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THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, 9th July 1952.

The House met in the Assembly Chamber, Government
Estate, Mount Road, Madras, at half past eight of the clock,
Lﬁr. CSl}lweaker (THE Hon: Sr1 J. SIVASHANMUGAM PILLAI) in
the aars

L—QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.
STARRED QUESTIONS.

The Visakhapatnam Co-operative Metal g
Limated, Kappradg

* 59 Q.—Sr1 M. VEERABHADRAM
Minister for Industries and, Labour bef#leaséd to state—
(@) whether it is a fact that “

tive Metal and Timber Works, Limite:
the Government from 22nd May 1952;33
(b) if so,.what are the reasons?

Tue Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA - RAO

. Visakhapatnam Co-operative Metal "3 ’ . 6
Limited, Kapprada, for ex-servicemen, were closed by
order of Government, The directors of the two workshops in
view of financial difficulties, decided fo stop production with
effect from 22nd May 1952.  The - reason for““this decision
appears to be that their entire capital has been locked up in
finished goods and - ready moneys advanced to workmen.
Secondly, they had no funds to carry on further production.
The workshops are now concentrating on the disposal of
finished goods, collection of bills, recovery of ready moneys
advance, etc. After realizing sufficient money, the directors
have decided to commence production again.’’

Sr1 M. VEERABHADRAM :—*‘ Sir, was the decision of the
directors endorsed by the general body? ' 3
TeE HoN. Dr. U, KRISHNA RAO :—“T am  not aware of
that faet. I will furnish that information if notice is given.
%o far as my wecords go, the directors have decided to stop
production.”

SrI T. VISWANATHAM :—‘f May I know, Sir, whether it is
wise policy for the society, which was running the business, to
stop production altogether until finished goods are sold? If _capxtsl‘
is wanting, will not the Government give the financial assistance
as it 18 one of the societies sponsored by the Government them-
selves? *’

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘ May I inform the

hon. Member, Sir, that the Government have already guaran-
teed to the Indian Bank to the tune of Rs. 90,000—Rs. 63,000
to the timber workshop and Rs. 27,000 to the metal work-
shop. The directors this time did not approach the Govern-
ment for any financial aid, but have come to the decision to
stop production from 22nd May 1952.” 3

b @/ isakhapatnam Co-
ia_pprada, ’* was close
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Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM :—* In view of the fact that this
matter has come up to the Government, will the Government be
pleased to advance money to the society and keep the soclety run-
ning so that the finished goods also may find a market? ”
Tae Hon. DrR. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* Yes, Sir. If any
application comes, we shall certainly consider it favourably.

SRt PRAGADA KOTAIAH :—‘“ May I know, Sir, what is the
maximum borrowing capacity of that society? ’’
TrE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘* Notice.””

Sr1 K. GOVINDA RAO :—*‘ May I know, Sir, who is respon-
sible for the financial crash of this society ? Is it the mismanage-
ment of the exeoutive or is it the fault of the workers? ’’

THE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* Notice.”’

Sr1 P RAMAMURTHTI :—** In view of the fact that the Gov=
ernment; are stating in season and out of season that there is great
need for increasing produetion, will the Government take the
initiative in. the matter t.hemselves and render financial assistance
to this society? ™’

Thae HoN. Pr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ The Government will
consider ‘this point."”
Sri M. VEERABHADRAM :—*‘ Sir, whe is_ in oba.tge of

securing orders and arranging for the sale of the goods that are
produced in the factory? ’’

TeE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAQ :—*‘' The works manager,
Sir.”’
Sri V. V. RAMASAMI :—** Sir, is it a question of finance

that led the directors to suspend production or was it due to lack
of demand for the finished products? ’

THE Ho~N. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :(—“ It is also true that the

demand for the finished products was poor.

Sr1 K. GOVINDA RAO :—'* Is it a faet, Sir, that under the
bye-laws of the society, no worker can be elected, and that the
whole executive shoul@d be nominated by the Government? **

Tre Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘‘ Notice.””

Sr1 C. V. K. RAO :—!* Who are 'the directors of this co-
operative organization, Sir, and have the Government made them-
selves sure that these gentlemen are carrying on their work in a
responsible way? ”’

Tue Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—'' The nominated

directors are—

(1) Sri P. V. Narasinga Rao Naidu, Public Prosecutor.

(2) Rev. Father R. Joseph.

(8) Sri Balasundar, Assistant Director of Industries and
Commerce (Visakhapatnam).

(4). Sri D. Ramamurthi Pantulu, B.A., B.L.

(5) Sri Ommi Ramamurthi.
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e ng to the information of the Government, these
‘gentlemen are working in a responsible manner.”’

1 T. VISWANATHAM :—** Sir, will the Government advise
the Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies to change the rules
of the society so that the members of the society can have their
elected directors, and there will be no trouble between the directors
and the members? *

Tag Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* Apart from these five
nlommated directors, two.directors.are elected by the workers
also

BrY V. V. RAMASAMY :~=‘‘ May I 'know, Sir, whether the

Deputy Registrar of = Co-operative Societieés  is on'ithe Board of
Directors, and, if 50, what is his advice? *’

THE Hon. Dr.-U. KRISHNA RAO :—“ He has adyised. I

have n'ot.hfng more to add to what I have dlready said.””

SR PELALAMARRI VENTKATEBWARLU =% 8iry,. as the
factory has been eclosed now, will the Government send for the
records and examine the whole matter, and take over the factory
themselves? "

Tre Hon. DR. U. KRISHNA RAO :(—*‘ I can assure the hon.

Member that the Government will send for the records. As

for taklng over the factory, it is a matter of policy, and I
require notice.”

Repair works of Kanchalamma tank in Rayachoti talulk.

* 60 Q.—8rr Y. AUDINARAYANA REDDI : Will the Hon.
the Minister for Public Works be pleased to state-—
(@) whether the Government have given up the execution of
the repair works of Kanchalamma tank in Rayachoti taluk; and
(b) if so, why?
Tee Hon. Srr'N. RANGA REDDI :—" (a) The answer is in
, the negative. The scheme is being examined.
“‘ (b) Does mot arise.’”

SkR1 Y. AUDINARAYANA REDDI :—* Will the Government
take it up as a famine work, Sir? "’
Tur Hon. Sri N. RANGA REDDI :—** The question whether

it could be taken up as a famine work was considered. In-
asmuch as skilled labour was necessary for the completion of
the project, this question was given up, and it could net be
taken up as a famine work.’’

Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :(—'“ May I
know, Sir, the reasons why after considering the whole question, it
was: given up?

TaE Hon. Skt N. RANGA REDDI :(—*‘ As a famine work, it

was given up.’’
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Sr1 T. NAGI REDDI :—‘‘ We have been informed that bécause

of some technical personnel not being available the work has not
been executed. Will the Government give us an assurance that in
the famine affected areas, they will employ many more people so
that the works could be finished soon? :

Tre Hon. Sr1 N. RANGA REDDI :—* Sir, it is not for want
of technical personnel that the work ‘was given up. We
can employ unskilled, but not skilled labour on famine relief
work. Tt is for that reason that the work was not taken up
as a famine relief work.”

Sr1 P. THIMMA REDDI :—*° This particular work was engag-
ing the attention of the:Government for the last 50 years. How
long will it take the Government to examine whether it is feasible
or not? *’ i

TeE Hon. Sri- N. RANGA REDDI :—‘“ I may tell the hon.
Member that this Kanchalamma tank was examined in 1933
and was given up for the following reasons. The reasons are :
(1) the availability of supply of water for-storage was doubt-
ful in many years; (2) there wasithe possibility of the tank
prejudicially affecting supply to the spring channels lower
down and also Matearaju tank; (3) the return anticipated was
poor; (4) the ryots were not keen on the restoration of the
tank; and (5) the foundations for the bund in the river portion
was also not quite good. Again this scheme was examined in
1951. The cost of the scheme went up to Rs. 7 lakhs. The
increase in the estimate was attributed to non-availability of
suitable soil near the dam sité for forming the dam, and the
extra labour involved in bringing soil from a greater distance
and also the additional work necessitated for forming a strong
bund. Provision was also included in the revised estimate for
special. tools-and plant. Therefore the cost of the work in-
creased to Rs. 7 lakhs. Very recently, Sir, about the 12th
June 1952, the Deputy Famine Commissioner. sent a report
that this work might be taken up on the ground that all the
road works in the Rayachoti taluk had been,completed. This
point is under: the consideration.of the:Government.’’  _

Sr1 T. N. VENKATASUBBA REDDI :—* 8ir, the reports of
the technical officers regarding, non-availability of =water in the
upland districts of Rayalaseema is always a sort of excuse for not
taking up any work there. Will the Government see that breaches
of tanks in Rayalaseema are repaired always irrespective of the
report whether water is available or not? *’

Mz. SPEAKER :—‘‘ This is a general question. The present
question relates to the repairs to the Kanchalamma tank only.””

Sr1 T. N. VENKATASUBBA REDDI:—“ I am making a
suggestion that in the upland districts of the State, repairs to tanks
should be undertaken. I know it is always stated that supply of
water is doubtful. So, I am suggesting to thé ° Government.

Mz. SPEAKER :—*‘ A separate question ‘may be‘i)nt."
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Sr1 P. THIMMA REDDI :—** Sir, the Hon. Minister is read-
ing the answers ,prqwded by the Secretariat. But then there is a
point for consideration. In the report of the investigation in 1933,
it has been stated that if the bund is made all right, the spring
channels lower down will be affected. How is this possible, Sir?
‘When there is a reservoir.above there will always be water in the
spring channels downstream.’’

Mg. SPEAKER :—*‘ The hon. Member is making a speech.’”

Sr1 P. THIMMA REDDI :==*“Sif,"when the point is not clear,
it has to be explained tothe Hon. Minister.””

Sr1 PILLALAMARRI - VENKATESWARLU :—** Sir, is it
because the estimate has gone up and because there will be no
return to Government from this work if it is taken up as a famine
relief work that the work was given up? *’

THE HoN. Sei N. RANGA REDDI:—‘ I have already said

that this work will not be taken up as a famine relief. work
because it involves the employment of skilled labour.”

8Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—*“ Sir,  my
question was not at all answered. I asked if it was because the
estimate had gone up and because there was not a good return, the
Government gayve up this work. That was not answered at all.”’
THE Hon. SRrN. RANGA REDDI :—"* Sir, the hon. Member
puti a question whether it was given up by the Governmnent
because it eould not-be taken up as a famine relief work. I
have already answered it. The question whether this work
could not be taken up as an ordinary irrigation project was
considered and it was decided by the Government that it
could not be so taken' up.’’

Se1 C. V. K. RAOQ:—" Will the Government tell us whether
the cessation of such important works follows the -reasons or
whether reasons follow the cessation of the works? **

.THE Hon. Sri N. RANGA REDDI :—* Cessation of works
follows the reasons.’”
Sk T. NAGI REDDI:—'‘1Is it the policy of ‘the Govern-

ment that in the famine-affected areas, those works which do not
give them any return, should not be taken up? If so, do the
Government believe that they ean at any time see that famine 1s
eradicated from those areas? ’’

TeE Hon. Skt N. RANGA REDDI:—‘' I am afraid the hon.
Gentleman is confusing the issue. In the case of famine
works, there is no question of return at all; it is a question
of providing work. But in the case of ordinary works, which
are irrigation works, the question of return will be con-
‘sidered.’”

Srr V. V. RAMASAMI :—‘‘ May I know when this tank was
originally formed and when it will be repaired? *’

TaE HoN. Skt N. RANGA REDDI:—‘‘ I have no informa-
_tion on that point.”’ :
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Srr VAVILALA GOPALAKRISHNAIAH :— Bosg, B
8, _swe DS 0wt I3 Foby o ¥R, WD0D, HoTEIRy o0,
So _swost Sk F04DoBhokyme I Wty & | KBS Do BB
TOZE | £DF00 T ED Dpysoid SR VDB B8 g0 DS 2”7
Tee Hon. Skt N. RANGA REDDI: —“3ss 1927 s ‘TosEy
Bow* £BALODSHEB> Py B S 0¥ o WrIcBeotd .\g-s»a»
Sonwdos. 1949 s PosByso Iy Ban Teewonw W Dk oo
ErIAHOSTW B D08, I3 Boen I, 5 woNoXT TE@os™
Do S~ Jewo (39550, & B .7

Srr V., V. RAMASAMI :~— “8ir, ' the ».question was put in
Telugu and the answer was also given in Telugu. Many of the
Members did not- understand them mor-did many of the Heon.
Ministers. How - could suppl tary questions' be put and
answered in Telugu? *’

Mr. SPEAKER :—'‘*The Chair is in the same position.’’

Skt P. RAMAMURTHI :(—*“ Do the Government realize that,
if the critérion that irrigation works must yield a certain return
if they are to be taken up is applied to the famine-affected areas—
I am not referring to areas where there is famine to-day only but
to areas where there is perpetual famine—it will mean that they
will never be able to eradicate famine. from those areas? ’’

TaE HoN:Sr1 N. RANGA REDDI:—'‘I may inform the

hon. Gentleman that there is no criterion of a fixed percen-
tage of return for taking up irrigation projects in famine-
affected areas.’’

Relief to weavers weaving higher counts of yarn.

* 61 Q.—8r1 P. NARASIMHA REDDI: Will the Hon. the
Minister for Industries and T.abour be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that the scheme of contemplated
relief (whicH the Governor mentioned in his Address, dated 6th
May 1952 to the State Tiegislature( to the ' handloom weavers
applies only to the weavers weaving the/lower counts of yarn; and

(b) if so, whether the/‘Government prepese to extend it to
the weavers weaving higher counts,.ive.;, 60, 80 and 100 counts,
who are equally suffering?

Tre Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—** (a) No.
““ (b) Does not arise.’”
Sr1 PRAGADA KOTAIAH :—‘* Sir, since the wage of six

annas fixed under the relief scheme is a starvation wage and since
the 40 knots of yarn proposed to be supplied in a month per loom
will fetch only Rs. 15 for four people depending on the loom,
will the Government consider the suggestion to increase the wage
level to eight annas per knot and supply 80 knots of yarn in a
month to a loom? **

TeE Hox. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* May I ask, Sir, how

this is a supplementary question on the main question? '’
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Sr1 V. V. RAMASAMI :—** Sir, the answer to clause (a) was
No ’ and the answer to clause (b) was ‘ Does not arise ’. I do not

exactly d d whether the Government propose to say ‘ No’
to the second clause of the question.”” % 5 vy
THE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—** I am sorry, Sir, if 1

was mot clear. The idea of the Government is not to limit
the beneficial scheme to those weaving counts of 40 and
below only. Therefore, the answer to clause (b) is that it

shall also apply to those cases where weavers weave higher
counts like 60, 80 and 100:"*

Reforms in the Jails.

* 62 Q.—Srr V. R. KRISHNA AYYAR  Will the Hon. the
Minister for Law be pleased to state whether the Government are
considering reforms in the jails including reform of. the dress to be
worn by the inmates?

THE Hon. Sri K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR :— Yes.”

Sm1 V. R.-ERISHNA AYYAR:—‘* Will the Hon. Minister
give us details-about the reforms that he has in view ??
TeHE Hoxn. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:— ‘Tt is
not possible for me to do so since it covers about 500 pages of
printed matter.”’

Se1 T. NAGI REDDI :—" Will the Government supply us
with copies of those proposals before they put them imto effect? *’
THE Hon. Sri K, P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—“ 1 will
consider that suggestion.””
Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—‘! Wiil the
Hon. Minister at least explain to us the reforms which he proposes
to introduce? *’ ¥

Tae Hon. SrI K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR :— It will
take about an hour if I were to explain them.”’
Sri PILLALAMARRI VENEATESWARLU :—* The Hon

Minister can explain one or two important points.”

MR. SPEAKER :—‘‘ The hon. Member may  put a separate
question.”’ )

Sr1 T. N. VENKATASUBBA REDDI:—" Will the Hon.
Minister tell us, in connection with the reforms proposed, whether
the degrading conditions of the undertrial prisoners in sub-jails
have been brought to the notice of the Government? ™

TrE Hon. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR :—** T want

notice of that question.’’

AN HON. MEMBER :—‘‘ May I know whether the undertrial

i for food off are given separate treatment as compared
with Communist undertrial prisoners? *’

Mr. SPEAKER :—‘‘ That question does not arise out of the
main question? A separate question may be put.
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SrI MANJAYA SHETZTY :—‘‘ Will the Government consider
the suggestion to reduce the strength of the jails in the iState in
yxelw of the fact that almost all the leading Communists are out of
jail? *?

Removal of control over distribution of yarn.

* 63 Q.—Sr1 PRAGADA KOTAIAH : Will the Hon. the
Minister for Industries and Labour be pleased to state whether the
Government have any proposal to remove control over distribution
of yarn?

THE HoN. DR. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ Control over distribu-
tion of yarn by retailers to consumers has been removed for a
period of three months. It is also being considered, if with a
view to reduce the price to the consumers, mills should not be
allowed to sell half of the yarn allocated to handlooms directly
to consumers at ex-mill prices.”

Sr1 PRAGADA KOTAIAH :—°° May I know Sir, whether

. arrangements have been made by the Government to enable the

Madras. State Handloom Weavers’ Co-operative Seciety to get as

usual 36 per cent of the total quantity of yamm allotted to this
State? ”’ ;

THE HoN.-Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—** Six, at. present the
mills are permitted to sell a portion of the yarn to their own
consumers. As a result, proportionate distribution to the
handloom weavers and other agencies dealing in' yarn will
naturally be reduced to less than the usual quota.? 3

Srr PRAGADA KOTAIAH :—‘ In viéw of the decision taken
by the Government, permitting the mills to gell yarn to consumers
of their choice, may I know whether the Government are aware of
the fact that the handloom weavers’ co-operative soeieties are being
starved of yarn, and what arrangements do they propose to make
to supply adequate quantities of yarn to the co-operative societies? *’

THE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—'“At the present

moment, my information is that no eco-operative society is
suffering from want of yarn, but if the hon."Member will give
a specific instance or’ will categorically tell 'me that yarn 1s
deficient, I shall certainly make enquiriesiand do the need-
ful.”’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—* ‘ May I know whether the atten-
tion of the Government has been drawn to the fact that the fisher-
men co-operative societies of Waltair are suffering from want of
yarn and that their nets have been in disrepair for a very long
time? *’ :

Tae HonN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘‘ Notice, Sir.’”

8r1 D. K. RAJU :—** Are the Government aware that in spite

of controls and restrictions, black-market is still raging in the mill
area? ’’ :

'TaE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘“I thank the hon.

Member for his information.””
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SR1 K. (GOVINDA RAO :—‘* May I'know whether the Govern-
‘mgnt are aware that the yaan lupphed ‘to ‘the Liaveru :Co-operative

by of :C 1li ta contains stones, hay and
so many other thmgs? 4
Tee Hox. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—'* df the hon. 'Member

brings any instance.to my notice, I shall,consider and investi-
gate the matter.”’

SR  VAVILALA GOPALAKRISHNATAH :—* sfes586S
DB oo, osod R ee D5 5WKe L:.ﬁ\soa o 81
(What .is the portion of yarn allotted to sthe -co-operative
societies ?) *’

THE Hon. Dr. U, KRISHNA RAO :—**.It will be.a little less

than the original 36 per:cent they were getting.. The other

.day the hon. Gentleman Sri Kotaiah was working .out .the
percentage with me. It comes.to abont 24 per,cent.”’

“Sr1 BILTALAMARRI VENKATES‘WARLU —** Why was
it-reduced? *’ !

THE HoN. DiR. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘“ The hon. Member is
aware of the fact that the Government of India have permit-
ted the mills to give a portion of their yaxn production to
consumers directly and, therefore, the quota set apart specmlly
sfersdistribution in the: Stat gets L, d-iProportionat
that amount to whichithe handloom weavers are entitled will
be reduced. But I can tell the hon. Member that so far as
.my information goes, ‘there is pienty of yarn available in the
.market .and, -therefore, -there is no diffieulty experienced by
weavers. '’

‘Lease_of the right of collection of tolls at ferries.

* 64-Q.—Sr1 'M. HANUMANTHA ‘RAO : Will the Hon. the
Minister for Tuocal Administration'be pleased to state why the right
of. collecting tolls at Ponumudy ferry which has been granted to the
Ponumudi Fishermen Co-opera.tlve Society in '1951-52, was denied
to them and put.in public, anction in 1952-58?

TaE Hon. Sri N. SANKARA REDDI :—'* The generdl ques-
tion whether leases of the right of collecting tolls at ferries
need be given to the co-operative societies without conducting
;public -auction -is-under :the consideration of .the. Government.
Before a decision could be arrived at on the queshon, the
District Board had sold the lease in public auction in accord-
samce with the normal proeedure.’’

Sr1 M. HANUMANTHA -RAO :—‘“ \Was there not a Govern-
ment.Qrder allowing the fishermen co-operative societies, wherever
they existed, fhe ,prm.lege -of ;running the ferries for a . definite
annual lease amount? ’

A—2
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TeE HoN. Sri N. SANKARA REDDI:—*“ In this
case somehow the District Board had auctioned the right
before the intimation was given to them. So it was confirmed
and it could not be cancelled.”” 4 5

Sr1 V. R. KRISHNA AYYAR :—°“ Will the Government take
steps to set right the wrong committed by the District Board and
allow the status quo ante to be continued till the Government take
a decision on this question as a matter of policy? >’

Tar-HoN. Sr1 N. SANKARA REDDI :—*“ The question ig stjill
under the consideration of the Government and only after
a decision is taken, action ¢an be taken.??

Dr. K. B. MENON :—* Are the Government aware that those
who take ferries in auction continue to collect tolls even if the
river is fordable? Tt has happened in some cases, and in those
cases, there is mno provision in the contraet to - prosecute the
auctioneer: 'Will the Government take note of this? **

TaE Hon. Sri N. SANKARA REDDI : —““When the river 1s
fordable, people simply wade through it; they need not pay
any tolls.””

Dr. K. B. MENON.—* My own experience is that I had to
pay toll even when the river was fordable.”

TeE Hon. Sk N. SANKARA REDDI:— If anybody is
harassed like that, he could prefer a complaint.’”

Sr1 M. HANUMANTHA RAO :—*° Are the Government aware
thaf this Government Order was cancelled by the interim Govern-
ment, in spite of the repeated representations made by the
concerned co-operative society? *’

Tae Hon. Sri N. SANKARA REDDI:—*‘ Notice, Sir."

Sr1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—*‘‘ As the
District Board has auctioned the ferry against the: Government
Order in Torce, will the Government consider the suggestion to take
steps to set right the wrong? ™

Tae Hon. Sr1 N. SANKARA REDDI :(—* After a decision is
taken, they will be informed.’”

Officials of the Co-operative Department working in co-operative
societies.

* 65 Q.—Sr1 K. KRISHNA RAO : Will the Hon. the Minister
for Co-operation be pleased to state the number of men from the
Co-operative Department of Government whose services are lent to
co-operative societies to work as secretaries, managers, executive
officers and auditors in the co-operative. institutions as on 381st
March 1952?



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 45
9th July 19527

TaE HON. SrI D. SANJIVAYYA :—* The number of officers
of the Co-opemtnvg Department whose services have been lent
to co-operative societies in the State as secretaries, managers,
executive officers, etc., as on 31st March 1952 is as follows :—
(1) Deputy Registrars 4
(2) Co-operafive Sub-Registrars
(3) Senior Inspectors
(4) Junior Inspectors
(3) Accountants, clerks, ete

Total

‘¢ The particﬁlars of officers who were deputed as auditors as
on 31styMarch 1952 are as follows :—

(1) Co-operative Sub-Registrars s e AD
(2) Senior Inspectors .0 ST
(8) ' Junior Inspectors ot =¥ 28

Total ... 370

Srr K. KRISHNA RAO :—* May T know whether these socie- 9 a.m.
ties have voluntarily asked for the services of the officers? *’

TeE Hon. Sr1.D. SANJIVAYYA :—*° The answer is in the

affirmative.””

Sr1 V. CHIDANANDAM :—* Will it not be better if the infor-
mation read out by the Hon. Minister just now is placed on the
table of the House, as it is very long and it is difficult for hon.
Members To remember all the facts? >

Tee Hon. Sri D. SANJIVAYYA :—*“ The answer given on

the floor of the House will be placed in the Iibrary and the
hon. Member can go there and see the same.’”

Sr1 K. KRISHNA RAO :—*“ Is it a fact that grants are given
to co-operative jinstitutions on' condition; that = they, ‘will take
departmental officers? ’’

TeE Hon. Sk D. SANJIVAYYA :—** Not at'all.”

Sr1 C. V. K. RAO :—* Is it a fact that the Government are
treating the co-operative movement in a step-motherly fashion? **

Tae Hon. Srr D. SANJIVAYYA :(—*‘ On the other hand, the
Government are taking ample interest to spread the move-
ment.”’

‘Srr T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ In reply to a question put by
the hon. Member Sri Chidanandam, the Hon. Minister stated that
the answer will be placed in the Library and he could go there and
seé the same. Whenever answers were long in the past, you were
good enough to advise Hon. Ministers to place the same on the table
of the House for the benefit of hon. Members. The present answer
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giveniby The Hon: Minister contains:so many. figures relating to:the
several. officers, and it is not pessible to remember all those' figures.
That is. the difficulty. of. not. only Sri Chidanandam, but. also of
others. who' have not expressed.it. I wonder if the Hon. Speaker
was able to follow all the figures. So, may I request you, Sir, to
advise the present Ministers also to place such long answers on
the table of the House? *’

Mr. SPEAKER:—'‘ T know that it is the practice' to' place
long answers on the table of the House for the benefit! off hon.
Members:. I think the present answer is only a: small one, and so

there may not be any necessity to:place the same on the table of
the House:””

THE Hon. 8ri C. RAJAGOPATIACHARI :—‘* If you would
permit me, Sir, I wish to state that I entirely agree with the
suggestion that long answers and' long: statements containing

. figures, etc., must be placed on the table of the' House, as we
cari'save time and also give goed' opportunities to the Members
to study the same. T shall certainly advisel my colleagues to
place such long answers on the table of the-House and give a
brief answer in the House.”’

Relief for the unemployed handloom workers.

*66 Q.—SRr K. P..GOPAT:AN :  Will the Fon. the Minister
for Tndustries and T.abour’ be pleased to state. what steps the'
Government prépese to take to give' immediate relief to the
unemployed handloom = workers who mainly depend upon' this
industry 2, S

TeE Hon:! DrR: U. KRISHNA: RAO:—‘‘ The Government have

recently sanctioned! a scheme for the relief ofi distress among
handloom weavers in the State who have:been:thrown. out of:
employment. due to the slump- in: the. handloom cloth frade.
The scheme will be worked through the agency of co-operative
societies and will be introduced in all districts, The scheme
will assure the weavers of a subsistence wage and continuous
employment andi also' relieve’ tHem from the burden~of market-
ing eloth as far ds possible:, The @overnment are: alse cone:
sidering other steps to stabilize the industry and to emlarge
the market for hamdloom cloth:.””

Srr K. P. GOPALAN :—‘‘ Are the Government aware that the
scheme will not Be applicable to Malabar, as the handloom. factories
are run There on a factory basis? TIn view of tHis, may I know what
stops: - the Government Rave taken regarding Mhulabar ? ™'

THe Hon. Dr. U. KRITSHNA RAO :—“ T go further and state
that we are aware that Malabar is peculiarly situated with
respect to: so many. matters. Tt is e that those factories
come* under thie Haatories Act.. We therefore: sent two
Deputy Registrars- to get ini touch with the v of

. Malabar and. fo.find- out from: the  owners. of. factories:if, firstly
they will- be agreeable. to- b ] b “of perati
societies ands secondly, if they are mot willing, whetker, ifi
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given all the facilities that the co-operative societies are given,
they will: be willing to work under the Collector of the
Distriet, and:help the weavers. I cannot give a final answer,
as' the matter is still under negotiation.”’

Sr1 N. MAHALINGAM :—*“ Is it a fact that the handloom
wesvers' are in' great difficutty in view of the fact that the number
oft pewer looms in: textile mills has increased very greatly? *’

The Hon. DR. U. KRISHNA RAO:—** Notice, Sir."”’

Srr K. P. GOPALAN :—*Tn view of the peculiar conditions
obtaining in. Malabar, will the Government be pleased to give
unemployment allowainces to the handloom  wedvers in order to
enable them to purchase their rations, as, at present, they are nof
able‘ to' purchase' their rations and are starvmg? b

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :— “ As T haye already said,

the policy of' the Government at tlie present moment is to
work the scheme through the Registrar of Co-operative

Societies so that the suffering weavers may be assured of a
subsistence wage.’

Srr. V. BALAKRISHNAN :—‘‘ As.a measure of relief, will
the Hon. Minister eonsider the question of exporting the handloom
clath, to- foreign eountries through' the co-operative societies of the
handloom, weavers, rather than through individuals? ™

THE How. Die-¥. KRISHNA RAO:—*‘‘ The.question with

regard to the possibility of exponmg our cloth. to foreign
countries is being examined; it is not through co-operative
societies, but through other agencies.”

Sr1 K. R. NALLASIVAM :—* Do  these relief mieasures
include those engaged in spinning yarn also? "

The FHon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—** Notice, Sir.”’

Srr N. MAHALINGAM:—“ Will the Government" restrict

certain varieties of ¢loth for the handloem trade alone? ’’

TaE HoN, Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ Thatis also: being
examined. As the present mement we are considering what
are the varieties that the handleoms must manufacture and
what are those that should be reserved for mill manufacture.’”

Sri V. R. KRISHNA. AYYAR :—*‘ In view of the fact that a
large: number of people in: Malabar are without employment and
are in great distress, and in view of the fact that it wall take several
months for the Government to give any aid to these suffering people
in the nermal’ course, may T know whether the Government will
consider the suggestion to give immediate relief to these poor
people by way of cash loans or free rations? *’

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ The: present policy of
the Government is. to enconra.ge handleom weavers workmg
through co-operati -The tion of Malabar is

_ being specially examined. I have noﬁhmg more to add to
what T have said already.”
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Srt P. RAMAMURTHI :—‘“ May I know what sfeps have
been taken by the Government to dispose of the existing accumu-
lated stocks? The scheme of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies
is only m respect of future production through co-operative
societies.’

THE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :~—*‘ T would like to tell the
hon. Member that the present scheme of the Government is
only to sell or help the sale of future production. The Gov-
ernment do not at the present moment wish to meddle with
the existing stocks.”

AN HON. MEMBER:—‘' May I know whether the present
scheme does not apply to master-weavers? *”
Tue HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* We are not concerned

 with master-weavers. Our present scheme is  intended - to
help the poor weavers who are suffering now.”’

Sr1 8. DEIVASIGAMANY :—‘“ May I know whether new

co-operative societies will be ‘established in rural areas? ™’

THE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘‘ Yes, Sir. Wherever
there are no primary co-operative societies, we have asked the
Registrar to form new societies ‘and all those who want to
join the existing or new societies for the purpose of working
the scheme will be advanced Rs. 25 each to meet their share
capital which will be-recovered: in easy instalments.’’

Sri S. 8. KOLKEBAIL :—*‘‘ May T know whether the Govern-
ment have collected the names of unemployed workers in the hand-
loom factories? *”

TrE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*“ Notice, Sir,”

Srr V. BALAKRISHNAN :—'‘May I know what the other
agencies contemplated by the Government w1th regard to the export
of handloom. cloth to: foreign countries are? ’

Tue Hon. Dr: U, KRISHNA RAO :—** The normal agencies,
business and commeréial enterprises. that have been in the
trade for centuries and which, for some reason or other, were
not able to do the business till'now.”’

Srr C. V. K. RAO :—!' Aré the Government aware that due
to unemployment and starvation, there are many cases of suicide
among the handloom weavers? T can give instances where these
occurred in Uppada.”

Tre Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—" T thank the hon.
Me@mber for the information. However regrettable it may
be, it has nothing to do with the present quesfion.”’

Sri 8. T. ADITYAN :—‘ In respect of these co-operative
societies, may I know whether the Government have fixed any
maximum number of members for any district? >’

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—“ It was originally

suggested that Salem should have 2,000 members and the
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rest of the districts should have 1,000 each. Now that there
are many weavers, there will be no restriction on the number
that should be admitted to these societies.’’

Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—** In his Budget speech, the Hon.
the Finance Minister stated that the entire capital required to be
paid by the handloom weavers would be advanced by the Govern-
ment, whereas the Hon. the Industries Minister now tells us that
50 per cent of the capital will have to be met by the weavers. May
I know which statement—either the Hon. the Finance Minister’s
or the Hon. the Industries Minister's—are 'we to believe? >’

THE HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ With regard to the
existing societies we said ‘that the 'share capital will be met
by the Government. -But with regard to the new societies
we said that the new members must pay 50 per cent of the
share capital and the remaining portion of the share:capital
could be covered on loan basis.”

Sr1 K. R. NALLASIVAM :—‘“ Are the Government making
a general survey of the situation and affording relief wherever
necessary and wherever people are starving, or are the Government
giving relief ‘'only to areas where there is strong agitation? *’

THE Hon. Dr:-U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘“ On the introduction
of this secheme, we have circularised all the co-operative socie-
ties in this State and asked them to tell us if they required
our assistance immediately.”

Sr1 K. P. GOPAL AN :—* Will the Hon. the Labour Minister
be pleased to state whether the Government are prepared to appoint
official or non-official committees to give immediate relief to the
handloom workers in Malabar? *’

TeE Hon Dr. U, KRISHNA RAO :—*‘‘ I would like to know

what will be the functions of these committees, before I give
an answer.’” ; y

Sr1 K. P. GOPALAN :—** The function of these committees
will be to see that the workers do not die of starvation and to.offer
such assistance as is necessary to enable them tolive.”’

THE Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*“ I want notice.”

Se1 B. SANKARAYYA :(—«.% §b_:\~.w;é. SsneE  sHysoom
FRS T8 Mord 2H5°_P POBIGX  EeEy KOs _BomEET I | SusEgo
Iowe Sosyax FHowr e

Tee Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—** Yes, Sir, it is only to
relieve unemployment that we have brought this new scheme.”’

Sr1 V. R. KRISHNA AYYAR :—‘* Are the Government aware
that there are relief committees in Malabar and in various other
places (relief committees meaning committees which are to see t:hat
the weavers are not in distress) and will the Government consider
the question of making grants or sul.)ventlon,e to these committees
so that they may do their work efficiently?

9.1
a.m.
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Tue Hon. Dr. (U. KRISHNA RAO :—'* As I have stated, the
ipresent ;policy of the Government is nnly ito help ithe \weavers
by giving them sub ‘wages wh they are suffering.

If the relief committees are going to be of any value at all,
we shall .certainly consider the suggestion from ‘this peint of
view.””

i8R1 P. RAMAMURITHI :—**In view of ithe statement of ithe
Hon. the Minister for Industries .that it is only (in respeect of ithe
existing co-operative societies the Government -will supply the :full
capital, ‘may I ask whether the Government are aware that nearly
60, per cent of the handloom weavers aremot today in the co-operative

societies and, therefore, the contemplated. help .isinot going ito reach
even half of them? "

TuE HoN. iDr. U. KRISHNA 'RAO :—‘“8ir, out of 8 lakhs
of ‘handloom weavers, nearly 8 lakhs are in the co-operative
fold, and when this scheme is extended, we will get another 3
or 4 lakhs more so that there will be nearly 6 lakhs or 7 lakhs
of ‘peaple -in the co-operative fold. We shdll examine the
question, however, again if it is brought to our notice that
‘this does not give adequate relief ‘to the weavers:”’

8r1 PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARIU :— May I
know .when the -Government are .going ‘to -put this scheme into
operation ? ’’

T Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—'‘ Already, Sir, in 15
districts—8Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar, Chmgleput ‘Madurai,
South Arcot, North Arcot, Srikakulam, . ma.khapatnam ami
the Céded Districts—the scheme has.come ito gperation.’’

Srr G. LATCHANNA :—* May T know whether the Govern-
ment have, with reference to the suggestion of the Hon. the Finance
Minister in his Budget speech, issued orders to all the departments
to use handloom cloth and whether it will not be desirable to find
out if there is any market for handloom produets in. foreign countries
so ‘that the large stocks accumulated by co-operative societies may
be ‘released? ’’

Tue Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—‘ With regard to the
Government orders, I may tell the hen. Member- that we have
circularised all the departments and asked them to let us
know their requirements so that we can supply handloom ¢loth
as early as possible. With regard to the second part of ‘the
question, we are also in correspondence with our trade dele-
gates in other countries to see what the possibility is of
increasing the export of our products, by participating in -
~exhibitions in those countnes and by exhibiting the products
in the embassies themselves.’

18RI A. RAMASWAMY THEVAR :—*‘“Will the Governmen?t
issue similar eireulars to'local bodies also to use handloom cloth? *’

Tae Hon. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO :—*‘ I aceept the valuable
suggestion of the hon. Member and shall do the: needful.””
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[Note.—An (*) at the of a speech
by the Member.]
IL—ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE HON. SPEAKER.
(1) ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE REORGANIZED MADRAS AND
SOUTHERN MAHRATTA RAILWAY LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Mg. SPEAKER :—* I have to announce to the House that the
following persons were nominated as candidates for election by
the Members of the Madras Legislative Assembly to fill a seat on
the Reorganized Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Local
Advisory Committee :—

(1) Sri Raja Sagi Suryanarayana Raju,
(2) ,, Pragada Kotaiah,

(3) ,, P. Suryachandra Rao, and

(4) ,, M. Kalyanasundaram.

‘* Sri Raja Sagi Suryanarayana Raju, Sri Pragada Kotaiah and
Sri M. Kalyanasundaram have since withdrawn their candidature.

* As the nuumiber of candidates validly nominated is equal to
the number of vacancies to be filled, namely one, T hereby declare
Sri P. Suryachandra Rao:to have been duly elected to the
Reorganized  Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway Local
Advisory Committee.”’

(2) ELECTION OF-A MEMBER TO THE STATE LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘ I have to announce to the House that Sri
M. R. Appa Rao is the only candidate validly nominated to fill a
seat in the State Library Committee. ‘I hereby declare him duly
elected.””

(3) ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE REORGANIZED SQUTH INDIAN
RAILWAY LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

Mr. SPEAKER :—'' 1 have to announce to the House that
Sri P. T. Rajan is the only candidate validly nominated to fill a
seat in the Reorganized South Indian Railway Liocal Advisory
Committee. I hereby declare him duly elected.”’

IIL.—GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE
YEAR 1952-53—cont.

* Sri T. NAGL REDDI :—*'‘ Mr. | Speaker, Sir, after going
through an exciting and long debate on the Mation of Confidence,
we had not enough time to go-through this. Budget carefully and
that is the reason why most of the Members on this side of the
House could not take part in the discussion on the Budget all these
days. This very particular instance has given us a very valuable
suggestion for the future, namely, that Budget proposals in future
years should not be placed before the House in this way but must
be placed in such a way as to give us enough time to go through
them and study them properly so that we may give concrete sug-
gestions to the Government for the welfare of the State. The
Budget is not an ordinary thing. It is a thing which almost decides
the fate of the State for a long time to come. Yet it so happens
always that we find ourselves in such a position that we are unable
to study it properly or to go through it properly. We have been

A—3
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given quite a number of volumes full of statistics, numbers and,
as Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari would say, G.C.Ms. and L.C.Ms.
and all that, and we find it troublesome to go through them. The
whole- Budget is divided into difterent portions and we are not
able to locate what we want easily. I would, therefore, request the
Government not to adopt this method at least in future.

T 1 would like to tell the Government that the very form of
the Budget is not the form that should be adopted in the prepara-
tion of a Budget. This formis.so.very complicated, complex and
cumbersome that an oerdinary wan ls noticapable of understanding
the very intricate problems, of ‘revenue and_expenditure. For
instance, it is wery difficult to find out the capital outlay on irri-
gation. It has become so very troublesome for us to go through
these huge voluwes that even today, after spending nearly seven
days on it, T am unable to find out what is to be spent on irrigation,
education and medicine. You will find in one pface mention about
the Anantapur College, in amother place about. the Madurai Col-
lege and-in.a third place—on the 300th or the: 100th'page—you
will see maention about the Buapatla College. "The peint is that
the statementsregarding eapital outlay should be in one place.
also as regards irrigation, the figures must be im-one place. This
will enable us to form an idea as to what is to be spent on the
general administration and te study the subject easily and earefully.
This will enable ordinary men like me to offer constructive sug-
gestions to the Govermment. - But this is not being done now.
Probably the Government do not intend that the Members should
study the proposals carefully, because the form in which it is
presented cannot be understood by anybody, leave alone ordinary
men.

*“ Then, Sir, as regards the method of presenting the budget, I
would suggest that our budget should be studied | mot only by the
Members of the Liegislature but by the ordinary public also. The
proposals must be made available to them earlier than they are
presented here and discussed. This has to be done so that people
may come forward with their eriticisins and their suggestions for the
purpose ‘ofi enablingithe Government to remodel the budget accord-
ing to their wishes. ~The budget must be framed after taking into
consideration the aetual conditions that exist,in the State. What
the actual position to-day is should be enumerated. What is the
present state in regard to education? What is the ‘present state
in regard to irrigation and medicine? All these must be taken
into account. How far we have progressed in the last five years
must also be indicated in the budget. Then only we must plan
out the actual work that we will have to do this year. In the
absence of these details, we find to-day that we are not in a pesition
to. know how many more hurdles we are to cross. We cross one
after another thinking that, that is all we have to cross, _but many
more follow. We are kept blind to the actual realities of the
situation; we are kept blind to the plans and programmes for the
future. What we see here is that the people of the Si_:a..te are
called upon to make more sacrifices for the sake of rehabilitation
and reconstruction of the State. We do not know to what extent
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we have gone in the last five years in this process. ‘They do not
explain what has been done and what is to be done.  They merely
say, ‘ Here is your chance for making sacrifices to create better
conditions of living.” What sacrifices the Government have made,
the people must be told. When this is not the case, when we are
not ‘being told what the programme for the next five years is

DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 753

and what actually is to be done this year, there will be no -

enthusiagsm for the people to make the necessary sacrifices. This
Jbudget gives no incentive toithe people to'mork for the rehabilita-
tion or reconstruction of the State.

‘“Then, Sir, we have been 'told-that our 'commtry is a poor
country and henee  our:budgets are always deficit. "We are also
told that there is: not enough revenue in our State. I''would say
‘that ‘there have been cases and instances of very ‘poor couritries who
have framed their budget in such a way as to.rehabilitate their
-economy within a short period of two or three years, “Let not the
‘Government feel that this suggestion is made in a mood of 'carp-
ing criticism. T 'am suggesting very seriously that the Government
‘should study the budgets of States which have an example to give
us. (The Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalacharii: ¢ Are they indepéndent
States? ') Yes, they are independent States: they dre not-slave
States where people are dying. They are Btates where people eat
more now than they were eating three years back. We ‘must study
how they have rehabilitated their economy. ' That will enable us
to cut down unnecessary expenditure and slash every pieee of
extravagance and bring forward programmes of rehabilitation.
Sir, T have not had enough time to go through the budget in detail
and so I can give only one or two instances to show the items of
extravagance ‘which the ‘Government of this ‘poor country have
indulged in. We have been told that there is something like a
deficit of three crores of rupees. I would say that without taxing
the people, Wwe can reduce this deficit considerably by 'adopting
other means. -1 have not gone into the additions and subtractions
completely. . All the same, I feel that about fifty lakhs of rupees
could be saved which is earmarked ‘for capital outlay on cement
conereting the roads. A poor country can wait for some ten vears
for cement concrete roads. T 'would suggest to the Hon. ‘Chief
Minister that this Rs. 50 lakhs can be given to the famine affected
arvess either in the south or in the north' for the rehabilitation
of ithe rural areas. In the same way the general administration
rexpenses have not been put in one place. T have not had
the time to collect all these figures, and show how much is
spent on ‘this. Much of this expenditure can be slashed not
by removing the low-paid clerks or the chaprasis, but by
cutting ‘down the high salaried ‘paid to our Secretaries, Mem-
bers of the Board of Revenue—these posts can very well be
abolished—and many other similar posts. A poor country must
have & poor man’s budget. Tt must have money ‘for rehabilitation
and mot for spending on extravagances, such as electric lifts for
Governors and Judges. We are told day in and day out that we
must sacrifice our comforts for 'the sake of  rehabilitation of the

9-30
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country. This being the Géovernment policy we expect them to
come forward with such schemes as would cut extravagant expendi-
ture and help rehabilitation.

‘“'Sir, we have always been told and the Hon. the Finance
Minister has referred to it in his budget speech, that our State is
facing one of the worst famines that we have ever experienced in
living memory. True. We are'part-and parcel of it. That is why
we have been suggesting to Government that they should take
action on certain of the schemes recommended by various enquiry
committees so that in future at least there may mot be famines. I
went through budget, after. budget to find out actually what is being
done for the rehabilitation of the famine-affeeted areas whether in
the south orin the north. ‘What I find is the Government have no
plan. It is simply a blind man’s work. Sofar as this Govern-
ment are concerned, they have no plan to rehabilitate the famine-
affected areas, and the result would be they would. be faced with
similar famines in the future also., I am sure if.the Rajaji Govern-
ment were.te continue for the coming five years, they will have
to face another famine very soon, and in the very same place,
simply because-they, are not coming forward nmow with schemes
which. would rehabilitate that area, and the Gevernment will then
have to spend much more than they have spent now, on famine
relief. That is the fate of Rayalaseema and it will continue to be
so till Government come forward with schemes to rehabilitate the
people there and put them on their feet. There was an Economit
Development Committee which recommended certain schemes, and
made certain suggestions for the rehabilitation of this area. When
the Hon. the Chief Minister was in Anantapur, we presented a
memorandum and had a talk with him. He asked us casually
during the course of the talk whether it would be possible for the
Government to take up certain projects which would not give a
certain return to Government. Of course it would be a trouble-
some thing, for the Government to undertake unremunerative pro-
jects. I do not say ‘mo’ to it. But we are faced .with certain
realities. There is a part of the country where we find people are
denied the ordinary facilities to live. What is to be done with
that area? There are two things that the Government could do.
Rayalaseema has a greater industrial potential than all the other
parts of the State put together. It produces a good amount of raw
materials like groundnut, cotton and other things. Government
could develop the industrial potential of this area. But they are
not moving in that direction. There is another side also for. the
Government to take up and develop the area. We have been told
that this area is rich in coal and other minerals. The Government
must take up a geological survey of the area, prepare a definite plan
and put it into execution. If Government take up these things,
they will not only solve the famine problem but they will get good
returns on their outlay. This is the manner in which Government
should act and not merely spend crores and crores of rupees every
time there is a famine in that area, »
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. ‘" Then, 8ir, there are the electricity and irrigation projects.
Whether they be for Rayalaseemal Visakhapatnam, South Arcot,
Salem or Chingleput, they should not be treated as schemes to get
a return for the Government but as a matter of Government policy
towards the development of areas which are backward from where
no returns could be expected. These schemes are all the same
necessary to enable the people to live properly at least as human
beings. . People in Rayalaseema are starving and even die of starva-
tion.. I say even a half-starving man,is a dead man. Iet not
Government believe insthe reports of the Communists. I hope
they will at least believe the reports which have appeared in the
‘ Indian Express and . Andhra_ Prabha ’. ' In. previous months
there have been deaths due to starvation. How are the Govern-
ment going to stop this? ' If they want to solve this problem are
they to be afraid of a deficit budget? If we take up the programmes
of greater production and rehabilitation of famine-affected areas,
we might get loans or even print ecurrency notes, many more
currency notes. Inflation and deficit in the budget need not be a
terror to us,. if we take up schemes for rehabilitation and greater
production. “I ean give an example. Of course it might be said
that T am quoting examples from only one part  of the world,
namely, China. The Communists: when they came to. power in
China found the‘country in confusion and chaos. They immedi-
ately increased the issue of currency notes. For-what? They said
very plainly : ‘ the increased issue of notes will lead to inflation if we
do not rehabilitate the State in a vear and increase production.
It will not lead to inflation but will lead to deflation the next year
if we are successful in our rehabilitation and reconstruction.” That
was a bold step to take. They took that step and came forward
with plans and explained them to the people. The whole mass of
the people came forward and helped in the construction of pro-
jects, railways, industries and agriculture that were necessary for
the State. “We should take such a step. That is the manner in
which we should proceed with our budgeting.

‘“ Lastly- I would.say, the most important thing  for the
Government to deal with) immediately is the land reforms, if they
want to increase either industrial or agricultural production. As a
matter of fact the whole country is facing a grave crisis. This has
been: referred to by the Hon. the Finance Minister. What form
has the crisis taken to-day? It is the lack of purchasing power of
the people. That is the reason why we are faced with a crisis in the
handloom industry. That is why we are faced with,k a crisis
in the famine-affected areas. That is why we are faced with a crisis
in every part of our State. How are we going to increase this
purchasing power? The first and the most important task of the
Government - to-day is to increase the purchasing power of the
people in the villages. How can that be done? That can be done
only if the Government adopt the plans that were adepted by some
other countries. That has been accepted by the Central Govern-
ment, and the Hon. the Finance Min.is!.;er Vha,s}:old us that he is
thinking of some land reforms. The distribution of land to the
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g&o‘pﬂe as a first step towards _greater and increased produdtion is
‘the accepted formula of all States, of all the economists and states-
men-and of anyone who ‘wants to increase the agricultural and
industrial production of the country. This has been accepted by
‘capitalists like Mr. Nanavathi, by Socialist friends on the ‘other
side and by the Communists on ‘this side. This is the first ste;
‘towards the rehabilitation of a nation and towards the industriali-
sation of the mnation; and people will have the purchasing power
to purchase ttie goods producedmow lying in stock for want of pur-
chasing power. That'is the way in which we should progress.
Then alone can the economy of the State be built up on ‘pi
lines, then alone can the Budget be prepared .on a better form
and then aléne ‘wé will be ‘able to say that taxation proposals
need not be taken into consideration, in any form, whether thi
are ‘betterment taxes, surcharge on bus fares, or surcharge on lan
revenue. :
(At this stage the Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair.)

‘* These,  Sir, are generally my suggestions, and I -hope the
Government will consider them and see that the taxes are not
placed on the heads and backs of the people. T also believe that
changes in the form of presentation of the Budget would be made
and the Government will place before the people very soon the
Budget in the new form.”

*Dr. T. S. SOUNDARAM RAMACHANDRAN :—‘‘ Mr.
Deputy Speaker Sir, I wish to say ounly~a few words regard-
ing taxation, food and clothing. I.et me take food first. I
was happy when the hon. Member Mr. Swayamprakasam
referred to the fact that there was a committee which went
into the question of sanitation in hotels and said that it
should have gone further into the food values of the food
served im  the hotels. I would like to- . go a step forward.
Only a few. comparatively a few especially in cities go and iake
their food regularly in hotels. What about the homes where we
eat every day? I agree with the principle that if we want our
nation to be healthy we must bring down the expenditure on
curative medicines. We must adopt a rational diet in our own
homes. I wish to suggest, Sir, to solve the problem of unemloy-
‘ment in villages, it is very necessary that food processing should be
made ‘the monopoly of the cottage industry. T shall explain it.
Now take rice, the staple food of Indians, South Indn.ms anyway.
Hand pounding of rice was one of the main cottage industries in
our villages. T have investigated in many villages regarding this.
One family out of every five to eight families was sustained, as far
as women were concerned by pounding rice and getting one ‘to two
roeasures of rice every day which was sufficient for their home
consumption. T do not want to go further into details. W? ‘can
have a discussion on that later on when we come to that particular
subject. Now the food deficit, as far as the south is concerned, iis
‘supposed to 'be 10 per cent. ‘We have calculated this again and
again and deititians and experts on the subject have come to the
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conclusion that if hand pounding of rice is done, we can save at
least 6 012 per cent. Because the form of hand pounding varies in
different parts, at least 6 to 10 per cent, in some cases even
12, per cent, of the deficit could be made up by closing the rice
mﬂg and taking to hand pounding of rice. This is no novel

because in Tr e this is an accomplished fact, in spite
of the vested interests trying again and again to bring back the rice
mills. The popular support there is so great that this is not
allowed. Now hand pounded rice only is supplied everywhere in
Lravancore. In Vedaranyam. an experiment was made by
Sri Vedaratnam Pillai. They were supplying only hand pounded
rice—that too only boiled rice—and this gayve work to hundreds of
families. So L would suggest, in all seriousness that'this may be
taken up at once. 1t will solve the great. problem tof village
unemployment and will also give us nourishing food. MThereby we
can do away ‘with *'B ’ complex and all sorts of vitamin products;
and we can really sive the money spent on curative mediciues, that
is curative side of ‘the medical department, and use+that money for
better purposes.and for promofing health.

“ Now coming to rural development, of course, I am ome of
those rural faddists. I shall try to be brief in my. remarks, as
I have been given only 10 or 15 minutes. Rural development to
be ceffective and _to bring in. relief and development as early as
possible should be done in a more extensive form and more money
must. be found for rural development. In this connection I wish to ¢ 45
refer to the small farmers in the villages. Our farmers and villa- a.m.
gers can pay. this surcharge on land revenue and much more if only
they, are helped in two ways. The other day some hon. Members
pleaded that paddy must be available at much lower price, etfc.
Did they ever think who was selling paddy to the city people? I
would make a distinetion between the industrial labourer and the
agricultural labourer. The industrial labourer comparatively gets
more than the agricultural labourer and there are many who plead
for the industrial labourer. But, I wish to suggest that we must
fix the price of paddy in suéh a way that the village farmer or
labourer gets a minimum wage of at least Rs. 85 per mensem. We
have worked out the cost of production and if one bag of 48 Madras,
measures of paddy isito be sold for Rs. 12, the present procurement
price; the farmer will hot 'get miore than | Rs. 20 per mensem.
T'hose people from the cities who agitate for low prices must really
examine their own statement and revise their policy. I want to
plead on behalf of the villagers that the minimum price must be
fixed between Rs. 16 and Rs. 18 per bag in the canal-irrigated area
and between Rs. 18 and Rs. 20 per bag in the well-irrigated area
provided no cattle disease carries away their bulls. A minimum
return should be guaranteed to the villagers for paddy and other
éssential articles of diet.

¢ Another burden which is keeping the villagers down is their
debts. I have extensively travelled in the Tamil districts and
have investigated their present economic condition. I can say with
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certainty that it is the debts that are pressing them down and
harassing them much more than anything else. I know from
personal experience, Sir, they borrow thousands of rupees every
year paying 10 to 12 per cent interest or an interest of one-anna
or two annas in the rupee, as they cannot get loans quickly from
the Co-operative Banks and other Credit Societies. Tt is
difficult for them to get credit adequately and in time. Providing
long term loan facilities repayable in fifteen to twenty years in
small instalments must be one of ‘the most important items in'the
Government rural devélopment schemes.” Then I can guarantee
that their economic condition will improve s6'much that they will
be able to pay even four annas or six annas surcharge on a rupee.

‘! Then, Six, it. must be the policy of the Government that
colleges and high schools, if started, should be started only in the
taluk headquarters or in big villages so that.the drift of able men
and women with initiative to cities can be stopped and they can sit
back in the wvillages and fight for the bettermentiof the villages.

““ I would also like to say a few words in regard to ‘handloom
cloth. I was hearing this morning questions and supplementary
questions and answers about handloom cloth. “Only when we
create a market in our own area, the question of ilnemployment of
handloom weavers can be solved. 1 come from a handloom
weavers’ village where thousands of handlooms are working. But,
all the saris and dhotis are sent outside and the villagers are wear-
ing mill saris and mill dhotis.  This anomaly must go and I request
all 'my friends in this House to use handloom e¢loth, if not khadi,
and when asking the Government to propagate thé’:é of hand-
loom ' cloth, let us also use it and not depend on the foreign market
but on our own market. {1

‘¢ In regard to the taxation proposals, Sir, I wish to say that
our villagers will gladly pay this surcharge on land revenue if only
they are made to feel that the benefits would come to them in some
form or other and that other facilities would be afforded to them in
the matter of emabling them to get out of their debts and fixing
minimum price for their produce. I also hope that the surcharge
on bus fares i8to be borne by thé bus owners and not the passengers.

‘¢ Sir, I went through the budget very gquickly and I . plead
guilty that I have not made ‘an exhaustive study of the same as yet.
Being a medical practitioner myself, I went through the provisions
under ‘¢ Medical * and ‘ Public Health ’. I am very happy to find
that great improvements have been proposed in tpe present Budget.
Changing  the designation Surgeon-Gel_leml ? to »‘ Director of
Medical Services ’ is the first step in the right direction. I would
also like to suggest that our objective must be positive health and
not disease. Therefore, the head of the department must be styled
‘ The Director of Health Services’ and there must be two
branches, one preventive medicine or public health and the other
curative medicine. More medical facilities should be provided in
the villages to promote public health, as cholera and other diseases
spread from the villages to the cities. I am not afraid of the
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death Yate—in fact, that will solve our problem of over-population

also, but those who live must live healthily and the unhealthy

should not be a national burden on us. Therefore, Sir, public

health measures should be effective and should reach the villages.

We must make adequate arrangements and find out ways and

means of extending these public health measures to the villages.
(At this stage Mr. Speaker occupied the Chair.}

‘‘ Regarding Prohibition Lswish to say.a few words. How can
I forget it, Sir? The population of women is about 51 per cent
according to Government records and mest of us. live in the wvil-
lages. 1 would like to ask those Members who oppose Prohibi-
tion, to go to the villages and’' ‘enquire from the  womenfolk
whether they want Prohibition to go. Unfortunately wormen were
not able to come here in large numbers to plead: our case. We
need no sympathy. We want only our rights and 'no women
would agree to be beaten by drunken husbands hereafter. I put
Prohibition ‘as one of the ideals in my election speeches and women
are ready to march to Madras in protest if Prohibition is given up.
Prohibition "has come to stay and we must plead~ for  its strict
enforcement.. In fact women in the villages who were wearing
rags 3 or 4 years-ago are prosperous today. And I hope men will
not snateh away ‘that happiness from ‘the village women.  Iiet us
advocate Prohibition; let us find out ways and means of enforcing
it effectively. When we are convinced of its good, why should we
give up Prohibition? If it is not successful, we should find out the
reasons why it has failed. - 1 request hon. Members to view it
from the positive aspect that it has brought happiness to women-
folk in the willages. “Prohibition is an accomplished fact so far as
women are concerned and in future when we have to face the
womnen electorate, let us show our sympathy for them and help the
Government _ to  enforce Prohibition effectively. Thank vou, .
Bir.”’ ;
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Mgr. SPEAKER :—'‘ The hon.. Member’s: ‘dn st s He
may resume his seat.’’

*Sr1 B..GANGAYYA NAIDU :—‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I now
rise to say something about the Budget proposals that are placed
before us for our consideration and acceptance. -As some hon.
Members have already observed, the districts of Visakhapatnam
and Srikakulam are very backward. The economic condition of the
people living in the two districts is very low. These two districts
have a total population of 45 lakhs. They are full of zamindari
areas. Prior to the Zamindari Abolition Act the  estates  were
managed by the big zamindars who. never cared “to improve the
irrigation sources of their vast tracts of lands. They never cared
for the welfare of the tenants and maintenance of proper irrigation
facilities by developing irrigation tanks and channels. After the
passing of the Zamindari Abolition Act, some of the big zamins
were taken over by the Government while some were left out. The
Madugole estate was one which was not taken over by the
Government under the purview of that Act. The estate is
managed by the estate officials. Rents are being collected in
accordance with the provisions of the Rent Reduction Aet. The
estate officials are not paying concentrated attention to their work.
They have neglected to effect improvement ‘in the agricultural lands
that have been taken over. They are taking the law into their
hands and are doing things as they like.

‘‘ There are many dharmila inams existing in Visakhapatnam
district under which cultivating tenants have got occupancy rights.
In spite of the fact the Government have taken over the estates,
the Government have issued orders to the Revenue Board and
Collectors to issue pattas to the inamdars. The inamdars
encouraged by this, are taking the law into their own hands, an¢
consequently a lot of litigation has cropped up between the inam-
dars and the poor tenants. This should be put an end to.

““ There are two major projects in Visakhapatnam district
which have long been neglected. Government have not at all paid
attention to them. The Arandel dam in Veeravalli taluk in
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Visakhapatnam district is one. This dam is intended to impound
the waters of the river ‘ Sarada ’. Some years ago the dam was
completed but due to the subsequent cyclone the whole. construe-
tion was washed away. If the dam is completed again it would
prevent the water from going waste into the sea. The surplus
water if properly utilised would irrigate about 20,000 acres. In
spite of representations to the Government to take up that scheme
and thus benefit the people of Visakhapatnam district, the Govern-
ment have not yet taken it.up«. Even though they promised at
first, subsequently the promise was not implemented. In this
connexion 1 plead for ‘the-early construction. of the Arandel dam
which would facilitate ‘the production of commercial crops

““ There is one other major irrigation scheme, viz., the Budderu
scheme near Konam in Veeravalli taluk.  The surplus water that
goes to'the sea can be wutilised for irrigating 20,000 acres of land.
The Government should immediately take theitwo major schemes
which I have mentioned and thus increase the fertility of our area.
If these two ‘schemes are completed our food problem will be
nearly solved. h

** Coming to the facilities provided for the upliftment of Hari-
jans the Government say that they have dome this and that.
According to the rules in force, Sir, the Government have allowed
Harijans to cultivate banjar lands themselves. There is a village
in Veeravalli taluk called Kalikota. There -is a big tank called
the Nook Naidu tank. The poramboke lands are being cultivated
by the Harijans. But the village munsif of that place in spite of
the fact that he owns about 250 acres of land is trying to evict
these Harijans from these lands. 'With the help of the President o:
the District Congress Committee the village munsif got orders from
the officers to evict the poor Harijans. The District Collector who
did not inspect the spot, confirmed that order. The poor Harijans
are now on the verge of eviction. TIs this the way the Government
are helping the Harijans?

*“ T.shall now pass. on to the proposals for taxation that are
embodied in the Budget. Before going into the question of taxa-
tion let us/examine whether the economie position of the people in
Visakhapatnam /district is sound enough to bear the additional tax
burden. The economic condition of the masses is very low. The
income of the ryots is mainly dependent on two factors, viz., the
seasonal conditions and the stability of the prices that they could

. get for the produce of their lands. We have to examine these two

factors first and foremost before embarking on any measure of
taxation.

““ Before T go into it, I wish to submit a few words about the
economic condition of the people in the Visakhapatnam district.
It may be that the ryots produce sufficient paddy, fodder and
commercial crops, but the prices have gone down this year. At
the beginning of the agricultural operations in the fields, the ryots
have to take loans from money-lenders and after the harvest is over,
they find that they are able to realise only a fourth or fifth of the



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 763
YEAR 1952-53

9th July 1952) [Sri B. Gangayya Naidu]

cost incurred by them for the purpose of production. Thus, they
are not able to discharge their loans taken from the money-lenders,
with the result that a large number of suits are being filed in the
court by the money-lenders for the recovery of the amounts due to
them on pro-notes executed in their favour. In this way, the ryots
are suffering very much; and that is generally the economic condi-
tion of the tenant population in -the district. What I submit is
this. It is true there is a deficit in the Budget, but it can be made
up by other methods, without having recourse to new taxes. For
instance, although Prohibition was introduced with good intentions
with a view to better the condition of the poor people how far has
the condition of the people been improved, we must find out. If
you go tc the villages, everywhere you will find that illicit arrack is
being produced and sold. Thus, the purpose of the Aet, the spirit
of the Act is gone, and it is not necessary therefore to retain still
that law on the Statute Book. By scrapping that law and auction-
ing toddy and arrack shops, I am sure the Government will get
back Rs. 17 erores which can be utilized for the carrying out of
irrigation schemes. I submit therefore that the new taxes proposed
are unjust, inequitable, unreasonable and opposed to all canons of
social justice.| I oppose the new taxation proposals; not only I,
but the people who elected me, the people of my constituency, the
pecple of my taluk and of my district—all of them certainly oppose
these new taxation proposals.””

* Srr K. S. LAKSHMIPATHY NAICKER :—‘‘ &euith U Bt
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(At this stage the Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair.)

. * Sr1 L. LAKSHMAN DAS :—** Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,10-30
I take this as a proud privilege to speak .on the first Budget *™
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presented to the House. If one goes through the Budget care-
fully without any prejudice in one’s mind, one can see some special
leatures in it. It deals with the problems of kisans, weavers,
Harjans and the hill tribes. Of course the amount allotted to
these items are not quite sufficient, but the Hon. Mr. Subra-
manyam gives us to understand that the Government are eager to
improve these four classes of people. Therefore, I congratulate
Mr. Subrahmanyam on the hape he has created in us.

** 1 wish to submig-that all these four classes of people were
being ignored all these 150 or 200 years. When we prepare the
Budget for our family, we see the income first and then adjust our
expenditure. ~But ‘when preparing :the Budget for a State, it is
essential that we should first look into the expenditure and then
prepare the Budgeét. If we wish progress in the country, it is
but natural that we shouid have inore of expenditure, and a deficit
Budget is. not therefore ranything —out of ~the ordinary. The
Hon. Mr. Subrahmanyam has now presented a deficit Budget: he
could have avoided the new taxes if only he wanted the apprecia-
tion of every one of us, but he never wanted cheap popularity; he
rightly asks us that we should sanction the new taxes.

** Bo far as the new taxation proposals are eoncerned, I feel
that the tax on the agriculturists is' mot a welcome move, not on
sentimens only, but because the poor ryot is already carrying a
heavy load and any extra load will break his~back. 1 want to
suggest, if 1 may, an alternative. At present the ecommission agents
are exempted {rom paying sales tax : they are actunally doing regular
business, they are purchasing, selling, advancing and doing all
sorts of business; and yet they style themselves as commission
wet ayacut and concentrate their attention moré on the eulti-
vation of dry lands. Due to failure of monsoons and the dvying
up of tanks, wet lands have been practically left ‘uncultivated:
and so far as.dry lands are concerned, it is well-known that the
people have work only for about. four months in the year and
they have to sit/idle for ‘the other eight “months. T therefore
submit that unless steps. are taken immediately to improve the
irrigation facilities in the taluk, people will icontinue to suffer.
The supply channels to some of the big tanks have silted up and
do not allow the easy flow of water except on occasions when the
taluk receives more than 25 inches of rain. Moreover, some of
the supply channels which breached some fifty or sixty years ago
have not been repaired at all. The area is a hilly tract and if
only the supply channels are repaired and the breaches found
here and there are closed up, rain water is bound to be*conserved
in the tanks and it can be used for purposes of irrigation when-
ever required. The Agali and Madhudi ‘tanks which have the
largest ayacut under them have their supply channels ﬂowxpg from
the Mysore Btate; it is understood they have been some iime ago
bunded up and water has been diverﬁed to some other tanks in
agentis only with a view to avoid paying sales-tax. I request the
Government to consider this matter carefully. ;
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: A.gam,\as‘ regards the collection of sales tax, in certain areas
it is not effectively done. I request the Government to see that
collection work is done more regularly and effectively, o that we'
can have an increase in the receipts under this head.

** As regards distribution of money under the various heads,
1 find some injustice has been done to the undeveloped areas. In
order to avoid any charge of discrimination, 1 would submis that
the Government should divide the State into developed areas and
undeveloped areas, distribute all the moneys to the undeveloped
areas, making the deweloped' areas wait = for" some time till the
undeveloped areas eome tq the level of the developed areas. For
instance, in the/districts of Srikakulam and Visakhapatnam, the
population is mearly 40 lakhs and an area, 200 miles in length,
has been neglected all thesé years. Hven in the present Budget,
we find this area has been neglécted and nothing is' provided in
the Budget for the development of this area. L request that
the Government should take into account the distress now prevailing
in those ‘districts “and see that something is done to relieve the
sufferings of ‘the people. So far as my district is eoncerned, God
has given us good rivers, important rivers like Vamsadhara,
Nagavalli, Bahuda, Mahendra Tanaya, etc., ande we also have
hundreds of big'tanks; but it is only due to lack of Lhuman effcrts
that we have not been able to improve the conditions of irrigation
there. 1f things are allowed to go on like this for any length of
time, I may warn the Government that the people will not
tolerate any negligence on the part of the Government.

‘“ Coming now to the Public Works Department, I say 1t 15 a
Public Waste Department so far as my district i1s concerned. I
shall give you an instance where we have been deceived, or neg-
lected by the départment. We were long agitating for the
Vamsadhara Project, it won’t cost more than Rs. 8 crores, and it
would give us an ayacut of about 3 lakhs of acres, double crop ; and
again, according to official estimates, it will give a return of
2.5 per cent on the investment. Tt is well-known that most of the
present-day projects jare not expected to yield even .13 per cent.
We were told that this project would be included in the five-year
plan, but it was not. After the recent elections, some of the
leaders in our district representing all parties, inciuding Mr. V. V.
Giri who is now the Liabour Minister in the Central Government,
waited on the then Public Works Minister Mr. Sitarama Reddi;
but we were greatly surprised when he revealed to us that the
official estimates would not be completed for another two years,
i.e., not until the year 1954. Only this morning I received a wire
from my taluk and its contents are :

¢ We learn i igation of Vi di scheme is d. Three.f h
of i igation has already been 1 R ining works may take only,
two monthe ; stoppage of work is great loss to public funds and local people pray

ion of the i i i

he

issue orders for
So, if the investigation has been stopped, I submit it is a great
injustice done to our area.

A—5
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‘' Taking up the question of inams, there are already 1,100
inams in our district and the half-hearted inam legislation has
created a lot of confusion in the district. Unless some amendment
is made immediately in view of the judgments given by the High
Court and the Supreme Court, terrible results will follow for
the people and also for the Government. I will refer to one
instance which happened recently. Last month an inamdar with
about 500 people went to the field, and wonderfully enough, the
Sub-Inspector of Police had, the.audacity to go along with  the
namdar and open firewon the people there. We are now waiting
to see how the Government will react so far as this incident is
concerned.

‘* Before 1 resume my seat, I must say that the Government
are doing great injustice to the rural area.’’ | (At this stage, the
Deputy Speaker sounded the gong to indicate that the hon. Members
time is up and the Member resumed his seat.)

* Srr R. SIDDANNA GOWD :—* Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
1 come from the constituency of a backward traet in the backward
district of Anantapur in Rayalaseema, i.e., Madakasira, which is
like a peninsula surrounded on three sides by the progressive
State of Mysore. We have had occasions to wisit the border
villages of that State with good approaches and a welcome appear-
ance on all sides, besides being provided with good roads, efficient and
well-organized amedical and educational institutions, and last but
not least, with electric power. We feel envious of the good for-
tune of our brethren across the border and sorry at our own fate
that we are not destined to have the same benefits on this side,
though both of us now form an integral part of the same Indian
Union. We are eagerly looking forward to the day when the
Andhra Province will be formed, so that we can then at least
claim to be integrated with the Mysore State, not.only on the
basis of geographical and contiguous position but also on the basis
of language affinity, in case the formation of the Andhra Province
is not immediately followed by the formation of the Karnataka
Province. - Whatever it may be, we now request the Government
to mnegotiate ‘with the State of; Mysore and see to it that we are
provided with eleetric. power as expeditiously ‘as possible. Our
taluk was once called the * garden ” of the Anantapur district,
on account of its extensive coconut, areca, plantain and jack-
fruit gardens covering thousands of acres. Unfortunately, how-
ever, that area has now become a Sahara to us. The gardens Lave
disappeared and the agriculturists ‘have become hea.\_rily i.ndpbted
and impoverished, mostly on account of the financial strain to
whiich they were put, by having to deepen old wells and sink more
and more new wells in order to save their gardens and by having
to purchase bullocks for lifting up water from dee_p wells, ete.
I remember in the year 1926, the Government, rea.hzing the bad
condition of the people there, were pleased to remit a large sum
of money due from the agriculturists under the Liand Improve-
mients Act and the Agriculturists’ Loans Act. The situation has
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not improved since those days; the ryots have had to neglect the
wet ayacut and concentrate their attention more on the culti-
vation of dry lands. Due to failure of monsoons and the drying
up of tanks, wet lands have been practically left uncultivated ;
and so far as dry lands are concerned, it is well-known that the
people have work only for about four months in the year and
they have to sit idle for the other eight months. I therefore
submit that unless steps are taken immediately to improve the
irrigation facilitics in the taluk, people’ will continue to suffer.
The supply channéls to some of the big taunks have silted up and
do not allow the easy flow of watec except on occasions when the
taluk receives more than 25 .inches of rain. Moreover, some of
the supply chaonels which breached some fifty or sixty years ago
have not been repaired at all. Thearea is a hilly tract and if
only the supply channels are Trepaired and the breaches found
here and there are glosed up, rain water is bound to be conserved
in the tanks and it ean be used for purposes of irrigation when-
ever required. The Agali and Madhudi tanks which have the
largest ayacut under them have their supply channels flowing from
the Mysore State ; it is understood they have been some time ago
bunded up and water has been diverted to some other tanks in
Mysore, to the detriment of our' rights to our share of water:
It is regrettable that our representations to the Government in
regard to this matter have fallen on deaf ears. L am exceedingly
sorry to bring to the notice of this House that-the authorities
in the  Mysore State promulgated an order under section 144,
Criminal Procedure Code, when our people proceeded to the spot
in order to protect their water rights. Our Government have
not done anything in the matter so far, though it was brought
to the notice of ﬁ:e then Chief Minister during his visit to our
taluk in 1950. It is this neglect of the chief sources of supply,
the non-restoration of breached tanks and the non-repair of the
supply channels that has brought about the ruin of .our gardens
and the ruin of our people economically. May I, therefore, with
all the earnestness at my command, request the Hon. the Chief
Minister now, to order an investigation into this matter and make
due provision for the improvement of irrigation facilities in the
next year's Budget? ' Liet me submit that-these'tanks are the
chief sources of water-supply to the reservoirs, wells and spring
channels lower down the tanks, and the receipt of at least two
months’ supply in alternate years will restore the past glory
of our taluk, besides creating enormous savings to the Govern-
ment of money now being lost in the shape of remissions in the
case of wet lands granted to us year after year.

““ Let me also tell the Hon. the Chief Minister that we are so
broken down by chronic indebtedness that we will not be able to
contribute our share of expenditure as envisaged in the Budget
speech of the Hon. the Finance Minister.

““ I see in the Budget Memorandum supplied to us that larger
amounts have been spent year after year for the restoration of
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works in other areas for conserving the waters of the rivers, but
none of the projects taken up in our district, or proposed to be
taken up in future, will be of any help to us. Tanks are the
only sources of supply to us either now or in the future and
therefore it becomes necessary that the suggestions and proposals
made by me should be investigated and works taken up as expedi-
tiously as possible. T made a suggestion to Mr. Kudva, Member
of the Board of Revenue, when he visited the district during March
last that before starting famine relief measures, the tank works
referred to by me should be taken up first; because they would help
the Grow More Food campaign. It ‘“is regrettable to note that
not one of the supply chanmels which would be of lasting benefit
to us was taken/up, but only works of little orino value at all,
hke the raising or’widening of tank bunds, were taken up.””
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. *Sr1S. C. C. ANTHONY PILLAI :—*‘ Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, first of all, let me congratulate the Hon. the Finance Minister
for his lucid exposition of ‘the Budget. In this connexion, let
me make a suggestion to him, namely, that in future when the
Budget speech isiprinted and| eirculated to. Members, it should be
printed and circulated not only. in the Hnglish language, but also
in the Tamil, Telugu and Malayalam languages ibecause a large
number of members of this House are proficient only in their
mother-tongue. £

‘* Sir, let me also congratulate the Hon. the Chiei Minister
for realizing that full democracy can only function if the electorate
is encouraged to take an informed interest in the public finances
of this State. In pursuance of that general attitude, may I also
make a suggestion to the Hon. the Finance Minister that a popu-
lar compendium of the Budget proposals and. the implications
thereof, may also be published, as is done, say, in the Corporation
of Madras. Tf such a compendium. is published; may I make a
suggestion that in the pictorial depicting of the implications of
the Budget, the.Hon. the Finance Minister .may be represented
as a modern Robinhood receiving offerings of jewels from the
womenfolk of the State and distributing them to the several
Ministers for being transmuted into irrigation projects, river train-
ing schemes, and so on and so forth. That compendium may well
be entitled, ¢ An intelligent A Women’s Guide to Congress
Canitalism.’ ;

*“ Sir, 'since you have allotted me only a few minutes, I can
only offer a few general remarks with regard to the Budget. A
Budget is the acid test as to whether a party in power is trans-
lating its election promises into actual executive jperformance.
Let us apply this acid test to the Budget. I submit, Sir, that
there has been once again a betrayal of the confidence of the masses
who have voted for the Congress. IL.say advisedly ‘ once again’
for this reason. In 1946 too the people of the State were exhorted
to cast their votes for the Congress and the people of the Htate
were told that if they voted for the Congress their vete would
imply that there would be the ushering in of Ramarajya. But
the bitter experience of tMe people of the State is this. During
the last five years, they did not experience Ramarajya, but, if T
may say so, they experienced the rule of Ramarajya. - The poli-
cies, the practices and the misrule of these five years are sought
to be perpetuated in this particular Budget under discussion.

““ Tet us take some of the important election pledges made by
the Congress Party to the electorate in the recent elections. T will
read from the FElection Manifesto of the Congress. It is said
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that ‘ the objective of the Congress is the attainment of a co-
operative commonwealth based on equality of opportunity, of

litical and economic social rights and aiming at world peace and
fellowship.” The manifesto frankly confesses ‘ Inequalities have
been accentuated during recent years largely in consequence of
illegitimate gains from blackmarketing, tax evasion, certain forms
of speculation and other anti-social activities.’

‘* The manifesto then goes on to give the categorical promise
that ' the tax structure should be“examined and other raethods
explored for bringing aboui_a, reasonable relationship between the
minimum and maximum ineomes, both in the private and the public
sectors in keeping with the'economic condition of the country.’

‘“ If we examine the taxation proposals placed before the House
by the Hon.'the Finanhce Minister, 'we find that this particular
election promise, viz., that taxation would be so adjusted as to
be an instrument of levelling up incomes in this country has not
been fulfilled.” Far from levelling up incomes, the taxation pro-
posals are so framed as to enrich the wealthy and pauperise the
poverty-stricken. That is the main eriticism that T would like to
level against this Budget. It is usual to refer to the two calamities
of the twentieth eentury as World War I and World War II.
submit that-any future writer on public finance in this country
will refer to the periods when the greatest amount of suffering
through taxation was inflicted mpon the people of the State of
Madras as Rajaji-Regime 1 and Rajaji Regime 2. It was during
the Rajaji Regime 1, that the sales tax, a' venomous method of
exploiting’ the people, and the calamity of prohibition which
reduced the revenues of the State were introduced. The people of
this State who had long suffered under the sales tax expected a
lightening of their burden as a result of the fall in prices. Instead
of allowing the natural process of falling prices to reduce the
burden of taxation on the poor, this Ministry comes: forward to
devise new and heinous methods for taxing the poor.” Up till
now, the sales’ tax has been levied on intangible commodities.
Now we are treated to a mew form of Sales Tax, namely sales
tax on services. The proposed surcharge of ‘ome pie per ile on
bus fares is but/ another form of sales tax on transport services.
Even a commercially’ prosperous State like. Bombay levied the
sales tax only as a single point; tax. It was left to the Congress
Ministry of this State to levy sales tax as a multi-point tax. The
revenue derived from the tax soared from Rs. 34 lakhs in 1939 to
something like Rs. 15} crores in 1952. Not satisfied with this
Rs. 153 crores by this method of exploitation, another Re. 2 crores
18 sought to be realized from the poverty-stricken people of this
State by the levy of a surcharge on bus fares.

‘“ There is another reason why I oppose the levy of a surcharge
on bus fares. The Government of India set up the Motor Vehicles
Taxation Enquiry Committee. The report of that Committee is
now available to the public. It will be remembered that the
committee pointed out that the tax on motor vehicles in India is

11
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the highest in the world and that the tax on motor vehicles in
the Madras State is the highest among all the States of the Indian
Unfon. Despite these glaring facts, this Ministry wants to impose
further taxes on motor vehicles. We understand that the recom-
mendations of the Motor Vehicles Taxation Enquiry Committee
are still under the consideration of the Government of India.
Therefore, I suggest that the fair and honourabie course of action
for this Government to take is to postpone, if not altogether give
up, the present taxation proposal.’”

DEPUTY SPEAKER :—‘' The hon."Member has got only two
more minutes.”’

* Srr S. CaC. ANTHONY . PLLIEAT :—“ " It 'is very difficult,
Sir, to offer my remarks on the whole Budget within ten minutes.

** Let me_ briefly refer to the major lapses from the promises
made to the .electorate during the recent General Elections. In
its election ‘manifesto, the Congress pledged ilself! to nationaliza-
tion of transport services. We do not see any such proposal in
this Budget.. We have heard from the lips of the Hon. Minister
himself during question time that there will be no extension of
nationalization —of transport services. 'This again s a gross
betrayal of an election pledge.

““ Tuet us take education. It has been promised in the Congress
election manifesto that illiteracy will be completely wiped out
within ten years. But s there- any  proposal-in this Budget to
give larger grants or subsidies to local boards and educational
mstitutions to wipe out.illiteracy? Far from that being the case,
the Government are trying to pass on the burden to local
authorities and private - educational institutions. It is stated:
in the Budget speech' of the Hon. the TFinance Minister
that there are about 4 lakhs of public servants who are eligible for
educational concessions and that a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs has been
provided for additional educational grants. This works out to
about eight annas per month-for each child of a public servant.
Does each. publie. servant spend only eight annas' per month on
the education of ‘his-children? Who, then, is. going to bear the
excess expenditure? L 'submit that the poor local boards are going
to be burdened for the educational concessions‘announced by the
Government.

: ““ Liet us take the revenue derived ‘from the tax on motor
vehicles. In 1939, out of Rs. 80 lakhs of revenue derived through
the tax on motor vehicles, Rs. 75 lakhs was given to local autho- -
rities as compensation for loss of tolls. To-day the total revenue
from the motor vehicles tax is in the neighbourhood Rs. 385 lakhs.
Of this amount how much does this Ministry propose to
give to local bodies? A bare Rs. 90 lakhs. If the loc.al
authorities are going to be starved of funds, _they .wxll
be hard put to implement the educational concessions given
to employees of local bodies. 3

“ T.et us take another Congress election promise. .'[f was said
that the standard of living of the employees would be improved as
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soon as a Congress Ministry came into power.”” (The Deputy
Speaker sounded the gong to indicate that the hon. Member’s time
is up, and the hon. Member resumed his seat.)

*8rt C. PRABHAKARA CHOWDARY :—‘‘ Mr. Deputy
Speaker, 8ir, in discussing the Budget, the first and the most impor-
tant thing is the food problem. Fifty lakh tons of food are
imported into India from foreign countries, and Madras State gets
2 lakh tons from the Central Government. KEach ton costs
Rs. 400. Thus, Rs. 200 crores from our country of which Rs. 8
crores is from our Stateis going: out to foreign countries every
year. The other day an hon. Member belonging to the Minis-
terialist Party said that it worked out to Re: 200 per acre for the
construction of projects’ in Rayalaseema.: In other words, if we
spend at the rate of Rs. 200 per acre, we can construet the pro-
jeets. HEach racre will ‘produce nearly three-fourths ton of rice.
If we spend Rs, 250 per acre, we:can produce one' ton of rice.
But now we are paying Rs. 400 per ton for imported rice. If we
spend on the construction of irrigation projects the amount that
we spend on the import of foodgrains in one year, our State will
become self-sufficient. There are many irrigation schemes which,
if implemented, will bring about increased produetion of food.
This Budget does not provide for the execution of any irrigation
schemes to develop food production. Instead of spending on the
proper conservation and distribution of our water resources, the
Government wastéd huge sums on vanamahotsave and other things
during the last five years.

‘“ They have not made the country self-sufficient. ~Even now
they indulge in tall-talk about Vanamahotsava and that they want
to make Madras State self-sufficient in food. But they have nat
taken positive steps to increase the food production in our parts.
They pray for rains. They want more rains. But the rains that
haye already fallen have not been properly used. Only 7 per cent
of the Godavari water is being utilized by the people now. The
remaining 93 per dent goes waste into the sea. If this water
¢ould be properly utilized, we can make our State a surplus State
in food. Only Godavari water can make  the whole of Madras
State self-sufficient in regard to food. ' The schemes and projects
that have already been executed are not being attended to properly.
Huge sand deposits are .there in the Godavari river. The Goda-
vari water, therefore, is not quite sufficient for irrigating lands.
Gradually, less and less water is going to the fields. If big pro-
jects are not executed now, the Government can do certain other
f.hinﬁs immediately. Now electricity is supplied to our places.
‘With the aid of electric power, they can pump out water from
Godavari river to either side of the river and irrigate lands. This
can be easily done. For instance in Purushothapatnam there is
a pumping station. They are spending nearly Rs. 20 lakhs on this
‘station. 'With the help of this pumping station, we can irrigate
about 15,000 acres. For each acre it does mot cost more than
Rs. 2. But what is the yield? The yield is high. On an average
15 bags of paddy can be got from an acre. One bag of paddy

A—6
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will give half a bag of rice. That means we get three-fourths ton
of rice from an acre. There are some more profitable schemes.
At Alamuru, below the Godavari Anicut, water is agcumulated.
From there if we pump out water into the canal that is going by
the side of the river, we could supply water for the second crop
for at least 10,000 acres. The Government need not dig a canal
The canal is there already. They need not get water from any other
source. After the Godavari floods, water is going to the ocean. It
does not help anybody in.any way. 8o, I say that the water below
the anicut can be pumped out into; the canal. This costs very little
to the Government, because near that place,there is a pumping
station. This supplies water only for the firsticrop. The tse of
that pump set is. only up to November.. But afterwards it is use-
less. That pump set can be taken in the month of March or
April for supplying water for the second erop. The Government
need not invest any capital on this. A They have only to take the
pump from one place to amnother. 'The cost of remoyving pump
from ome place-to another is not much. The Government have
not paid-attention to even these small schemes.. The Government
do not pay any attention to the execution of projects to produce
more food. In Rajahmundry taluk, there is a huge area where
fresh water is-mot supplied to the people. If the = Governrment
should spend some Rs. 10 or Rs. 15 lakhs, they can"supply fresh
water, and they can also irrigate about 10,000 acres of land. The
Government may pump out water from Kadayam . . .”” (The
hon. Member had not concluded his speech when the Deputy
Speaker called on Mr. Ramasamy Thevar to speak.)

* Sr1 A. RAMASAMY THEVAR :—‘* Mr. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, I rise to support heartily the cautious Budget prepared with
much care and diligence by the Finance Minister Sri C. Subrama-
niam. While doing so, I wish to place before the Government
the following matters which require urgent attention on their
part :— ¢

(1) The execution of the Xattalai High Iievel Channel
Hxtension Scheme up to Vallam in the Tanjore district which will
enable the Government to bring under cultivation thousands of
acres in the course of three or four years.

(2) Most of the villages in. my constituency are to be sup-
plied with electricity exclusively for the installation of pumps for
agricultural purposes.

(38) Most of the tanks in Manikandam and Thogamalai areas
should be repaired urgently and made fit for irrigation. These
tanks have not been cared for for many years past.

(4) Mobile medical units should be introduced as an experi-
mental measure, as most of the villages have no hospitals closeby.

(5) The comprehensive water-works and drainage scheme in
the Tiruchirappalli town should be expedited. The water-works
scheme was designed some 50 years ago for one lakh of people.
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Now the population has gone up to 2} lakhs. I wish to bring
to the notice of the Government that the above scheme on com-
pletion will do immense good to the people of the town.

(6) In view of the increasing population of the town, medi-
cal facilities already provided in the Gandhi Memorial Headquarters
Hospital, Tiruchirappalli, are inadequate. —The Governmen§
should take immediate steps to push through the schemes.

(7) At present, Tiruchirappalli town has no good public play-
ground. When Sri C. Rajagopalachariarwas Chief Minister in
1987, he had the kindness—by the persuasion of the late Mr. Ratna-
velu Thevar, M.L.A., an ardent lover of games—to lease oub
for 80 years a_playground in: the Putfur maidan. " Subsequently
the lease period has been changed to five years: In the meantime
the playground has been taken over by the Government for the
construction of the headquarters hospital. The:Hon. the Chief
Minister knows the whole state of affairs. In a sporting manner,
I request 'the Hon. the Minister for T.and Revenue to allot
the Government land in the Cantonment area, adjacent to the
Union Club for the playground, for which act of gratitude, the
public of Tiruchirappalli will be ever thankful.

‘‘ Lastly, Sir, the bus service should be extended in some of
the taluks, namely, Manaparai, Musiri, etc. In.Tiruchirappalli
district for want of proper.roads, buses are not plying in some
places, and in the interest of the public, I request the Hon.
Minister for Transport to refer the matter to the Road Traffic
Board, Tiruchirappalli, to find out the exact position and introduce
more buses to ply in places where buses are very urgently required.

‘“ As regards the decontrol policy, Sir, T really congratulate
the Hon. the Chief Minister on the bold step of ordering decontrol
of foodgrains. As one in touch with the rural population, I make
bold to say that the defeat of the Congress in the recent elections
was mainly due to the food policy of the Government, and the
Chief Minister has rightly decontrolled foodgrains, which was long
overdue.

‘“ 8ir, the erities of the Prohibition policy of the Government
forget the benefits conferred on the poor class of people previously
addicted to drink. Mahatma Gandhi was always stressing this
aspect of the question. Whatever people may say of illicit drink-
ing and loss of revenue to the Government, I may point out that
backward communities like mine stand to benefit by this Pro-
hibition. The Hon. Chief Minister introduced Prohibition in
Salem in the year 1937, and I would earnestly request him to take
effective steps to put down illicit distillation and drinking by
ordering the infliction of severer punishments in these cases.

““ 8ir, T am in duty bound to say, in this connexion that the
long neglected Mukkulathur community, to which I have the
honour to belong, is numerically strong and is spread all over
South India. They are there from time immemorial. They are
socially, economically and educationally backward. Some of the
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Woﬁg‘ibts have also writtén that they were nomadic tribes in South
Iﬁﬁ_la. They have nothing to fall back upon: They are poot -
agricultural labourers and atre really in a very sad plight. Some

the hon. Members, Sti R. V. Swaminathan and the Raja of
Chéttinad, have eclearly pointed out their deplorable conditions at
present: Our Chief Minister knows this community very well.
They want only facilities to do agriculture peacefully, good roads
in their villages, etc. This community is entirely counting on the
Raja of Ramnad for their betterment and improvement in all
directions. I hope'the. Raja Sahib will readily concede my earnest
request, with_the assistance of his colleagues.. With folded arms,
1 appeal to Bri C. Rajagopalachariar mogt fervently in the name
of God to devote attention to . the uplift of my Mukkulathur
community.

“ Before I eonclude, I would like to place on record my humble
appregiation: of the services of the ablest and ‘isest satesman,
Sri C.. Rajagopalachariar, who has been sent by'God himself to
save this State. He is too well known for his ready wit and
hdmour. : Also his langhage is full of metaphors and, sirhiles. = I hé
newly elected Members of this Housé should be thaniful for his
able guidance in the parliamentary debates. -Onel hon. Member
in the Opposition said that the Budget is a Clerk’s. Budget, but,
8if, if ohé carefully looks into the Budget, one will see that it
has been prepared tinder the Hon. the Chief Minister’s dble stper-
vision.

*In fine, I may say here that our Agriculture Minister;

Dr. R. Nagapa Gowd is a _kind and sympathetic gentleman. As

a practical tiller of the soil, he is evincing keen interest in the
ithprovement of food production throdghout this State, and I am
sure he will kéep it up for the sake of this poer country.

_ . *“ Onice again I would like to congratulate the Hon. the Finance
Minister and other Ministers on this Budget which satisfies the
requirements of the poor man. Thank you, Sir.”’ 7

* Spr S. RADHAKRISHNAN :—‘‘ Mr. Deputy. Speaker, iSir,
after all these troubles; the Honi the Finanee Minister, Mr. C.
Subramaniam has presénted a famine budget-—rather a famine:
stricken budget. As usual, and as before, we, in the Opposition
afe oppositig this Budget on reasonable grounds. In the very
beginning, 1 oppose this Budget; Sir. The very foundations of the
Budget are not acceptable to us. This Budget has been prepared
just like the one presented by the old British East _Indla. Co_q)pbny-.
This has not been adjusted to the existing ¢onditions. This does
nét take note of the famiine conditions and illiteracy prevailing in
this State. I would like to point out to the notorious Members of
the other side who are working under the notorious leadership of an
extraordinary leader a quotation of a notorious author, Bernard
Shaw! He says, ‘ Organized as States . . . they not “m’\ly
commit the worst atrocities but claim the right to, commit them on
principle and glorify them as national triumphs.’ So, gutt‘mg of
telegraphic Wires was considered a mnational triumph, burning of
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“officés was considered a national triumph and removing fish-
plates and murdering thousands of mothers of children was consi-
deréd a national triumph. But I leave the matter to the other side
for consideration. Democracy should be maintained for the benefit
of all the classes impartially and without discrimination and hot for
a few privileged classes. not for a few landowners of Tanjore, not
for a few businessmen of Chettinad. not for the mill-owners of
Coimbatoré and not for a few Rajas and Kumararajas. But that
is not the case with regard to thig‘Budget. This Budget ainis at
taxing the poor and fe g the rich, exploiting the honest and the
innocent and encouraging ﬁie black-marketer. TPwo great mistakes
have been committed in preparing this Buddet; one on the revenue
side and the ofher on: the expenditare side. On the revenue side,
the Hon. the Finanee Minister has decidéd to squeeze the last drop
of blood from the Toiling millions, and on the expenditire side; he
has planned not for equitable distribution but for spending money
as uselessly and wastefully 48 a spendthrift would do.

** The Hon. the Finance Minister has shed tears, rathet croco-
dile tears, in explaining the famine conditions and the relief
measures adopted.in that connection. . But when you see the relief
measures put info practice, you will find that they are not stitable
for the occasion. There are proposals to levy a surcharge on land
revenue and leyy a betterment contribution: Is it the way of
growing more food and improving agriculture? No:. In the narme
of democracy and in the name of People’s Government, I charge
the Hon. the Finance Minister with inefficiency or ineapacity to
produce a balanced Budget. He has produeced a Budget which
exploits the poor. We may evenh eall it ‘ Congress autocraey ’.
I oppose the Budget on these grounds and I conelude my speech.’’

. *Bri 8. VENKATARAMA AYYAR ;—** Mi. Deputy Speaker,
Sir, it is a matter of just pride, and our Hon. the Finance Minister
certainly deserves our congratulations on the well-thought out and
cautious Budget which he has presented to this - House. Any
amount of eriticism can be showered on it, but I sayv none ¢an
improve upon it. It was prepared a% a time when there were tfying
conditions in the wake of famine abd when we had to spehd several
lakhs of rupees on' & number of relief easures.: It was clearly
unexpected expenditure. . I do not think the Hon. the Finance
Minister ¢ould have prepated a better Budget than the one present-
ed to us. Of c¢ourse, it closes with a defieit of Rs. 85 ¢rores:
Theréin cores a little bit of difficulty. How are we to inaké up
that deficiency and find funds for ameliorative measures and for
thé niormal running of the administration of the State? I ecan
pride myself on having something to do with the Budget prepara-
tion and the inner working of such administrations, of course, on a
modest séale in ¢onnecétion with the premier District Board, the
Tanjore District Board, which deals with about Rs. 70 lakhs every
year. 8o, I say it is easy to criticise but we must look at it from
a eonsttiictive point of view. I would submit to the House that
the Budget as presented is certainly a well-thought out one. Of
colirse, it is a conservative Budget. As it is the Hon. the Finance
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Minister seeks to impose on us some additional burden. Inevitably
perhaps he has to do it, considering the fact that there is a great
demand for various measures like irrigation projects, expansion of
medical institutions and educational buildings, development of roads
and communications, etc. These works cannot be stopped. Suffi-
cient funds have to be found for meeting normal expenditure, if
not for any extra expenditure. So, the Hon. the Finance Minister
has come forward with certain taxation proposals. T would confine
myself to the surcharge,on land revenue and make some concrete
suggestions. T come from the Tanjore district. It consists of two
deltas. One is the old/Cauvery delta and the other is the Cauvery-
Mettur Project area, the new delta.. 'Coming as.I do from the new
Cauvery-Mettur' Project area, I would say that there are a lot of
_representations made by the Tanjore mirasdars.  When I refer to
Tanjore district, I have to submit that there is a misconception that
the mirasdars are all rich landlords. But I may submit for the
information of this House that there are only ‘a handful of
rich mirasdars who own several thousands of acres of land. We
have to deal with the small landlords and mirasdars who own 38, 5
and 10 acres of land, and there is a considerable number of such
mirasdars. It will certainly be a very heavy burden on them if
the taxable minimum is fixed at Rs. 50. I would respectfully
submit to the Government that the minimum should be suitably
enhanced to at least Rs. 150, if the levy of a surcharge on land
revenue is inevitable.

‘“'As for the betterment contribution, the year 1943 is taken as
the basis for giving retrospective effect. That is rather too early
a period. . We can just put it at the date of the Bill itself or some-
where about 1950. Then, thirty times the net increase in
income is taken as the basis for the levy. That is rather heavy.
Twenty times the net income is usually taken as the basis for
awarding compensation in land acquisition cases. I think that
rate will be the safest basis for assessing the betterment contribu-
tion.

*“ As far as the Cauvery-Mettur Projeet-area .is eoncerned, I
wish to offer three or four concrete suggestions. . Firstly, the supply
of water to the tail end villages is meagre, scanty and belated. It
should be immediately attended to. ~Then there are about 3 lakhs
of acres of land in that area. Out of that, 2 lakhs of acres have
been brought under cultivation. About 50,000 acres of cultivsb!e
land still remain to be brought under cultivation. I would submit
for the information of the Government that there was a special
Department under a special Deputy Collector for this purpose.
Now it seems to have been abolished. It may be revived. Some
concrete proposals have already been put forward to bring these
50,000 acres of land under cultivation. Now th}:.t the zamins and
the inams have been abolished, there is no question of dispute over
the ownership of these lands. They can be easily brought under
cultivation. Plans have been designed for this purpose andsbrought
into effect in Pattukottai taluk. If there is earnestness and
interest, these 50,000 acres of land can be brought under cultivation.



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 81
YEAR 1952-53

9th July 1952]  [Sri 8. Venkatarama Ayyar]

‘“ There is a loud complaint about the land revenue assessment
in- the recently abolished inam and zamin villages. Now, on
account of the recent orders, the land revenue works out to
Rs. 16-10-0 per acre. That is the highest rate prevailing in the
Tanjore district, for the most fertile lands (only 42 acres) as a special
wet rate. There is absolutely no ground for taking that rate as the
basis. The ryots of the area and the Congress organizations have
made several representations in this matter to the Hon. the Revenue
Minister and the Hon. the Chief Minister. I would only request
the Government not to.take .into consideration the highest rate
prevailing in the old-deltay Nadu Cauvery and Tirukkattupalli,
consistent with the fundamental object of the Rent Reduction Act
and the Estates/Abolition Act, the rents prevailing ini the inam and
zamin villages must-be reduced to the level of the ryotwari assess-
ment in the neighbourhood. The highest rate ' in  Pattukkottai
taluk works out to'Rs. 8 per acre for ryotwari lands. In these
circumstances, the rate of Rs. 16-10-0 per acre is unjust and inequi-
table. L request the Hon. the Revenue Minister and the Hon. the
Chief Minister to consider our representations and give us suitable
relief.

‘“ Sir, there are now three different rates in vur-area. But the
soil of all lands is of the same tharam. In the Pattukkottai taluk,
inam and zamin-villages have been recently abolished ‘and taken
over by the Government. The Government should, place the new
ryotwari pattadar in the recently abolished zamin-and inam yillages
on the same level as the ryot in the old ryotwari tract. The
tenants in the old ryotwari tract pay at the rate of Rs. 8 per acre
of land, including water-cess. But the ryots in the new ryotwari
villages who paid cash rent are asked to pay Rs. 5 per acre plus
water-cess of Rs. 10. 8o, it works out to Rs. 15 per acre. Ryots
in the recently converted inam villages who have acquired the
status of ryotwari pattadars (who paid grain rent or amani) are
asked to pay Rs. 16-10-0 per acre plus water cess of Rs. 10. So it
works out to Rs. 26-10-0 per acre. This sorti of disparity should
not be allowed to continue. Therefore, I request the Government
to treat all the ryots equally and place them on an equal level.

‘“ With reference to ‘private lands, ownership rests with the
inamdar. The relationship between the landlord and the man who
actually tills the soil is getting strained. There must be some sort
of legislation to confer the right of ownership on the man who
actually cultivates the land and to give some compensation to the
inamdar. In this nebulous state of affairs, the relationship between
the poor inamdar who owns 5 or 10 acres and the actual cultivator
is getting strained. There must be some sort of effective legisla-
tion so as to make the inamdar and the tenants lead 4 contented
and peaceful life. If a man who has been actually cultivating the
land is to be given some right, that right must be conferred on him
without any further delay, so that the relationship between the
landlord and the actual cultivator may be cordial.

““ T would like to make one more suggeption to the Government
though it is not within the purview of this Government. With a
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view to iner food production and give greater facilities for
moving grains from our surplus district to other places, for
example, from Pattukkottai to Ramanathapuram and other places,
I would request the Government to xecommend to the Central
Govgrnmeut to take up the formation of the railway line from
Tanjore to Pattukkottai at an early date. The guarantee required
has already been given by the Madras Government to the Central
Government and the latter have deferred taking up the gquestion
in view of the Karaikudi line.. But now that the Karaikudi-Aran-
tangi line has been gompleted, I would like the Madras Government
to impress on the Government of India the mecessity of taking up
the Tanjore-Patfukkottai line so that paddy and other grains may
be moved easily from this sarplus - district- to the neighbouring
deficit digtriets.’

* Sp1 K. R.ISAMBANDAM :—‘“ Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it
is a great pleasure to me to participate in the budget discussion. I
want to state that the backward communities as a whole are not
at all taken care of. The amount allotted for the uplift of the back-
ward communities is too small. ~Most of them are in the villages
and are working for the improvement of the fields and ogher things.
They are not at all cared for. Hven during the regime of the last
Ministry this matter was brought to the notice of the House by
hon. Members Sri R. V. Swaminathan and Sri A. Subramaniam.
But nothing has taken place till now. 1 would like to urge upon
the Government to form a separate Department Like the Harijan
Welfare Department and do something for the betterment of these
people. So far as the Harijans are concerned, the amount allotted
to them is also insufficient. The two communities are working
hand in hand in the villages. But the present Grovernment did not
take any measures to uplift either the Harijans or the backward
communities as a whole.. The backward communities have been
allotted Rs. 10 lakhs which is not at all sufficient. At least Rs. 50
lakhs must be allotted for the uplift of the backward communities
as a whole. So far as the Harijans are concerned; at least one
crore of rupees should be allotted. Then only we ¢an at least
improve the conditions. of the agrieuiturists. If we do something
for the backward communities as a whole and the Harijans, it will
mean that we are improving the lot of the aj riculturis,ns_ as a whole.
So far as the urban people are concerned, they are mainly depend-
ing upon the agriculturists. But, what we have done for the
agriculturists as a whole is very little. Even when the Britishers
were here, they did not do anything for the uplift of the agricul-
turists. They have no proper roads and they have no elementary
schools. Yet, the Government are not coming forward to do some-
thing to improve their condition. If thq Government do not _faqe
the problem properly, I fear that a day will come when the agricul-
turists as a whole would unite togetl§er and start a non-co-operation
movement just like what they _dld in France. Because, they are
downtrodden and nobody is taking care of them.

““ 8o far as the Education policy is congerned, _adequate prqvi~
sion ‘has not been made in this Budget. Even during the election
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time, the Congress people as well as the non-Congress people spoke
a lot about education and other things. We quoted ﬁhe songs of
Bharathiar also which said,
¢ Br® Csmmith 2 o BErEG)
U@ e uerefl. . -
G50 swell QETBsr o u,é ,Suﬁ@Js@
Qenrwna m@,&w 2

What steps have been taken by the Governmeut so far? We are not
in a position to open either schools ‘orcolleges. The Governmenti
are not only not able to.open more schools and colleges themselves,
but they are not allowing others also to open these, by insist-
ing on an endowment, of Rs. 85,000. Is this the way of educating
the masses? Most.of the people are uneducated here.. When the
Britishers were here only 7 per cent of the population were educat-
ed. Thanks to thé Christian missionaries, they tried in the name of
religion to do.something for the uplift of the masses as a whole.
Now, after five years the percentage of educated peopie ha.s risen
to 13. Still, 87 per cent of the population are uned That
is why, durmg election time, we followed the system of having
symbols on-the ballot boxes. If by chance a foreigner had visited
our place during the elections, he would at once have said that here
in India human-beings were not testing the electi but only
animals were contesting the elections. Most of the people are
uneducated and that is why we had to resort to the symbol system.
‘We must try hard to educate the masses, by encouraging those who
come forward to start schools and colleges. The poor managers
of the aided schools are forced to give Rs. 8 for a teacher as the
management grant.  So most of the people are not coming forward
to run schools. Once, the King of Japan in one of his speeches
said that there must not be a single uneducated man in his country.
In that way they achieved their object. DBut, in India sufficient
money. is not spent on education. There are not sufficient number
of schools and colleges for the students. If there is shortage of
teachers, why not some more training schools: and- colleges be
started in some of ‘the districts? If the pay cf the teachers is
increased, ‘more people will come to work as: teachers. At pre-
sent, their pay is very low and that is why many people are not
coming forward to work as teachers. In order to save money on
big buildings, we can change the University education rules in such
a way as to allow those students who study privately to appear for
the examination after paying a nominal fee for the examination
and other things and get a certificate. By adopting this method,
the Government as well as the students can save time and money.
People must be allowed to study prlva.tely and appear for examina-
tions even while they are working in workshops and firms.

‘“ 8o far as Prohibition is concerned, it is unconstitutional.
The individual privilege is affected by it. Every man is entitled
to drink. Even during the Vedic period, people were allowed to
drink what was called soma juice. KEven in the puranas, we come
across angels and Gods who were addicted to drink. This privilege
is being denied to us now. So far as the Americans are concerned,

A7
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most of them are educated. Yet, they are not in a position to
follow the principle of Prohibition. In one of his speeches,
Mr. G. D. H. Cole praises the way in which they removed the
salt tax, but when he deals with Prohibition policy, he criticises it.
He considers toddy as the poor man’s food. He does not consider
it as liquor. In Malaya, a kind of control is brought into force by
which they allow the sale of fresh toddy alone and in the evenings
all the remaining unsold toddy will be destroyed. We can also
follow some such method. ~With these few words, I oppose the
Budget.””

* Sr1 B. VATKUNTA BALIGA :—‘* Mr.. Deputy Speaker,
8Sir, I rise to support the Budget. . Liet me say a few words by way
of introduction. The Budget is not a thing that has grown over-
night. It is a continuation, a chronological continuation of what
has been' done, attempted to be done and was being done by the
previous Government. To that extent, the Government of to-day
are bound by what has beenundertaken before. -In addition to that,
there are other basic facts which control the Budget to a very large
extent. Certain extraordinary events that have happened during
the year are very, very important. The expenditure of Rs. 41 lakhs
in comnection with the last elections has some-part to play as an
influencing consideration in framing this Budget. The relief granted
to the Non-Gazetted Officers will cost about Rs. 50 lakhs. Further-
more, we have got the burden of the Rayalaseema famine that will
cost something like six crores of rupees. After the presentation of
the Budget, there has been plenty of criticism.in this House by
Members of all parties. There have been critical articles written
in the Press. Furthermore, conferences and study circles have
been formed. All these have given us a wealth of information which
is really very instructive. If we analyse all these criticisms, and
compare this Budget with the Budgets of previous years, we will
find that all these eritici resolve th lves into four categories.
The first is the ideological criticism, ariging from ideological differ-
ences. In this respeet, I find that there has been much expenditure
of powder and shot in attacking approach roads without being able
to put even a single bombshell in the citadel of the Budget. The
next category is informative criticism conveying' to the Govern-
ment information on yarious subjects which is very useful. The
third is the kind of criticism that arises out of a grievances-enter-
taining complex which makes one find fault at any cost and under
any circumstances with everything and try to put the Government
always in the wrong. The fourth is the criticism arising out of
procedural differences. If possible, I shall try to answer all these
things to the extent time will permit me. Having mentioned the
basic facts and having perused over a thousand pages of printed
Budget matter and over thirty pages of the Budget speech and
taking into account all that has been said, I find that the Budget
is well-balanced, judicious and cautious. It cannot be bettered by
anybody. iSo far as the expenditure is concerned, I think that not
a single head could be omitted. TLast year, we spent Rs. 64 crores
and this year we are going to spend about Rs. 71 crores under
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Part A, items 1 to 33, under Revenue Expenditure including Capital
Outlay. Having regard to the increase in the population and having
regard to the amenities that have to be provided in the fields of
education, public health, sanitation and others, this increase in the
expenditure to the extent of Rs. 7 crores cannot be said to be exces-
sive. It would be difficult, nay impossible to reduce this amount
to any extent.

‘“ If we analyse these items from 1 to 33, I can prove beyond a
shadow of doubt that not one of the'heads that have been selected
can be cut down. You are aware that our population is 56,800,000
and if we analyse the Budget we will find that'we spend about
71 crores of rupees on them every year. It comes to about fourteen
rupees per head per year which means Re. 1-4-0 per. month per
head. The whole criticiSm that has been levelled against the Gov-
ernment should be viewed from this background. I.et me now take
up Capital OQutlay outside revenue expenditure on which 19 crores
of rupees i8 proposed to be spent—eight crores of which: will go for
electricity and another eight crores for agriculture. Now. may I
ask ' hon. Members whether there is any item covered by this
16 crores which ean be omitted? They are all produetive schemes
which will augment the resources of the State in “the years to
come and help us to tide over many a erisis. Then, there is provi-
sion in the Budget for the repayment of loans borrewed in 1987
or 1940, a debt which was contracted for our-ewn good, and
therefore, it cannot be touched. Haying mentioned all these so far
as items of expenditure are concerned, let me now apply my mind
to some other aspeets of the income side of the Budget.

‘“ It was suggested, on account of ideological differences, that
certain things could be omitted. Very many hon. Members were
offering pin-point criticisms with regard to individual instances.
‘We know individual instances were cited without their being corre-
lated to any principle. T have got in my mind the eriticisim that was
levelled against the non-enforcement of awards in the case-of indivi-
dual gompanies or, for example, the payment of 30 per cent dividend
by a company. These are, Sir, very good ideas but the principle
involved in thém is something T cannot understand except labour
relations. It was also said that eement concreting of certain roads
could wait. On the face of .it, it may appear that there is some-
thing in it. But let me mention four points in favour of the
proposal to cement-concrete roads. Roads are built to a large
éxtent from out of the taxes collected from the owners of vehicles
which ply on the road. There is nothing that has been spent on thc
roads which is beyond that amount. What is more, you are aware,
Sir, that all these days we have had to depend upon foreign countries
for spares. We have invested on the purchase of spare parts some-
thing which is eternally lost to the country. If the roads are not
kept in good repair, to what extent the health of the people will
suffer. I need not say. I come from the district of South Kanara
where the roads are so dirfy and dusty thag it is impossible to
maintain the health of the people there. A good road besides
lengthening the life of the vehicles that: ply on.the road, helps in
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maintaining the health of the people as well. Are we or are we
not bound to give a good road to the public? Our district deserves
and claims rightly special consideration by the Government in the
matter of provision of good roads. In this district there is not a
single mile of cement road. Sir, as I have said, I have several
matters to refer to but as my time is limited, T would refer in brief
to the measures of taxation, and conclude.

‘“ A surplus budget is undoubtedly out of the question. Taxa-
tion has to be resorted to. .Then the:question resolves itself to this.
What is the mode of #axation?; All the heads of expenditure that
have been taken mup are those which have been taken up after
mature and deliberate study. It is not easy at this stage to change
or modify the Budget proposals. The Budget proposals are pre-
pared well in advance. Schemes are prepared beforehand so that
they are ineluded chronologically in the Budget. They are prepared
long before the Budget is presented and then embodied in it for
presentation. Therefore, any change in the schemes that might
be suggested mow will only be for the next year’s Budget and not
for this year’s. ~This does not necessarily follow that the principles
enunciated by hon. Members should be accepted-in their entirety.
They will have to be considered, procedural details will bave to be
worked out and.-then degisions taken. Now, Sir, if taxation has to
be resorted togidet it fall'on those who ean bear it. Tiet it not be
made to fall on the poor. T

< I may in conclusion state that the huge amounts that have
been spent by our State all these years—from 1944 onwards up till
now on nation building activities and the present provision of
nearly Rs. 43 crores covering nine heads as against Rs. 8 crores or
so some years ago, all these are now going to yield results so that
whatever deficit balance we might have now may be carried for-
ward.”” :

Srr M. GANGAPPA : ¢« &g, e oV _8ido, 07 3 pows
2ESTD Lﬁauﬂ FOS ORGP Iy 508 0¥, %08 SWINS. (BT
—ﬁ.ﬁonv" 8 %025 TWANS VYE T Gy B, Eon s 2T VoD
P dos,.,;: (SeTsweRe Koy | SuSTgRE, | 8708 S%DT oo oy o
2F°_8 Broesoe SoPIO7T 83 538 FHow~ e §’-’$ﬁc‘.§a1ﬁﬁ"a6).
qémag e ECERACE 51 6208 D3 5P8 FoXBOHSVEP | FETg
28 579, DE) Sweseo, BB BoBBne BEVET Ay So0 § SO So|Foen OF)
ag aaisﬁ‘yéo&'u‘ =88 & DmCHH 80D DI BE B so0. -?*9
ST g G, BsBKH DD FE SE%oms DT EEEE oo, O.
LS5 WTT, B0 @ oS0t 63 ET oM DS UENe & ST
t;g" 80, 85 Beo = (FH GodsKyto SOFEDSD. wo» 8 gy
o gt svpe 70 Fol I S5 0. 5%¥ woweH TodoFes 2w
':.81«“ a5 Lﬁ@‘é 2Bt FEyEOF, GOFOL sgroReeS  FHON
Bhogy b wom. B T omset BE S5SE0 Vo, v xouo_e;ﬂs
“:.LZ‘_& B gy K- 5 0 B Fmetd> I s;-Lﬁs» wo&:&»;;
WSl s~vron SKT T2, 8y BRIy & THEIO God | Fmed Wy



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 787
YEAR 1952-53

9th July 19527 [Sri M. Gangappa]
O%), & TUHETR FRsos™ P DRsTRdtE-atkootintd, B DN
N B PBETES Bﬁb‘&nr‘ﬁoﬁa THE B EReY oE 5&-"”"'
o HBETP wHen BHES DD DSy

S YD G5y SopR:DB $9,, “Ra& 50PdDE. T
pdES IS GOSLH Fuos 29016 Bz, aa DnOBBn K80D wVT, 68
S0 Feo SQ &Gy =68 oz ge» W“‘a“" GO weh B DR
aHsos 5B ‘,605&"356» T D S0 P BEpE ($08 B 08 DeoHE
ST, ST (ST QG E8E ov (@I sod & DRoNHS
[Feo8D MBow ©hygDy BoPPES. | ST asom §G»?‘§a&)§: PE OB B
BowsBEP m#nﬁa&mm‘;ﬁ:.

“ Fow T WF g TiHS 'aj'ﬂ{ Ot s t&aoz.—- Gy 8. & EAoet
SopgeeT  ToG. B TUeoSew GE O 5B 5oAv §>e:o Y Toee
O Sgone ers‘xswovw @oB. T ESPoso BF MO d Wod5OHEA~H
OF B0 S TE B TElTE GO Elowrsn. TIONEe §%,How
w5 B)RST ,JéicU:So:)aSnsa.Sﬁ BEPS o B vomsy W BYRS e
S0 S0 (BsSgEe Fos A HBEE 5B a*m,—na_fo.

¢ gO¥, WVe EU‘MU"‘D LPos Wrme P8 550 TRowe (Feeo o
BT BBy o TS g Tp.  Soasces BuXerd & 2o
Lw-;rme.aoo Hovioy TUeOIO ‘a»;s BBBoadEOn Do B ah"ﬁmﬂc&:o&no&.
B sgres @Ry ﬁ-aewv*uhu- ﬁes 58 65 8. THE 5 2gre? | 6D
Lvnas»o‘:» e |00 | Kaeld pes 5:;9 FenXBOHSBED -3
S)rna_&-

¢ WoF T oT® | el 555 O SWoTe TeeE  EDTen We
SRson Gavy 0N, SO (ASoRioD | | Baeo TS wrSed 5P Hw
w88 GO 5% VY. FHT [ temes L-x-&up‘*al Posws 6528
(S2ets  ooEdete %*5-5-‘3% §mxédz§?;§a HED 3&6)&"&{».
wOae (TeSredd (Baes &5 KgSoF oA GoEsTIO D © (BETou es“xs
5 RoE 5PEe0 D 0mbIAE T, H &F 1 TN GE R EFOFK PoHDoow
Sodgs OSTESEY O, IS Boy 8% | %O 5 Jo) . WE P8 g
RE,H POHDOWHAED  Doryen BALSTED FOMWIR . B o’
Lﬁa ¥ ,rv-b_& 10 Se¥ a’&b_.» SPow FEUPTAWS, O KadF 2 3o,
25 [deb gE BEB T SoEseds  exErses B Sowd | seu
STy, TS0 DS CHBweS =88 T8TE  FEOTRES VOB God Xih¥
(TEer Bof Bhosiene FoHDoBLLD Doy VohSeosd D
aara_i(n-

« FHTB aydo Lﬁwﬁé’sﬁw B ooV exs0es DPeess Koy @0
T ) _sA”e BAKH. [JB Tho~ DTUEORT G5 0. By Sy
59 B BHeoT® Ty, IFsoRomOLI0D.  WeXB 50 Ty (IoBTen.
S~ 278 Bere® BEeo (BLEH JKE WLyoo Doy H. D
®Eo 6°F , $i%,) oo a&érb‘?po'ﬁ) Toor RS Gotvad,  §OF, wiay
TG e 0-0-1 | $¥%o ".r-bdoam&. B DB CHBoves



12-15
p.m.

788 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THR
YEAR 1952-53

[Sri M. Gangappa] [9th July 1952
5T SZou Gy Dy | See By B550dsSSH oB. gEymesy T
T2 RIWETED B_Bot Gy . SEoHOLGYES GoTS T b
S BVF0BH Tow© FRSoT Gotvod.  FKE W T F ﬁﬁamwn‘f n'%a ?vi
2oHmp 90 SasBows B e BIF asaw'ém&aa'\;s;g
FSBID FOODa, - 3
¢ T (P >DsE M8odD 8§70 msoﬂmar&a&. EENES
GBHeosIS | IHDIET Dgegse, Troo failure = @x 5% BDésed
ooy B. BwPgoT HJOE | 10 F goeIEeTe, ﬁo@om' ST o0 FoKS
B70K PO SSE-HTR T, . Lﬁqséstm TR Db T 0Tl
Fonsd. HJOE W T0T SRTTeUTEEEE B oK AV Tmon Fows
HBBowy, R B 50K FETO®  WrU~ ems"xss’ssmr- Gy OXoxY
(Bme wope SO melh REUISEE B, S EDRET HEMD PP
HRD BFRTIRE L{g BT @Iy K. | IEgEs KT B ea‘sx&o
B 90 wuy Bos . woBwSowe | S2eld Gy DRy 06
ea"_sxjgwo‘gm-. O FOBERBE. - FPRo GodhWrmr S Gae
X5 eowred 83057 D, ekl BT o8P DA D BENE T H.  BF G
oot WeTe 5TOK W TeowB IR, Few T U:n_‘&ﬁ'g,lﬁ. :v;:;
oD TofEKE, TGO ORBSieTt wruTmon 588, ©3swy Godsd,
8 WN BT 870K W proR RFye s Dy O, Fss
(Bl (indsE wwee? BEE (20N (SIS
TSy, oS, Wi Py | EWEgEe goF s (T IS ol JEY
(T DRES By s strich 7 smecst BREOWETE K88 | ETTasE00
G,  ERE B SSOSE DA SD, wBeses Srdgénoses & & Sy e
o ﬁ@aﬁo&* 0B L0 T80T S VED & QoS Dﬁg)e'_@:—-a_ﬁh”

* SpT M. NARAYANASWAMY :— Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
speeches_have been made both for and against the Budget. Of
éourse, we. on this side have many things to say but the time is
very limited:. There are new taxation proposals before us. One is
the surcharge on land revenue. Tt has been made clear in the
Bill thaf those paying a land revenue of Rs. 50 and less need not
worry about it.. What about the rest? This surcharge will fall on
the working peasantry and the middle class people. Then there is
the proposal for levying a betterment tax. 'This is a very unjust
proposal. ‘This must nof be accepted by the House because this
betterment contribution stands on an unjust basis. I shall explain
it thus. The Government do something for the welfare of the
people or a section of them, a community or a caste. Now they
turn round and say: ‘Because you are benefited by the help
rendered by us, you are bound to pay this contribution.” This
proposal should not be accepted because it will have serious and
far-reaching consequences. Therefore I vehemently oppose this
measure.

“ Sir, the proposed surcharge on bus fare is also a far reaching
reasure in its effects on the poor. The common man is asked to
pay this tax. Government may say that every citizen is affected by
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this surcharge. It is certainly not the case. The well-to-do have
their own cars and if is only the ordinary man, the poor man, who
travels by bus that is affected by this measure. Therefore this
measure is an objectionable one and must be opposed.

“ 8ir, I come from Guntur district, which comprises both
wet lands and dry lands. I come from the dry part of the
district. There are very many issues affecting this part of ihe
district, and the most important among them is the irrigation
problem. For the past many, years, popular organisations like
the Kisan Sabha and others agitated for ‘providing more irrigation
facilities and submitted représentations to Government. But noth-
ing has been done so far in that'direction. For instance in Ongole
taluk there are the Gumndlakamma and the Musi river projects. In
spite of many representations made by the people nothing has been
done by the Government. ‘There is also a minor irrigation project
called the ‘ Krishna Kommuru * Project and this has been brought
to the notice of the Government for execution during the last forty
years. Even after this Government came into power, two repre-
sentations were made to them by popular organizations and we
hoped that this would be included in this Budget. Unfortunateiy
that is not found in the proposals. I request the Government that
this should be included before the end of this session. Other
schemes have been taken up and this scheme omifted on the ground
that this scheme would benefit only a handful of people. I may
point out in this connexion that one Draksharapu Chandramouli
has been given 12 thousand acres of land in this taluk although
the peasantry of this taluk were agitating for the grant of these
lands. The particular gentleman is a merchant in dyes and cloth.
He has been allotted this land and added to this a small canal was
also dug to supply water to his lands in preference to the above
canal. This is very unjust and is highly resented ky the people in
this area. So, I would request the Government to take up this
winor irrigation project. :

‘“ Then there is the problem of the agricultural labourers in
the dry parts of the distriet. For four or five months only in the
year they have work in their own villages; during the rest of the

- months they have to seek labour elsewhere outside their own
villages. They have'to depend on their own labour in the tobacco
cultivation. This is a seasonal occupation and during the rest of
the months they have to move about to find work for their existence.
Government must tackle this problem as these labourers form the
backone of the population of this area. They are about 40 per
cent of the population of the area. In the Budget proposals, Gov-
ernment have not paid any attention to solving the problem of the
agricultural labourers and many a Member of this House has raised
this point very properly. I hope Government will deal with this
problem because this is an acute problem which is agitating the
public mind. - It is not a question of finding work for them, it is
& question affecting their very existence. They are very heavily
indebted. Their debts must be cancelled and Government must
come forward to grant them long term loans as was suggested by
the hon. Liady Member on the other side.
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‘“ Lastly I submit that the Budget pro
posals as they stand d
not meet the needs of the people. While they were expezting somg
relief f;omTLhe Furden o{) taxes, fresh taxes are proposed to be
imposed. erefore, I submit that the pr 1 9t
S e e proposals for fresh taxation

* Sr1 T. GANAPATHY :— Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am ve, >
to support the Budget. Koilpatti, Sa.r?kara,nkoil and Na.nréugnl::ii
taluks of the Tirunelveli district.are famine-affected areas. Because
there was some rain, famine relief measares have been stopped and
the people are suffering for want of drinking water. They have no
money to sink.wells. And we have no Minister coming from our
district to represent,our grievances. . Because there are two Minis-
tgrs coming from Coimbatore and one from Ramnad, famine condi-
tions there have been properly attended to. I request the Hon. the
Chief Minister to send the Army units to this distriet for sinking
wells and thus help the people to get drinking water. Famine
Relief measures in those areas.must be resunied. immediately.

‘* For the Manimuthar project our people contributed one crore
of rupees. I request Government to set apart at least that one
crore of rupees contributed by the people for the completion of that
project this year. I understand that investigations on the Keeriar
project have been completed. I request the GGovernment to include
it in the five-year plan.

‘‘ I come from the southernmost constituency of this State,
namely, Palavoor. Of the 17 M.L.As., 15 are Congressmen and
of the 7 M.L..Cs. six are Congressmen. In spite of this fact not
one member from this district has been included in the Cabinet.
Even the Editor of Kalki has referred to this in the latest issue of
his journal. Another point which I wish to touch upon is the
existence of the Liegislative Council. Is its existence necessary or
not? It is my opinion and I think several hon. Members will
agree with me when I say that it is an unwanted and unnecessary
impediment. * T request hon. Members of the Couneil itgelf to move
a resolution to'the effect that it might be abolished.” By doing
this we can save a lot of money.

‘“ There are a number of coastal villages in my.constituency and
people there have no drinking water. Paravers live in those villages.
The women and children walk a distance of two to three muiles
to bring drinking water. I suggest to the Government that reser-
voirs may be constructed to supply drinking water to these people.
Representations have been made to the Government in this con-
nexion. Hven though the Paravers are Christians, they are still
in a backward condition. They should be declared as a backward
community to enable them to get the concession granted to other
backward communities. The palmyrah climbers in my district
have been thrown out of employment. Therefore I request Gov-
ernment to declare them as a backward community and extend
to them all the concessions that are now shown to the other back-
ward communities. They can be easily identified by a look at

their bodies.
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¢ 1 join with the hon. Member Sri 8. 1. Adityan in asking
the Government to direct their attention to utilize the surplus water
from the channels in Southern I'ravancore for irrigation in Nangu-
neri taluk during rainy seasons. If dams are constructed along
Nambi river in Nanguneri taluk many acres of land could be culti-
vated. Recently four lakhs of rupees were spent for the construc-
tion of the Sivalaperi tank in Tirunelveli taluk. It was expected
that 500 acres would be cultivated by this tank. Even though there
was sufficient water for 500 acres, only 47 acres were cultivated.
i1 do not know the reason’'why the Colleetor was indifferent to
induce the people to -cultivate the rest of the area. He must be
asked to induce the people to cultivate the rest of the area at least
in the coming season.

- ““ I submit to the Government that the railway line from Tiru-
nelveli should be extended up .to Cape Comorm. It is a long-felt
need. This Government must move the Central Government and
see that these two places are connected by rail as early as possible.

‘“ From a heart to heart talk I had with the N.G.Os. L can
say that nobody seems to be satisfied with the concessions granted
to them by the Government. I requesi the Government to grant
them the Central Government pay scales. I request Government
to tux newspaper advertisements and abolish Road Traffic Boards.
These will bring i a good lot of money to the Government. With
regard to educational facilities afforded in several-districts, several
lakhs of rupees have been allotted for the construction of buildings
especially for technical schools; colleges and basie training schools.
1 request the Hon. the Chief Minister, who is responsible for so
many revolutionary changes, to introduce a revolutionary change
in this regard also so that eclasses can be held under the shade of
trees and pandals. By this we can save a lot of money that is
wasted on buildings.

‘“ There are a number of students who want to get admission
imto schools and colleges especially technical colleges. The parents
of these students are loitering round the houses of Principals and
M.I..As. to influence this or that authority fo get admission. In
order to avoid this ¥ would suggest to Governinent, to ask the autho-
rities “concerned to have a shift system introduced iminediately
in colleges and schools so that double the number of students that
now get the education could be admitted in these colleges. This
should be taken up by Government immediately so that parents
might be satisfied that their children would get seats in the colleges
and schools without any difficulty whatsoever.

. ‘* There are a number of tile factories in Tirunelveli district.
Most of the labourers in them are agricultural labourers. When
these people have no employment after the agricultural season,
they go fo the factories for work. The factories cannot observe
the rnles and regulations-laid down in the Factories Act. Again,
being a cottage industry, they cannot construct big buildings as
required by the Factories Act. They may be exempted from the
A—s8
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operation of the Act. For the same reason, ag it is a cottage
mdustry, 1 request Government to exempt the factories from pay-
went of sales tax. With these words I support the Budget.”’

*Sr1 V. GOVINDASWAMI NAIDU:—'‘ Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to say a few words on the new taxation pro-
posals included in the Budget. Out of the five taxes proposed,
three will aéct the agriculturists directly and one indirectly. The
surcharge on bus fares does.mot.apply to cities like Madras. It
means the surchargetis only on the passengers who travel on the
mufassal routes, ‘and naturally they will be agriculturists or agri-
cultural labourers. I, therefore, strongly oppese the taxes and
request the Governmeut to devise some other method of making
up the deficit.

** La this connexion, 1 wish to say a few words how the agricul-
turists are helped by the Government. Gundavarakam loans are
being given by the Government to  the agriculturists, and the
Tahsildar 1s responsible for them. ' Many applications for these
loans are pending in the Tahsildar’s office unattended to for the
last two years. Unless the agriculturist gets the loan in time, he
will not be able to undertake his norinal agricultural operations.
1, therefore, request that applications for gundavarakam loans are
disposed of early. There is another kind of loan that is being
given to the agriculturists through the Industries Departinent for
pump sets. The officers of the Industries Department should go
and mspect the land and then recommend the loan to the Collector.
Many such loan applications are pending in the Collector’s office
for more than three years. To get a loan sanctioned, the poor agri-
culturists have to go to the Collector’s office at Teast a ‘dozen times
and this means an expenditure of nearly Rs. 500. Then, Sir, the
Agricultural Department ig giving loans to the ryots for purchase

“of oil engines on hire purchase system. This system has been intro-

duced lasf year and it has not been working efficiently, because the
loans they give are in the shape of engines.. The department pur-
chases the oil engines from the companies and supplies them to the
ryots. If we go and purchase them direetly from the companies or
dealers, we get them at a rate of 10 to 15 per ¢ent below the rate
charged by the Agricultural Department. ~Whereas we are told
that these applications for loans will be disposed of according to
priority, in actual practice they are not sanctioned so, except on
some recommendations. (At this stage, the Speaker resumed
the Chair.) The Agricultural Demonstrators do not come to the
aid of agriculturists and demonstrate new methods of agriculture.
1, therefore, request the Hon. the Minister for Agriculture to look
to-these things early and ask the district officers to help the agri-
culturists instead of doing the salesman’s business.

“ Phere is another department, Veterinary Department, which
is also intended to help the agriculturists. But, I am sorry to say
that the agriculturists do not know where it is and we do not get
any help from that department. The department is situated nearly
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30 miles away and is not within the reach of the agriculturists.
It a bull is sick, it cannot be taken all this distance and even if it
is taken it will collapse somewhere. I, therefore, request that the
Veterinary Department should be within the reach of the agricul-
turists who own cattle. Ours is a country where we have the largest
number of cattle and their condition must be improved, and for
that the Veterinary Department should be within the reach of the
villagers.

““ 8ir, I am an agriculturist myself and I am undergoing all
these difficulties. Due to the recent rains, some of the lakes were
full and overflowing, but no attention was paid to them by the
P.W. D. My village is about 20 miles from Madras and I brought
this to the notice of the P.W.D. officer in charge of €hingleput,
and he said thaf it was under the charge of the Grow More Food
Division. I went. to that office and I was told that there were no
grants, etc. 'Now T find that the work has been given o a con-
tractor for Rs. 17,000. T request that all such works in the district
must be attended to promptly by the district officers so that we
may not be deprived of the irrigation facilities. I am putting all
these before you, Sir, as the agriculturists are really suffering a lot.
Before the war, the price of oil was Rs. 10 but to-day it is Rs. 60.
Every day the merchants raise the prices, but we the agriculturists
do not get any inerease in the price of paddy.’’

Mg. SPEAKER :—*¢ There are still a large number of hon.
Methbers who wish to.take part in'the discussion. In order to
give an opportunity to those Members we will sit in the afternoon
also ‘to-day from 8 to 5 p.m.”

* Sk . SATYANARAYANA DORA :—‘‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir.
T rise to support the Budget. I am noti one of those who ask for
more concessions to the N.G.Os., the elementary school teachers
and other low paid ‘Government servants and yet ask the Govern-
ment not to go in for fresh taxation. No Government can survive
unless it finds ways and means of raising its revenues especially
when the demands for bepefits are growing. There are two
important rivers, Vamsadhara and Nagavalli, in our district and
we have heen agitating for a very long time that the waters of
these two rivers should be utilized bv constructing dams across
them. T wish the Hon. Finance Minister had made at least a
token~ grant for construction of these dams. TIn this connexion,
T interviewed the Technical Advisers to the Planning Commission
when they visited this State last time and urged on them to include
these projects in the Five Year Plan. Thev said that nnless these
projects were investigated and their cost estimated, they could not
be included in the Five Year Plan. Although we have been agitat-
ing for these for a very long time. still no investigation has been
made. On the other hand, we have been told not to press for these
projects.

“ The original Vi.ﬁakhapatnam district has been bifurcated into
Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam districts and there are no proper
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buildings to house the Government offices in Srik: istric
1 akulam  distri
with t;nzhre?‘ult that the staff are put to great inconvenienc:mc;
request e Giovernment to construct new buildi i ;

s w buildings for their offices

‘“ Tn 1948 we had a terrible cyclone in our district and Govern-
ment constructed a number of roads under famine relief works. All
those roads are now neglected. There are absolutely no communi-
cations in our district from village to village. T request the Govern-
ment to repair these roads.

‘“ In regard to the surcharge on land revenue, I wish to say
a few words. T come from a zamin village taken over by _the
Government. | For all the lands in zamin villages taken over by
them, the Government have fixed a flat rate of Rs. 14 per acre as
assessmént and, with the cesses, it comes to about Rs. 18 per acre.
It means even a small peasant owning 2 or 3 acres also will be
affected . by ' the proposed surcharge. 1, therefore, request the
Government to raise the exemption limit to Rs. 150 or at least to
Rs. 100 so that the poor peasants will not be: affected by this
surcharge, 4 i

© Then, Sir, decontrol of foodgrains has been welecomed by
every section'of the people. - T-am sure it will be.a success. Regard-
ing the surcharge on bus fares, I would suggest that the bus routes
may be auctioned as suggested by some hon. Members, and T am
sure it will not-only fetch a good amount to the Government, but
will ‘also put a stop to the loose talk regarding these bus routes.”’

* Qr1 P, 8. KRISHNASAMY AYYANGAR:—‘ Mr. Speaker.
Sir, belonging as T do to the Congress Party T rise to support the
Budget.

“ The two main planks in the Congress programme are (1) Hari-
jan uplift and (2) Prohibition. T shall take up Flarijan uplift first.
We have done untold wrongs to the Harijan eommunity. ‘We have
subjected them to age-long humiliation, and it is up fo us to raise
them up as speedily as possible to the level of the advanced sections
of our community. - It is due to our past conduet that they were
denied all amenities of comfort and enjoyment, and so they are
remaining in the background in our society. That is why Mahat-
maji counselled change of heart_ on the part of the Hindu com-
munity towards the Harijans. We obeyed him, and as a first indi-
cation of the change of heart on our part, we threw open the temples
to. them. But the significance behind the temple entry has been
lost at the present moment. Fence T suggest a dynamic programme
for the temple entry question which will make a lasting impression
on the minds of the Harijan community.. T would suggest that a
new office of honour should be created in each temple and that
office should be held by an educated, pious-minded Harijan.
Secondly T would suggest that in temples where the managem't:mt
is carried on by non-hereditary trustees, one or more Harijan
trustees should find a place in the commiftee of trustees, of course
taking care that he or they are educated and pious-minded persons.
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T would also suggest the holding of religious classes for Harijans
so that they can get by heart Tiruvachakam, Thevaram and other
devotional songs. T would also advocate the forming of Harijans
into bhajana parties along with Caste Hindus. They can perform
bhajanas at periodical intervals in our temples and emoluments
may also be paid to the Harijan members of such parties.

‘“ It is true that we have hindered the progress of the Harijans
for a long time. Under the advice of Mahatmaji several concessions
have been shown to them. Provision has also been made in the
Constitution for special concessions to bé*shown to the Harijans
in the matter of edueation and public services. "But that is limited
to a prescribed period. Therefore it is up to us to accelerate the
pace of their progress by showing them extraordinary concessions.
It there are applications for house-sites from Harijans, they should
be complied with immediately and ungrudgingly. If new Harijan
hostels are opened they should be recognized at once and grants
should be sanctioned without delay. Harijans should be given all
facilities fo prosecute their studies and all obstacles in their way
should be removed.

‘“ If we act on the above lines we would have really .changed
our heart towards the Harijang and succeeded in raising the level
of the Harijans to the level of the advanced communities.

““ I shall now come to Prohibition. T am against the abolition
of Prohibition. An hon. Member has said that we are not here
to legislate for the*morals of the people. That is not the right
attitude to be taken by a legislator. T would expose the absurdity
of such an attitude by citing an example. T mayv be excused for
bringing in such an example. I mean no reflection on any section
of our society. Suppose the Government legalises prostitution and
levies a fee for the practice of the profession of prostitution. No
doubt the coffers of the State would be filled by revenue derived
from such an undesirable source. But is it desirable? ' No, not at
all. Therefore I say that we should be against the bringing in
of the liquor shops again.

‘“ I shall now ceme to subjects relating to my constituency. I
come from Manamadurai constituency in Ramnad district. The
adjoining constituencies are the Sivaganga constituency from which
Sri R. V. Swaminathan is coming and the Ramanathapuram con-
stituency which has returned the Hon. Minister in charge of House
Rent Control. The western portion of the Sivaganga area adjoins
the Periyar tract. The Periyar tract has the advantage of the
Periyar irrigation scheme. The Sivaganga taluk area has about
20,000 acres of wet lands, which are dependent on rains. They
depend on tanks which are entirely rain-fed. These tanks get dried
up in the absence of rains and the crops fail. But at this verv
juncture there is enough water stored in the Periyar lake for raising
second crops in the Perivar area. If that water is made available
fo the Sivaganga area, this area would be freed from the scare of
famine. Hence I suggest that the Periyar scheme may be extended
{o the Sivaganga area.
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‘‘ There is a portion in my constituency which is called * Man-
gala Nadu ’. It contains about twenty thousand acres of wet lands
which are irrigated by rain-fed tanks. Once there was a channel
for irrigation which had its source from the Vaigai river. Due to
phe indifference of the zamindars who were at the helm of affairs
in the past, the channel was not properly cared for but was allowed
to be silted up. Now it has completely disappeared beyond all
recognition. So this part is frequently subjected to famine. I
would therefore request that:this. channel be re-excavated and
Mangala Nadu freed from the, scourge of famine.

““ I shall now refer to a tank repair, work in my constituency.
There is an irrigation tank called Pooyendi tank. It is one of the
biggest tanks in the area and it had a very good kalingula which
served as an outlet of the tank. A large volume of water has been
coming through' the feeder channel proceeding . from the Vaigai
river. The kalingula was washed away by floods. - The result is
that the tank.does not get enough supply, and a large portion of the
ayacut of the tank is left uncultivated. Therefore, I request that
the kalingula may be rebuilt. The ryots of the locality pray that
this kalingula'may be rebuilt and'T hope that their réquest would
be complied with.

*“In this eennexion I want to mention another point. It seems
there is a scheme under the contemplation of Government to divert
the Vaigai water to Tirumangalam taluk., This will diminish the
supply of water to the tract east of Madurai. Therefore, the ryots
of that Tocality request-that any such scheme should be started only
after their complaints and representations have been heard.

““ Lastly, T want to bring to the notice of all hon. Members
that when we go back to our constituencies after this Budget session,
we will have a cold reception from the people because of the pro-
pnosed taxgtion measures. So to justify ourselves we should be pre-
pared To submit. ourselves voluntarily to a tax on our salaries.
Then we can say to our constituencies ‘ Look here, we have our-
celves submitted fo 'a volumtary tax. ~That shows that there is
necessity for taxation to push through our irrigation schemes. 8o
please reconcile yourselves to the present state of affairs and helo
the Government.” With these words T conclude my speech.”

*8r1 8. S. KOLKEBATL :—* Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank you
for having given me an opportunity to speak on the Budget. The
Budget speech of the Hon. the Finance Minister was very unsatis-
factory. If is couched in a language of frustration which sweeps
through many portions of the statement.

““ Now: Sir; T should like to submit, as regards the working
of the Prohibition: Act, which is a black spot in our administration.
that it is nof at all effective. Time and again during conversations.
Congressmen have admitted that the policy of Prohibition is nof
sound. From my own district there are nine Congress members
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who have been d on the Cong ticket. Of them, five are

eminent lawyers, one is a Managing Director of a Scheduled Bank
and the other one was an honorary magistrate for over nine years.
i'he eighth man is Mr. Haswara, who has been a Member of the
Liegislature for about fifteen years. All these gentlemen had been
saying, of course, outside the legisl e, that Prohibition should
be repealed. They are also of the opinion that toddy is a good
beverage. In my own district of South Kanara, Prohibition
offences- are on the increase..«l say without fear of contradiction
that thousands of bottles of liquor are illegally imported daily from
Goa. On that account about two'¢rores worth of money is lost.
Whatever may be the vigilance of the police or Prolibition guards,
this evil cannot be stopped.  1n' this connexion, let me not forget
o point out that even the Maginot line had been by-passed. Hence
it 1s difficult, Sir, t6 block this line of traffic from ' Goa to South
Kanara. My submission is, the earlier the Prohibition is removed
the better.

*¢ Further,Sir;-when a legislationh is brought. forward, it is
the duty of the Government to safeguard the interest of those who
are likely to be affected by that measure. 'What have the Govern-
ment done to alleviate the distress caused to thousands of tappers
who have been idéprived of their normal occupations.due to Prohi-
bition? In my own district there are four lakhs of'toddy tappers
who had been living all these years on practically nething. The
other day, while addressing the dhobies, Rajaji advised them not
to keep away from their hereditary occupations without alterna-
tive work. Further, my submission is that in my constituency,
where the tupper community is in a majority, the tappers have
absalutely no avocation, though statistically, whenever we ask the
concerned departient, they say that they have started a jaggery
depot or a co-operative society here and a co-operative society there.
As a matter of fact, no employment has been given to these people
and 1f is This unemployment that is causing great hardship to these
poor people..  Whenever a State wants to legislate and bring about
social reform by legislatiou or wants to.promote temperance by
legislation, it is the duty of that State to see that the people affected
by that legislation’ are given proper employment.. Then only it
can be called a Welfare State.  Further, I repeat, Sir, that this
Prohibition policy is a failure; it should not be forced upon the
people who do not want it. Most of the people say they do not
want this law at all. The recent election results also should have
been an eye-opener to the Congress members, and this was felt by
the last Congress Ministry ; even the Hon. Mr. Shetty, and the
Ex-Finance Minister Mr. Gopala Reddi had stated either in this
wr in the other House that the Prohibition policy of the Govern-
ment required reconsideration. The other Ministers also have
stated that the earlier it was repealed the better it would be. Of
course, they clothed their statements in such a cautious language
that they would not be taken to task by the orthodox Congress
people. Even Rajaji. himself, though he decribed himself as a

1»m
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fanatical Prohibitionist, in a speech delivered by him to the Madras
University Students in 1948 on the occasion of the Annual Convo-
cation, stated— 3

3 “It should be remembcred that what is made compulsory a iocali
induces a distaste. If you wish boys and girls to deveg)p a mﬁ:ﬁm
unreasonable dislike of anything, make that subject « compulsory subject. 1
you wish that they d P & wil d a cap o Hood
uterature such as the Ramayana and the M: b, or or
vhe Bible, tor God’s sake, 1 would say to the educationists, ** do not make the
study or the R Y and vhe stha or S or the Bible
compulsory in the schools?™

This argument of lus with regard to education applies mutatis
mulandis to the Prohibition policy also. -You' cannot catch the
offending people in almost all the liquor cases; you cannot get
enough witnesses to prove their offence. That is the difficulty
experienced, by the Prohibition officers. I, therefore, submit, Sir,
once again that the earlier this Prohibition Act is removed from
the Statute Book, the better. If you do no want to remove the law
from the Statute Book, you may at least extend licences to tap toddy
which, is-after all a good: beverage and a good-substitute for food,
and is not at all harmful or bad either hygienically or otherwise.

** Now L wish to say a few words about my district of South
Kanara. 1 eome from a constituency, viz., Brahmawar, which ig
entirely a rural constituency, consisting of 76 villages. | There is
absolutely no rzoad commnunication inter se. .During my election
campaign, I had to go from village to village walking all along.
The conmstituency is about 28 by 30 miles and I had to take a
circuitous route from one village to another, for want of proper
road tacilities. I, therefore, submit that immediate steps should be
taken to improve road facilities in my district and specially in my
coustituency. Somehow or other I find that there ig a step-motherly
treatment meted out to my district. The reason perhaps is that this
Madras State has been governed all along either by Tamilians or
by iy Andhra friends. All Budget proposals were made for the
benefit of either of the Andhra districts or of the Tamil districts;
all Primne Ministers: were either Andhra or Tamil or ‘Andhra-cum-
Tamil. All the important portfolios were always held by Andhra
or ‘I'amil gentlemen. . If a Finance Minister was a Tamilian, then
the Public Works Minister was an Andhra or vice versa. Again,
somehow or other, all the important institutions, medical, educa-
tional, etc., are on this side of the Western Ghats ; we on the West
Coast, are not given any Medical or Engineering Colleges. Again,
to the east of the Western Ghats, you find three Universities, the
Annamalal University, the Madras University and the Andhra
University, but none either in Malabar or South Kanara. Similarly
you find four or five medical colleges and four or five engineering
colleges only in the Andhra and Tamil districts.

“ In Malabar and South Kanara not a single vocational institi-
tion has been opened in spite of various representations made by
us. All this is because of the fact that the State administration
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has been in the hands of these people for a long time. It is being
stated that there is some difference between the Andhra and Tamil
friends, but so far as booty is concerned, they divide equally. They
are spending crores and crores of rupees on irrigation projects in
these districts, but as regards Malabar and South Kanara, they are
not willing to take up even minor irrigation schemes, although
recently they have spent a little on them. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have
not touched even the fringe of the several problems facing South

Kanara district, as the time allotted to me is quite insufficient for
the purpose.”’
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* Sr1 G. NAGABHUSHANAM :—*‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
to support this Budget, except in regard to one thing, namely, the
surcharge on land revemie. The present limit for exemption is
Rs. 50; but I feel, after reconsideration: that the exemption limit
should be raised to Rs. 100. Coming as I do from Bellary, which
is a black cotton area, I may say that last. year, the cotton crop
failed due to pests ; so also was the case with groundnut. The prices
of cotton and groundnut fell and the ryots suffered miserably.
Therefore, I feel that the surcharge on land tax should be recon-
sidered and amended.

‘“ Then, Sir, it has been stated by the Government several
times that people are coming with a catalogue of grievances, but
that they are not suggesting ways and means to increase the State’s
income. I would like to place the following facts for the considera-
tion of the Government and the Assembly. In Bellary district, in
Hospet, Sandur and Rayadrug taluks, there is considerable iron ore
and manganese, and a large number of people coming from outside
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are minting money in these areas, but the Government have not
taken note of it. 'There are at present as many as 120 licensees
and they are making huge profits, but the Madras Government
are not aware of the income that these people are getting. I would
like in this connexion to place certain suggestions for the considera-
tion of the Government. Every one, before becoming a licensee,
has to file a petition before the District Collector on payment of a
fee of Rs. 100 as licence fee and he should also declare his solvency.
After taking out the licence, the licensee enters the forest area and
purchases an acre of land containing irom ore on payment of a
royalty of Rs. 5. /Then, Sir, the licensee gathers the iron ore in
plenty as it is found on the surface itself. "At present iron ore is
sold at the rate of Rs. 10 to Rs. 50 per ton. - Multi=millionaires and
rich people from North India have come and settled in Hospet and
there are about five big companies started there with a huge capital
for exporting iron ore. They are daily exporting about 40 to 50
wagons of iron ore to foreign ecountries like Czechoslovakia and
Japan. It will, therefore, be seen that by paying a total sum of
say Rs. 105, they are making a profit of Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 50,000
in some cases. And what is it that the Madras Government are
doing? Nothing. Sir, why not the Government come forward and
increase the royalty by even 100 times, or increase the licence fee
by one hundred times or impose some levy on-each wagon booked
from Bellary, Hospet and Papa-Nayakondalu railway stations and
realise a large amount of income from the capitalists who are mak-
ing huge profits?

‘“ The next point T intend to place, for the consideration of the
Government is about electricity. This is another source of income
which the Government have not taken note of. It looks as though
the present Budget proposals are aiming at the villagers, but if
we are to be reasonable we should see that they properly aim at the
rich people living in cities. Electricity is at present making rapid
progress in Tamilnad and Rayalaseema. I can say from the records
that T have with me that we in the Madras State are leading in the
whole of India so fax as development of' electricity is concerned.
We are also making good progress in Rayalaseema.  Why not, there-
fore, levy an additional rate of one anna per unit so far as industrial
concerns are concerned, so that we may realise crores of rupees
from this source ?

“ There is another disputable point to which I would like to
refer and that is in regard to motor transport. Several people have
suggested that by auctioning the routes, the rich people will become
richer and the poor people will have no chance. I submit that that
observation is not quite correct. On the other hand, at present it is
only the rich people that run the buses on the various routes.
because it requires at least Rs. 30,000 to run a single bus, and the
poor man cannot afford it. It is also suggested that to run a satis-
factory bus service one should own at least three buses, ‘which
again requires about one lakh of rupees. Therefore, I submit that
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the bus business is a rich man’s affair. I, therefore, suggest that
the routes must be auctioned o, tha.t the State may get a large
amount from this source . .

Mr. SPEAKER : —'* The House will sit for five more minutes.
to enable the hon. Member to finish his speech.’”
Sr1 G. NAGABHUSHANAM :—“ The Government can

collect Rs. 1,20,000 as additional tax on motor vehicles by the strict
enforcement of the law and proper supervision. There were 7,200
buses with valid permits, but only 5,200 buses were taxed (as on
December 1951). The number of lorries with permits was 11,300
out of which only 8,500 were taxed: The Government could
demand tax from every commercial vehicle with a permit irres-
pective of its msage and throw the responsibility on the user to
prove that the vehicle was off the road and obtain refund.

*“ There are too many frivolous applications for bus permits and
to counter this, the fee for application may be raised from Rs. 12

to Rs. 100, non-refundable. By this method, the Government can
ncrease the revenue.

‘“ If one looks-at the amount of sales tax and income-tax paid
by the proprietors of some of the coffee hotels, one will be wonder-
struck. The  amount is enormous. In ‘Alur in Bellary district,
a large number of buses converge. A number of coffee hotels have
sprung up near the bus stand. They are located in huts built on
Government land: The Government can resume those lands and
auction them at a very profitable rate. By auctioning coffee hotels,
wherever it is possible, the Government can realize a large sum
of money.

‘“ Then I suggest another source of income, and that is the levy
of a fee for the registration of marriages. Registration of marri-
ages is absolutely necessary to avoid complications in the adminis-
tration of the Madras Hindu Bigamous Marriages Prohibition and
Divorce Act. The Government can have a graded seale of registra-
tion fee depending on the financial position of the parties to the
marriage. Rich men can even pay Rs. 100. . Whenever people
present petitions to Ministers and Government officers, ete., it
must be made a condition that every petition filed must have an
eight-anna stamp affixed on it. Every petition without the neces-
sary stamp should be rejected. In this way, the Government can
realize a large sum of money.

* Proprietors of cinemas are paying very little. The entertain-
ment tax has been raised, but only the cinema-goers are made to
pay the increase. The proprietors of cinema theatres are paying
licence fees to the Electricity Department and other fees to the
District Collector. The licence fee and other fees can be enhanced.

‘“ T have suggested various practical methods of raising revenue
and I request Government to consider them seriously. I am very
seriously requesting the Hon. Finance Minister not to think of the
ryot any more for levying taxes on him. The proposal for levying

A—10
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a land tax in Bombay was opposed by 175 members, and the Bombay
Ministry is thinking of dropping that proposal. The purchasing
power of the ryots has gone down very much and they are further
affected by the slump all over the world.

‘“ I further submit that the villages have been neglected by the
Madras State. In the Madras State, about 80 per cent of the
people are living in villages and only about 20 per cent’are living
in towns and cities. For the benefit of 20 per cent of the popula-
tion, we are spending large sams of money on tar roads and cement
roads, electricity, tram cars, etc.’?

(Atter lunch-—3 p.m.)
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* Sr1 M. RAJESWARA RAO:—‘“Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is
the first Budget presented to the State Iegislature elected under
the New Constitution on the-basis of adult franchise. This Budget
should therefore reflect not only the interests of particular classes
but all people alike. One remarkable feature of the Budget is that
though the deficit is normal (in the previous year, it was Rs. 329
lakhs) we find an increased expenditure of Rs. 325 lakhs on nation-
building schemes. The Government have proposed to impose
new taxes only to wipe out the deficit of Rs. 359 lakhs. We heard
hon. Members saying that they want new schemes, but at the same
time ecriticising the taxation measures of the Government. (The
Deputy Speaker occupied the Chair at this stage.) Certainly new
schemes are necessary, but we want money for those schemes. This
money can be raised only by way of taxation. However, the

3-15
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Government should have consulted the leaders of all parties ang
groups before initiating these new taxation measures. Even now
o suggest the constitution of a Taxation Enquiry Committee con-
sisting of the leaders of all the parties and groups in this House
This was already suggested by the Finance Minister Mr. C. D.
Deshmukh in Parliament -yesterday. The Government should
mltlatg taxation measures only on the recommendations of such a
committee. ;

. ““ Coming to the Budget proposals relating to Harijans, I sub-
mit that Harijans constitute one-fifth of the population of the State.
There are 66 Harijan M.Ii.As. elected to the legislature, and they
constitute one-sixth of the total strength of this House. Therefore,
the Budget proposals relating to Harijans should have a reasonable
relation to their population. Now we find that an amount of
Rs. 1,12,56,700, i.e., 1/60th of the total expenditure is allotted
for the wplift of Harijans. This provision —includes a sum of
Rs. 71,14,400 allotted for education. The expenditure on Harijan
hostels, pathways and burial grounds comes only to Rs. 41,42,300.
The actual amount exclusively set apart for Harijan Welfare comes
to 1/60th of the total expenditure. In this connexion I may refer
to the report of the Harijan Welfare Committee;1948. " At page 31
of the report it is stated—

¢We may mention at the outset that we halve oxolut'i;d “Education *
Gl

from this one crore, not b it is Vs wil

not be sufficient even for such i i i as d ouse-

buildi wells, itati and di help. We expect the Government to
i y for y el y ed i

P P
The Government should hereafter exclude education from the
Harijan Upliff Demand. The allotment for house-sites is only
Rs. 5 lakhs. The allotment for pathways and burial grounds is Rs. 5
lakhs. The Harijan Welfare Department recommended Rs. 10
lakhs. for house-sites and pathways. There are a number of cases
in which sanction was accorded some 10 years back, but which
have not been taken up for acquisition due to ‘lack of funds.
Therefore. T request the Government to increase the allofment to
Rs. 20 lakhs.

‘“ I shall now refer to the condition of Harijans. Untouch-
abilify, though congtitutionally and through the Removal of Civil
Disabilities Act and also the Temple Entry Act, it is sought to be
abolished, is rampant everywhere and in every part of the State
in the same degree as before. The main reason for the existence
of untouchability is lack of publicity. The Harijan Welfare Com-
mittee has admitted that due to lack of propaganda, this uniouch-
ability is still there. I therefore request the Government to take
the suggestion of Harijan M.L.As. here to do propaganda effectively
so that untouchability can be wiped out.

‘“ Regarding the economic status of Harijans, Sir, 75 per cent
of them are landless agricultural labourers, and it is too premature
to say anything abont their minimum wages. because the Minimum
Wa.g'es Committee has not vef finalised ifs report. However._I
must admit that some of the agricultural labourers have been in



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 811
YEAR 1952-53

9th July 1952] [Sri M. Rajeswara Rao]

occupation of lands for a number of years. The Government in
their Order No. 1523, Revenue, dated the 11th June 1949, stated
that lands under the occupation and cultivation of Harijans and
other landless poor people on lst May 1948 would be permanently
assigned to them if their occupation was otherwise free from objec-
tion. But I submit that as a result of this G.O. a number of
Harijans who were cultivating such lands for the last 30 years are
now sought to be evicted from those lands. The G.O. instead of
doing any good is causing lot of difficulties to the Harijans. I wrote
to the Secretary to the Government. Revenue Department, asking
him to clarify the position as to whether it was open to the ryots
or village officers to raise new objections after waiting for 20 years
and that too at the time of assignment of the land.

““ 8ir, T most regretfully submit that T am quite dissatisfied with
the work of the Harijan Welfare Department. T'even go a step
further and say that this department should be abolished immedi-
ately. Rs. 24 lakhs is unnecessarily spent on bogus hostels. The
Harijan Welfare Committee has specifically recommended the dis-
couragement ‘of Harijan hostels run by private individuals. The
Harijan Welfare Committee at page 42 of their reporf has stated—

¢ We may make the following observations ragnrdmg tho workmf of the
hostels. The very fact that the iberal in

making grants for -this purposs has led to the Bthing un.otl number of these
hostels.

many cases have such

‘We would th ugg to the“ not to any holtel tlmt.

is run by individuals . . any case, the management of suol
by individual shouldbe ai i If the hostels are absolutely

essential, the Government may even take them over ‘nd run them themselves or
enmmsc them to some recognized institutions.”

‘ With rega.rd to the construction of wells for Harijans, I
submit that there is any amount of delay in the preparation of
estimates, and the contractors are eating away a large amount of
the money sanctioned for the construction of these wells. I request
the Government to revise their policy and see that these contracts
for the construction of wells are given to Harijans themselves as
is done in the Firka Development Schemes.

‘“ Sir, T submit to the House that there are several civil and
criminal cases in_whieh necessarily Harijans and . Christians are
involved. The other day the Hon. the Minister for Education was
saying that the Government had issued instructions to the Collectors
to render legal assistance to the Harijans.  They are not giving any
legal assistance to them as was pointed out by the Lieader of the
Opposition. T therefore request the Government to entrust such
cases to the Assistant Public Prosecutors. I would even suggest
to the Government the appointment of an Assistant Public Prose-
cutor for every taluk, and the salary of such a Prosecutor may easily
be collected from the Harijans themselves who are ofherwise spend-
ing a lot of money unnecessarily. The Harijans will be prepared
to take the advice of these Assistant Public Prosecutors.

‘“ Sir, there is another section of Harijans in this State who
are called tannery workers. Most of them are now thrown out of
employment. Recently the Government passed an order fixing
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minimum wages  for tannery workers. But the proprietors of
tanneries dismissed a number of people from service, and to-day
we find that 30,000 workers are thrown out of employment. Most
of the previous Ministers have seen these tannery workers—
pregnant women, mothers with small children—actually taking
shelter under the shade of trees. The Land Acquisition Act is not
benefiting them as these people are living in towns. I request the
Government to.amend the T.and Acquisition Act suitably so that
these people might be given house-sites in towns. If that is not
possible, I request.Government to bring in a separate legislation
in leu of the Liand Acquisition Aect.

‘“ As a permanent measure, I suggest to the Government to
encourage co-operative tanning societies to be run on the lines of
cottage industries. . The Government should give subsidies and even
loans free of interest. The Harijan Welfare Committee at page 34
of their report has recommended. an allotment of Rs. 10 lakhs for
cottage industries to be run by Harijans. In this year’s Budget,
we find only Rs. 3,14,500 allotted for cottage industries in general,
out of which only Rs. 20,000 is provided for tanning societies. We
find an allotment of Rs. 1,38,900 for grants-in-aid in general, and
I do not know whether anything out of this will be granted as loan
for the development of cottage industries and tanneries.

‘“ T also suggest to the Government to encourage Field Labour
Co-operative Societies” by giving grants liberally for paying share
capital or at least by giving loans. The Govermment should also
provide them with lease of temple lands and zamindari lands. ' The
Hon. the Minister for Revenue was saying that 16,000 square miles
of land were taken over by the Government. Instead of keeping
that land idle, it may be given on lease to these people. By this
means, the Government can also encourage co-operative farming
and colonization schemes.

“* Finally, T wish to submnit a word or two in regard to my own
constituency, the West Godavari district. West.Godavari district
is the most neglected district in this State just as Andhra is the
most neglected part of India. Categorically I may submit fhat,
ever since the Congress-eame into power, i.e., 1937, West Godavari
is the only district which was not represented on the Cabinet so
far. There is one peeuliar feature in the West Godavari district.
‘While half of the district is submerged under water, the other half
has no water at all. The only plan to bring bhoth parts on a par is
the completion of the Kollair Scheme, and T am told that investi-
gation has been completed and estimates have been already
approved. T hope the Government will take up this scheme at least
next year. % o

“ Again T submit that in this district and in the whole Stafe,
Kovvur and Polavaram taluks (from where T am returned) are the
most neglected parts. They are the most backward areas. Even
though the river Godavari is flowing through these taluks, there
i~ not a een® of land which can be used for wet cultivation. The
only scheme that will benefit these taluks and two other taluks in
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the district is the ‘ Anumullanka Scheme ’, in which dams across
{irrakalva, Bineru, Pulivagu and an anicut across the Errakalva
are included, which will irrigate 46,000 acres of land yielding 23,000
tons of rice at an aggregate cost of Rs. 1,36,79,000. If this scheme
is completed, it will not only irrigate a large part of the district
hut also will save the ryots from floods, on account of which the
Government are forced to grant heavy remissions. I hope the
(zovernment will take up this scheme at least next year.

“* This year an amount of Rs. 8,96,59,000 is allotted for Civil
‘Works, out of which our district will get only Rs. 20,61,800, which
is only 1/40th of the total expenditure of the State. This is an
injustice to the people of my district. I#hope the Government will
examine the position seriously and see that snch things do not recur.
Let not Government forget that West Godavari is the granary of
the South. ; Liet Government provide West Godavari with all
facilities. They will get higher yields with less expenditure and
in the shortest possible time."

Sr1 P. THIMMA REDDI:—"8ir, here we are-presented with
a Domesday Book called the budgef. Very few of us counld study
it fully and very few could understand it. I doubt whether the
Ministers have eompletely understood it or not, because it is such
a big volume. The items contained therein are so-many, and it is
all confusion that is there. Very few of us ecould understand any-
thing. Tt is a routine budget, and there is nothing particular about
it. Our hope is that, as 1t is Rajaji, the Chief Minister, who is
going to run the administration for the coming five years, there will
be the Rajaji touch in it and that touch will make it a glorious
Budget. There are proposals in the Budget which the people who
returned us will pot tolerate. There are grants about which we
cannot speak to our people.  There is nothing that is going to
benefit our people, this way or that. 'We cannot face the people
with this Budget. Tam constrained to say that this is not a kisan’s
budget. It is Dot even a people’s budget, and we are asked to
discuss this Budget.: Sir, see how the villages are. My friends
from the Circars and ‘South India have-visited Rayalaseema and
have seen the havoe caused by the famine. I am thankful for the
interest taken by the Central Government-and also the State
Governmert. From reports, it will be seen that some crores have
been spent there. But how far has that money really reached the
needy, the suffering and the hungry people? This is a difficult
question to answer. I say, Sir, that except the gruel centres and
minor things, no real relief has been given to the people. T do not
know who is responsible for that. The culprit should be found out.
That officer or if he happens to be a Minister, that Minister must
he brought to trial, because in the Chittoor district, where there
are people dying of starvation, where water has to be suppiied by
military lorries, it has been declared that the famine conditions are
over there, simply because fhere was a shower in some areas of
that district whereas other areas are in the same old distressed
condition. I do not know with what object the Government
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removed the military units to the South. 1Is it because it was felt
that these military units must be immediately used in the South
also? Sir, the military units took care to dig and deepen wells
and give some relief to the people. But all on a sudden simply
because there were some showers in the Chittoor district, these
units have been removed to the Southern districts. If one goes
to the Chittoor district, one can see how the people are suffering
there. So, I would request the Hon. Minister in charge of Famine
telief to restore to Chittoor district 1mmediately at- least one
military unit for attending to drinking waiter wells, if not to irri-
gation wells.

** Sir, the Governmentre thinking of finding milk in a dry cow.
All' the taxation proposals adumbrated in the Budget are there only
to milk the dry cow. Look at the ryots im our State. What is
the wealth that they are having? I can speak about one district,
namely, Chittoor, where nearly 50,000 wells went dry. There is,
of course, sub-soil water. If we bore these wells, we can get plenty
of water. There are a few cases where such boring of wells has
been done and where plenty of water has been found. I would
like to ask if the Government have thought about deepening wells
by boring. 2

‘“ Now, what about cattle? Government are levying, as it were,
a poll tax even on cattle. But I would like to point out that people
have not -got cattle even to plough fields. They do not have cattle
to give them a little manure. They depend upon cattle for manure
because most of the ryots cannot go in for chemical manures. In
such circumstances, the Government are thinking of taxing the
poor ryots.

‘“ Then there is the question of electric pumpsets. Sir, if the
Government have a right to tax the ryots, L say the ryots have also
a right to demand of the Government to deepen the wells, to extend
the supply of electricity for agricultural purposes, to.supply ¥hem
with oil engines, and to give them all-that is necessary to increase
production. But when the ryot is so weak, 'so poor and so
emaciated that he is unable to attend even: to his routine work, the
Governmenti want to impose a tax on him. If he has enough
income, of course, he is ready to pay it. But L submit to this House
that the ryot is very poor, and, therfore, we should not think of
imposing any tax on him:

‘“ 8ir, this Budget is a routine Budget. ILet us see how the
administration is being run. I say there is a lot of leakage of
articles between Madras and the villages where they are intended
to go. There is the Secretariat in Madras. But what are the
cfficers doing? They simply allot a ton of foodgrains for a parti-
cular place. But when the grains actually reach the destination,
we find the ton has become a pound. When the Government sane-
tion a crore of rupees for a particular purpose, if will not be even
Rs. 10 lakhs in the place where the money is actually utilised.
Where does all this money go? I can cite some instances in this
connection. There is the Agricultural Department in Madras. In
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the Budget of last year about Rs. 120 lakhs had been sanctioned
for the purchase of agricultural machinery. But how far has this
money been utilized tor the specified purpose and for the benefit
of the public? There should be an inquiry into the misuse of funds
set apart for the purchase of machinery., From whom are the
Government buying oil engines? We find machines costing lakhs
of rupees are being bought. Why not the Government indent for
them from America and Britain? 1t is a pity that our Government
want to be the fourth, sixth or the tenth man to purchase these
machines, whereas in the open market they are being sold at the
rate of Rs. 400 or Rs. 500.  But people are forced to go io the
Agricultural Department for getting these machines because they
can get them on loan basis.  Buf is that what the Government
should do? Is there not anybody to check all these things? Are
there not people to take note of these things?  Certainly we are
here, 375 of ms, for this purpose. It is our duty to bring it 1o ine
notice of the Government wherever there is such leakage.

‘“ About 40 miles from this place, there is a cattle breeding
farm. That farm is purchasing paddy straw at the rate of Rs. 99
per ton. Is it not too much'a price paid for paddy straw? T know
in Guntur, Krishna and Neiore districts, it is selling at the rate
of Rs. 45 per ton.

‘“ Then, in Visakhapatnam, cattle-feed is being purchased at
the rate of Rs. 238 from Nagpur, Madhya Pradesh and other
places. I would ask, ' Is there not proper and geod cattle-feed
locally available? Could not the Government find fodder for these
cattle which could be used in the cultivation of lands? ’

‘* Then, look at the Public Works Department, Rajaji has
called that Department, his enemy No. 2. Iet us examine tius
enemy number 2. 1 say it is a * percentage department.” Whether
you take minor iirigation, tank restoration or any otber thing, that
Department depends upon percentages. There are iriends in the
Department who haye disclosed facts to me. In one ‘instance a
friend dug a well over which the Government spent some Rs. 3,000.
But he has finished the work with Rs. 1,450 and the rest has been
shared by the overseer, supervisor and the.contractor. So, the
bills have had to be passed only for, paywent to the overseer,
supervisor and the ‘contractor. I say it is all ‘a ‘calculation of
figures. Every one of us should examine' things and find Jsault
with the Government if there is anything wrong. Otherwise, the
Government cannot run well.

** In fact, I have been asking some of my friends why they
should not undergo medical or some other course instead of the
engineering course. Many students are bothering me to find them
seats in the Engineering College. When I discuss things with
them, they say, ‘ It is very easy to earn in the Engineering
Department.” T say, with due respect to the honest officers in the
Engineering Department, that it is a department which is the
most leaky. (An hon. Member : * Hear, hear ’.) Unless this
state of affairs is remedied soon, there is no scope for progress, We
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are collecting money from poor people. We are collecting, as it
were, tears from the people. But all that money is being misused
by officers of the Department concerned. This misuse must be
stopped immediately. Unless we prevent this leakage, we cannot
run the Government efficiently.

** There are many taxation proposals in this Budget. Of course,
money has to be found. But, for that purpose, 1 would suggest
tightening up of the sales tax machinery. Certainly some sales tax
officers in the districts have told me that if sales tax is collected
properly, the Government can get another Rs. 8 or Rs. 9 crores.
This can be done by appointing a few more sales tax officers in each
district. Let us do that.

{* Next there are the buses. Of course, the proposed levy of a
surcharge on bus fares has created a terror in the minds of the
people who own buses. . There are many people who own bus
routes. But it is said that only one or two bus route owners make
huge profits. Sir, to own a single bus, there should he a capital
of Rs. 20,000.- If a man has that Rs. 20,000 in his hands, can
that man be called a poor man? Therefore, this bus affair is not
a poor man’s business; it is a contractor’s business; it is a rich
man’s business. The hon. Member Sri Anthony Pillai was saying
that the tax on motor vehicles in India was the highest in the
world and that the tax in Madras State, was the highest among
all the States in the Indian Union. What if it is the highest? I
say it must be double or even treble the present rate, if the Gov-
ernment fail to auction these bus routes. = These mctor route
permit-holders have got an All-India Sangam of their own. It is
through that Sangam that they say that this tax must be reduced.
But 1 ask : if the business is not, paying, why should they run after
getting route permits? Certainly the —Hon. the Minister for
Transport can say how many applications are received for every
route that is newly opened. It has also been ‘our experience that
these bus routes are sold for a certain consideration. Each route
is taken in the name of one person and transferred to avother
person for Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 25,000. In:this'manner; sale of bus
routes has been.made a business by some people in the past. When
bus routes are paying, why sheuld we hesitate to auction these bus
routes? Is there any constitutional difficulty? Is there any diffi-
culty put forward by this House? Or, is there any difficulty from
the Central Government? If there is any constitutional difficulty,
let us request the Central-Government to remove that difficulty.
When that is done, we should not seek to show any consideration
in the matter of bus routes to anybody. Those people who own
buses have been running them all these years and they have made
huge profits. 'T'herefore, in the interests of the public let us stop
this system of granting permits for bus routes.

““ Then, 1 come to Prohibition. It is a question in which the
entire House and the public outside are very much interested.
Some people say that because Rajaji was the father of this ]‘?l'ohl-
bition movement, he will not agree to scrap it. One of our sisters,
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Dr. (Mrs.) Soundaram Ramachandran was pleading with me,
“You want this Prohibition legislation to be repealed. Please for
your sister’s sake, for your mother’s sake, do not press it on the
Government.” I very well agree with her. She is one of our
sisters. True, many ladies in the villages may be fearing that this
Government will commit the mistake of repealing this Prohibition
legislation. But with all due deference to them and with all my
love, devotion and affection for these poor women, I say Prohibi-
tion is not working properly. It.is.only some 31 or 4 per cent of
the people that commit the mistake of indulging in this sinful thing.
When I say it is a sinful thing, I view it not as a splntuahst not
as a moralist, but.as a man who is interested /in seeing ihat if is
properly administered, | I ask: hon. Members here whether they
have not found in their experience that Prohibition is a failure.
There are many Congress friends here who know this. I ask them
to speak the truth here and not hide things. This is a sacred
place. If they speak the truth, they ‘will admit that Prohibition
is a failure. - But it is a sacred legislation. Our State was the first
fc introduce it. = Therefore, let us examine it thoroughly. T.et a
special Committee, whether it is a non-official Committee or a
Committee” consisting of Members of both the Houses of the
Legislature, be appointed. T.et us give as much time as possible
or as much time as Rajaji wants. Tet fhat Committee examine
the working of Prohibition. ~If it finds that the scheme is not
feasible, let us repeal it. 'Otherwise, let us earry on. Prohibition
is a thing whichiis costing the State too much.. Here in these
Budget proposals there are many items of expenditure which can
be reduced. We can make up the deficit in two ways. One is
by reducing the allotments for the items that are mentioned. The
other is by proposing new taxes. For example, there is the ifem
of grants to industrial concerns. In this regard a short notice ques-
Fion may be puf to the Industries Minister to elicit information
as To how many loans were granted in various districts and how
that money has been utilized for the progress of the industries
concerned. . I ask, is the aid given to help a few people who want
to run into insolvency or liquidation? Tf so, T want that the loan
should be cancelled. That ifem should be removed from Fhe
Budget. Why should loans running to lakhs of rupees be g1ven
to industrial concerns? If the loan is to-be 'given to an experi-
mental industry, then we may give small loans. If the Hon. the
Minister for Agriculture visits the disfricfs, he will see how the
agricultural machinery like oil engines is kept in the spen. A
sum of Rs. 120 lakhs is allotted for purchasing tractors and oil
engines. If one comes to Chittoor, one will see in front of the
District Board office how many engines are kepf in the open and
how they are deteriorating. They have a shed wherein some
green chemical manure is kept. But all these oil engines are kept

in the open. Will we do it? No. But this is what is taking place
in Chittoor. :

‘“ Then, the Hon. The Agriculﬁpre Minister, if he examines the
matter, will find that there are fractors which have not worked
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for more than 40 hours in a year. Is it for 'such tractors, bull-
dozers and oil engines that the Government are going to spend
Rs. 120 lakhs? Certainly that amount should be reduced. A grang
of Rs. 20 lakhs would have been enough for purchasing these oil
engmes. Therefore, let us remove the one crore of rupees from
this item and make it Rs. 20 lakhs.

‘‘ Thank you, Sir."”
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Ser K. R. NALLASIVAM :—** On a point of order, Sir, the hon.
Member in his speech said that the Ministers were drinking. Can
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Skt K. VINAYAKAM : —“It is not a point of order.””
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remarking that some of the Ministers were drinking. Can he make
such statements ? ”’

DEPUTY SPEAKER :—* It is not a point of order. The hon,
Member may continue his speech.”
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DEPUTY SPEAKER :—‘‘ The hon. Member, Sri P. Rama-
murthi, will now speak. .He is allotted 46 minutes and he should
finish his speech within the time allotted.”’

Sri P. RAMAMURTHI: —‘ Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in
examining the Budget proposals, I do not propose to go into the
details of the various departments as I should like fo reserve my
comments for a future occasion when cut motions are moved in
respect of the various Demands. For the moment, I shall
examine the general structure of the Budget and the basic structure
underlying the Budget and see how far they help us, how far they
help this State and how far they help the people of this State fo
solve the great and grave problems that are facing us to-day.
While examining the structure of this Budgef, we have got to
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:remember that this is a Budget that is pr ted to this House and
«through-this House to the people of this State five years after the
iCongress ‘claimed to have achieved independence for this counfry.
“What is the picture that emerges out of this Budget five years
-after independence is supposed to have been achieved? >’

"Tee HoN. Dr. R. NAGAN GOUDA :—*“ Only supposed to
‘have been achieved !’

Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI:—‘ . Yes, I definitely say that inde-
_rendence is only suppesed to-have beenuachieved. What you
claim to have achieved is not real independence. It is only a
-mirage. It is not-real independence.” The,system. of exploitation
wcreated by the: British when they were, ruling this.country con-
tinues to- exist .even to-day. Though Mountbattens might have
.departed, the .British- imperialistic -exploitation of this country
sill continues' to exist. hat is why 1 purpesely say ihat inde-
.pendence is. only supposed to. have beéen achieved.

““ We were -told before "that ‘the moment the . Britisher
~departed from this country, the century-old arrest.of growth that
~had been the eurse of this country on account of foreign demina-
-tion for a very long time.would be putianiend to. "T'am not going
tto -blame the .Government for not having solved the problems
-created during the 150 ‘years’ British misrule.--«When the Con-
.gressmen claimed that :they had achieved independence for the
~country, ‘after ‘their five ‘years’ rule in the Sfate, we naturally
expeected the Finance’ Minister “to present ‘before this House a
true andi.correct -pieture 'of what exactly the economic-life of this,
State -is, what.exactly the economic health and well-being of the
people of this State is and how exactly the present Government
_propose to ‘tackle the severe and acute problems of poverty and
indebtedness tand unemployment. that have become the curse of
this' country ever since the British set foot in this unfortunate

country of ours. Therefore I wish to examine the basic structure
underlying this Budget.

FOR THE 827

~““On that basis, let us also examine, or I.should say, let us
remember the various articles . of the Constitution @ which  the
"Congressmen “have themselves framed. ILet me refer to the
‘Directive Principles of State Policy.’-laid down in Part TV of
the Constitution. The principles laid down in this Part are not
justiciable, i.e., they are not enforceable by any Courts of Law.
*Nevertheless, the principles laid .down in Artiele 37 are funda-
mental. This Arficle states, ‘ The provisiens contained in this
Part shall not be enforceable by any Court, but the principles
therein laid down are nevertheless fundamental in the governance
of the country and it shall be the duty of the State to apply These
principles. in making laws.” Therefore the Congressmen who are
sitting to-day on the other side of the House and those who are
sitting on the "reasury Benches owe a duty to themselves and to
the people of this State to apply the fundamental principles in
the governance of this country. If they ‘do not apply these
prineiples, then it means they are treacherous to the people to whom
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they have to apply these principles. Article 38 of the same Part
IV states, ‘ The State shall strive to promote the welfare of the
people by securing and protecting as effectively as it may a social
order in ‘which justice, social, economic and political, shall inform
all the institutions of the national life.” Therefore it is clear that
what the Congressmen who framed this Constitution were aim-
ing at is not perpetuation of the existing social order; for if they
had thought of perpetuating the existing social order, they would
not have said here, ‘ by securing.a social order’. 8o, under
Article 38, there is a' promise to: the people that they will eradi-
cate the existing'social order, which 'means they will eradicate
poverty and other sufférings of the ‘peoplé. The term * social
order * is not used; there is an' abstract sense. It refers to all
aspects of life—both public and private. Again, under Article
39 (a) they say, ‘ The BState shall, in ' particular, direct its
policy towards securing (a) that the cifizens, men and women
equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood.” T.et
us examine how the Congress Ministers are carrying out the
promise.contained in this solemn declaration...I say that it is a
solemn  promise made to the people. Whether«they are carrying
out this promise can be very well seen from the Budget. We
have to examine whether the Government are putting forward
concrete proposals for the eradication of unemployment, poverty
and indebtedness, or whether they are out for accentuating the
problem of unemployment and other things." That will be the
real test and that will be the acid test which, T should say, this
Budget cannot stand. Therefore I say that this Budget deserves
to be condemned in no uncertain terms and the persons who
framed this Budget only deserve the severest condemnation not
only by this House, but also by the entire people of this State.
That is the eriterion by which I wish to examine the basic struc-
ture of the Budget. Under Article 89 (¢) they say that all the
citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate
means of livelihood. The other day the Hon. the Industries
Minister was answering a question puf by the hon. Lady Member,
Dr. Soundaram Ramachandran, in regard to the imequalifies in
the salaries' given to the nurses both in Government service and
in Municipal service. . At that time, I particularly put a question
to the Hon. Minister and asked whether he was willing to accept
the principle of equal pay for equal work, and the Hon. Minister
was good enough to reply that he was not prepared to accept
that principle. Well, that is the way in which they are carrying
out the solemn promises given by them on the floor of the Consti-
tuent Assembly which was their own creation. I leave it at that.

““Now, let us examine the Budget on the basis of these
proposals. T admit that the Hon. the Finance Minister has made a
departure in his Budget speech, from the usual procedure, to
which we have been accustemed in this Legislature before.
Budget speeches were usually prepared by I.C.S. Government
Secretaries. An attempt to depart from fhe usual procedure has
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been made in the present Budget speech. I say there has been
a departure in the seunse that he has attempted to place before
the Members of this House the acute problems that are facing *
us. We are told in the speech about some of the problems. The
speech begins with the problem of famine. With that the differ-
ence ends. He had to refer to it as it was so acute and so patent
and as it had affected the coffers of the State by depleting the
national Exchequer—I mean the State Exchequer—and so he
could not but refer to that problem. This is how the question
of famine is worrying hime" The question'of famine worries him
now only from this péint of 'view. Tt worriesthim from a very
narrow point of view and not that it is something which is terrible
and which has been a recurring phenomenon for the last 200 years
and more, ever sinee the British Imperialists set foot in this
country. About the causes for the famine, he has not mentioned
anything. The Hon. the Finance Minister simply says that because
of adverse seasonal ‘eonditions that set in in the month of December
1951, the State Exchequer is depleted. Certain expenditure has
to be incurred in the famine-affected areas on accounf of the
adverse seasomal conditions. = This is what worries him.. More
than this, there is-nothing that worries him. What are the funda-
mental causes that led to this famine and that have been leading
to famines in the past again and agdin? The Minister has not
a word to say about this and so I wonder how he is going to tackle
this problem and see that hereafter famines do not recur. All
that he seems to be-worried about is the State Budget and nothing
more.

4-15
p-m.

‘“ Then, Sir, the Hon. the Minister for Finance has given us
a catalogue of the so-called relief measures that have been under-
taken in order to give some measure of relief to the people in
distress. How many people have been benefited by these relief
measures, to what extent they have benefited from these, what are
the kinds of productive work undertaken as a sort of relief to the
unemployed and.to what extent these relief works will help the
particular part of the country that has been affected by famine
to avert famines in future—about these we have not been vouch-
safed any statement.

‘“ An attempt has been made to show that because the Famine
Code provides for a mimimum wage which ought to be given to
the workers engaged on famine relief works and because that
minimum wage, which may be about one and a half or two annas
per head, is too inadequate to meet the needs of the people owing
to the present high cost of living, the Government did not apply
the provisions of the Famine Code to these areas and declare them
as famine areas. Sir, this is a wonderful argument. I cannot
at all understand this kind of argument. Tast month, we met—
I mean in the month of May—and had the Government only
wanted, they could have told us that they would be obliged to pay
only the wages I have mentioned just now if they should apply
the Famine Code to the famine-affected areas. Then, again, Sir,
what prevented the Government from paying maximum wages,
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I ask? The Famine Code lays down that the minimum w:
shall ‘be so much. It does notyptevent the payment of ma.xm:gn:
wages. You cannot pay less than the minimum: wage. That is what
it-lays down. It does not say, ‘' You cannot increase the wages
at any time.” Then, why it is that the Government did not
declare the areas as famine areas? There is something deeper,
there is something more fundamental, behind the action of the
Government than what they now say. If the Government antici-
pated. any difficulty in the application of the Famine Code, what
prevented them from eoeming before the House with an amendment
to the Famine Code? /We:met;here just 26 days after the new
Government_agmmaed office. Did they ,think'we were going to
refuse permigsion? . On: the .other hand, we' would have gladly
welcomed any.such amendment. They did not choose to do  it.
After all, they. have ‘got the Ordinancesmaking power. The
Governor has got it. Mr. Rajagopalachari ceuld have advised him
to issue an Ordinance to amend the. Famine Code:. He can always
advise the Governor to issue amy Ordinance at any time he likes.
‘What prevented him from doing this? Sir, asi I said, there is
something, deeper here. The only. consideration. that,weighed with
the Government when they decided not to deeclare these, areas as
famine areas is the fact that once they declare the areas: asi such,
automatically. they would b8 obliged  fo: suspend all -land revenue
collections there; automatically they would be obliged to suspend
collection of takkavi loans there, but the Government were not
prepared to de that. This fact was evident from the answer given
by the Government to an interpellation put-in this House a few
days ago as to why they were continuing to collect kist from the
holders of garden linds in Rajampet which is part' of the famine-
affected Rayaldseema. That is the real conmsideration and they
want to hide that fact. They are so much after money, they are
so much after fleecing the people to the last pie that they are not
prepared to declare them as famine areas. Instead of openly
admitting that, they are trotting out a rotten excuse which will bear
no scrutmy.

‘* Coming to the measures of relief, what'is the sort of relief
that the Government are giving to these people? £ir, the character
of relief afforded stands out in bold relief. Gruel centres in
Cuddapah have been closed down. The relief' by way of opening
gruel centres is not at all -adequate, and however much the Hon. the
Finance Minister attempts to hide it, the truth comes out tearing
the veil that is thrown over it. The Finance Minister says
that the grant of loans was liberalized. What does it ‘show?
The grant is liberalized for the support of the larger pattadars.
The oclass character of the Government stands out again in bold
relief.- Sir, the’term ° larger pattadars ' is an euphemistic term
meaning * big landholders ’. What is the amount that is set apart
for the grant of takkavi loans for these big land-holders?  Two
hundred lakhs of rupees. And what is the amount earmarked for
putting up gruel centres? Only Rs. 50 lakhs, and this is the
gratuitous relief that is proposed. These gruel centres are mainly
intended : for lakhs and lakhs of people who have been rendered’
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unemployed, and the amount that the Government are spending
for their relief is Rs. o0 lakhs winle tie takkavi loans take away
200 lakbs of rupees, and that is for the larger pattadars. So, for
.ne big landholders the Government are prepared to spend 2 crores
of rupees but for the ordinary people—the peasants and the work-
ers—they can spend only Rs. 50 lakhs. Then, Sir, the Finance
Minister says: ‘ The possibility that a good portion of the takkavi
- and subsistence loans might ultimately have to be written off as
irrecoverable has to be borne insmind by the Government.” Here
. again; the class charactersof the Governmentustands patent. They
¢ admit that out of the 200 lakhs of xupees, a:good portion will have
to be written off as irrecoverable. So, they are prepared to spend
on them so mueh, but on the hundreds and milliens of people
who are starving, they.can only spend notweven a fourth of it.
That is their policy. .Can they call this policy :as one designed in
the interests of ‘the common people of this country?

‘“ Then, -we 'shall come. to. the -question of “slump. . When
you take mpr this guestion of slaimp, even there, T must ask, how
is this problem of slump to be tackled. How does it.affect the
common man? How does it affect the individual in.drade? These
are not the things they are worried about.  They are worried only
about balancing the Budget. - That the slump is something which
1s far 'more terrible, that-a fall in: priees is not something which
1s desirable or ‘wihueh is in’the interests of the.common people,
since there is noteyet a gradual fall im. prices either on account
of measures.of anti-inflation or measures of deflation, should be
vealized. That is one thing. Again, the sudden fall in prices is
not due to any measures taken by this Government or by the Gov-
ernment of India and, therefore, the Government of India officials
and the Finance Minister at the Centre, Mr. Deshmukh, were
. surprised as to how there had been a sudden fall. Somebody says

it is due to some financial crisis somewhere. = Somebody else says
it is due to the collapse of the financial structure of trade. So it
is not due to any measures that the Government had planned and
carried out to bring about.a: fall in prices. Therefore, Sir, we
feel that the sharp and sudden fall in.priees is something which
has got to be looked into, not merely from the point of view of
State finances but alsé from the points of view'of the larger inte-
rests of the common people and ;the trade. You must find oug
how it affects the trader, how-it affeets the worker, how it affects
the private businessman and how it affects the peasant. If you
get an understanding of all these problems you can solve the prob-
lem of slump very easily. I make bold to say, Sir, that the Gov-
ernment have no solution for any single problem I have mentioned.
They have no solution whatsoever. They simply brush aside all
these. If they think of the slump to-day it is because they are
worried that the revenues of the State will dwindle and the Sales
Tax may go down from about Rs. 16 crores now to about Rs. 14
or Rs. 141 crores, and even this amount may not be realized be-
cause of the continuance of the slump. They are concerned about
it only in so far as it affects their revenues and no more.”’

A—13
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THE HoN. DR. R. NAGAN GOUDA :—"* What are your sig.
gestions for arresting the slump? *’ ; <

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI :—" I will certainly make my sug-
gestions provided I am given sufficient time, and I hope my Hon
Friend will join with me in requesting the Chair to give me more
time than has been allowed to me, so that I may put forward
positive proposals. So, Sir, these are the problems we are faced
with to-day.

‘* Then, Sir, theCongress Party contested the elections with
that wonderful Five-Year Plan. 1 am:notigoing into the details
of the Plan. #T am not going in detail into this panegyric called
the Five-Year Plan. What does it promise? At the end of five
years, it promisés t6 take us back to the year 1939, to the period
when British- lmperialism was directly ruling this eountry, when
hundreds of ‘millions of people were starving.. Tt promises to take
us back to the conditions obtaining  then. Does the Budget
propose-to.fulfil even that little promise? Thatis what Lask. Here
are the figures. The Five-Year Plan has provided that in respect
of irrigation,  education, public health and other nation-building
activities the total amount that will have to be spent in the year
195253 is about Rs. 35:65 crores. And what is the amount that
the Government have provided in the Budget for all ‘these Depart-
ments? On-every account, the Government have slashed the
provision. In respect of these major items of work the Five-Year
Plan has provided about Rs. 85:65 erores but the Government have
reduced it to Rs. 26:95 crores. There is a reduction of about 25
per cent. At this rate what is it that they are going to achieve?
Are they really going to take us back to the 1939 level? Are they
going really to take us to the time of the British Imperialism?
When are they going to do even this? After how many years
are they going to achieve this at this rate? Ten years or fifteen
years? - This is the question I want them to honestly answer.
The Five-Year Plan has promised to provide for a” sum of about
Rs. 22:68 crores m respect of irrigation for 1952-53 and what is
it that they are providing in this Budget? They are providing for
only Rs. 15:44 crores, that is, they have slashed nearly a third of
the promised: provision. Then, Sir, the five-year plan proclaims
that India is an agrieultural country. 'And what is it that the
Congress has done to improve lagriculture? It has thrown to the
winds the promises that it has been making to the people. It criti-
cised the British Imperialists all along that they prevented the
industrial growth of this country. It said that the industrial eco-
nomy of the country was lop-sided and that there was lack of
balance between the agrarian economy and the industrial economy
of the country. It said there was unemployment, poverty and in-
debtedness in the country. These are the specific charges that the
Congress levelled against the British Government during the 50
vears when they were in opposition to the British rule.

< That criticism could very well be addressed to the Congress
Government. In this wonderful five-year plan it was stated that
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they would develop only this agricultural industry and for that they
would have irrigation schemes. Where are those schemes? ™’
Tue HonN. Dr. R. NAGAN GOUDA :—'* We have provided

about Rs. 15 crores which is double the amount of land revenue
that we get.”’

Sr1 P. RAMAMURTHI :—'* 1 am not now concerned with
how much it is, but what did the Congress promise when they went
to the elections? They promised to the people : ‘ Liook here, this
is our five-year plan, this is.what we are ‘going to do; this is what
we are going to spend year after year.’' During.the elections the:
Congress promised that they swvould 'stand by that plan. They,
promised to spend Rs. 22-68 crores for the Madras State in the year
1952-53. 1 ask whether .the Government are now standing by
the promise onwhether they are going back on the promise. That
is the test. Jf it is stated that Rs. 15 crores is double our land
revenue and that the Government cannot afford to spend more than
that, why was that promise made when the Congress went to the
election? Tt means that the Congress is only promising every-
thing but not ‘fulfilling anything. It is simple deception now to

say that the Government are spending twice the amount of land
revenue on irrigaion.

‘“ Well, Sir, we-people on this side proclaimed even during the
election campaign that this five‘year plan was a bogus plan, that
it was not going fo succeed because the planner himself, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, did not know the A, B, € of économics. He
may claim to be a great economist but none the less we know what
he is. He was Chairman of the National Planning Commission,
and there is his wonderful report. We do not know its fate. We
know he has been planning a number of planning committees since
194647, of some of which I had the misfortune to be a Member.
We do not know what happened to them. 1In 1949 there was a
wonderful plan, the food self-sufficiency plan under which, after
two years, that is, from the end of 1951, India would not import
a single grain of foodstuff from abroad, even though the heavens
may fall and the earth-may break. “This was the wonderful plan
of Panditji in the year 1949. "We know what has become of that
plan. Every single ‘plan of Panditji ever since then has been
thrown to the winds. That is. the reality:  Even to-day you are
not able to fulfil the five-year plan. This shows that this plan
also will go the same way the other plans went, plans that were
drafted by these wonderful people.

“ Why is it so? It is because the basic principles, the funda-
mental principles of our economic structure on which the Con-
gress previously made promises when it was in opposition, when
it was not in office, were forgotten, and to-day the economics that
were taught to us by the British Imperialists are being substituted
for them. As early as 1936, when the Congress elected to contest
the elections, the agrarian programme was an important item in
their manifestos. It was stated then that the basic problems of
poverty, indebtedness and unemployment were fundamentally due

A—14
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to the antiquated agrarian relationship that existed in this country
an agrarian relationship that was super-imposed by the Brit,isl;
Imperialism in their 150 years of rule over India, and that the basic
problems could be tackled only if that relationship was abolished,
That was what we were promised in 1946, in 1936 and even, in
1933. Even as early as 1933 Panditji declared that the agrarian
system in this country had become bad; obsolete and shattered,
and unless something new, and something more equitable to the
people was substituted immediately the whole country would be
heading towards a terrible disaster, and terrible crash. This was
stated in the year 1933. Twenty years have gone by. (Interrup-
tion.) Thiz was in 1983. I think T am correct and that my
arithmetic is not wrong. ;| Now when we say that this basic pro-
gramme should be earried out, when we ask why they have not
carried out a single programme for solving the problem, we are
told that there is a slump. How was it created? . Slump is a basic
fact. A few months ago we were told the way in which the pro-
blems of the country could be solved. It was * more production,’
‘ more and more produetion.’ Panditji used to shout this on every
platform. This was the slogan : * Produce, produce more.” To-day
people have produced. In the year 1952 the production of cloth
has increased by 10 per cent over the 1950 level, and this 10 per
cent increase did not take us to the 1949 level. 1In:1949 we had
nearly 360 lakh yards of cloth whereas in 1950 we had hardly
300 lakhs of yards. The market is not able. to absorb even this
10 per cent increase. People are not able to buy. (Interruption.)
It is not the slump in the handloom industry that I am referring to.
Even the mill cloth the people are not able to buy. This the
Finance Minister admits. The hon. Member Dr. Soundaram
Ramachandran was pleading that we should purchase handloom
cloth. But where is the wherewithal and, where is the money?
There is no money in the hands of the people. You have pauper-
ised the people. Then you go about and tell people to buy hand-
loom cloth, sing the saga of the handloom cloth, sing the saga of
the handloom weaver and how he withstood the onslaught during
the 150 years of the British rule. Well, he has withstood the
onslaught, but you have ruined him.

““ After all, the question of inflation is .there. What is i.nﬂs-
tion? It is not a difficult term to understand. After all inflation
is nothing more than a device by means of which the wealth of
the country is redivided in favour of certain classes and against
the ordinary people. That is the meaning of inflation. The total
wealth in the country is after all a fixed quantity. You have not
created more wealth” during the last six years. It is represented
by the total production inside the country. What does money
do? Money is after all a measure of -dividing the wealth, is a
measure of exchange. Wealth is divided by means of money.
That is what happens. Money is the purchasing power. That
means to say that the money that is in the hands of the gndxvuiual
is the measure of that individual’s share in the total national pro-
duction, the total national wealth that is produced in that year.
That is the function of money. When you have created inflation

x
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what does it mean? The common people, the worker, the pea-
sant, the middle class salaried people, have got money and that
money is not able to purchase for them what they were purchasing
before in the shape of food, and other services. What does that
mean? It means that the total wealth created in the country
during the particular year has been re-divided in a new way in
favour of a certain richer class, the landlords, the merchants who
are still ruling our country, the Binny’s and the Harvey’s who
are the people who are still holding @ dominating position in the eco-
nomy of this country. @hey have grown richer. The wealth that
was produced wentinto their hands. ,The common people were
pauperized year after year. This is inflation. "Who was responsi-
ble for it? TFor five years inflation ran riot and you went on
increasing the price of cloth, the price of yarn. The Textile Control
Board was there. < Tnstead of the Board controlling the mills, the
mills controlled the Board. = Various other control boards were set
up. They were all wonderful control boards. TInstead of the boards
controlling the people in the trade, those people began to control
the control machinery. That is what happened all along. To-day
the State Government want the Central Government to reduce the
price of cloth and the price of yarn in the interest of the handloom
weavers. But the Central Government increased “the prices of
yarn of 40s and below, and of coarse and medium cloth. This is
a wonderful position. By increasing the price of cloth, by increas-
ing the price of every commodity, what else are you doing except
creating inflation? By this, money gets inflated. You know how a
balloon gets inflated when you blow air into it. As you go on inflat-
ing, it gets bigger and bigger and finally bursts.  When money goes
on inflating it also bursts. That means there is no value in money.
The value of money gets reduced. As the balloon bursts, money also
will burst and there will be nothing left. That is where you are lead-
ing the country. (Interruption.) That is not deflation. That is what
I wanted to say. The ordinary people want money for they have
got to pay for their needs. The prices of the necessaries of life
have not fallen. “After all the monopolists have a way to get over
it. TFor instance take the price of cloth. T hope the Hon. Minister
is reading ‘mewspapers’; and I also ~hope he had read the
anriouncement made by the Goyvetnment of India. He would have
found that the price of medium and coarse cloth has been
increased bv the Government of India just a week back. Similarly
the price of yarn of 40s and below. ¢oarse and medium counts of
varn, has been increased by the Government of India just about
four days ago. The monopolists have a way of getting things done.
And who suffers? The man who suffers is the poor man, the pea-
sant, the worker, the ordinary men, most of whom are not owners
of land. The poor peasants have no occupancy rights. Tt is the
noor peasant who has no right whatever in the land who is obliged
to pay the heavy price. There is terrible slump in cotton prices.
T.ast vear the price was Rs. 150 and it has fallen to Rs. 90 or
Rs. 80 this vear. Who pays for this fall in price? The peasant.
‘The price of cotton was dictated for the whole of the State by
Harvey’s of Madurai. The price of handloom cloth has gone down,
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it is said. I am not talking about the handloom. I am talki
about the mills. Handloom is not a major thing. Then the price
of sugarcane has gone down. It has virtually collapsed. Peasants
are not willing to cut the cane from the fields. You cam find hun-
dreds and thousands of acres in Pugalur in Coimbatore district
and in several other places in the State where people are not cut-
ting the cane because they do not find it profitable even to cut
the cane. They are not able to bear even the cost of cutting the
cane. Cattle cannot eat it:wwPhesonly animal that can eat it is
the elephant. The ryots cannot, afford to have elephants to eat
it. Therefore sugarcane crops had to be burnt. This is what is
happening oyer vast areas of our country.,  The peasants are suffer-
ing, because prices have collapsed.' They have not got the money
to continue .cultivation next year. Whatever-might be the case,
whatever might be the terrible indebtedness they might be under,
Fhey have to. pay rent to the landlord. The Hon. Mr. Palaniswam
Gounder. (I am not referring to individual cases but to the class
to which he belongs) owns & number of acres in Vellikinar. There
a peasant pays rent even upl to Rs. 350. Prices may collapse but
the landlord must have his rent. T say the-landlord does not
suffer. ./ The landlord gets his money all right:~/But the peasant
who has no occupancy.righfs, the peasant who is actually carrying
out the agricultural operations, and who has not even the where-
withal to carry out agricultural operations, it is he that has to pay.
Whe gives eredit to him? To whom is the entire credit structure
of the State beneficial? After all, the takkavi'loans go to a small
percentage of the people who own lands and who are pattadars.
But T say a major portion of the lands, about 60 to 70 per cent of
the lands in the country are still held by the landed class though
the number of pattadars might, be large. How does the takkavi
loan help. these poor peasant? = How.can he get the needed credit?
The banks do not give him credit, the big agriculturists do not
give him credit, the co-operative banks do not give him credit.
Under these. conditions the poor peasant has to find the where-
withal to continue his agrienltural operations, ‘How can agricul-
ture flonrish under. these conditions? That is why we say that
this terrible impovérishment of the people during the last five years
has led to a situation in which the people have not got the pur-
chasing power. So much so, the cry * produce or perish ’ 'ha,s in
reality turned out to be ‘produee and perish.’ T emphasise the
word ‘ and ’. ‘The people have produced and they are perishing.
This is what is happening under the system of economy that you
have invented and are perpetuating.”” = (At this stage the Speaker
resumed the Chair.)

Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘ The hon. Member should not say ‘ you’
whert he refers to the Government.””

Srt P. RAMAMURTHI :—*‘ That is why we say that there
cannot be a solution to this problem unless the balance between
agriculture and industry is restored. And this balance cannot be
restored unless we find an internal market for the goods we are
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producing, and there cannot be an internal market unless the pur-
chasing power of the peasantry who form 80 per cent of the ‘popu-
Jation is increased; and their present purchasing power can be
increased only by the abolition of the feudal land relationship and
the abolition of that class of parasites who simply sit idle and do
not spend their money for any productive purpose. Sir, here I
am making a distinction between the feudal land-owning class
and the capitalist class. Mr. Rajagopalachariar was saying the
other day that the Communists will ehampion the cause of the
capitalists also. Yes, we will champion the cause of industrialists
and we do not hide the facts,| Mr, Rajagopalachariar was also
saying that the @ommunists were hiding their real purpose. No,
Sir. Had Mz, Rajagopalachariar had the courtesy just to read
our programme, he would have found that it is not we who are
hiding the facts, but it is he who s hiding the facts. . Sir, I will
just read a few sentences from the programme of the Communist
Party of India adopted by the All-Tndia Party Conference in Octo-
ber 1951 long before the eleetions took place—

¢ Faced with these facts, the Communist Party of India feols it its duty
to outline to the people the practical tasks, the practical programme which the
Communist Party cf India upholds and which should be put into effect by the
people of India: .
We were not sure and arrogant that we will implement the pro-
gramme and we leéave that arrogance to the Congress. If this
programme is in their interests and if the people think that it is
in their interests, it is for the people to implement it, as we have
stated in the programme—

¢ If they wish to come out of the deadlock into which they have been forced
by the present Government if they wish to attain their freedom and happiness.

¢ While ldhenng to tha aim of bmld;ng a qouin.list society the Communist

Party is not in our country in the
present stage of our davelopmant e

We state our aim and stand by our aim; but that can only be the
ultimate aim.’ We are not people who will say, ‘ If we have got
to go upstairs, let s just jump from here without getting up the
intermediate steps.” The society which we aim at has got to deve-
lop and pass through certain stages of development. before we can
build a socialist society. Therefore we said—

¢ In view of the back: d of the i of India and
of the weakness of the mass of work and toiling
intelligentsia, our Party does not find it possible at present to earry out socialist
transformation in our ocountry. Bub our Pucy regardsa.sqmte mature the
task of replacing the present anti by
a new Government of People’s Demooruy creat.ed on the basis of a codlt]on

of all democratic anti-feudal and forees in"the

effectively guaranteeing the rights of the people, of giving land to the poasanh
gratis, of p: our against the competition of foreign
goods and of i the i ion of the country, of securing a higher

standard of living to the working c]m. of ridding the people of unemplaymﬂnt
and thus placing the country on the wide road of p
and independence.’

We know that the establishment of socialism means a certain
amount of development and that a pre-requisite to that develop-
ment is a certain amount of industrialization. We do not conceal



838 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE
YEAR 1952-53

_[Sri P. Ramamurthi] [9th July 1959

our aims. On the other hand, it is the Hon. the Chief Minister
who is concealing the realities. He must have certainly read our
programme. When we say, ‘ while adhering to the aim of build-
ing a socialist society . .> we mean that, unless a certain
amount of democratization takes place and unless there are mass
organizations of workers, peasants and toiling intelligentsia for run-
ning our national industries and unless we have these prerequisites
to nationalization, not nationalization like that of bus transport
in the City of Madras by the Congress Government, we can-
not have a socialist society. Socialization can be successful only
on the basis of a’certain amount of growth of industries and on
the basis of organizations of workers, peasants and toiling intel-
ligentsia, because democratization alone will lead to socialization.
Congress does mot think in terms of democratization. Finally
to-day, the Congress Government continues to heap taxes upon the
poor people and exempt the rich people. That is called freedom;
that is called independence; that is called fairplay. = The taxation
proposals are the heritage of the past 150 years of British rule and
we are asked to-support the budget. Can we not find a way out?
Even under the existing practice, certain very basic and funda-
mental changes have been made to tap other sources of revenue.
Take for example sales tax which has been agitating the minds of
the people for the last so many years. KEvery single man, woman
and child pays sales tax. The Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachariar was
pleased to say the other day when he was addressing  Pressmen
just immediately after he assumed office that there were three ways
of getting revenues to the Government—begging, borrowing and
stealing—and that indirect taxation amounted to stealing. T am
‘glad that the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachariar told the real truth when
he said that taxing people indirectly was equivalent to stealing.
Sales tax is an indireet taxation, and in the words of Sri Raja-
gopalachariar, it is equivalent to stealing from the people. If pri-
vate individuals steal, we will send them to jail. But, what is the
punishment that has got to be given by the people if the State
steals? T do not'knew. Instead of this multi-point sales tax, if
we have a simplified form of sales tax and if we 'exempt food
articles and other essential goods from this tax. ean we not make
up the deficit?  Sir, last year about 2,200 cars were imported into
this country, each costing from Rs. 11,000 to Rs. 27,000, on an
average about Rs. 15,000, and thé total eost came to Rs. 3-5 crores.
Even in England, a purchase tax of about 27 per cent is c_harged
on each motor ecar. Why cannot this Government also impose
about 25 per cent purchase tax or sales tax on all motor cars? Tt
will hit only that class of people who are going in for motor cars.
The Government would have got about Rs. 75-0 lakhs on this
aceount alone. Similarly there are various other luxury goods of
high value. I do not want to go into the details. The Govern-
ment can certainly impose these taxes, but they do not want to
do so.”

Srr C. RATAM RAMASAMT :—** What is the turn-over tax
in the National Budget of the Soviet Union to-day? T have some
figures and T will give them if he wants.”’
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Srr P. RAMAMURTHI :(—** 1 do not want to go into the
budget of the Soviet Union. If he wants, I shall certainly go
into that question, but not now as 1 have not got the time.

‘‘ Bo, Sir, we can levy such a purchase tax here also. Simi-
larly there are various other ways of taxing the richer classes. Take
another example, the coffee planters. 'The amount of land tax
they pay is about Rs. 2-8-0 per acre and the yield they get is
nearly 50 times the yield of paddy or any other commodity. The
paddy cultivator has got to.pay about Iks. 15 per acre or about
Rs. 18 including water-cess. Most of ithe coffee planters are HKuro-
peans and they pay'a tax of Rs. 2-8-0 only per acre. KEven the
Subrahmaniam Cemmittee’s Report has mentioned that a surcharge
of three annas or four annas per rupee can be levied on the cotfee
plantations. There are about 180,000 acres under coffee planta-
tion in this State ‘and why cannot this Government levy a tax on
them? Is/ it because the planters are mostly Europeans? Are
they preventing the Government from taxing them heavily? If
they do not tax them, is it because the plantations are owned by
Britishers -whose -interests they have to protect according to the
agreement, -entered into with Lord Mountbatten? The Hon. Dr.
Subbarayan in his Salem election speech (of course he is no longer
‘ honourable * now) said that there was a solemn agreement to pro-
tect the interests of the Britishers when we attained Independ-
ence, and this was reported in all our newspapers.in the country.
Therefore I say the Government refuse to tax these plantations,
and they go on taxing the common people and the common people
are bound to revolt: I use the word ‘ revolt ’ deliberately. The
people will revolt against this taxation on bus passengers and
against the systemn of existing agrarian relationship. And when
the people revolt, the only way by which the Government can keep
them down is by the Police apparatus on which they are spending
and will continue to spend about Rs. 7 crores per year. If they
carry out certain agrarian reforms, if they guarantee the peasant
a minimum price for his produce, and assure him that he will not
be evicted from the land, and that the land will belong to him,
then the Government need not spend so much on the Police
department.’ | In Tanjore hundreds of tenants are being evicted for
the last ten days, and the Police are running from village to vil-
lage. The Police know .that the people will 'revolt if they are
evicted from the lands which they were tilling for the last 20 or
80 years. Therefore I say, Sir, the Government are protecting
the interests of the'landlords, and the Police are there to look
after them. What else can the ordinary people make out from
these things? They are protecting the vested interests against
whom every day people are revolting for better wages and better
conditions of life. Tt is for protecting these vested interests that
this Budget has been presented to this House. It does not make
a single departure from the usual practice of the Imperialist Gov-
ernment and, later on, the three Congress Governments that were
in office since 1946. There is not a single departure even from
the Budget presented by Sri P. 8. Kumaraswami Raja when he



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE
YEAR 1952-53

[Sri P. Ramamurthi] [9th July 1952

was the head of the Caretaker Government and there is not even
one new policy in the present Budget. What we are given is the
same stereotyped Budget that was prepared, possibly by certain
I.C.S. officers, and presented by Sri P. S. Kumaraswami Raja.
Therefore I say that the Budget as presented by the Finance
Minister to this House does represent the continuation of the same
bankrupt policies that were pursued by the previous Congress Gov-
ernments, the "policies that left us on the brink of disaster, slump
and increased miseries to the people. Therefore, my submission is
that this Budget should be thrown out:*?

Mr. SPEAKER :—*‘“ Tomorrow morning leaders of various
parties will first speak. - After: they. have spoken the Hon. the
Lieader of the House will reply to the Debate.

‘“ I now adjourn the House till 8-80 a.m. tomorrow, Thursday,
10th July 1952.”"

The House then adjourned.
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