. I may also say that.in the matter
of living conditions, the poor man is more hit-than the capitalists
or the rich people. 1n spite of all these things, what a labourer,
or an agriculturist or a poor man wants is education to his children.
I find that the allotment under education is very poor and I there-
fore request the Government to think of allotting” some more
amount for education.

‘“ 8o far as-the Non-gazetted Officers are concerned, I wish to
put in one word. The concession shown to them is not at all ade-
quate, because it can only benefit very few of them. To some of the
backward classes, it may not be useful at all, because the backward
class people in service are already getting that concession under
the Grant-in-Aid Code. Therefore, Sir, simply saying that a con-
cession is given to the N.G.Os. is not enough. Some more provision
should be made to meet their demand at least half-way, if the
Government could not satisfy their demands to the extent they
want.

‘¢ With regard to Harijan Uplift, I find the Budget provides
74 lakhs of rupees. This is not at all sufficient, because under the
Harijan Welfare Scheme I find provision made for scholarships to
backward. classes and other things. | Therefore, I say the provision
made is insufficient and the Government may be pleased to allot
some more amount under the Harijan Welfare Scheme.

‘“ With these words, I resume my seat.”’
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* Sk P. K. GOPALAKRISHNAN :—*“Mr, Speaker, Sir, the
Budget presented to the House reflects the colonial economy of our
country and the desire of the Government to maintain that economy.
The colonial economy that prevails in our land is an unbalanced
economy with a lean industry and overcrowded agriculture. In
our country unemployment is a big problem and people are finding
it difficult to make both ends meet. It is very difficult for people
to depend upon agriculture alone. If the country is to become pros-
perous, it must surely move in the direction of industrialisation.
What is the industrial policy as revealed in this Budget? Only
Rs. 10 crores’ and 90 lakhs are provided for industry and electri-
city both under revenue and capital expemnditure put together out
of a total budget provision of Rs. 85 crores. Thus the provision for
industry and electricity is only 13 per cent of the total expenditure.
That shows that the Government are definitely not for industrialisa-
tien and that they want our country to remain an agricultural
country depending for ever upon foreign capitalistic countries for
its requirement of industrial products. What about the industries
that are already there in our country? Our economy is dominated
by British capital and British firms. So many foreign firms spread
all over the country are doing immense harm to the economy of our
country. They are minting money out of the sweat and labour of
our people. There are British firms which refuse to implement
the adjudication awards given by Courts set up by this Govern-
ment. Messrs. Volkart Brothers at Fort Cochin are refusing to
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impl t the adjudication award given in 1949 on an industrizi
dispute which arose there. Aspinwall & Co:, which is in possessiow.
of a whole island called the Candle Island claims that island to bs
ite' private property. That Company has the audacity to

to the citizens of the Island permission to hold a public meeting
without prior consent, and prior consent is not at all given. Omece
the people of that 1sland wanted to hold a reception in honour of
the Member who was elected from that constituency. The Company
refused to give permission to hold the public meeting and I have
the correspondence with'me. Foreign firms like Aspinwall & Ce.,
the homeland of whese proprietors is thousands of miles away, say
that without their consent the public should not hold a public
meeting. This is the Swaraj over which our Congress Government
arc keeping watch ! I will give a few examples to show that foreign
firms in this country are really bent upon minting money out of the
sweat of our people and not at all interested in the industrialisation
of our country. There is a dispute pending between the manage-
1ent of Messrs. Harrison & Crossfields and its employees represented
by the Cochin Commercial Employees Association. - Last year the
Company divided 30 per cent of the profit as dividend. It is
refusing to give any bonus te its Indian employees, when big sums
are given to its British employees as private purse. - Within 3§ years
th - firm has realized the capital inyvested on it and it has been
existing in this country for several decades. 'We are morally
justified in confi ing all the British firms. But we are not doing
that. The entire policy of the Government is directed towards
patting the British firms on their back and not towards the indus-
trial development of this country. This policy has resulted in the
ruination of our handloom industry. e for the ruinati
have been explained by so many Members. Yarn is being supplied
to the Buckingham & Carnatic Mills and Harvey Mills. The hand-
loom weavers have to get yarn after paying a multi-point sales tax
and this has ruined the handloom industry. The Government do
not want to solve the unemployment problem in the country. They
do not want to industrialise the country and make it a prosperous
one so that it may take a place of pride among the industrially
advanced nations of the world.

(At this stage the Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair.)

‘¢ 8ir, what is the land policy revealed in the Budget proposals?
The food famine that has been prevailing in this State for the past
few years has been attributed mainly to the failure of monsoon by
the Congress Members and Congress Ministers. If we go into the
land problem of our country, we will find that the parasitic system
of landlordism is eating the vitality of our agricultureto its marrow.
So long as we maintain the prevailing system of landlordism, we
can never solve the food problem. The Government say that they
will implement zamindari abolition. I may say that landlordism in
our country is not confined to zamindari areas alone. It is there in
ryotwari areas. It is there in every village of our country, whatever
be the system of land tenure prevailing there. The parasitic system
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of landlordism, which does not contribute anything to production
is eating away the vitality of our agriculture. As long as that
system prevails, there is no possibility of getting rid of these
recurring famines. Rayalaseema famine will be repeated and even
Bengal famines will be repeated for ever and ever. Millions of
Peasants, agricultural labourers and even middle classes will be
ruined, pauperised and forced to beg for alms in the streets.

; ‘“ As regards the abolition of the zamindaris, I say that the
Government have not been doing all that'is needed. On page 57 of
the Budget Memorandum you will see the item ¢ Transfer to Zamin-
dari Abolition Fund ’. A sum of Rs. 20 lakhs'is provided for this
in the budget estimate. It has been explained that the net collections
from the zamindari areas after deducting from the gross revenue
the expenditure on administration, management, special repairs to
tanke, etc., should be transferred to the Zamindari Abelition Fund,
and this amount is to be given as compensation to the zamindars.
Rs. 20 lakhs has been provided for this purpose for this year. This
means that this amount is being taken from the peasants. This shows
that by the abolition of the zamindaris, rents are not reduced.
Members sitting on the Treasury Benches might say that they have
reduced the rents in zamindari areas to the ryotwari level. Still,
the rent im zamindari areas is higher than what they were before
the abolition of the zamindaris. This negates the very purpose for
which the abolition of the zamindaris was éffected. So, Sir, the
land policy of this Government is not for the welfare of the people.
The other day the Finance Minister Mr. Subramaniam was saying -
that land was not an end in itself, and that it was intended for
producing food. If the Government had really followed that policy,
I would bhave appreciated it. But in the budget all that tall talk is
contradicted by facts and figures. The only thing the Government
have done by the abolition of the zamindaris is that instead of the
zamindar they themselves are now exploiting the poor peasants.
The Govermment are not intent on bringing prosperity to the
peasantry in our land. What is-their principle in regard to land?
That can very well be scen from the taxation proposals contained
in the budget. The Government say that land belongs to the
Government and that it does not belong to the people, and there-
fore the peasant should pay taxes to the Government, as he has
been paying to the zamindar. What is the principle involved ‘n
the levy of betterment tax? The principle is this, namely, the net
increase in profits multiplied by 30 and divided by two has to be
given to the Government in twenty years. The Government say
that the increased value of the land should go to them. Fifteen
times the increase in the net profit of the cultivator should go to
the Government. That means actually the entire increased value
of the land should go to the Government. It does not at all com-
pare favourably with the capital outlay that is made for irrigation
or for any other purpose. It may even be more than the capital
outlay. Still the Government claim that they should have the
right to the increased value of the land, and that value should be
p: id to them within 20 years. Interest also is to be charged on the
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amount, and the amount it to be recovered as though it were an
arrear of land revenue. The land policy of the Government as
revealed in this budget is disastrous to the country. It really
shows that the Government do not want to see a prosperous
peasantry in our country. They do not want to solve the food
famine 1n our country. They may say that they are going to
execute so many irrigation projects and community projects. I
am here reminded of what was said at the ECAFE Conference at
Ootacamund. There an American representative stated that India
is an agricultural coumtry and, therefore, India should not
industrialize. He said that India should take up only irrigation
plans and not industrialization plans. ‘What that American
representative spoke, is being implemented by this Government.
The Government want to see that our country is only a country
producing raw materials for those imperialist countries. The
Government do not want that our country should be industrialized.
I am not here to say that whalever loan or grant is given to us by a
foreign Government, is not to be accepted. T am not at all against _
any foreign help. If the United States of America is pleased to
give us a loan or grant, we can very well accept it but not under
any political or economic conditions. It is not for the American
Government to decide whether the loan or grant is to be spent
on rural welfare or on ‘our industrialization. It is for us to
decide that. Whether we should spend that money for purchasing
machinery or for any other squipment, is not for the American
Government to decide. The American Government says ‘ You
spend the money on rural welfare of your country.’ Is the Govern-
nent of America more interested in our rural welfare than we are?
There is a real purpose and there is a real motive behind this.
It is that India should ever remain an agricultural country,
should ever remain a producer of raw materials, and that she
should for ever remain a market for the goods of those imperialist
countries. That is the plan worked out by the Government. So.
I call this budget an anti-national budget. The " Government
should have taken the House into their confidence before they
thought of any community projects. The technical officers for
superintending the work are all employed by America. Mind you.
these officers are not paid by the India Government mor lvy‘v“r
State Government. They are paid by the American Government.
I ask you, Sir, whether these officers will obey us or serve their
masters abroad. :

(At this stage Mr. Speaker occupied the Chair.)

Surely, if we accept any technical aid from any
country, the people employed here should obey us. They should
be paid by us. They should serve us and not their foreign masters.
The community projects here are worked out by the agents of
American imperialism. T say this because they are paid by the
American Government and not by the Government of India. The
projects are not at all intended for the welfare of our country.’’

Mz. SPEAKER : —*“ The hon Member has one more minute.’’
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™ 8=z P. K. GOPALAKRISHNAN : —‘* This being the condi-
tion of our country, it is quite natural that there is a top-hea

edministration. The other countries do not want our country to

become prosperous The'y want to maintain their hold on India.””

¥Mr. SPEAEER : —* The hon. Member’s time is up. The hon.
Member Mr. A. Venkataramiah has stated that he will finish his
speech in ten minutes. We shall, therefore, sit till 1-35.”*
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Mr. SPEAKER:—‘° The hon. Member’s time is up. The
House will now adjourn and meet again at 8-30'a.m. on Monday,
7th July 1952.”’

The House then adjourned.
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