QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 843

10th July 1952]

Srx P. RAMAMURTHI:—‘ In view of the very unsatisfac-
tory salaries received by the el itary school teach will the
Government consider the desirability of recommending to the Gov-
ernment of India to place the elementary school teachers in the
category of ‘ sweated labour ’ under the Minimum Wages Act? >’
Tae Hon. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ We will consider
the suggestion to approach the Government of India for any,
support they may give to improve the lot of the elementary
school teachers.””

Srr V. K. RAMASWAMI MUDALIYAR:—“ In view of
the fact that many of the secondary and ‘elementary schools under
the District Boards are short of trained personnel  may I know
what the Government propose to do in the matter? *’

Mr. SPEAKER :—*° The question refers to the scales of pay of

elementary school teachers. The hon. Member can put a separate
question.’”

Sex V. V. RAMASAMI:— Since teachers are the makers
of our future generation, do the Government realize that it is
dangerous to postpone redressing their grievances? - Will they aet
immediately ? **

Tae Hox. De: M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ The Government
have realized the teachers’ difficulties and so, as a conces-
sion, they have issued the Government Order extending the
school fee concessions to the children of elementary school
teachers.””

Srr K. R. SAMBANDAM:— Why not the Government
enhance the salary of these teachers so that it may attract other
people to become teachers? *’

Tae Ho~x. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:— That is one aspect
of the matter. The improvement of the lot of teachers is
under the active ideration of Gov s
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Srr PILLALAMARRI VENEKATESWARLU:—“ As most
private managements of schools have failed to pay their quota of
Rs. 8, will the Government look into the matter and take the neces-
sary stepsP *’

Tere Hox. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—* The Government

are considering what steps to take to make the increment a
real one,”’
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Smx T. C. NARAYANA NAMBIAR :—* The minimum scale
of pay for an 'y her is Rs. 11 per:- mensem,
"That too is sub]ected to a cut xf the attendance of pupils diminishes,
_Will the Government therefore fix a minimum wage for the
“elementary school teachers? ’’

Tae Hon. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ I cannot go
through all the facts incorporated in the question of the hon.
Member. I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that a separate question
may be put.’’

Srr PILLALAMARRI VENEKATESWARLU:—‘ My pre-
vious question was mot properly answered. The Hon. Minister has
simply stated that steps are bemg taken. I want to know what
specific steps have been taken?

Tee Hown. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—‘‘ The Government

are considering what steps to take in the matter.”’

Srr P. THIMMA REDDI:—‘ May I know how much time
the Provincial Government and the Central Government require
for merging all the different grades of teachers. employed in
elementary schools and removing the differences existing between
them now? >

Tee Hon. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—“T am not able to

understand the meaning of the word ‘ merging.” If refer-
ence is made to removing the inequalities between the salaries
of teachers in various schools, I may inform the hon. Member
that the matter is under consideration.’’

Srr K. GOVINDA RAO:—‘ Is it not a fact that in some of
the District Board schools, the teachers are not receiving their
salaries for two or three months? *”

Tee Hon. Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:— ‘1 suggest, Mr.

Speaker, a separate question may be put.’””

Sr1 G. SATYANARAYANA :—** Bor e85 BB E do~es 2, 3
Vo SoTGOTT™ &8 0X>IOTT Q. BT BoOTT W43 ee).q'so r&ou‘v ‘-ﬁﬁ'v?
Tre Hox., Dr. M. V. ERISHNA RAO:—‘° Whenever the
District Board is in trouble, the Government are advancing
grants. I hope the District Board will be able to give better
salaries in time.’

Sex T. VISWANATHAM : —‘‘ In answer to some of the pre-
“vious questions, the Hon. Minister was pleased to say that steps
were being taken in the matter. I would like to know some steps
which are under the consideration of the Government at the
present moment.’’

THE. HON Dr. M. V. KRISHNA RAO:—* For instance we are
idering the hem of provxdent fund-cum-insurance for
1 fﬂfy 1

Mn SPEAKER :—** T have allowed more than fifteen minutes
for this question. I shall now pass on to the next question.”
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Withholding of gun licences in Pulivendla taluk. -

*68 Q.—Srr N. SIVARAMI REDDI: Will the Hon. the
. Minister for Law be pleased to state—

(a) whether it is a fact that several gun licences in Puli-
vendla taluk, Cuddapah district, have been withheld last year,
without informing the licence holders about the reasons for such
withholding ;- and

(b) if so, on what grounds have they been withheld?

Tee Hon. Srr K. P KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:— (a)
The answer issin the affirmative.
“ (b) The licences were cancelled as' the licensing authority

considered such ' action necessary for the security of the
~public peace.””

Srr T. NAGI'REDDI:—* May I know what exactly were the
reasons? | The question here asks for the reasons for the withhold-
ing. Is it that those people would be very difficult to handle if
they had licence for guns with them? 'What are-the particular
reasons for which the licences were cancelled? >’

Tre Hon. Sr1 K. P, KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—* A

separate question is mecessary, Sir.”’

Srr T. NAGI REDDI:—“ The question here asks for the
particular reasons.”’

Mz, SPEAKER:—‘The Hon. Minister wants a separate
question to be put.’’

Srr N. SIVARAMI REDDI:—‘‘ My question is not answered,
Sir. I wanted the grounds on which the licences were withheld.”
Tae HoN, Sk K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR :—* There
were about 18 instances in which fire-arms were used by
villagers in riots in those parts, and hence it was_considered
necessary to cancel the licences.”

Ser T. NAGI REDDI:—* Will the Government consider the
fact that if they were fo cancel only a few of the licences like this,
there would be greater discontent’and it would be better that either
they give licences to all the people in the area or withdraw the
licences from everyone who has it now?f ”

Tae Hon. Sk K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—‘ Gov-
ernment considered that the present action was necessary to
prevent misuse.”’

Srr R. SIDDANNA GOWD:—*“ Are the Government satisfied
that the orders of cancellation have been passed on. boma fide
grounds, or have they been actuated by malice? ™

Tre Hon. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—'‘ An

enquiry was held and the cancellation was made in pursuance

of that enquiry. There is mno  question of malice in this
matter.’>

8-45
a.m,
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Srr K. GOVINDA RAO:—*“ Is it a fact that a good
landlords are having gun licences in the Vinkhnpatmmg;istri’;;n’}:

Tue Ho~. Skr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—“ T do
not understand the questi Sir.”’

Mz. SPEAKER:—‘“ The hon. Member will repeat his
question.”’

Ser1 K. GOVINDA RAQ:— May I know if the Government
are aware that landlords in the Visakhapatnam district who have
got gun licences are sometimes threatening their peasants that they
;vxll ugs?’ their guns if they do not quit tﬁeir lands when asked to

0 807

Tae Hov. Srr K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—“ A
separate question may be put.”

. Smr A. M. SAMBANDAM:—* May I know whether the
licences were withheld due to political reasons or because the owners
were kisan organizers? ’?

THe  Hoy. Srr K. P. EKUITIKRISHNAN .NAYAR:—
‘“ Nothing of that sort, Sir.”’

Srr C. SUBBARAYUDU :—* May I know, Sir, out of the
eighteen cases where the guns were used, how many were in con-
nexion with cases of a p(ﬁitical character and how many were in
regard to village factions? ”’

Hox. Srx K. P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—
‘“ In all these cases, they were used for criminal purposes and
not for political purposes; so the licences were all cancelled.”’

Srr V. V. RAMASAMI :—‘ Do the Government, know that the
right to bear arms was one of the fundamental rights which were
demanded in the course of the national movement under the leader-
ship of Mahatma Gandhi and therefore it is up to this Government
to issue gun licenece freely to all those people who demand it? *’

Tae Hon. /Skr K, P. KUTTIKRISHNAN NAYAR:—
““ We are here concerned only with the misuse of the arms
already granted.”

Srr P. THIMMA. REDDI:—‘“ Will the Hon. Minister be
pleased to say what has happened to the fire-arms used by the
political thugs in the Krishna, Guntur and Godavari districts in
the riots in some of the villages there? Have the Government
collected any weapons. from them, and if so, how many of them

have been so collected P’

Tae Hon. Sri1 K. P. KUTTIKERISHNAN NAYAR;—
‘“ A separate question may be put.” 3
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Allotment and receipts of standard iron and steel.
*69 Q.—Srr C. R. RAMASWAMY: Will the Hon, the
Minister for Industries and Labour be pleased to state—
(a) what the quantity of standard steel allotted to this' Pro-

lv‘nn‘:;: was, for periods I, 1I and 1II of 1952, nnuer the following
eads : —

(i) Agriculture,
(ii) non-agricultural,
(iii) other quetas; and
(6) how much of the above guotas have so far been received
by the State?
Tae How. Dx. U, KRISHNA RAO:— (a).§ (b) A statement®
showing the allotments and receipts of standard iron and

steel under different quotas for periods I, II and I1I of 1952
is laid on the table of the House.”’

Se1 C.R. RAMASWAMY ;—°‘ Has the Ilon. Minister got any
explanation to offer for the wide disparity between the allotments
for the three periods in 1952 and the receipts?

Tee Hos. DE. U. KRISHNA RAO :—* The only explanation

that I can give is that the supply does not satisfy the
demand.””

Srr A. M. SAMBANDAM : —** May 1 know, Sir, whether the
steel goods have been sold through co-uparahva stores or by the
issue of permits to hardware merchants?

Tre Hox, Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘“ Tron and steel are
sold not only to co-operative societies, but to all those who
have licences to take and sell the materials.”

Dr. K. B. MENON :—‘ Is any preferential treatment given
to the co-operatives in making these grants of steel 7’

Tae Hox., Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—"‘ I do net think so.”’

Srr C. R. RAMASWAMY :— Is the Hon. Minister aware
that most of what has been received in the first period of 1962 is not
material for use by the consumer or by the tiller? ’;

Tae HoN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:— I should like the hon.
~ Member to specifically say to which category he refers.”

SeI B. SANKARAY YA :—“sg53c%  $Psatassss  adjben
Sol FSseftoe oL Ty sved 9o 'a&es; 83, Lo&H%H
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Tur Hos. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:— Sir, I do not agree

with the assumption of the hon. Member that all agricul-
tural quota goes into the blackmarket.”” *

* Printed as Appendix on page 926 infra.
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Ser V. BALAKRISHNAN :—*¢ In regard to item 4, e
know how the grant of iron to the Harii i Ay

rd ot plea;g:e? b e Harijans irons out the social

THe Hon. De. U. KRISHNA RAO:—* I do not understand

the question. May I request the hon. Member to explain it
for me? *’

. Ser V. BALAKRISHNAN : —* With reference to item No. 4
in the printed statement, about the grant of special quotas to Hari-
Jans, may I know how the grant.of iron to Harijans irons out the
social inequalities? 22+
Tur Hon. DE. U.'KRISHNA RAO:—“ Tt does iron out in
the sense that it helps them to use the material for agricul-
tural purposes.”’

Sex T. NAGI REDDI:—*“ The question that was asked previ-
ously and answered was that the iron ihat is now being given either
through: co-operative stores ox through merchants sometimes goes
into the blackmarket, and that has been the-case with regard to
most of the people who have purchased it. “Phe question that is
now asked is: what are the arrangements which the Government
are trying to make, with a view to see that this iron does mot go for
blackmarketing purposes? ** \

Tee HoX. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—* If the hon. Member

will give me specific-instances of the material going into the
blackmarket, the Government will certainly ' take action
thereon.’”

Smr V. V. RAMASAMI :—*‘ Is the Hon. Minister aware that
in this State consumers need mostly M.S. rounds, but that we are
supplied only flats and square bars which are not needed?
Four thousand tons of iron have yet to be supplied by the Controller
since 1950.’

Tae HonN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘“ I am aware of the

difficulties experienced by the people, Sir.”

Srr P. RAMAMURTHI:—'‘ In answer to a guestion by Mr.
Ramaswamy, the Hon. Minister said that h‘e could. only e.xplaux
the disparity between the allotment and receipts for the period on
the basis of supply not being equal to the demand. May I know
on what basis the allotments are made, whether allotmgn_ts are,
made without any reference whatsoever to the supply position? *’.

Tae Hon. Dr. T. KRISHNA RAO:—*° Yes, Sir; allotments

are made on the basis of population, but unfortunately, all.
the quantity allotted is not available.’’

Srx K. RAJAGOPALA RAO:—‘ May I know whether there
is any proposal to increase the quota of agricultural implements to
this StateP *’ . . ;

Tag Hov. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ We are trying our

very best to get much more than we now get, and if our
attempt to get more materia.lizes, the agricultural quota will

automatically be increased.’
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Tas HonN. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:— Sir, I would like to
tell the hon. Member that as much steel as we want is not
available now. If however the hon. Member is prepared to
tell me that the available steel is not distributed properly,
then I shall certainly make enquiries.’ i

Srx T. VISWANATHAM :—““"With reference to the answer
that the supply is not equal to the demand, I want to know whether
the Hon. Minister/i6 aware that recently the Industries Minister
of the Government of India made a statement to the effect that the
over-all production of steel in this country has increased by 13 or
14 per cent.’?

Tae How. Dr. U. KRISHNA RAO:—‘ That is not very
much. - I'will give the hon. Member some more good news
which I got this morning. There is a proposal to open in
some part of India some more steel works with a view to
iacrease vhe production of steel in tke countrs.’

Permission for tapping sweet todday.

* 70 Q—Smr'Y. AUDINARAYANA REDDI: Will the Hon.
the Minister for Prohibition be pleased to state—

(@) the number of places in Madras State where the tapping
of sweet toddy is permitted; ;

(b) the number of places in Madras State where the prepara-
tion of jaggery from sweet toddy is permitted;

(¢) whether the permission for tapping of sweet toddy and
preparation of jaggery from sweet toddy is granted in any place
in Cuddapah district; and

(d) if not,.the reasons for the same?

Tae Hox. Srx V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:—* (a)
Tapping of palmyra_ trees for sweet toddy for consumption
as beverage has been permitted throughout. Ramanathapuram
and Tirunelveli districts. There are also three neera stalls—
one at Palm Gur Training School, Cuddalore and one each
at Chintadripet and Chepauk in Madras City.

‘“ (b) (i) Palmyra tree-tapping for jaggery manufacture is
allowed in all the districts in the State except Anantapur,
Bellary, Kurnool and Cuddapah.

(ii) Coconut tree-tapping for jaggery manufacture is allowed
in select centres in Malabar and South Kanara districts
and Avanasi, Pollachi, Erode, Coimbatore and Palladam’
taluks, Nampiyur, Puliampatti, Gobichettypalayam,
Kugalar and Vaniputhur firkas and Kunathur area of
Coimbstore district.

A—2
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~ (iii) Date tree-tapping for jaggery manufacture is allowed
in Krishna, North Arcot, Chittocz, Nellore and Guntur
districts, Baruva village in Srikakulem district and Dodda-
ghatta village in Anantapur district.
(iv) Sago tree-tapping for jaggery manufatcure is allowed
in Walluvanad and Palghat taluks in Malabar district.

‘‘ (¢) Permission to tap trees for sweet toddy for jaggery
manufacture has not been granted in Cuddapah district.

‘“(d) It was apprehended that any.tapping concession in the
Cuddapah, district wauld lead to serious malpractices and
jeopardize the normal working of the Prohibition Act.”

Srr Y. AUDINARAYANA REDDI:—‘ Why are the Govern-
ment making ‘a distinction between omne district and another
district? ** 2 ’

Tae Hon. Srr V. C. PALANISWAML GOUNDER:—“ As

and when the Govermment find the necessity in a particular
district, they will comsider the question.*’

9 Srr A. APPU:—“ Sir, is the Hon. Minister aware that in
Bam. Malabar, only in a few places this concession is allowed and as
a result.of it thousands of people have been thrown out of employ-
ment and the Tappers” Associations have made representations
tosthe Government to give them employment? >’
Trae Hon. Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:—‘“ On
proper representation, the matter will -be considered.’’

Srr G. LATCHANNA : —‘‘ Sir, in view of the fact that tappers
are not able to get even their daily income of three annas from
the jaggery co-operative societies, may I know what steps the
Government propose to take to raise their income? "’

Tae HoN, Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—* The

matter is under the serious consideration of the Govern-
ment.”’ 2 -

Sri T. N. VENKATASUBBA REDDI:—‘ In reply to clause
(d) of the quarters, it is stated that no permission has been given
in the Cuddapah district for tapping sweet toddy because it will
lead ‘to malpractices. May L request to the Hon. Minister that
if_casts an aspersion on the people of Cuddapah and that it is not
truef > ; .

Tae Hown. Srxr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:— No,
8ir.”’

St MANJAYA SHETTY:—‘ May [ ask, Sir, whether the
Government have received any recommendation from the South
“Kanara District Prohibition Advisory Committee to open neera
parlours in the district immediately and if so what action the
Government have taken in the matter? >’

i Tge Hon. Sr1 V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:—* The
‘matter will receive the attention of the Government.’”®
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. Srx P. CHINNAMA REDDI:—‘‘ May I ask, Sir, whether the
Government intend to stop the issue of licences to tappers as there
is a lot of abuse? ”’ :

Tae Hon. Srx V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—* The

question will be idered on merits.”’

Srr P. K. GOPALAKRISHNAN:—“ May I know, Sir,
whether any representation has been received by the Government
from the tappers in Malabar that they should be permitted indi
vidually to tap sweet toddy without the medium of the co-opera
tive societies, in view of the fact that omly half of the price of
jaggery that they manufacture is being given'in the first instance
:;nd they get the remaining half only at a later'stage and there-

ora | o0l

Mzr. SPEAKER:—“The hon. Member is making a speech.
He must put his qaestion.”

Ser P. K. GOPALAKRISHNAN : —*‘ I am putting a question,
Sir. May I know whether representations have been received from
the tappers in Malabar that individual tappers should be permitted
to tap sweet toddy without the medium of the co-operative
societies? ’’

Tae HoN. Sk1 V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER: —*f So far
as I understand, I do not know whether any such representa-
tion hag been made. But, if the hon. Member puts a separate
quetsion, the matter will be considered.’’

Srr C. H. KANARAN : —* May I inform the Hon. Minister
that from all parts of Malabar representations have been made to
this effect and I know it for certain I do not know why the Govern-
meut have not allowed it up to this time. May I know when the
Government will permit sweet toddy tapping for the manufacture
of jaggery?

Tue Hox. Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:—*‘ The

matter is engaging the serious attention of the Government.””

Mzr. SPEAKER : —“ T request hon. Members not to change
their seats, because I find it difficult to call hon. Members. I am
following the Division ‘List in|ealling out hon. Members’ names
and so I request hon. Members not to change the seats allotted to
them.””

Srt PILLALAMARRI VENEATESWARLU:—‘ Sir, as
there is a great demand for sweet toddy, will the Government con-
sider the question of issuing permits to whoover applies for itf *

Tae Hon. Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—“ With

due consideration for observing the provisions of the
‘Prohibiticn Act, the matter will be examined.”

_ Srr K. R. SAMBANDAM : —*‘ May I know, Sir, whether the
Government have issued licences to tappers to tap sweet toddy and
it so, why the police take action against the tappers in Mayuram
taluk of the Tanjore district? >’
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Tae Hon. Srx V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—¢¢ The
hon. Member may put a separate question.”’

Srr R. SIDDANNA GOWD: —¢ May I know, Sir, what

precautions the Government have taken to prevent the abuse of the
concessions allowed in these centres? >’

TaE Hoxn. Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER : —*“ There
are authorities to prevent abuses and they have been asked to
be more vigilant in the matter.”’

Srx M. NARAYANA KURUP:—“iIt is stated, Sir, that
coconut tree-tapping has been allowed in certain select areas in
Malabar. May I know what is the basis for such selection? *’

Tee How. Srr V. €. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—F* Tt is
a matter which I cannot answer off-hand. T would request
the hon, Member to put a separate question.’”’

Srr K. ARANGANATHAN :—‘“May I know, Sir, whether
the Government are aware that toddy is sold in places where
tapping of sweet toddy is permitted for the manufacture of
jaggery?

TeE Hon, Srr V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER: —*‘ The

Government are not aware of it.””

Ser G. LATCHANNA: —‘ May T know; Sir, in how many
places the tappers were rendered unemployed as a result of the
Prohibition Act and for how many of them the Government Wwere
able to provide employment by permitting them to tap sweet toddy
and by the formation of jaggery co-operative societies; and may T
also know wheéther by allowing sweet toddy tapping they can
prevent the production of illicit liquor? >’

Tee Hon. Srr V. C. PALANISWAMYT GOUNDER:—* So

_ far as the report goes, a great majority of the ex-tappers

have been employed and only a small fraction of them have
been left unemployed.”” r

Ssrr T. NAGI REDDI :~‘‘ What are the figures, Sir? >’

Tae Hon. Srr V., C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:— I
want notive.”’

Srr C. RATAM RAMASWAMI :—‘‘ May I ask, Sir, whether
the Government are aware of the fact that wherever permit was
given, it has been mostly abused by the person to whom the permit
was issued P ”*

Srr V. R. NAGARAJAN : —* Sir, without making any .digori-
mination between district and district in the Stg.te, wl_ll the
Government see that licences are issued to all applicants in the
State for tapping sweet toddy? *’

- Tar Hon. Srx V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER :—‘‘ No,
- -Sir, the Government should move very cautiously in the
matter.”” g : o
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Srt K. VINAYAKAM:—‘ Are the Government aware that
even honest ex-toddy tappers and genuine persons were denied
licences for tapping sweet toddy in the Chingleput district in spite
of representations made by the local Assembly members? **

Tre How. Srt V. C. PATANTSWAMI GOUNDER :—‘“ The
policy of the Government is to grant licences to tappers who
come under the co-operative society system.’’

Srr T. NAGI REDDI:—* Sir. in the answer given by the
Hon. Minister to one of the questions.in the early part of the
discussion, the Govermment seem to hayve made a clear distinction
regarding the districts of Anantapur, Bellary, Kurnool and
Cuddapah so far as jaggery making is eoncerned. By that, do the
Government mean that these four districts are so peculiarly situated
and so very extraordinarily situated as to warrant them to make a
distinction in such a way?  When are the Government going to
abolish the Prohibition Aect, so that this distinction cannot be
made? *’ ¢

Tre Hoxn. Srx V. C. PALANISWAMI GOUNDER:—‘ As
regards the discrimination which has been alleged by the
hon. Member, I do not see any justification  for such-a
remark. -But, for ‘the time being in the opinion of the
Government, it was thought fit to withhold licences.’’

Srr T. NAGI REDDI :—** T did not allege anything, but it is

there in the report itself.’””

[Notse.—An asterisk (*) at the commencement of a speech indicates revision
by the Member.]

II.—GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 1952-53.

Mz. SPEAKER:—“ We sghall now_take up the General
Discussion of the Budget. Dr. K. B. Medon will now speak.’’

Srr B. RAMAKRISHNA REDDI:—* What about my Privi-
lege Motion, Sir? >

Mz. SPEAKER :—‘‘ Has the hon. Member / given notice of
ite » =

Sk B. RAMAKRISHNA REDDTI: —*< I myself gave it to you,
Sir, just now.”’ '

Mzr. SPEAKER:—‘ Probably - it~ was sent to me during
question time. I have notseen it yet. ' I am not aware it has been
g'ven tc me.”’

Srr B. RAMAKRISHNA REDDI:—‘“ I gave it at 8-30 a.m.
to-day, Sir.”

Mr. SPEAKER :—“ Probably it was given during question
time. T shall look into the matter. Meanwhile, we shall proceed
with the next item.”” i Sk

* Dr. K. B. MENON : —‘‘ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to confine
my remarks this morning to the general aspects of the Budget and
reserve what I have to say on specific problems to the time when
the voting of grants takes place.
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‘“ Sir, as far as the Budget is concerned, I wish to say that
there is nothing very striking about it, that it follows the beaten
path and that it only maintains the traditions of the Congress
for the last five years. It is a deficit Budget and a deficit has to
be met either by taxation or by loans. I am glad that the Govern-
ment have decided to resort to taxation instead of loans, for loans
will lead to inflation. But, resorting to taxation does mot make
a Budget a good Budget. What then is the test of a good Bud-
get? The test of a good Budgétiis the contribution that the
Government make and the lead that they take in nation-building.
Times were when the only function of the: Government was to
maintain law and order, but those (Gladstonian'days are over and
the function of the Government today is much more than main-
taining law and order. It is the duty of the'Government to parti-
cipate in activising ecomomy, in initiating mew industries and in
encouraging new enterprises that contribute to public welfare, in
ercoaraging agriculture, in comstructing now reeds and in improv-
ing ‘means ‘of commumication and in a host of other things in
which State interest, initiative and im t are e |
take it that the Five-year Plan of the Government of India, as well
as the Five-year Plan of the Government of Madras envisage these
comstructive activities or nation-building activities.. But when T
look through- the Budget, I get disappointed. According to the
Five-year Plan of the Central Government, 350 crores of rupees
are to be spent annually and if a pro rata distribution of that
amount is made to the Madras State according to population, one-
seventh of it, namely, Rs. 50 crores ought to be spent. According
to the Five-year Plan of the Government of Madras, I believe
Rs. 130 crores are to be distributed over the five years. Then
annually they should spend about Rs. 25 crores. Now, I submit
that this is a very poor allotment for this is mot likely to meet
the needs of the State and it is necessary to spend very much more
than what the Government are prepared to spemd. I believe the
Government are going on the assumption—both in the Centre as
well as in the Madras State—that the capitalists of India will have
the courage, will have the ability, will have the initiative and
the interest in the reorganization of the economy of our country.
T submit that that is'an assumption which is_totally wrong. Our
capitalists are a pack of traders whose quest is profit and who have
no interest outside themselyes: - Our capitalists and industrialists
are not like their counterparts in the western countries of Europe
and America who have been responsible for building up gigantic
industrial enterprises and a gigantic economic structure. For this
and many other reasons, it is certainly the decisive responsibility
of The Government to take more interest in the nation-building
work of the State. .

¢ The Government have failed to give a prominent place to the
Five-year Plan. The allotment made for executing the plan is
relegated to an appendix in the TFinance Minister’s Budeet
speech. According to the White Paper on the Budget that was
published by the previous Government, the allotment for the year
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1951-52 was Rs. 33 crores. According to the revised estimate,
that was cut down to Rs. 2869 crores. The proposed allotment for
the current year was Rs. 366 crores but even that has been cut
down to Rs. 26-9 crores. KEvery time there is a cut in-the amount
allotted for the Five-year Plan. The amount allotted for nation-
building works is not sufficient.

*¢ Next I go to the revenue reserves. The reserves were built
up by the British Government during the Second World War.
In 194748, the reserves stood at Rs. 26:67 crores. They reached _
tbe peak figure of RS. 33-50 crores in:1950=&i. From that year
onwards there has been  a ‘steady depletion. The reserves were
brought down to Rs. 28.81 crores in 1951-52, and further down
to Rs. 9-41 erores according to the estimate given in the Budget
for 19562-53. There should not be such heavy inroads into the
reserves. ‘In his Budget speech, the Hon. Finance Minister made
the telling remark that the reserves are intended to meet the needs
of an emergency. I concede that proposition.. But T also feel
that, when the Finance Minister draws from the reserves, it
is his duty to 'replenish and bring them back to the original level
immediately after the emergency is over. I cannot for a moment
believe that am emergency can last for two or three years. Per-
haps the ‘assumption of the Finance Minister when he does
this is: ‘ After me, the deluge!’ That should not be the attitude
of any Government. I submit that the Government should be very
careful in drawing from the revenue reserves. The amount drawn
should as far as possible be replenished and the Revenue Reserve
Fund should be brought back to the figure of 1950-61, viz.,
Rs. 3350 crores.

“In this connexion, I would like to put a question to the
Finance Minister. On page 136 of the Budget Memorandum for
1962-53, we find that the sale of securities stood at Rs. 139 crores
according to the Preliminary Accounts for 1951-52; while the
Budget Estimate for 1952-53 for the sale of securities is only
Rs. 8-82 crores. Does this indicate lack of confidence of the public
in the Government securities? I know some of the factors that have
been operating. For instance, the rise in the bank rate might have
had some effect. - But I cannot understand this much of a steep
fall from Rs. 1'9 erores to Rs. 8-82 crores as a result of that.

¢¢ There is another puzzling figure in the Budget Memorandum:
While the sale of securities stood at Rs. 882 crores in the Budget
Estimate for 195253, the market value of securities held on the
last day of the year based on the market quotations on 15th May
1952 stands at Rs. 56-82 lakhs. Does this Rs. 5682 lakhs repre-
sent all the securities held by the Government against the reser-
ves? As I am unable to understand this figure, I would like to
have some explanation: from the Finance Minister.

““ While I am on figures, I -vould like to say a few words
about the Zamindari Abolition Fund. On page 146 of the Budget
Memorandum, it is said that the securities in the Zamindari
Abolition Fund stood at Rs. 30-00 lakhs on 3lst March 1952,
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whereas the Budget Estimate as on 3lst March 1953 stands at
Rs. 81.00 lakhs. 1 do not know why every year the Government
should pay Ks. 51-U0 lakhs to zaminaars. 1f 1 understand arignt,
the Government have agreed to pay Ks. 12} crores to the Z,U00
to 3,0u0 zamindars in this State. 1 understand that it will take
ten to fifteen years for the Board of Revenue to complete the
survey and settiement operations and only at the end of this period
the tull Rs. 124 crores will be paid. Pending the settlement
operations, the zamindars are going,to be paid a pension or gratuity
of nearly Ks. } a crore every year by the Madras Government, and
for ten to fifteen years, it works out to the sizeable amount of
Rs. 5 to 74 crores. Why should the (Government pay as large
a sum as Ks. & crores to Rs. 7} crores to zamindars, especially
when the State i faced with a deficit Budget?  If the Government
have agreed to pay Rs. 12} crores, it is better to pay off the amount
once for all and be rid of the matter. I do not know whether that
position is tenable. I have made the position of the Socialist Party
on this subject very clear, By this annual payment of half a
crore, the total amount payable to zamindars will be raised to
Rs. 174 crores to 20 crores. The zamindars whe are alive to-day
can perhaps bequeath a decent amount to their children which they
may draw after ten or fifteen years. This, I feel, is unfair.

““I next come to taxation. As I said in the beginning, the
Government are right in resorting to taxation to meet the deficit.
Taxation is the right method. = But they have taken a wrong
decision in collecting the taxes in an indirect way. By the pro-
posed taxation, the Government want to fleece the poor public.
I realize that direct taxes will not yield as much revenue as
indirect taxes and that it will not be easy for the Government
to collect them. But the Government also should realize that
indirect taxation is unfair, unjust and bears heavily upon the poor

ple. Out of over 300 millions of people in India, only
700,000 people are income-tax assessees—L give the figures from
memory.. The number of assessees is very small compared to the
total population.  If the Government are more careful in seeing
that no one who is liable to,income-iax escapes assessment and
more strict in collecting the tax, I dare say more revenue can be
derived. I read an announcement in the newspapers a couple of
days ago that the Government of India, by tightening up their
departmental organization and conducting investigation into the
incomes derived, have been able to increase their revenue from
income-tax. I suggest that the Madras Government should do
likewise and see whether more revenue cannot be derived from
the taxes they have imposed. It is the tradition of the Congress
Government to levy indirect taxes. I do.not think there has
been any Budget presented by the Congress Government whether
at the Centre or in the States, during the last five years in which
there has not been an increase in indirect taxation. Of course,
the Government will shed erocodile tears before imposing taxes.
The Chief Minister was very kind in patting the people on
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their back and saying that he will be very considerate in picking
their pockets. Judging from this Budget, I do not t];mk the
Finance Minister has been very considerate. In Article 286
(3), there is a definite provision that no State Government can
impose taxes on arficles that are essential for the life of the com-
munity. In spite of that provision, tax on necessaries of life is
being continued and more taxes are being imposed. The Govern-
ment are taking shelter under the provision that this Article will
not affect the taxes that have been in force before the commence-
ment of the Constitution. . 1f the Government are not prepared
to give up Sales Tax on all the necessaries of li‘fe, I request them
to remove the tax on at least the extremely essential articles of
Tife like chillies.

 Let me come-to the details of the taxes that are proposed
by the Government. First and foremost, 1 would like to take up
the bus tax; because that is a tax that bears most heavily upon
the poor, (I say that it is a-mean tax. When I say ‘mean’, I
do not intend any-eoffence. "I call the tax mean, because it nibbles
into the pocket of the poor man which is already very much
depleted. "1 do mot mind the Government nibbling into the pocket
of the poor man if there are no other ways open. I cannot for a
moment concede that there are no_other ways open. I said the
other day on the-floor of this House that, instead. of taxing the

poor bus passengers, the Government could as well get hold of
the bus owners. 'y

‘“The bus owner is not a poor man.. . He can: very
conveniently pay. This will only cut the big prefits he
is making. In the second place, the business of running
buses is a paying business. = There is little risk involved in
the bus business. The ex-Finance Minister Mr, Gopala Reddi
in his statement stated that there are nearly two hundred appli-
cants for every bus route. Therefore, it is not very difficult for
the Government to make up their deficit. The Government need
not hesitate to get hold of the bus owmer. They will certainly
have to change the method by which xoutes are allotted to bus
owners. If the bus owners are to be squeezed, the system of
allotting routes should be changed completely. | As it is, I under-
stand that the Government issue permits for buses. These per-
mits, I was made to understand, are sold in the market just as
permits for steel, water-pipes, cement, etc., are sold in the
market. These permits exchange hands. By sitting in the easy
chair and by currying the favour of a Minister, the bus owners
get hold of bus permits and pass them on to their friends, and
make money in the transaction. I know a number of instances
where such things have happened. This system should go. The
only reasonable system, when there is such a big demand for bus
permit, is to auction it out for the highest bid. Traffic is heavy,
and this can be judged from the charges that the Police are
making against the bus owners. The demand for permits is also
heavy. T see no reason why the permit should not be given for
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the highest bid. If this is done, I am quite sure that instead of
two, as I said the other day, the Government might easily make
Rs. 20 crores.

““ The next question that arises is, what do the -people get
out of the increased charge? I am afraid that the Government so
far have failed to set any standard as far as these buses are
concerned. Some standard must be set. When nationalization
of bus transport in the City was introduced, standards were set
for the buses in Madzas. I see no reasen why there should be
two standards, ome in the City and the other in the mufassal.
The bus travellers in the mufassal should have comfortable (in
fact more comfortable) buses, because the roads in the mufassal
are bad. They are mot like the roads in Madras City. The buses
running in the mufessal areas are bene-breakexs, and it is very
difficult to txavel in those buses. I invite the Minister for Trans-
port to have a jolly ride in one of those buses for ope day. He
is a doctor. and he may treat himself after @& journey in the
mufassal buses, but the travelling public have mno doctors to go
to. The long-distance buses are so rickety K so shabby to look at,
so dirty, and so inconvenient to travel in, that the Government
should insist on better standards of buses, especially when they
are thinking of levying a surcharge om bus fares. ~'This is mot
the first time that the Government have undertaken to raise the
bus fares. When the bus fare was raised in Madras City I think
there . was a rise *in the bus fares in the mufassal also.
There was then a howl in the City against the raising of
bus fares. Something was done in the matter then. But I do
not think that anything was done in regard to the mufassal bus
fares, because the mufassal travelling public are not organized,
and they cannot have their voice of protest heard by the Govern-
ment. There is a charge of five annas for the first three miles.
I ask the Government: Is it fair to impose a fare of five annas
for the first three miles? = Even if I travel half a mile or one
mile, I am asked to pay five annas. This is a very unfair imposi-
tion.. This should go. TIn the State of Travancore-Cochin, the

charge is only three annas and not five annas. I ask, Sir, why
there should be a minimum at-all.  If at all they require a
minimum, they may fix a minimum of one mile. Anything

beyond this limit will be hard and harsh upon the travelling
publie. Sir, T would also like to know whether the surcharge
of one pie will be collected from those who pay five annas. This
will mean adding insult to injury.

““ What is the solution for all these problems of the bus? How
are the Government to get money without imposing heavy taxes
upon the public? The only answer that I can give, the only
answer that was given on the floor of the Assembly, and the only
answer that the Government have accepted, is mationalization.
As soon as the Government introduced the nationalization of hus
transport in Madras, they got scared. Government became a bit
shy, and withdrew. Why did the Government withdraw from
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the plan of nationalization of buses in the mufassal areas? I
see no reason why they withdrew. From the financial point
of view, buses in the City are paying. It is such a substantial

chunk of .money that the buses are bringing to the heq:
that the Government are nmow thinking of exempting the bus
travellers in the City from the imposition of the surch Buses

are a paying proposition. Why should the Government leave it
aside? TIn no country of the world, T assert, nationalisation or

icipalisation of the tial utility services like the railways,
buses, trams, etc., has'resulted in a loss to'the State. It has
not been so. When it is a paying coneern throughout the world,
why should not the Government of Madras extend the nationalisa-
tion of bus tramsport?  There is one saeaky suspicion about this.
I do not want to attribute any motives. My suspicion is that the
last Assembly - shied at this proposition because 'there were a
number of Members of the Assembly who were bug permit holders.
I hope that the same thing will not happen now. I do not know— -
I have no statisties with me—=if there are any Members of this
Assembly who are bus ownmers. I think in the interests of the
nation, they should vote for nationalisation of bus tramsport. One
lady Member yesterday voted for shifting the surcharge on to the
‘bus owner, and I hope that that good example will be followed
by others. @ 'We can thereby wipe out the deficit. It is not only
Rs. 20 crores, but it will be double that figure if mationalisation
of bus transport is extended to the mufassal.

¢¢ Apart from all this, Sir, there is the duty cast upon the
State to improve the means of communication. Unless there are
improved means of communication, unless the people are allowed
to congregate, and unless people are allowed to meet together,
there will be no exchange of ideas and we will remain a primitive
feudal nation for ever. The greatest contribution that Henry
Ford made to the civilisation of the United States was the pro-
duction of the cheap American Ford car popularly called the
tin lizzi, in the U.8. which brought the TUnited States
into a united nation. T ask a single question, Sir. Before the
buses came and before the roads came, how many of our people
crossed their linguistic areas and met each otherf TUnless the
Government provide cheap means of transport and improved means
of communication, how ‘are the people to mix and mingle with
each othér, and exchange ideas? Unless we have improved means
of communication, we can never expect the demand for linguistic
Provinces to go. The Andhras demand the Andhra State. The
Tamilnad people will demand the Tamilnad State. The Kerala
people will ask for the Kerala State. Because they do not know
each other and they do mot move with each other, they do not
realise that they are all human beings and that the State should
be one State and not divided into so many bits.

““I now pass on to the betterment levy. The attitude of ihe
Socialist party is that all uneained increment should be expro-
priated by the Government. People have no right to retain with
them the unearned increment, particularly when this unearned
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increment accrues from the enterprise of the State or society.
On this point, we have no difference of opinion, and that is the
view of the Socialist party. But as far as the betterment levy
is concerned, I have a submission to make. The betterment levy
is not a levy on actualities but on potentialities. Let me explain
the position. If the levy is intended to tax the improvements that
are effected by the new irrigation facilities provided by the State,
and if the value of the land has increased as a result thereof, the
betterment is only potemtial until the owner of the land parts
company with it and sells it to somebody else. It is only then
that the actualiincrement of ‘the value of the land can be assessed
by the State. ~As far as the improvements are eoncerned, if there
1s more production because of the improvements, the person who
cultivates the land certainly pays the water:cess, and he is also
paying inereased land revenue. When these two demands are
met, ‘I submit that the Government have no, business to tax
potentialities and to levy a betterment tax. The Government have
arbitrarily fixed the date as lst January 1943. The.Government
claim. the right to levy the tax from this date. I do not know
how this date has been arrived at, and what is the basis for this
decision. T wish that the Hon. the Finanee Minister throws
some light on this subject. .

‘‘ The mext point is the levy of surcharge on land revenue.
The Socialist Party does not oppose it. But the Socialist Party
would ask for the raising of the limit from Rs. 50. If I say the
minimum should be Rs. 150, even that will be small. I would
like the minimum to be raised to a still higher figure, and that
is the demand of the Socialist Party. Another submission that
I have to make in connection with this levy is that in the Act it
is very necessary to state that this is only a surcharge and not a
permanent tax. If this is not specifically stated in the Act, it
is very likely that the Government may go on collecting this tax;
but if it is specifically stated that it is only a .surcharge, the
Government will have to cgmie to the Assembly every year and
get this renewed. Therefore, I submit that it is very necessary
that ‘it should 'be stated in the Act that this is only a surcharge
and not a permanent-tax. One other point in connection with
this surcharge on land révenue and betterment levy is that the
Government should see that this surcharge and betterment levy
are not shifted. It is very difficult, T understand, to prevent the
shifting of these two taxes. But I hope that the Government will
devise some ways by which the shiffing of the incidence of taxa-
tion is prevented.

¢ Sir, I would like to say a few words about the petrol tax.
On the imposition of this tax, I may say T have not much objec-
tion. The motorists can afford to pay this tax, and they can have
no grievance against this. I cannot see why the Government have
a soft corner for the bus owners and why they should exempt
them from the petrol tax. The Government are imposing the
surcharge on the travelling public. and they do not come to the
rescue of the people. . But the Government are exempting bus
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owners from the petrol tax! This is a very suspicious attitude
on the part of the Government, and they must explain. I ask the
Government to get the petrol tax from the bus owners also so that
they may be made to make some contribution at least to meet the
deficit. There are many hidden assets in the Budget. I am quite
sure, Sir, that if all the hidden assets are taken into account, and
if care is taken to see that bus owners are not allowed to escape,

there will not be any necessity to impose heavy taxes on the
poor people.”

861

Dr. T. S. SOUNDARAM ' RAMACHANDRAN:—“On a g4g
point of order; Sir. The hon. Member Dr. K. B. Menon said e.me
that I pleaded against nationalisation of bus transport. I never
touched the subjeet of nationalisation of bus transport at all.3

Mr. SPEAKER:—* It is a point of personal explanation. It
is not a point of order.””

Dr. T.. S. SOUNDARAM RAMACHANDRAN:—".Th;mk
you, Sir.”

Sm1 VAVILALA GOPALAKRISHNAIAH:—“On a point of
order, Sir. ¥esterday I rose on a paint of information, but I
was not allowed to speak. To-day the hon. Lady Member rose
on a point of information and the Hon. Speaker allowed her to
speak.’’

M=z. SPEAKER:—.-” The ‘hon. Lady ‘Member tose by saying .
that she wanted to raise a point of order. . Afterwards, she raised
a point of information.”” (Laughter.)
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Ser P. T. RAJAN:—“On a point of order, Sir. The hon.
Member has his points jotted down in English while he is speaking in
Telugu. Is he right in speaking in Telugu.”
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Sri PILLALAMARRI VENKATESWARLU :—¢ On a point of order,
Sir. I would like to know under which Demand all the things referred
to by the hon. Member come.

Mgr. SPEAKER :—“'The hon. Member should also réa’ise my
difficulty. I donot know Telugu. Therefore, I do not kncw what
the hon. Member Sri G. Latchanna has said (Laughter.) Let him
continue.” e ¥
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* Janas K. M SELTHI:—“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is the view jo.30
of the Muslim lieague Legislature Party that the Rajaji Ministry am.
has made the best of a bad situation in producing this Budget
and that this Budget deserves the sympathy and support of this
House. Nobody was expecting surprises in a Budget produced by
the Ministry, in the existing state of society and in the existing
economy of the State. It was very easy for the Rajaji Ministry
to succumb to the temptation of starving the nation-building
activities when it was faced with.a bhuge deficit of Rs. 4 crores.
Really it speaks highly of the*sense of duty and the sense of
regard for the welfare of the people of the State that the Ministry
did not succumb to that temptation but made ample provision for
nation-building activities in the Budget. While in 1945, Rs. 10
crores were provided for nation-building activities, we have a
provision of Rs. 43 crores in the  present Budget for the same.
Further, provision. for recurring expenditure of Rs. 42 lakhs and
non-recutring expenditure - of Rs.. 857 lakhs for new welfare
schemes has been made in this Budget. — All these are very
healthy features of the Budget and it will be only fair for the
House to support the Budget.

‘“ While “discussing the policy underlying the Budget, I
cannot make any suggestion by way of any revolutionary ch’mge
in the provisions of the Budget, because as a man endowed with
ordinary commonsense, I cannot expect such a revolutionary
change to take place. But what we have to see is whether the
Budget has kept in'view a progressive policy ‘and the mecessity
for providing' for- the “welfare of  the ecitizens of the State. If
that has been kept in view, this Budget certainly deserves the
support of this House.

‘“ One thing to which I would refer in this connexion is the
policy of Prohibition followed by this State. So much has been
said about it and thanks to_the vacillating attitude of the previous
Congress Ministry towards this policy, a lot of unjustified criti-
cisms have been heard from all quarters regarding Prohibition
and unwarranted hopes and expectations are entertained by the
people that Prohibition is, after all, going to be scrapped. What
I respectfully submit to this House is that if this healthy policy
which the Congress Ministry has adopted is given up, it will be
a calamity for the State. It is very often said that Prohibition
has brought about illicit distillation and that every house has
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become an illicit distillery. I submit it is a gross exaggeration
of the real state of things. Tllicit distillation was there even
before Prohibition was introduced and it is mot a novel feature
which has come into existence because of Prohibition. Illicit
distillation is there in spite of Prohibition and not on account of
the Prohibition policy that has been followed by the Government.
In fact, it is very often said that the policy of Prohibition was
tried in America and that it was found to be a failure. Even
that statement is not quite correct. I may state for the information
of this House that there are two States.in the United States of
America, namely, Uttah and Kansas, where.complete Prohibition
is enforced evem now.  Therefore it/ is mot Gorrect to say that
Prohibition has' failed entirely- in Ameériea. / If %two States have
been able to successfully enforce Prohibition in a western country
like the United States of America, here in Madras where the
atmosphere for the enforcement of Prohibition is geod and where
the followers of important religions believe in the virtue of absti-
nence from intoxicating drinks, T submit it will be an unpardonable
act on the part of the Ministry to give up Prohibition as a failure
and succumb to the agitation that is mow carried en by certain
interested sections of the public in the name of the poor. It is am
irony of fate-that this' demand for the scrapping of Prohibition
is made in the name of the poor. “As a matter-of fact, Prohibi-
tion has dome maximum good to the poor and-itvis only the rich
and the higher middle elasses; which have beew indulging in a
little bit of drink, that have been really affected by Prohibition.
-In asking for the collection of excise-revenue from drink we are
asking for tainted money money tainted with the blood of the
poor, and I respectfully request that this Govermment should not
concede the demand for scrapping Prohibition. On the other
hand, they should make Prohibition a success by taking suitable
measures for its proper enforcement.. . In fact, there has been a
lot of laxity in the matter of enforcing Prohibition. There were
two acts of omission on the part of the Government in, this regard
Firstly, the Government did not make adequate provision for the
large number of people who were thrown out. of employment by
the enforcement of, Prohibition. A number- of questions were
asked on the floor of the previous House about the ex-tappers who
were unemployed. Government should have . taken effective
measures for securing them. employment., I know in Malabar
there are thousands of ex-tappers who are still unemployed. Of
course, co-operative societies have been directed to be formed
among these people. Sir T represent a constituency where the
jlliterate ex-tappers are mot able even to know that there is a
provision for forming co-operative societies and that they will
be enabled to tap sweet toddy for jaggery manufacture by forming
cotoperative societies. In this connexion, I have to state that
the Co-operative department has to be a little more vigilant and
helpful in such activities. ~They must give directions to the
people and co-operate with them in getting these ieties f d
and registered. As a matter of fact, representations have been
made to the Government by these ex-tappers that they should
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be given some relief by way of employment; and the fact that
they are still unemployed is one of the reasons why there is a big
cry against Prohibition from different quarters. Secondly, I wan>
to say one thing, and in saying that, I do not cast any aspersions
on my colleagues or on the intelligentsia who have been agitating
for the scrapping of Prohibition. I do not attribute any motives
to them. But I respectfully say that their line of activity is
really working as an adverse force against the enforcement of
Prohibition.  The public are entertaining some vague notions
that, after all, Prohibition is net going to'be enforced hereafter
and even people who had abstained from drimk and who were
thinking that Prohibition had come to stay, are now entertaining
vague hopes that the day will come 'soon when they can very
freely drink, and revert to their cld vices. I respectfully submit
that the authorities are really not helped by that sort of criticism.
Every one who speaks for the scrapping of Prohibition says drink
is an evil.. If they are really sincere im saying that drink is an
evil, it is up-to them to see that drink is annihilated in this land.
Moderate drinking and progressive curtailment of toddy shops
and things like that have been Tried in very many places. Sir,
was a Member of a Legislative Council in one of the mnative
Btates where a motion for Prohibition was broughtwin. | Mederate
drinking and progressive curtailment of toddy shops-were . sug-
gested and we tried them in that State. But we found that those
measures were absolute failures and drink was on the increagse and
the ideal of Prohibition was not served by that experiment. So,.
there is no point in saying, ‘ We do condemn drink, but adopt
other measures.” There is no other measure to combat the evil
of drink except total Prohibition and that policy has to be pursued
courageously by this Government, whatever be the enormity of
the revenue that we may lose on account of it. That, as I said,
is revenue tainted with the poor man’s blood and it will never
help the State and we do not want it. That is my humble sub-
mission to the Government.

‘“ Then, 8ir, «it ‘as the duty of the State. to increase
the standard of living of the common man and liguidate
illiteracy that is previlent.in-the land:« Illiteracy, uufortunately,
is the great curse of this'land. | Only.a very small percentage of
our people has becomne literate by all our efforts hitherto. I do
not know what our trouble really is. In many countries ‘which
began their educational reforms much later than our country, they
were able to bring about universal literacy. So, a greater urge and
drive for spreading literacy in this land are absolutely necessary
and T hope the Rajaji Ministry will adopt some very healthy and
effective measures in this direction. Sir, T represent a consti-
tuency which is really groaning under the weight of ignorance and
illiteracy—Ernad and Walluvanad. These two taluks are notorious
for illiteracy. Tt is said in some areas in those taluks, compulsory
education is enforced. I submit that the enforcement of com-
pulsory education has failed in those parts and more effective
‘measures are mnecessary for enforcing compulsion. Tn this con-
pection, I would support the useful suggestion that has been made
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by an hon. Member on (Lis side of (he House regarding ‘the pro-
vision of midday meals in schools. Compulsion can be enforced
effectively by supplying midday meals to the poor and helpless
children who attend schools in areas where compulsory education
is in force. There are many schools where compulsion is supposed
to be in force but where there is poor attendance of boys and girls
for the reason that they are not able to go to the schools for receiv-
ing education on account of their poverty and misery. If they get
at least a midday meal; that will be a temptation for them to attend
schools and compulsion in the matter of primary education will
become a suceess in the State. 1 submit to the Government that
the suggestion regarding the provision of midday meals to
children  in, areas where compulsory education .is, enforced is a
very useful one to adopt for making compulsion in the matter of
primary education really effective. -

‘¢ While discussing the extent of the resoureces of the State for
proyiding for. various welfare schemes that the Goyernment may
launch upon, I would remind them of the ligaite deposits in the
State.  While the Muslim League Party was sitting in the Opposi-
tion in the previous Assembly, it was brought very foreibly to the
attention of the Government that the exploitation of lignite
deposits in the Madras State should be very seriously and earnestly
pursued, as that would provide an inexhaustible source of revenue
to the State. T find some reports in the papers that the matter has'
been pursued by the Government. But my request to the Govern-
ment is that greater earnmestness and attention should be paid to
that matter since it would help us to a very great extent in finding
funds necessary for our welfare schemes. 3

““ As far as the district from which 1 come is concerned, that
is, the Malabar district, we have a perpetual complaint that this
district is almost always neglected in the matter of provision of
amenities of a’ civilized mature.. In the matter of good -roads,
hospitals and public welfare institutions, Malabar has suffered
very much. In fact, we haye very few roads whicl can be said
to be really useful and serviceable. Most of the roads are kept in
a very unsatisfactory condition and the construction of some of
the important roads that was attempted has not been pursued. I
have to particularly refer to the construction of the important
Ponnani-Cochin road which urgently requires to be completed as
early as possible. For the Malabar district, there was the Vipan
scheme of road construction, but that scheme has not been imple-
mented by Government. That scheme has to be resurrected and
put into practice progressively by the Government in order to

ive relief to the people of Malabar in the matter of roads. There
is also the need for some important bridges, and this deserves
the immediate attention of the Government. For instance, there
is. the proposed Chetuva bridge near Choughat in South Malabar
about. which representations have been. made. The Government
must take immediate steps in the matter. Some hon. Members
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referred to the establishment of a Medical College and a Govern-
ment-Women’s College in Malabar. Considering the high per-
centage- of literacy among the women of Malabar, a Government

Women’s College for the district 1s an absolute necessity and the
people have been asking for such an institution for several years
mn the past. This request has not so far been complied with by the
Government. We have no hospitals and maternity wards in
many parts of Malabar. Recently, the Malabar District Board
asked for the opening of 24"Maternity andsChild Welfare Centres.
But, unfortunately, the Geovernment' turned®down the proposal
saying that the itter can be idered only subsequently and
not during the present year. I have to regretfully state that as
far as the Counstituency which I have the honour to!represent is
concerned, there are several villages where we do not have any
provision for maternity help and medical aid. People are there-
fore suffering for want of these elementary amenities of civilized
existence. | The recommendation of the Malabar District Board
was very, very urgent and I would respectfully request: that the
Government* might consider the proposal even now-and review the
decision they have taken. I hope and trust that it will be
possible for the Government to comply with the recommendation
of the Malabar District Board in that behalf and make the neces-
sary provisions in" the present Budget itself.

. ‘“ About the working of the agricultural department, 1 wish to
say a few words.s It has been the unfortunate lot of all of us to
voice forth our grievances about this department on the floor of
the House. The agricultural department is yet an imstitution
which bhas no contact with the common man. This department
is being kept up for establishing and maintaining certain agricul-
tural farms which are said to be model farms for the public. As
a matter of fact, this department is not serving the useful purpose
for which it.has been brought into existence. From  the news-
paper reports, ithe Government. might have been aware that im
the matter of food production,”at no place in udinéF the district
of Malabar, were the Government agricultural farms able to show
any madel scala of production. In faet, <ertain ryots were able
{o produce a record quantity of|grains like paddy in their own
private farms, while the agricultural department, with all its
claims for a scientific system. of production, was not able to give
any model for high production and-did mot carry away a single
prize awarded by the State for model production. As a matter
of fact, the agricultural farms and the institutions maintained
by the agricultural department are something like mere toys and
show institutions which are kept up at huge cost without any
benefit to the poor ryots. —That department has not done adequate
propaganda among the public for popularising the fruitful modes
of agriculture or scientific methods of agriculture. As this has
not been done, the people have begun to criticise that department.
They are now even sceptic of the efficacy of the measures and mode
of cultivation suggested by the agricultural department. That
department has mow become a mere show department which has’

A—5 7 2 :
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really no contact with the ryots and which has not attracted the
ryots by making useful suggestions for the benefit of the public,
I respectfully submit that 1f the agricultural department has got
any right to exist at all, it must make itself more popular among
the public. It has to carry on a lot of propaganda among the
public. Unless all-round propaganda is carried on by that depart-
ment, that department has no justification to exist and it will be
a waste of public funds to have that department. If that depart-
ment has anything to suggest by way. of model method of cultiva-
tion or scientific .methods of cultivation, then they have to be
made known te‘the public.| It has to be done by propaganda, I
mean effective country-wide propaganda, among the masses. If
that is not dome, the department has no right to exist as I have
already said. ‘It is a mere waste of public funds. Therefore I
repeat that this department has to do more propaganda among
the public and it should be more helpful to and co-operative with
the ryots and the ryots must'know that such a department exists
for their welfare. Greater co-operation of the publie should be
enlisted by this department if at all it has any right to exist and
that is what I have to state about that department.

€ With reference to the encouragement of education among the
backward and minority communities, this Government have to
do much more than what they have been doing till now. As
far as the Muslims are coneerned, in the Andhra Desa, the Muslims
have certaim schools where the medium of instruction 'was Urdu.
As the mother-tongue of the pupils attending these schools was
Urdu, naturally, the medium of instruction was made Urdu in
these schools. For instance, in the secondary schools of Nandyal
and Kadiri, the medium of instruction was Urdu all these years
till it was changed into Telugu all on a sudden. The medium
of instruction was changed in the face of public protest by
Muslimg and this has given a set-back to Muslim secondary educa-
tion as far as these aveas are concerned. I respectfully submit
that the idea or thefad of regional languages should not be allowed
*o come in the way of .a boy being given instruction in his own
wother-tongue which will be the most effective mode of instruction
to him. As far as Andhra Desa is concerned, where the condition
of Muslims is wvery backward, especially iin educational matters,
such changes have brought about very-adverse effects on the pro-
ress of Muslim education.' In-regard to the encouragement of
instruction given in Arabic wherever there was a demand for it,
the Government have been following a very unsympathetic
attitude. ~As far as Malabar is concerned, there is a separate
school for Moplah girls at Tirur, and all these years, the Govern-
ment have not deemed it mecessary or useful to appoint a Pandit
for the teaching of Arabic in that school. Many complaints have
appeared in the Press from time to time about the absence of any
provision ‘being made for instruction in Arabic. = Arabic is one of
the classical languages recognized by this Government and pro-
vided for in some High Schools; and the University also has made
provision for instruction in"Arabic in ‘colleges. ‘We do not know
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the reason why no provision has been made for instruction in that
language in a school which is attended by a large number of
Moplah girls and which is intended for the advancement of Moplah
education. I submit that the Government should appoint Arabic
and Urdu Instructors in all the schools where there is a demand
for them. Greater sympathy should be shown to these educational
institutions intended for these Moplah girls. While speaking on
this subject, T must say T am thankful for a few scholarships that
have been sanctioned by this" Government for Moplah boys and
girls in Malabar. But: considering the educational backwardness
of the Moplahs in Malabar, there must'be & much larger number
of scholarships for Moplah boys and girls of that area. I hope
the Government will ‘not be unsympathetic in this matter.

““ As I said, compulsory primary education has failed in its
enforcement as far as Malabar is concerned. From my experi-
ence, T may state that the Government should make provision for
mid-day meals in the schools 80 as to make compulsory education
a great success. Then only the scheme of compulsory education
will be attractive and will be considered by the people as a boon.
There are places where the provision of mid-day meals has been
very helpful in attracting large number of boys-and girls to
primary schools. TIn this conmection, I would alsoe respectfully
submit that the amalgamation of the boys’ and girls’ schools in
certain areas, as for instance in Andhra Desa, has created great
inconvenience to the Muslim' girls and Women teachers. There
are complaints that this amalgamation which is not approved of
by Muslims generally has worked great havoc on the advancement
of Muslim education in those areas. There is another difficulty
also which is experienced bv these schools, and that is caused by
the sudden and surprise visits paid by the members of the local
boards to some of these imstituti A ber of the district
board would anv day surprise a school by going into the school
where there might be lady teachers and women instructors and
such visits are proving verv(inconvenient and irksome to people
who observe certain customs. I mean some hahits of reserve and
modesty. in this Iand, . T respectfullv.snbmit that this .is being
resented bv the schools concerned and, the Muslim public.

¢¢ Several acts of encouragement that were given to the Muslims
in the matter of education in the past were taken awav. For
instance_ in schools where there were a good numher of Muslim
pupils, they used to allow two hours interval on Fridavs for all
the students. This enabled the Muslim students to attend their
Fridav praver. To make up for the extra time egiven for this
interval. the authorities used to regmlate the school workineg hours
in a suitable manner. with the result that all the hova wera siven
interval when the Mmuslim bovs msed to go for their Fridav
pravers and the latter did not suffer in their studies by the holding
of the classes during their absence. ‘A chance bas now been made
with the result that the two hours’ interval on Fridav bhas been
taken away and if anv Muslim hoy goes for pravers on that dav.
he will be deprived of his lessons as the school work will be going
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on in his absence. This is working as a great hardship to the
Muslim boys. This is also working as an adverse factor in the
progress of Muslim education.

‘““I am grateful to the Government for the provision of two
lakhs of rupees as a special grant for the Malabar Tuberculosis
Sanatorium. But, considering the large number of unfortunate
people who are victimised by this disease in that district, I hope
and trust that the Government will give more encouragement and
greater support to this Sanatorium and to other measures that are
taken to combat_this fell disease;; In this connection, I would
also request the (GGovernment that the' long-pending schemes of
having a separate and suitable building for the Moplah Girls’
school at Tirur and a Hostel building for the Malappuram High
schoo] should be implemented as early as possible.””

* Sr1 P. T. RAJAN :—'‘ Mr. Speaker Sir, the very eloguent
speech of Mr. Latchanna was lost on me, though not ecompletely.
It has had this effect on me in that I am prepared to vete for an
Andhra Province immediately on any condition subject to Madras
City being retained in Tamilnad.

““8ir, I propose to deal with six items to-day, Education, the
present economic condition of the State, unemployment, Prohibi-
tion, Irrigation and provision of drinking-water. -1 hope to make
my remarks as short as possible because the-time at my disposal
is wery limited, with one or two tit bits thrown in in between.

* Ever since the year 1920 when, Education became a trans-
ferred subject, every Minister has been tinkering with that subject
and the department; and each Minister had his own pet scheme
to put through during his regime. Education had lost its real
purpose in this country.. There was a purpose, no doubt and that
was that the foreign ruler wanted efficient, willing and cheap
subordinate servants, and our colleges and schools produced them.
Later on, these centres became centres of indiscipline. Instead
of imparting character to the. students and making them become
leaders and men of imitiative, the-éducational institutions have
merely produced a number of graduates. who were good neither to
themselves mnor, to this country. The educational system in this
country needs radical reform and I hope the Hon. the Chief
Minister, though not in charge of Education, will find his way to
form a small committee consisting of such eminent educationists
as Dr. A. Lakshmanaswami Mudaliar and others with a number of
experts from foreign countries and revise the educational system.
to make education a real and vital factor in the life of the people
of this State.

« Qir the economic condition of the country is getting from
bad to worse. I refer especially to the pay of Government servants
and the wages of workers. No doubt the factory worker is_in a
position of vantage when compared to agricultural labour. The
salaries of the State Government servants differ very much from
those of the Central Government and the salaries of employees of
the local boards and municipalities differ from those. paid to the
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State. Government servants. After all, the scales of pay should
be such as will give them a chance to live and to live fairly com-
fortably. Here again, instead of trying to find palliatives for
the economic evils, I hope the whole question will be gone into
and, if necessary, measures that would cut across old rules and
old customs, will be undertaken to improve the living conditions
of the people.

‘“ The problem of unemployment is becoming more and more
acute; especially unemployment of the educated is getting from
bad to worse. In recent years, there have been more graduates
produced than can be absorbed in Government service and by
private firms.. If the Government do mot tackle this problem, it
will be a great menace to the safety and security of the State and
those politicians who make politics a profession will find enough
scope to play mischief. That should be avoided at any cost and
I hope this item also will'merit the consideration of the Hon. the
Chief Minister. :

‘ Coming to- Prohibition, I have to refer to the fact that I
am not a faddist. If Prohibition can be worked effectively, I
should have no objection to it and in so far as it cannot be worked
successfully, it.is a loss to the State financially and otherwise. A
referendum may be taken.as to whether the people of this State
like Prohibition or.its remaval. No doubt, votes can be had for
it but how far the people will co-operate in working it success-
fully remains to be seen. - I believe there is a proposal that a
small committee might go into the whole question and make
recommendations as to its continuance or otherwise, If so, I hope
that committee will go into the question thoroughly and make
recommendations in the very near future.

‘¢ The other two items that I said I would refer to are Irriga-
tion and provision of drinking-water. T wish to refer to these
two items in so- far as they relate to my constituency. Sir, I
represent a constituency which is in a very remote corner of this
State. * People there suffer from want of drinking-water. Ever
since 1903, attempté:have been made to ‘supply drihiking-water
to that area but nothing has come out. "I am told on reliable
authority ‘that a scheme which has been prepated by the Sanitary
Engineer is under the consideration of the Government. I do
hope that it will receive the early attention of the Government.

. ““ The other item is Irrigation. Irrigation in Cumbum valley
is subject to certain difficulties. Wild streams coming from the
Western. Ghats bring sand and block the channels which supply
water. to the fields. This question has been receiving the atten-
tion .of .the Government for the last thirty vears. A number of
eminent . engineers—Chief Engineers and others—and also
Ministers have promised to attend to this work. But nothing has
come out so far. I would like to point out to the Government that
something should be done. A remedy has to he found. Though
water is available, the lands-cannot cet that water in time. " T
spoke to the Hon. the Minister for Public Works and ‘he was good
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enough to say that he would pay a visit to the area and study
the conditions for himself. Another Minister also is concerned
with the subject and that is the Hon. the Minister for Land
Revenue. I hope their visit will take place in the near future.
If they are convinced that there is need for immediate attention,
let them attend to it. I will be happy to welcome both of them
there and if they feel convinced what I have said is correct, let
them do what they can to remedy the evils. :

‘“ I said, Sir, I'would throw in oneier two tit bits. The
departments of the Government are supposed: to maintain the
prestige of the Government. Some. departments, however, feel
that they are above law and that their-own prestige is something
greater than the prestige of the Government, so much so they have
brought the administration into contempt. I am not making
specific . charges against these departments now. I merely wirh
to draw the attention of the Hon. the Chief Minister to the fact
that the departments of Hindu Religious Endowments and Rent
Control require looking into by him. 1If I am in the wrong, if
he feels after an enquiry that my statement in the Assembly is
unwarranted, I should be glad to withdraw it and if necessary,
even apologise to the departments econcerned. On the other hand,
if there is something to show that all is' not well in"the State of
Denmark, T do hope he will take suitable action soon.

¢ Coming next to the Hon. the Chief Minister himself, I hear
he is working for fourteen hours a day and he has no time for rest.
Tt is well and good. But I should not like the Chief Minister cf
this State, especially at this particular juncture, to be a glorified
Secretary. He should have nothing to do with files. He has got
about twelve colleagues. They should be able to deal with their
departments. (Interruption by an hon. Member.) I am not going
to make any suggestions. My hon. Friend if he wants, may make
suggestions.. What I am saying is that he has a number of col-
leagues most of whomiare new to the work. Thatisnota sin. The
Hen. the Chief ;Minister can guide them!so’ that he may have
enough time to look into other matters. +His must be a directing
hand and not dne that writes notes or minutes.. His time is too
precious and I hope he will consider my suggestion for what it'is
worth.

¢« Qir, there has been a gond deal of controversy about his
office. T feel he is not the Chief Minister of the Congress
Ministry.  His position is peculiar. At a very critical and
difficult time he assumed office. He should he in a position to
guide, help and direct the Members of this House. :‘,o whichever
party they may belong. T have heard from my Friends on the
right, the Communist friends, that thev have nothing against
him and thev wonld like to have his guidance. T hane T am not
wrong in making this statement. What thev feel is that the Hon.
Chief Minister is rather hard on them. T am inclined to agree
with them,” 2
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Tae Hon. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—‘ They don’t
mind it at all. They flourish under that.”’ g 3

. *Bri P, T. RAJAN:—" Sir, we have got a very big House
and most of the Members are new to the work. We have got to
create good traditions. The House is willing to recognise the
vast and varied experience of the Hon. Chief Minister. This is
not flattery. No doubt I have been subjected to any amount of
criticism for having supported him." If 1l am to defend my action,
that will take a long*time and' I will do it elsewhere. What I
am saying now and lere is that the position of the Chief Minister
is_a unique one at, the present moment. ' He must not consider
himself to be a ‘partisan though he might head the Congress
Ministry. He must be in a position to create healthy traditions
in this House. Sometimes I find it very unpleasant to hear hot
words exchanged between Members on either side.  Anybody who
visits this House should go back with the idea that the people of
Madras have got sufficient parliamentary experience, that they can
conduct their affairs, the legislative affairs, with dignity and
ability. That is the impression that I would like any yisitor to
get. As 1 said, most of the Members of this House are new and
they require someone to help them. I eannot think of a better
person than theHon. the Chief Minister himself...So I request him
once more not to saddle himself with the routine work of the
departments but to have a survey of the economie problem of the
State, the educational problem of the State and the employment
or the unemployment problem of the State and find not palliatives,
but radical remedies for them so that it may be possible for the
successors that occupy his seat to face.the future with greater hope
and courage.

*“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am thankful to you that you have been
pleased to give me 45 minutes but T elose my speech now within
20 minutes.””

Mr. SPEAKER:—“The hon. Member, Mr. Viswanatham,
will now speak.  (The hon. Member was not in his seat.). The hon.
Member was under the impression that Mr. Rajan would finish
only at 11-45.”

Tue Hox. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—‘ I was really
expecting this thing. By the very rapid and brisk manner in
which Mr. Rajan was proceeding from subject to subject, T knew
that he would stop. Some old experienced parliamentarians do
like this. T am sorry Mr. Viswanatham is not here now."’

* Mr. SPEAKER : —‘‘ At the conference of leaders of parties it
was decided that Mr. Rajan should have 45 minutes, and it was
expected that he would finish only at 11-45. Probably the homn.
Member, Mr. Viswanatham, thinking that he would have to begin
at 11-45, has left just now. He informed me before he went. -
(Mr. K. Vinayakam stood up in his seat.) I will allow the hon.
Member ten minutes.”’
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*Srr K. VINAYAKAM :—** Mr. Speaker, Sir, with great
trepidation I rise, for I am not very happy to receive this Budget
from the hands of the Hon. the Finance Minister. As a student
of public finance, I am likely to agree with Professor Hugh Dalton
when he says that in any State, more taxes we have to pay, if we
should become a democratic nation. But I submit there is a
method of collecting the taxes. The burden of taxation should
not fall upon the poor. The incidence of taxation should be so
adjusted that the rich should be made to pay more and the poor
should be made to pay comparatively less:.. When we apply this
test to the taxation proposals that are mow placed before us by the
Hon. Finance Minister; I find they do not satisfy that test. Taxa-
tion should be so arranged that the pain of paying the tax should
not be felt by the tax-payer. It should not be a matter of fleecing.
It should be as painless as when you pluck a feather from the body
of the bird. “'The proposals now made by the Government such as
the levy of surcharge on land revenue, the levy of surcharge on
bus fare and the betterment fee on lands, all these fall on the
poor people only. Instead of these, I would suggest some other
taxes like the death duty, tax on tea and coffee estates and such
other progressive taxes. Our problem in the country is a problem
of produection rather than of distribution. Thereis a great inequa-
lity of incomes in our country and if produetion is properly
tackled, there will be less of this trouble. Agrieultural facilities
are being given to the peasants in our State, but we find from

ractical experience that only the rich landlords get all facilities
ike the takkavi loans, loans for purchase of manures, subsidies for
sinking wells, etc. All these are made use of only by the rich
landlords. I suggest that in places like the Chingleput district
where there are no major irrigation projects, electricity should be
extended and the farmers should be enabled to use that power to
grow more food.

‘“ Sir, there are some public utility services undertaken by the
Government, for instanc®, the bus trafsport in Madras. I am
afraid the advisory committee appointed by the Government con-
sists only of members  who do not use bus tramsport at all
in their lifetimerand who will not be in a pesition to give con-
structive suggestions. ' For instance, my hon. Friend, Mr. Rajam
Ramasami and Mr. Sambandam, who know nothing about bus
transport and who are not likely to use the public transport in
their daily life will not be competent persons to give the Govern-
ment proper advice. So, I suggest if the Government mean real
business, they should nominate members who really represent
the population of the City who depend upon the public transport
for their conveyance. I have already expressed my views on the
policy of Prohibition and I once again reiterate that it should be
immediately scrapped.’”

Srr C. RAJAM RAMA'SAMI:-—“ On a point of order, Sir,
The hon. Member referred to me . . .”’ P 1

Srr K. VINAYAKAM : —“ Is it a point of order, Sir? "
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Mz. SPEAKER: —‘ Without hearing the hon. Member, how
can I say whether it is a point of order or not? >’

S%: C. RATAM RAMASAMI:—'* The hon. Member referred
to me and Mr. Sambandam as being totally incompetent to serve
on the Transport Adviso: Board. I fully deny the

charge
because we are quite capable.’’ g

Mr. SPEAKER:—“ It is not a point of order.””

* Spr K. VINAYAKAM :—*% That is a‘matter of opinion-and
I should be given the privilege of holding ‘that'opinion.

““ Mr. Speaker, Sir, the levy of special taxes on foreign liquor
permit holders will lead to a great amount of smuggling of foreign
liquor from places like Pondicherry. This is bound to happen
whether you like it or not. I submit this kind of taxation will
not aid you in your Prohibition policy.

‘ 8ir, ‘1 am an educationist by temperament and L say the
education policy pursued by this Government is  anything but
satisfactory. 'We have to liquidate illiteracy if we should deserve
the Indépendence which we have won. But there are yvery few
educational institutions  with the result that even the Hon. Speaker
had the painful experience of recommending a large number of
students for admission but with no effect because the educational
institutions complain that they have mnot _enough seats for the
students. Especially students coming from the backward com-
munities and Scheduled Castes are put to lot of trouble because they
have no godfathers in the departments concerned. L have the
privilege to belong to a backward community and I did not
become a politician out of my conviction. We, graduates of the
backward community, took to politics only to fight the issues imn
the Assemblies and Councils. Some of us, University men, longed
to do some service to the State. We tried our luck with the Gov-
ernment departments. Finding that there was none to help us,
that there was no scope for backward communities, most of us
thought that our issue is mot being fought well in the Assembly
and“%nrliament, and sosome_of us got.into pelitics, not by choice
but by force of circumstances. If the Government:want to tackle
the rising tide of ¢ommunism, which they are terribly afraid of,
they should tackle the problem of the educated unemployed men.
Nobody need be afraid of communism if the misery of the educated
unemployed men- that is lurking in the country is tackled well.

““Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has been said about the Andhra Pro-
vince. I may bring to your notice that we Tamilians living in
some parts of Chittoor Sl k

Mz. SPEAKER :—*‘ Let not the hon. Member include me also

by saying ¢ we Tamilians.” Let the hon. Member speak for him-
self.”’

* Spr K. VINAYAKAM:—‘‘ T never meant to include you
among Tamilians living in Andhra districts. We, some Tamilians

A—6
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living in Chittoor district, which is -claimed to be part of the
Andhra State, dispute that claim. We eclaim that Tamilnad
extends up to Tirupathi. Chittoor was carved out as a distrigt by
the Britishers in 1911. Before this year there was no Chittoor
district. Six taluks from North Arcot district, such as, Tirut-
tani, Puttur, Chittoor, Kungunthi, Kuppam and Palamaneri and
three taluks from Cuddapah, namely Kalahasti, Punganur and
Vayalpad were formed into a district, viz., the Chittoor district,
and a superannuated British official- was put in charge of the district
then. Therefore Iiplace this claim before.the House on behalf of
Tamilians living in predominantly Tamil areas in Chittoor district,

lest their case be disposeq of ex parte, for want of proper champions
of their cause,”

*Smr T. VISWANATHAM : —“ Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the very
first instance, as an old Member of this House, I must congratulate
all my colleagues who have participated in this debate. Sir, you
will agree with me when T say that the debate'has been kept on a
very high level and the speeches were very informative.”

Mz. SPEAKER:—‘‘ I may tell the Leader of the Opposition
that 99 Members including the Leader of the Opposition, took part
in the debate.”’

* Sr1 P VISWANATHAM : —* hank you, Sir. I i’{ust sent
word for that information. Including the Leader of the House, it
will be 100 and the Leader of the House will be the centurion.

“ It is a matter for congratulation not because so mauy of us
could participate in spite of the time pressure upon us, but because
of the high level of debate that has been maintained; personality
has been eschewed and the whole debate went on merits. It is
really a matter for congratulation and I hope the Leader of the
House and the Hon. the Chief Minister who has been sitting
patiently all along, will echo what I said. But, all the sanie, Si}',
there is another aspect which I wish to bring to your rnbtice. We
are now the citizens of a Sovereign Democratic Republic. Most of
the Memibers are mew to this House and only 30 er-31 are old
Members. « And when they; come here, they .must be given an
apportunity to represent their constituencies by fully and freely
participating in the debate and frankly and exhaustively express-
Ang their opinions on the Budget. The Budget is the one ocecasion,
in faet it is the only occasion, when all Members have got an oppor-
tunity of speaking their mind. On Bills and other motions, only
‘a few Members take part. But on the Budget, all the Members
may wish to fully participate in the debate. In fact, during the
last elections those of us whose names v]:ere;l f;lrly knowrltl h?td atn
. t and some of the Members who had no opportunity to
.ﬁ.l:m were actually at a disadvantage and the people of their
constituencies said, ¢ This gentleman went. to th'e A_ssemb!y and he
never opened his mouth '. Therefore, Sir, this is an important
matter which must be taken. into consideration. I kiow, Sir, you
will be ready to say, ‘In the House of Commons there are
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620 Members and all of them won't speak ; seats are provided only
for about 317 Members and even if all of them come, many do not
open their mouths ’. It may be so in the House of Commons in
England : and England is different and particularly the tempera-
ment of England is different. But here, after nearly 200
years of foreign rule, we have just emerged from the general
elections based on adult sufirage and the constituents do expect us
to speak as well as we can. Diseussion on the Budget is the one
occasion during the year when the whole administration is reviewed.
What is the remedy, Sir? - The Rules of. Procedure do mnot
provide for sufficient time to us. T, therefore, suggest. Sir, for your
consideration and for the comsideration of the Leader of the House
that our Rules of Proeedure may be changed so that every Member
who wants to speak might get at least half an hour. Every Member
represents about 75,000 voters and he must have a right to
speak at least for half an hour. After all, in half an hour very
little can be coyered.’’

Serr K. RATARAM : —¢¢ Thirty days have been allotted includ-
ing those for general discussion,”’

*Srx T. VISWANATHAM :—°“ I have been a Member of this
House for some time and I know the difficulties. The rules of
procedure are in the way, bul we are not intended to be slaves to
the rules. Tf the Members of a Sovereign Democratic Republic
want. to have more time for the general discussion of the Budget
to make a review of the Government administration at least once
a year, they must have it; my submission is that we might change
the rules more or less on the lines of the procedure in the English
House of Commons. You know, Sir, in England the whole Budget
goes to a Committee of the whole House and that Committee con-
siders it and then it is discussed in the open session for nearly 26
days; then the vote on account is taken prior to March 31st and
then detailed discussion takes place in the Committee of the whole
House ; and again in the Committee of Ways and Means the entire
Budget position is reviewed and the final date on which the Budget
is passed is after 26 days of discussion in the open session. Even
though our population in this'State is'as big @s. it is in England.
we are not as many Members as there-are in the House of Com-
mons. Therefore, I submit that it should not be difficult for us
to sit till August if necessary. At anv rate we can certainly finish
the Budget in July. We should satisfy the democratic urge in
the minds of all the Members and the democratic urge in the
minds of all the electors who have sent us to this Assembly and
who want us to fully exchange our views in this House, so that
things may go on more by di ion and t than by mere
majorities in a formal way. I commend this for the consideration
of the Hon. Chief Minister. I helieve vou were also telling us of
a Rules Committee for the revision of the rules and I wish to sue-
gest that this matter alsn may be taken as one of. the subjects for
its consideration. Tf this is dome, it will be possible for every
Member to speak in this House, As a matter of fact, even ordinary
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meetings of companies and co-operative societies are not wound up

unless it is known that every shareholder desiring to speak has
spoken. .

‘‘ There is one other matter on which I want to make an appea
to you and that is about the facilities in the House. You kl:}:)e;l
Sir, that Members come from several linguistic areas of the State.
I am at a disadvantage when hearing ‘a Tamil speaker. The Hon.
Sri. C. Subramaniam is at a disadvantage when a Telugu Member
speaks in Telugu. And'when a Member from Malabar speaks in
Malayalam, fourteen Ministers are at a disadvantage besides many
hon. Members.«' May I therefore suggest whether it would not be
Pos.sible‘for you, Sir, to arrange for simultaneous translations as
it is being done in_the United Nations. Organization? I do mot
think it will be very difficult to do it and T put this before you for
your comsideration and for the consideration of the Hon. the Chief
Minister.

‘‘ Then, Sir, I would like to say a few words on the relations
between the Government party and the Opposition. - If democracy
is to function properly, there should be cordial relations between
the Government and the Opposition. Otherwise, things cannot
move on well. We do not like scenes or any such things. Of
course, the Hon. Chief Minister gives several meanings when he
says that the Opposition is bent upon chaos and that the Opposi-
tion is preparing for a financial sabotage. He might say sometimes
in joke; sometimes he might say with one meaning; sometimes he
might say with two or three meanings, so that one can escaps with

it.”” (Applause.)

Tue Hon. Srr C. RATAGOPALACHART:—*‘ The hon. Mem-
ber is illustrating his own point, Sir.” ]

* SrrT. VISWANATHAM : —*“ Yes, Sir, T am illustmtinﬁ
my point. You might have observed, Sir, during the debates bot

on the confidénce motion and on the Budget, how disciplihed and
docile the Opposition has been. Not one of us used any strong
language’; not one ‘of us indulged in thumping tables or clapping
of hands; not one of us obstructed the Congress Party Members
from speaking. "When a Member was speaking, he was -carefully
heard. No confusion' was created ; we are not after such things and
we do not think like that. Therefore, Sir, I am submitting that here
is an Opposition which does not deserve the remark that we are out
to create chaos. You can judge us by the conduct here and by the
conduct which the members of the United Democratic’ Front
generally have been observing outside. I am saying all these
Decause T want to show that we can get on.oordxally. After t'i]L
the first cloud of want of understanding has d)sappes'n'ed._ and we are
getting on well ; we are talking to each .other well ; in the formation
of committees, there has been some give and take and T congra-
tulate the Members on the other side on this'change up:] hopta. that
more will be done in the future. 'When T refer to the * firsf clond
of want of understanding ’, T might refer to the allotment’ of party
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rooms. Yogx hw_w, Sir, that I was pressing. that we might be
allotted a little more space. But the Government side were not
willing. At that time, it was said, ‘ No; either you have the
upstairs or the downstairs; you and we cannot combine ’. That is
the spirit with which we started. That has gone and I hope we
will be given more space at least now.

“In this connexion, 1 might draw your attention and the
attention of the Members:in this House to what we said, that the
anty rooms must be allowed to be used by us thronghout the year.

remember you were good enough to reply {0 my letter that our
party can use the party rooms only for 15 days prior to the session
and 15 days after the session.  Sir, why should any inyidious dis-
tinction be made against us and why should the Leader of the,
House think that as the ruling party, they have got a right to
use their party rooms throughout the year and the Opposition party
Members should not use the rooms throughout the year? I want
to impress, with all the earnestness at my command, that this
Government is a joint enterprise for the common good of the
people, to be undertaken both by those who are in power and those
who are in the Opposition. Unless that spirit comes into our blood,
we cannot get on well and we may be committing several mistakes.
And I request the lion. Chief Minister and the Hon: the Leader
of the House and all the Members that support me on this side
also. to realize this aspect. It is not merely m the matter of allot-
ment of party rooms which is an ordinary matter, but even in the
matter of arranging Government Business, in discussing financial
matters, industrial matters, irrigation projects, etc., there should
be some understanding. When there is understanding between
the Opposition and the Government, greater good can be done to
the people and then there will be peaceful reign in this State.
Then only there will be scope and opportunity for increasing the
well-being ‘of our people. There may be ideological differences
between one group and another.  But cordial relations on the floor
of this House will ‘certainly help a greater understanding and it
will be the basis aud the basement for the progress of this country:
I am mentioning all these -because there were certain matters in
which we were made to feel that they are'in power:and we are not
in power.

““ Take, for example, the privilege motion I moved.  You were
pleased to say that there was a prima facie case of breach of
privilege. I said then with all the clearness of language I
possessed that once the Speaker was of the opinion that there
was a prima facie case of breach of privilege, it would be the con-
ventional duty of the Leader of the House to move, or ask some
other Member to move, a resolution that the matter be referred to
the Privileges Committee. ~But the Hon. Chief Minister did not
do anything of that sort. Instead, passions were roused in and
out. The Hon. Chief Minister departed from the parliameitary
convention of referring the question of privilege to the Committee
of Pi'ivileges. 1 submit to the Hon,_‘Chief Minister that he should

11-48
a.m.



886 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE
YEAR 1962-53

[Sri T. Viswanatham] - (10th TJuly 1953

not entertain any such notion about privileges of Members for, as
you know Mr. Speaker, it is not a party matter. Even if I belong
to a party, consisting of one Member like my friend Sri P, T.
Rajan and there has been a breach of privilege, the whole House
must take it up, for the breach of privilege of a single Member
of this House reflects upon the entire House, .The question of pri-
vilege should not be treated on party grounds; it should be decided
on its merits. Particularly when: the Hon. Speaker was of the
opinion that a prima fdcie case of breach of privilege had been
made out, the Government ought to have, aceording to parliamen-
tary convention;' referred the mattér to' the Committee of Privi-
leges. After the Committee had submitted its' report, the House
ought to have discussed it and voted on it. That was the proper
attitude which the Government ought to have adopted towards the
Opposition.

‘‘ The question of privilege will be generally raised only by
Members - belonging to the Opposition. The Members on the
Government side may not raise the question at all; for they are
satisfied that they are having their party in power. I know that
some of them had the same trouble as myself on the day the order
under. section 144 of the Criminal Procedure Code was issued.
Some of them had the same difficulty as ourselves in gaining ent:
into the Assembly Chamber. But they do not mind all the
inconveniences caused to them. Because their party is in power,
they do not mind the little thorns in their way. If privilege
motions are not taken up and ‘the Government do not conoet?e e
just demands of the Opposition, what happens is, even without
the knowledge of the Government our democracy gradually tends
to autochaey. That is why, to guard against sucl'l a tendency
growing, the Opposition is always on the alert with regard to
privilege and adjournment motions.

‘¢ In the matter of adjournment motions, I beg to submit that
Government should adopt a more liberal attitude towards the Oppo-
sition. The Opposition in this State is not a.weak Opposition but
a fairly strong eme. Even the quemment })arty.has ;o n})so-
lute majority in the House. - Bearing all-these things in mind,
I hope the Government wonld- adopt a more  liberal attitude
towards us, especially on motions of privilege and adjournment
and particularly so when the Speaker rules that they are in order.

¢ Coming to the Budget leakage, T wrote a letter to the Leader
of the House to allot a day for discussion of the same. When I
raised it as a matter of privilege, you were good enough to observe
Mr. Speaker, that it could be brought in as a substantive n}ctxorlx
but not as a motion of privilege. Myself being a non-official,
could not get a day on that issue, unless the Leader of the Ho:la;:
agreed to it. I promptly wrote a letter to him requesting
allotment of a day for debate. Till now, I have not received any
repl I kuow that the Hon. Leader of the House is working
frtlr)my 'moming till evening and that he is much worrle,d. Anyhow
he could have written to me either allowing a day’s debate or
saying he could not allow it,”?
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TaE ];I_olf. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM :—*‘ The Hon. Leader of
the Opposition should know ihat we are sitting till the 28th or
29th of this month.”’ :

*Serx T. VISWANATHAM :—** The Hon. Leader of the
House started before I finished my sentence. I am glad that he
has said at least this much. I simply said that he could have
written a letter in reply either refusing or accepting my request
for allowing a day’s debate ‘on the:Budgst leakage. He could
have allowed us to have a debate onia heliday. For instance 11th
is a holiday and We could have allotted that day. Why I say all
these is because I'repeat that breaches of privilege are very im-
portant matters ‘and ' are intended o preserve the rights of the

iti of our try and the dignity of the House.

Next, I come to the short-notice guestions which hon. Mem-
bers give notice of and the Government answer on the floor of the
House.  I.gave notice of a short-motice question in the last session.
It referred to a matter on which the Hon. Chief Minister need
not get any information frem the departments. ; It was a wery
simple matter and was to the effect whether the Hon. Chief Minis-
ter had made any statement about the Andhra Prevince and if se,
what action he was going to take in the matter. The Homn. Chief
Minister could have waived notice; but he did not do it.. It was
answered a month later. Then again I sent a short-notice ques-
tion, as soon as the order under section 41 of the City Police Act
was issued, asking the reasons for issuing that order. Still the
question has not been answered.

'

*“ Very recently, I gave notice of a short-notice question. It
related to a very ghastly incident that took place in Rajahmundry.
Protest meetings were held and resolutions were passed by
the people of Rajahmundry condemning the action 0f the police.
An imnocent’ girl aged eleven was alleged to have been taken into
vusto’ﬁy. and kept under custody for fifty hours without being
produced before a Magistrate. inally due,to the, ill-treatment
meted out by the police, the girl becamneunconscieus and she was
found later in an unconseious state on'the banks of the river Goda-
vari. 1 hope the Hons Chief Minister. would have received a tele-
gram. I simply wanted to! kmow what .action the Hon. Chief
Minister proposed to take in the matter. The question could have
been answered. How glad the people of Rajahmundry would
have been to know the Government had not been silent over what
had taken place -and that they were taking action.”’ 3

Tue Hon. Srx C. RAJAGOPALACHARI : —“ As soon as [ got
the information about the incident, before this question was put,
¥ sent for information. It was immediately followed by fhis ques-
tion and I could not therefore answer because I had no informa-
tion on hand. I have asked for details and as soon as they are
received, before my hon. friend asks for it, T shall answer,”
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Srx T. VISWANATHAM : — I thank the Hon. Chief Minister
for what he has just now said. It is already three or four days
;l:tce thaglxn&:;dent ?OI]; place. I do not think that communication

'ween Madras an ajahmun is so difficult is
delay to get details.’’ : e A o

THE Ho.N. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI : —*“ Does the hon.
Member think that I have the answer with me now? *’

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM: —% No, Sir, I do not think the
Hon. Chief Minister is having the answer.ready at this moment.
I know he has not'got it. - I wanted to;putithe question only to
draw the attention of (the Hon. Chief Minister to the cruel
behaviour of the police against the innocent people of that locality.
I just wanted to elicit information as to what, happened. I am
glad that the Hon. Chief Minister has sent for information. I
sincerely trust and believe that we will get .more . information
about this incident. My only object was to let. the people know
what action the Government proposed to take in the matter. The
people of Rajahmundry have convened protest meetings. They
have also.sent-a telegram. The Hon. Chief Minister has called
for a report. “The question was put only to infuse confidence
in the people that the administration is going on on right lines,
even though it-may not be with the speed with which we desire it
should go.

‘1 may be permitted to inform the Hon. Chief Minister that
short-notice questions are intended to elicit information and from
the replies received, confidence should be reposed in the minds of
the people that the Government are moving in the right direction.
That should be the spirit in which our democracy should work.
There should be that sense of cordiality and mutual confidence
between the Government and the Opposition. I submit therefore
that these are things on which some understanding is necessary.
I hope hereafter whenever short-notice questions are put, Govern-
ment will not be miserly in waiving notice.” .

* Tae Hon.' Szi C. RAJAGOPALACHART:—“T greatly
appreciate . what the /Hon. Leader of the Opposition has said
regarding short-notice questions.. May I request him to under-
stand that short-notice questions should 'be'put only on matters
of grave emergencies and for 'eliciting 'information and not for
making debates. I shall never grudge giving information, but
on debating points I shall never yield.”

« Srr T. VISWANATHAM : —*‘ I know that the Hon. Chief
Minister has never yielded and will never yield hereafter. I am
sorry that he has conceded the right of the Opposition to bring in
short-notice questions only on matters of grave emergency.”

" Tae HoN. Srr C. RATAGOPALACHARI :—‘‘ Was my state-
ment to the Press a matter of grave emergency.” 3

“Snr T. VISWANATHAM: —* Yes, Sir. Tt was a_matter
of emergency for Andhras. The new Chief Minister had just then
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taken over the reiuS of administration. It was a matter vital to

the two crores of Andhras to know what the Hon. Chief Minister
was going to do about them.’’

Tue Hon. Sm1 C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—* Let us mnot
have a debate over this.”” (Laughter.)

*Ser T. VISWANATHAM : —*“ I sincerely trust that rightly
or wrongly, our Hon. Chief Minister will not repeat hereafter
that the Opposition is here for only chaes. Let him not repeat
thut we are here for financial sabotage! I am not arguing, Sir.
The Hon. Chief Minister may not say anything jocularly on
debating points.  But his words have a political ‘effect. It is
having an effect upon the Services. Wlhen a gentleman of his
position—not an ordinary gentleman but one who had occupied
the highest position in India—if that Chief Minister comes here
and says that the Opposition is out for chaos, what happens? It
has a tremendous efiect upon the District Officers, upon the Heads
of Departmenis and big officials. Will they freely talk to us?
No, they won’t. The moment the Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachariar
said ‘ let not the non-officials go to the Heads of Departments *
it produced a great change. The Heads of Departments who were
anxious to know who were the Government Party Members and
who were not, immediately reacted saying ¢ whether one is an
M.L.A. or not, let no one come to us.’ Henee I request the
Hon. Chief Minister not to repeat such things, viz., ‘ that the
Opposition is meant only for chaos’ or anything like that. Why
should the Chief Minister have the suspicion that he could expect
only chaos from us? Why should the Hon. Chief Minister remark
that the Opposition is Communist-dominated and is out for only
chaos? The words of the Chief Minister are having a political
eflect. It produces suspicion among ihe people about us. The
other day T was talking to an engineer. ile T was talking,
another engineer came and enquired of the other engineer what
he was talking and why he was talkini. I am only citing this
as an instance to show the effect the Chief Minister’s words pro-
duce. Perhaps the Chief Minister said so in a joeular way, but
he should be aware of the biginoise made over it outside.

‘“ T am not against the Opposition being criticized, but not to
the extent that we ars out for chaos or anything of that soxt.
On the other hand, we are-all fully alive, just as the Congressmen
are, to our responsibilities. Time alone will reveal that the step
we have taken in having integrated all the opposition parties into
one was an act of great constructive activity. Time alone will
justify our action. Simply because a particular group amongst
us has a particular ideology, it is politically wrong to snub or
divide the Opposition. T am not entering into a debate on this
question now. I want to impress on-hon. Members that we, the
Opposition, are also Members of this House as the Congressmen
are. We have also been elected to this House by the people’s
vote. I sincerely trust that the Hon. Chief Minister would take
note of this fact. il

A—T
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*“ 1 come next to the second remark of the Hon Chief Mini
that the Opposition are out for financial sabotage. Perha};:( li!:stt}?:
context in which the Chief Minister used it, that expression may
be a mild one. But all the newspapers featured it. Suddenly
people began to doubt whether there had been preparations for
any looting of any bank. (Laughter.) When I asked the Hon.
Chief Minister to give the definition of the word * financial sabo-
tage ’, he said that he would wait and give the answer, Tt
should be remembered by all thatwhat we talk here is talked
about not only in our streets but the news goes 400 and 500 miles
away. What will the people outside think of us? The common
man in the mufassal thinks: ‘ What are the Opposition Members
secretly planning at? What is the ‘‘financial sabotage’’ they are
aiming at?’ " Such is the effect which the Chief Minister’s words
produce amongst the common people. Realizing chis, I sincerely
trust that the Hon. Chief Minister would not repeat such state-
ments.

‘< Several questions were asked by some hon. Members on this
side about the police atrocities in some parts of the State. Imme-
diately the Hon. Chief Minister comes to the rescue of the police
and says that he never believes in exaggerated reports. By making
such statement, he gives in effect a carte blanche to the police.

““ Just before I came here on the 27th June, an incident took
place in Waltair. A sub-inspector there was having some deal-
ings with the  fishermen of ¢ Lawson’s Bay.’ There are
about 500 houses in that locality. ‘As is usually happening in
several parts of our State, there was illicit distillation or dri
near that place also. I was told that the sub-inspector was having
a share in that transaction and that he also used to get money from
the fishermen. One day the usual transaction took a different
turn. It was said that the sub-inspector demanded more money
and they refused. A quarrel took place. The sub-inspector used
force. Of course, the fishermen used counter-force. The sub-
inspector was beaten. The police took up the case. When a police
cofficer and that too of the rank of a sub-inspector had been beaten,
it was considered a big offence. All the houses in the locality
were thoroughly ‘searched.’ :Some innocent  children, women
and pregnant women too were taken outand beaten and asked to
give information. ‘The police people entered huts, drew out the
children, drew out the women, drew out even pregnant women
and asked them, ‘ Where is the man who beat the sub-inspector?
as if the man was to be found in all the five hundred houses, as if
it was necessary to enter every house and drag out the people
from there! Then what happened? Within forty-eight hours,
more than half the village was empty; the village was
practically evacuated; people fled away to the neighbouring vlll-
ages. A swami who was living in that area went to the people
who had fled away and told them everything would be enquired
into and asked the people to return to their homes on that asstu].:'-
2 After three or four days, most of the people, through the

s ir homes. The Collector whom

efforts of the swami, returned to the
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I saw was good enough to talk to me; he did not say ‘ you are an
M.L.A., therefore do not come to me ’ but he was g)(')odyenough to
talk to me. I told him that this was a matter which the, District
Magistrate should take wup, for it was a matter involving
police Peop]e,A and however strict the District Superintendent
of Police might be, unless the District Magistrate took
up the matter into his own hands, things could not be
set right and people in the villages would be terrorised. I have
also instanced the Rajahmundry incident. Every day letters are
ceming to me stating how the police people are behaving. The
fact is that they do'mot take interest in the ordinary kind of work;
they are just seeing what the Minister is saying, whether the
Police Minister is defending them or mot. The previous Police
Minister, we all know, was always defending every one of the
acts of the police in this House; and the moment any remarks like
that came from him, which had the effect of giving a carte blanche
to the police, they began to think they could do anything and felt
free to do anything. T submit the Hon. Chief Minister has got
a great duty by-the people of this State. I do not say that he
should abuse the police people or take them to task on my word; 1
do not say he should punish the police people on ex parte state-
ments; I do not say he should use words of threat or of abuse to
the policemen; I only submit when complaints are made here in
the House, let mo answer be given here generally that ‘it is all
an exaggeration.” Tmmediately it is said, you-must realize the
sufferings and difficulties. of the poor people, who are most of
them fishermen,—particularly in connexion with cases of prohi-
bition,—or Harijans or members of the backward classes;
immediately you use such language, they are simply ill-treated,
maltreated, assaulted and molested. T have given you the latest
instance.

““T have also come to know of a case where a motor lorry was
stolen; its mumber is M.S.P. 751; it was stolen on 7th February
1952. TUntil to-day, i.e., 10th July 1952, no enquiry seems 'to
have been made; nothing whatsoever has been ‘done and the lorry
has not been found out. What does the complainant write to me?
He writes that he actually saw the lorry in‘a particular man’s house
in Ponneri; and as soon as he saw it, he went to the police; "he
says he went and represented the matter to. the sub-inspector of
police; the name also is given here,-and I shall tell it to the Hox.
Minister later. He continues, ‘if T go according to his proce-
dure, then only he will seize the lorry and arrest the concerned
party ° and all that. So, this kind of thing is going on
I got this letter only just now; I trust the Hon. Chief Minister
also would have received a copy of it; because everybody in these
days sends a copy of the petition not only to me, but I think to
the Chief Minister, to the President, and to Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru also; and I also think that because everybody sends it to
everybody, therefore everybody throws it into the waste-paper bas-
ket and nobody attends to it. I do not know what the Hon. Chief
Minister is going to do about it. But one thing; he must tell the
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police even now that they must be courteous to the people, that
they must realize that India is now an Independent Sovereign
Republic where everybody has got equal rights, that the police
are there only to preserve law and order, and not to molest and
ii::‘uult the plit’)ple, that it is not their birthright to molest every-

Y i g

Tae How. Sri O. RATAGOPATACHART:— Ts it right to
charge them with all this? My hon. Friend is perfectly entitled
to ask me and to ask'my colleagues;«‘ Be courteous, be just, be
honest, be deligent,” but he is not right in saying in the same
breath that everyome is generally ' the opposite of all that.”

* SrpT. VISWANATHAM :—* So many cases have come to
our notice. T have also studied logic; if it is stated for instance
that men are liars, it does not mean that all ‘men are liars; and
so when we make a general statement like this in regard to the
police people, it only means a good number of them.” -

Tar Hox. Srr C. RATAGOPALACHARI:—“ The very thing
you attribute to them you should not commit; we should not sus-
pect and condemn people without hearing them.'’

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM : —“T have not condemned any-
body; I only say that a good number of policemen do such things,
particularly when the baton is put into their hands. That is why
I said previously that although the police here may be Legisla-
ture Police, let them mot have the baton with them. There is no
use, Sir, the Hon. Chief Minister saying ¢ do not say it generally
of them.” When I say it generally, I do not mean cent per cent,
and general statements cannot mean cent per cent. Why should
the Chief Minister think it applies to all?* When T say that
the police people must be told to be courteous, it does
mnot mean that cent per cent they are discourteous; when I say
they must be kind-hearted, I do mot mean fo_ say that all
of them are hard-hearted. The Hon. Chief Minister must
understand me ronly in that spirit.. I am mnot here 4o condemn
anybody;; why should I? . They are all of them my Gountrymen;
they are in charge of  law and order' and they are given cer-
tain powers. I have at the same time given certain instan-
ces where they have not behaved well and if immediate aotion
js not taken—even as in the ense of the Rajahmundry incident n(:
action was taken and the man was mot immedintely seInr out‘
of the place or at least suspended——w.hat .would happen. L v:]x:nv
hon. Members to imagine. If no action is taken, nah\rathv :}.
will have the idea that they c;m] Qief; l_,c:)n in ?:iedn::n‘:mrmp ezp:l".

i olice atrocities o -50 are sai e the res
g? ':i.prlo;lrllitp action having ll')feen taken zie:.m;nti tl:l1 (;::n;:rltx:g
officers in the Katuru affair. ‘nnv complaint is h:;w i
ot ws ane e e e O e Chi R

é rte action? ’ T wan
Governr.nent tﬂke ;;tie‘!’!:aﬁnn to the policy adopted by Government
:ir::‘g::ﬁ: :lf;: matter, He can frame his sentences in his own
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language, so that there may be no general condemnation of the
whol_c poh?e f?ree; but all the same, there must be some sort of
re-orientation in the policy, and he must make the police people
understand—not a few of them alone—that they have got a parti-
cular duty towards the people of this country.

‘“ Coming now to the question of new taxes, I believe, Sir, that
almost everyone who has spoken, except perhaps two or three Lon.
Members, almost everyone from both sides of the House has dis-
agreed with the new proposals; some of'them actually condemned
them; some of them suggested alterhate proposals; and some of
them said that these taxes ‘were unnecessary. I do not waut to
go into details ‘now, for the Bills relating to these taxes are mnot
now before us; but T do hope that the Government will take all
this criticism now made into their consideration before they actual-
ly introduce the Bills, and that they will modify the provisions
by that time in view of the present criticism. T aeccordingly
reserve my criticism on the incidence of fresh taxation to a later
date when we will have the Bills actually before us, and I shall
content myself now with saying that any fresh tax on the people
at this stage is absolutely unwarranted, and that it will. never be
appreciated by the people, whatever my friends on the other side
may say.

*“ I also submit that our. deficit is only a make-up deficit;
I do net think .that any  deficit which may be there need be
taken notice of. I may illustrate it by saying that the Annual
Financial Statement was presented to us already on the 3rd March
1952 by the then Finance Minister. This statement was present-
ed to us on the 27th June last. TLet us see what the estimate of
receipts was at that time and now. TUnder the sales tax, for
instance, in March 1952 they estimated a receipt of Rs. 16-25
crores; and in between that date and June 27th when this revised
Budget estimate was presented to us, what has happened? During
these three months, we all know the slump was there, as it,was
prior to the 3rd March, and there has been a fall in wholesal‘e
prices—and that was the case even on the 3rd March—and that is
why the Hon. My. Shetty on the 3rd Maveh referred in his speech
to these things and said 'that because of these causes, there might
be a decrease in our revenue under sales tax., 'So, he put the pro-
bable revenue at Rs. 16:25 crores, but now we find in the present
Budget that even that figure has further been reduced to
Rs. 14-50 crores, I want to know on what basis this further deficit
of Rs. 1§ crores has been arrived it. (The Hon. Sri C. Raia-
gopalachari: ‘Actuals >.) My hon. Friend says ‘ actuals *. They
are after all ouly preliminary accounts: the actuals will be known
only after three or four months. We have only the ‘ preliminary
accounts ’ in June: there may be recoveries and amounts may have
to be adjusted, and that is why the preliminary accounts are pre-
pared. I therefore submit that so much shortage in income as
Rs. 1:75 crores. need not be shown in the Budget now. Aeain,
under stamps, they foresaw in March last that we would have a
shortage of Rs. 44 lakhs. The transactions have not ceased all on
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a sudden, they continue to go on as before the 3rd of March 1952;
and yet, we find that the decrease in income under this head is
estimated to be 44 lakhs. Then again, I find they have put in
lump-sum provisions of Rs. 60 lakhs in two places under Irrigation
and Grow More Food Schemes. The Hon. Finance Minister him-
self will agree that these lump-sum provisions are not wholesome.
It is true the previous Government did it; they expected the elec-
tions to come off in 1951 and so in 1950 they put in lump-sum
provisions; but the elections came off-only at the-end of 1951, and
so they put in lump-sum provisions of—not.one or two lakhs, mind
you—Rs. 60 lakhs under one head and another Rs. 60 lakhs under
another head." T.submit, Sir, if there are no estimates and if there
are no demands, if the engineers do mnot want the amount and the
departments themselves do not want it, what is the meaning of
putting jin theee Rs. 120 lakhs? At any time when you want
raoney, you can come to this House with a supplementary demand.
(The Hon. Sri C. Rajagopalachari; ‘ You encouraged it.’)
The Hon. Chief Minister says that I encouraged it. With
greati respect, I may say there is some confusion abmxt_ it. Creat-
ing a separate fund is altogether different; a fund which may be
replenished year after year is diﬁ"eren_t'from allot:hng_ Rs. 60 lakhs
as lump-sum provision under Electricity or Irrigation or High-
ways. I do mot of course want to dig into the past, but T may
say it was a device of a Ministry which felt diffident if they v;vc:uld
come back; that is why perhaps they put in lump-sum provisions
so that they might not come before the House onee again, and they
might be utilized for whatever purpose they pleased. (Laughter.)
By this means the Irrigation Minister t.hen wanted to satx.sfy the
Finance Minister and the Finance Minister wanted to satisfy the
Irrigation Minister. Thus, the shortage foreseen in }/Iurch 1952,
has increased in June 1952, to the extent of Rs. 17o‘lakhs plus
Rs. 120 lakhs and about Rs. 40 lakhs under other minor heads,
resulting in a total of Rs. 3 crores and _odd: Sir, T submit I was
in charge of a small municipality—which is mot of course like a
big Government. But the ways of the Secretariat officials, the
ways of accounting in the district boards and municipalities are
practically the same.  They have all-got the same training, the
same orders fo go upon. the same B.udget months and the samef:
rules; and they ‘all do the same thing, viz., foreseelpg less od
income, demanding more money for expenditure, and in the e!;
finding that no schemes are taken up and executed at all. If only
the new Members of this House will please. look into the vzrlwu‘:
columns of the Budget estimates, they will ﬁ.nd several an
spaces under ‘ Preliminary accounts.” At the time of pres‘elnhntg
the Budget. Mr. Rajagopalachari or the Finance Minister has ho

tisfy Mr. Ramaswami or Mr. Viswanatham or somebody else who
e ze very insistent. and in order 1o satisfy them, some provi-
:il:x{s are shown but after the year is over, the' column'wﬂl be a h:g
plank. Therefore I say, we know how the income is foreseen h‘“’
be less, how the demand is foreseen to be more and how t)alt # 3
end of the year no expenditure is shown to be incurred at a ,;"lll'
then how they can come with a supplementary Budget before the
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House for schemes which they had taken up during the year with-
out the knowledge of the Legisiature and have 1t all carried by
the majority which they always command. ‘Lhese are things, Sir,
which 1 submit the Hon, Chief Minister must carefully look into.

‘* Sir, L gave you ounly three items trom which you can see that
all these three items go to make up the deficit. In that view also L
think the alternative taxes are unnecessary. Apart from foreseeing
the loss on account of evasion of sales tax;af any hon. Member on
the Government side, who dees not agrée with the fact that whole-
sale evasion of sales tax is gomg on will only go to a shop, he
will know what is really happening. Most of the Members know
—perhaps the Hon. Chief Minister has mo occasion to.run up to
a shop—what the shopkeeper does. The cost of this article or that
article is Re. 0-15-2 ~and so on. The man who purchases the
articles from’ the. shopkeeper rumns away immediately because he
has to cateh a bus and what happens 1s, the shopkeeper does not
give the bill. ~If at all the purchaser insists on the bill, he has
to pay the sales tax. Otherwise, the shopkeeper does not write
out the bill, because the purchaser is in a hurry to catch the bus.
*“ Then, Sir, the Income-tax department also is cheated and there-
fore our share of the income-tax is also lessened. So, Sir, why not
tighten up the collection of sales-tax? I also understood that
a number of coffee hotels have come up even beyond the licensing
limit, not only in the City of Madras, but in all important places.
In iact, when theré was rationing, most people beg:n to live in
coffee hotels only. So, Sir, if you tighten wup your depariment
and if your Commercial Tax Officers are wigilant and if that
department is properly purged of corrupt people, I say you can
collect nearly 8 to 4 crores of rupees. In fact the estimate by one
Chamber of Commerce was that if the sales tax collection is dome
properly, you can get as much as Rs. 7 crores more. T say even
that may not be realizable, because there are many loopholes every-
where. But, still; I.say you can collect Rs. 4 crores.more. I'am
submitting that not only the deficit can bé wiped out, but you
can also get more revenue.

‘ Again, -Sir,  the Hon. “Mr.~A. B. Shetty in his Bud-
get speech told us that ' Rs. 8} crores under revenue was
spent on capital works. I submit. Sir, that it is not a wise
policy to spend so much on capital expenditure from revenue
account. After all, capital works are only intended for the bene-
fit of the gemerations to come. Capital works of such a magni-
tude which absorb Rs. 8} crores should only be undertaken from
borrowings and not from revenue account. Thereforg, Sir, if you
do not spend money on capital works from revenues, if you tighten
up the sales tax department and ask your officers to be very strict
and also purge the department of the corrupt elements, I am sure
you can get Rs. 3 or 4 crores more. Yesterday, Sir, Mr. Jaya-
Tama Reddi and also Mr. Muthiah Chettiyar suggested alterna-
tive taxes. I am not in favour of alternative taxation. Ian my
opinion, no taxation is necessary.

12-15
p.m.



896 GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGEL FOR THE
XEAR 19562-53

[Sri T. Viswanatham] [10th July 1952

‘“ Let us now look at another thing. We are now compelled
to keep our funds in securities. I understand that there is a loss
of about one crore in 1951-52 and 1952-53 on sales of securities.
To.get our own money from the Reserve Bank by the sale of secu-
rities, we have to lose one crore of rupees. The Hon. the Chief
Minister was telling us that we should thank the Reserve Bank
for the accommodation shown to this State and for having given
us overdraft. What is the good they have done? They have
given an overdraft. But) do they not eellect interest on the over-
draft? What is the legislation under which the Reserve Bank
was constituted in India? It is its bounden duty to accommodate
us. Yet it does not accommodate us; It asks us to sell our secu-
rities in the open market, because the confidence in the Govern-
ment was eompletely shaken and in two years the loss on aceount
of sales of securities went to the tune of one crore of Tupees.
Therefore, Sir, I submit that if you take all the figures and facts
into comsideration, no new taxation is necessary. I only hope
that the Hon. Finance Minister who is now having discussions
with the Finance Commission, will come to the conclusion that no
further taxation is necessary and that taking into account the
subventions and grants that the Government expect from the Cen-
tral Governwent before July 81, these unwanted and unpopular
taxation measures will not be brought in and thus he will also
save the people from worry and his own party from some
unpopularity.

*“ Six, I do not wish to take up much time. The Budget speech
began by saying that the Governmeut have taken eredit for ver-
tain measures in respect of famine. No doubt people were glad
that in respect of famine areas the Government took immediate
action and they did something. But the demand from our side—
not only from our side but also from the Government szd.o;—m;
‘ please do something which will prevent recurrence of famines.
I think in 1937-38 when the Hon. Mr. Rajagopalachari was the
Chief Minister of this’ State we were faced with a big famine and
a large amount had to be spent. T suggest.that instead of spending
large amounts for unproductive works every three or four years,
Government should .do something for Rayalaseemia, so that these
famines may not be a Tecurring feature. _You knov:v, Sir, certain
recommendations were made by the Famine Enquiry Committee
which was constituted in 1938-39, I think, under the presidency
of the late Mr. T. A. Ramalingam Chettiyar, they made some
valuable suggestions. T hope that Government will take all these
things into consideration and if necessary take into confidence the
Members, those coming from Rayalaseema in particular, and
arrive at measures which will give permanent relief to Rayala-
seema. The sooner it is done the better.

¢ Then, Sir, afforestation is one of the measures which I would

S + of Rayal ayal is denuded of
sug 5 y is which is shown as forest
au;&est lands. Except the Nallamalais whic] s
land, vast extents of forests have been denuded. Some say that
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irees bring rain and others do not agree with it. There was some
forest officer who wrote in an article that trees have nothing to
do with rains. Why did he say that? I do not know. If there
is greater denudation, there will be greater loss of humidity and
therefore water vapour that is condensing into water drops again
gets reconverted into vapour and goes in the form of a cloud; but
if there is humidity, clouds are attracted and water droplets are
formed into rain and fall on the earth. Sir, there was a time when
Rayalaseema was considered as the cemntre of wealth in South
India. Did not some Portuguese writer say that in the whole world
Rayalaseema was the centre of wealth and prosperity and the seat
of one of the greatest of kingdoms? Then, why should it become
poor now? 1ecause we did not afterwards follow any policy; or
because the previous Governments did not follow any policy,
famine conditions prevail. Not only Rayalaseema is suffering
from famine conditions; even the Mettur reservoir is not filled up
and also the Pykara is not filled up. Even the Nilgiris is now
denuded of trees. So, Sir, 1 want the Government to see that
vegetation is not removed in this heartless way, in order that we
may get a temporary benefit for ourselves and leave the future
generations in the lurch. Iet us have mnot only our interests at
heart, but also the interests of our sons and grandsons:

“¢ Sir, the Government have also taken credit for decomtrol. I
submit that I was one of those who always pleaded on the floor of
this House for decontrol. T do not believe in controlled economy,
so far as rice is concerned. Everywhere rice is produced in large
areas interspersed by vales and dales all over the State. Many
crores of persons are involved in production and it is humanly
impossible even for the most bonest of men to procure it correctly
and distribute it correctly. In its wake, control brought in only
corruption. When the Hon. Sri Rajagopalachari was the Governor-
General, he was pleased to come to Visakhapatnam and I, as the
Chairman of the Munieipal Council of the place, had the privilege
of presenting a welcome address to him, in which I told him that
decontrol must be undertaken.” Of course, at that time he was of
a different view. Now, I am glad that the God who is in him, in
me and in the people, had told him that decontrol must come.
All right, he has taken credit for that particular action. Even in
regard to the zonal system; he has taken credit for himself. Tt is
like the fight between two scientists in Germany; one scientist
claiming.the discovery for himself and the other saying he was :
the first to discover. In fact, I had been pleading for the zonal -
system and the records during the last three years will prove it
and both the hon. Dr. Rajan and the hon. Mr. Roche Victoria will
bear witness to the fact that I was pleading for the zonal system
and, even if controls cannot be completely removed, I submit that
this zonal system is the second best. I always said, ¢ combine the
twelve Telugu districts into one zone and then there would not be
much work for the Government. ® Then you could divert all fm- .
ports from outside the State, Orissa and Central Provinces to the

A—8
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south so that your administration might become i

port easier. On this point, I have to sagy somethingeas',‘l?l:rle::distmm.
troub}e about prices here in the south. I was re;all ‘wond: sx.).me
why.lt should be so. What happened was this. TheyHQn glin%
Minister may know that 4 lakhs of toms of rice was locked l:

under Government orders in West Godavari and in the sur lp
districts. Under an outinoded theory the Government say fh::
when there is a deficit they would release the stock. What is
happening is, people are going to West Godavari which is called
the granary, but this granary is/mot able to release the stock

Therefore we are short by 4 lakhs of tons-of rice. The people are
going there again and purchasing from producers on payment of
one or two rupees more. ‘So, the purchasers pay higher rates, bring
it here and sell it at higher prices. I submit, therefore, that the
Government should look into the matter. There is no use locking
up the available rice in the godowns and then saying that prices
are shooting mp. Unless therefore you release the stock in the
godowns, the prices may not come down. In my  district, for
instance, the ordinary price of rice is lower than the control price
and it is cheaper and it is cleaned rice. As stated by Mr. Venkata-
narayana Dora, in areas like Salur, the price for a measure is
Re. 0-6-6 whereas in Visakhapatnam it is Re. 0-8-6 and it is so
because of shortage of railway wagons. In this connection, may 1
request the Hon. Minister to get into touch with the Railway
department and ask them to give us more wagons? All your policy
of decontrol will be nullified if the Railway department do not co-
operate. In fact, we had that difficulty in 1948-49 when wagons
did not move and =0 even the available rice was locked up in
certain places as a result of which people had to starve. Therefore,
T submit that Government should get into touch with the railway
authorities and ask for wagons for easy transport of foodgrains.
If not, they have to be taken in lorries. Sir, lorry charges come to
Rs. 3 or Rs. 4 per bag, whereas the railway charge is about
Re. 0-12-0 per bag. That accounts for the difference in/ price
which the consumer at Visakhapatnam has to pay: May I ask the
Hon. Chief Minister to examine whether he cannot ‘control the
transport rates by lorries so far as foodstuffs are concerned and
restrict the lorry rates to the level of the rajlway rates or impose
a particular tariff and ask them to charge at concessional rates
when rice and other foodgrains are under transit?

¢ Then, Sir, I come to another point. Tt was suggested by an

hon. Member yesterday, that this Budget has given a new orienta-
tion, T ask, what is the new orientation that this Budget has
given? Has not the centre of gravity shifted from the higher
classes to the middle classes and the poor? Only yesterday when

asked for statistics about the landless poor, the Hon. Minister

replied that the time taken to collect the statistics will be too much

and that it would be waste of time. I submit, Sir, that that

“attitude must go. Tt was true that when the English people ruled

us here, a few of us had the right of franchise. :
"« May I know, Sir, whether 1 can take half an hour more? '
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Mz. SPEAKER:—‘ The programme has been change
first, it was thought that Mr. Rajan might take 45 minit:s' 1
then the Leader of the Opposition should have been called, but
since Mr. Rajan concluded his speech in about 20 minutes, the
programme had to be changed.”

_*Ser T. VISWANATHAM :—* I will not take more than ten
minutes; T shall wind up. There will be many other occasions for
us to tell the Hon. Ministers what we have to tell them. Mere
speeches on the floor of this. House may not be of great use unless
we have a persuasive tongue to convinee them in a single pithy
phrase, which all of us are not capable of.

* The attitude of the Government must change. ~They must
no longer say that it will be a waste of time to collect statistics.
When we ask for statistics about poor men, middle class men and
agricultural labourers, I say the Government must take all neces-
sary steps to get the information. A shift in the centre of gravity
has taken place.  Why do not the Government realize this? Those
who did not realize this fact were washed out in the elections. As a

tter of prud , it is ry for the Government to know
where the centre of gravity lies. ILet us not say anything which
will not be in the interests of the lower middle classes, the poor and
the unemployed.

““ Credit has been taken for the grant of educational concessions.
I understand that in the whole of the Tiruchirappalli district only
771 students are benefited by this concession. In other districts
too, the position would be about the same. The Government must
have a larger vision and take a more liberal view in this matter.
I understand that in the States of Hyderabad and Mysore, educa-
tion up to the secondary stage is free to all children, whether they
are children of Government servants, teachers or others. . Tf small
States like Hyderabad and Mysore can run their administration on
this basis, I wonder why our Finance Department cannot prepare
a Budget on the same basis. If only some of the non-official
Members are taken into confidence, we shall certainly 'help the
Government to bring about this jresult. ‘Middle classes, lower
middle classes, poor classes, poor landlords, poor pattadars,
exservicemen, employees of Co-operative imstitutions—in fact all
people are now complaining about their condition. The Goyern-
ment have not changed their attitude towards these people. Tt is
necessary for them to change it and pay greater attention to
them.

“ One of the most outstanding problems not only in the City
of Madras and big towns but throughout the State is the problem
of housing. I say that the housing of the poor people, whether
they belong to the Harijan Community or other Scheduled Classes
or others, is a primary charge upon the revenues of this Govern-
ment. Unless the Government create a separate portfolio for
housing, not for distributing the existing houses -mong’thalr
favourites, but for increasing the pumber of houses , . .7

12-30
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TeE Ho~N. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM : —“ This is insinuation.’’

Sr1 T. VISWANATHAM : —*“ I do not insinuate I a; nl
describing what was done and this is termed as insinut?.tjm:m.”r’1 o

THE HoN. SRt C. RATAGOPALACHART : —*“ The h <
ber should give up this habit.”’ Gl censie

* Srr T. VISWANATHAM : —“ If the Hon. Chief Minister
had been a Member of this Assembly during the last five years, he
would have realized that what I'said was.a mild description of
what was happening. Why should I insinuate? I ask the Hon.,
Chief Minister to do things now. I will forget the past.

‘‘ The Government should have a housing policy. In many
municipalities, there are slums.” Particularly Harijan quarters
are very bad and the poorer section of the peopic are living in very
bad and imsanitary conditions. The Madras Corporation has
borrowed Rs. 80 lakhs for clearance of slums and some slides
depicting slum clearance work are exhibited on the screen in
cinema houses. I wonder whether the Government are satisfied
with that. They must do it more seriously. Next to food, housing
is the most important thing. For the prosperity of this State, I
submit that the housing problem must be tackled. . A separate
ministry for housing should be set up as in England. In England
there is a separate ministry for housing set up. after the establish-
ment of the ILabour Government. Month after month, our
Legislature Library is getting reports about the progress of housing
schemes in England, Scotland and Wales.

““ To get our co-operation, I suggest that the Hon. Chief
Minister should constitute Standing Committees in various depart-
ments. I know that the Hon. Prime Minister of India said that
Standing Committees were outmoded. When I have got a
comfortable majority of 388, everything is outmoded. When my
word carries weight by the show of hand and not by the use of
reason, everything is outmoded. If the Government is to run
smoothly; it is necessary to have Standing Committees, particularly
for reviewing big schemes whose cost run into several lakhs of
rupses. Very few people kmow the details. | T doubt whether all
the Ministers are aware of even the .major aspects of the various
irrigation schemes, except perhaps ths Minister for Public Works
and the Minister for Finance who go into the plans and estimates.
I ask how many Ministers had known the structure and design of
this House designed by that great Consulting Architect who has
been pleased to give us so much heat and sun so near the sea coast.
At least for reviewing schemes costing more than Rs. 10 lakhs or
Rs. 15 lakhs, there must be a committee composed of the repre-
sentatives of all parties. They must have an idea of what is
happening. That the Estimates Committee will be a parallel
Government is the argument advanced against it. I hope the
Hon. Chief Minister has now. after three months. become more
democratic-minded than he was and that he will not use such an
argument. T submit that a Standing Committee will not be a
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parallel Government or a parallel Finance Ministry. The members
of the committee will be interested in the progress and well-being
of the State and the proper expenditure of the finances of the State,
and they will make very valuable suggestions.

“ I submit that in all that the Government do, they must make
the people feel that Swaraj has come. Some big men in India and
the 375 Members of this House have been feeling that since August
1947 Swaraj has come. We fought and got Swaraj for the people.
But have we given it to the people? No. We must take immediate
steps to establish Swaraj for the people. | The village swaraj must
be there. Unless powers are-decentralized and the people trusted,
unless the people are made to feel morning and evening that they
are enjoying the fruits of Independence which was obtained after
a great and hard fight for thirty years, the Government will go
the way of the previous Governments. Governments may come
and Governmeuts may go, but only the name of him will remain
who gives back to the people what was got for the people. Let us
as self-sacrificing persons give power to the villages but not under
the present Village Panchayats Act. The panchayats under the
Act have no independence; they are all under the thumb of exe-
cutive officers who will always be looking to Madras for instruc-
tions. We want real grama swaraj and self-sufficiency in villages.
Let the Government reorient their thoughts and megsmses=iTry
make the people feel the pride of Swaraj.”’

Mr. SPEAKER:—* The Hon. Ministey
debate after lunch.”

= |

The House will now rise for lunch and me

the Opposition said “something about procedurd
correct. Tt'is'mot the intention of the Chair to int® . fe
debate. The hon. the Leader of the Opposition said, regarding
privilege motion, that when thelSpeaker-said that it was a prima
facie case, at once the Leader of the House should stand up and
accept the motion. That'was not the case. The Speakers in
England guard themselves by saying that the question raises a

ima facie matter of privilege. Simply because the Speaker has
stated that it is a prima facie case, it does not mean the House
should accept it. The final authority in coming to a conclusion
whether it is a breach of the privilege of the House is not the
Speaker, but it is the House. In this connection I wish to quote
from Sir Gilbert Campion, now Lord Campion. He was Clerk of
the House of Commons for over 30 years. When he retired, he
was raised to the position of a Peer, and he is now a Member of
the House of Lords. In 1948 the ¢ Daily Mail * characterized the
Members of the House of Commons as traitors and secret agents.
The matter was referred to a Committee of Privileges. Sir Gilbert
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Campion was asked to give evidence, because he was considered a
living authority on parliamentary privileges. Mr. Grenfell put
the following questions to him :—

Q.— Isnot a ruling of the Speaker that it is a prima facie case tantamount
to an instruction that the matter should go before the Comn{i&too of Privileges ? ’t
A4.—* No not an i i If Mr. Sp rules that there is i
case, what follows from that is that it can be debated then and thmp;‘l:lc {:ok':
precedence over the Urders of the Day. The House could deal with it on a motion
on the spot, declaring it was or was not.a:breach of privilege; but in most cases if
there is & question of doubt, it Would be referredte the Committee of Privileges.”

Q.—* A division of the niembers present would deside it ?’

A.— Yes* . .
lhe House should'not go with the impression ithat it is the
Speaker that decides the case, but it is the House: that decides
whether a matter/is a breach of privilege or mot. -~ The House is
the final authority:’’

(The hon. the Leader of the Opposition wanted. to see the

official report of his speech,)

Mz. SPEAKER : —‘“ T knew that the hon. Membeér would con-
tradict me. I am now reading from the official report. The
relevant portion is :

“The question of privilege should not be treated on perty grounds: it
should be decidedon its merits. Particularly when the Hon. Speaker was of the
opinion that a prima facie case of breach of privilege has been made out, the
Government ought to have, i 82 | i the
matter to the Committee of Privileges.””

* Srx T. VISWANATHAM : —* May I explain, Sir? I never
said that the Speaker’'s decision was final. When the Speaker
says that it'is a prima facie case, that by itself shows that it is not
final, but it is the House that should decide it. I simply stated
that the Government, which necessarily had got the majority,
should adopt the parliamentary convention of moving a Privilege
Motion and refer it to the Committee of Privileges. That is all
that I said” T never wanted to create the impression in the mind

* of the Hon. the Chief Minister that-I had any wrong idea, that
the Speaker should decide immediately that it should go to the
Committee of Privileges. I only said that as an indulgence to the
Opposition, the Govermment, who always had a majority, should
adopt the parliamentary convention . . .”

Y 3

Mr. SPEAKER:—“ The words the hon. Member used are
¢ ought to ’.”

* Spr T. VISWANATHAM : —*‘ I said the Government ought
in adopt the parliamentary convention. Sir, if we refer to May’s
Parliamentary Practice, page 363 or so, we will find th_at it has
invariably been the practice in the House of Commons since 1902
or so to refer the question to the Committee of Privileges, when
once the Speaker is of the view that it is a prima facie case of
breach of privilege. ' That is all that I said.””
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Mr. SPEAKER:—"* 1 must also say that in the olden days
it was the Chair that decided questions of breach of privilege.
Now they have changed the rules.”’ :

Sr1 L. VISWANATHAM:—** In Delhi the rules have been
changed. The Speaker has reserved to himself the right of refer-
ring the matter to the Committee of Privileges straightway.”’

* Tae Hon. Srr C. RAJAGOPALACHARI:—* May I waste
another minute, Sir? Phe whole mistake and the difference of
opinion and the diffieulty /to understand one ‘another arise out of
one fact that the hon. the Teader of the Opposition seems to think
that generally, if mot always, privilege motions ‘come from the
Opposition. The opposite of it is the case. Privilege motions
come more often from the Leader of the House than from the
Lgader of the Opposition. If that bias be removed, he will see
that what the Speaker has explained is the correet position, and
there can be no difference of opinion. It is a distinction without
difference to ‘'say-that it is mot an imstruction. “The real fact is
that ordinarly the Speaker’s decision should go without any
further gquestion. But where the Opposition attack the Govern-
ment as a whole, the rule comes into play, and the House has to
decide it. But, anyway, I do not wish that it should become a
debate.’”

Mr. SPEAKER : —“ My object is that every Member should
know the procedure rvegarding breach of privilege. It is only
for that purpose I intervened in the debate. The Hon. the Finance
Minister will now reply to the debate.””

* Tur Hon. Srx C. SUBRAMANIAM :—“Mr. Speaker, Sir,
before 1 proceed to the various points raised by hon. Members
during the last six days, I would like to express my deep sense of
gratitude to this Tlouse for the kindly reception it has given on
the whole to the Budget proposals. I offer my thanks to hon.
Members who .gaye their generous support and alse to those who
made constructive eriticisms. But any special thanks are due to
those who opposed the Budget from A to Z, because in my view in
a democratic Legislature they also serve who stand and oppose. It
is my conviction that a strong and effective Opposition is necessary
for an effective, efficient and good Government. One of the great
weaknesses of the previous Government, in my humble opinion,
was the lack of a’strong Opposition. When that strong Opposition
is not there, the Government, in my view, becomes weak. There-
fore, I welcome a strong and effective Opposition in this House,
and I echo the sentiments expressed by the Hon. the Leader of
the Opposition that Members of the Opposition are as much an
integral part of this House as the Members on the Treasury
Benches and others behind them are. In this connection, I would
like to tell the hon. the Leader of the Opposition that T am much
interested in a strong and effective Opposition. But there is a
party, the ideology of which is to claim all the privileges and
rights of the Opposition in a d atic Legislature for as long
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as they are in the Opposition, and once power passed into their
hands, they would like to liquidate the entire Opposition and
create an one-party dictatorship.  ‘L'he hon. the Leader oi the
Opposition took objection to the use of the word ‘ chaos’ in &
certain context. 1t is not as if all the Members on the other side
want chaos. As a matter of fact, as the Ion. the Chief Minister
put it, they are more orderly than Members on this side. They
caie for decorum and they. follow the rulings of the Chair more
implicity than anybedy efse. But it'is not the temporary phase
of orderliness with which we are comcerned, We are concerned
with the ideology of a party which i§ wedded to the establishment
of a dictatorship—it might be of a class—not by legitimate and
peaceful means, but by force and violence. It is one of the items
of their programme to achieve that objective, that there should be
chaos ’. " "Phere should be grievances and there should be every-
thing ‘which svould weaken orderly Government in any country.
Thereiore, when a reference was made to chaos, it did not refer
to the hon. the Leader of the Opposition nor to Mr, Adityan, but
it referred to-those who are wedded to this programme of violence
and force and the establishment of a dictatorship.

. (Sri T. Viswanatham at this stage passed on‘the programme of
the United Democratic Front to the Leader of the House.)

€ It is not there in the programme of the United Democratic
Front. He refuses to understand what [ am referring to now.
In his heart of hearts he knows that what L refer to is a fact
which cannot be disputed. I am not accusing the United Demo-
cratic Front, as it is functioning here. I have nothing to say
about its programme. It has been put forward as the minimum
programme. But 1 am referring to the ideology of a party which
is wedded to violence and which is out to establish a dictatorship
by force and violence. Therefore when I refer to-it, let no hon.
Member imagine that T am casting any reflection on such of those
as are in this Housé or for the matter of that on those outside this
House. I am referring to an ideology for which they are working
through this House and through other activities outside also. Let
it be clearly understood that when we say © chaos ’ we do not mean
any reflection on the Members of the Opposition as such in this
House, but we refer to the chaos which is inherent in the very
ideology of the Communists.’’

Srr T. VISWANATHAM:—“ On a point of order, Sir, I
thought the Hon. Minister would make a passing reference. and,
therefore, I did not like to interrupt him. But I_ would like to
point out that there is no question of the Communist Party func-
tioning here, as he himself admits.””

Tae How. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM:— That is a fallacy
the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition is always labouring under.”’

* Spr T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘ The Hon. Minister says that
I am labouring under a fallacy. It is much better that he and T
labour under the common fallacy. With regard to the common
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minimum programme, I would like to point out that all the
Opposition parties have combined and formulated a common pro-
gramme. What we have written herein is ‘ On assumption of
office, take the following executive and legislative measures . . .’
T'his is the programme and it will be quite in order if the Hon.
the Leader of the House confines himself to the programme which
we have placed in his hands, instead of referring to ideologies
with which this House at present has no concern. Even the
Communist Party of India; after assumption of office by the Hon.
Sr1 Rajagopalacharishere; has not said anywhere that they are
wedded to a violent revolution or chaos or. dietatorship of the
proletariat. If, on the other hand, the Hon, the Leader of the
House and the Hon, the  Chief Minister have got any evidence
with them, we will be glad te know it, for the Members are here
and they will be in a position to explain or contradiet it rather
than allow these statements to ge by repetition. 'And, fater all,
repetition will not make a statement correct.”’

* Trg Hoy. Str C. SUBRAMANIAM : —** Sir, T am glad the
Hcn. the Leader of the Opposition is able to speak not only on
behalf of the United Democratic Front Members here but also
on behalf of the Communist Party of India.”

Sex T. VISWANATHAM :—*‘“ On your behalf also!”’

* Tae Hox. Sri C. . SUBRAMANIAM :— None  will be
happier than I to know that Communists have given up their
creed of violence, and their idea of establishment of a dictatorship
by violence, but that is quite a different thing. Nomne will be
happier than I, if not enly by profession but in action also, at the
present juncture and in the future, they show to us that they mean
what they say. I de mot want to labour this point any more.

““ The hon. Member Sri T. Nagi Reddi, I think quite legiti-
mately, pointed out the difficulties of the Members in participa-
ting in this debate on the Budget. He complained, * We are not
able to understand these Budget proposals which are full of facts
and figures, printed on so many pages and we find it difficult to
know what is what and where'any facts or figures are to be found
for the purpose of undeérstanding them:.’ = I wvery well realize the
difficulties pointed out by -him. As a matter of fact, as soon as
I assumed office as Finance Minister, I instructed the Finance
Department to prepare a comprehensive note which would be
helpful to the hon. Members of this House to study the Budget
and understand it and I wanted that that note should be printed
snd circulated, if possible, before the discussion on the Budget
began here. But the hands of the Finance Department were full
in revising the Budget proposals in accordance with our direc-
tions and, in fact, they are only half-way through that note.
But I can assure the hon. Members that the note will be completed
and I will have it printed and distributed to the hon. Members
at the earliest possible moment.

A—9
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‘* One other factor which the hon. Member Sri T. Nagi Reddi
mentioned was this. He said, * Thé Budget is introduced by the
Government and then we are asked to discuss it within a few days.
1s it possible for anybody to digest these Budget proposals within
8o short a time and make a criticism which would be an effective
eriticism? *’

Ser T. NAGl REDD1:—* And which would be helpful to
the Government.’’

* Tar Hon. Ser C. SUBRAMANIAM : =" There also 1 agree
with the hon. Gentleman. But he should realize that we were
rather peculiarly situated this year. General eléctions intervemed
and an interim» Budget was presented by the Qare-taker Govern-
ment. As soon as we assumed office, we had to make revisions
as far as possible, and present a revised Budget to this House.
Before the new Constitution cameé into force, the constitutional
position was that the Budget proposal for the coming financial
Year should be debated upon and evenm voted upon by the 3lst of
March. ‘But now there is a change in the provision with regard
to this. A provision has been made in the Constitution that there
could be a vote on account. So much so, it is mot necessary that
the entire Budget should be passed before the 81lst of March.
After voting on account, it could be leisurely taken up and debated
upon in thé months of April, May and June. But as I already
stated, we were peculiarly situated this year because of the inter-
vention of the general elections and also after the first general
elections, under the transitory provisions of the Constitution,
ithe previous lLegislature continued to be in existence till this
House was summoned. Under those circumstances, we could not
do any better than this and this House also had to be under all
these disadvantages. But next year there will be time-enough for
every hon. Member to go through the Budget liesurely, make a
complete study of it and make proposals which would be helpful
to the Government and also which would be helpful to throw out
the Government, if necessary.

‘¢ One other matter that was mentioned was that this Budget
wab too complicated and that it should. be a'little more simple,
so that even an ordinary layman could understand it. Unfortu-
nately, Budget-making is not such an easy process. It is a some-
what complicated process. We have inherited the tradition of the
past in framing the Budget and it will not be very easy to depart
from that. But let me assure the hon. Gentlemen on the other
side that, as far as possible, it will be my endeavour, if I continue
to be in this office, to simplify the Budget proposals so that they
may be made as less complicated as possible.

¢ Sir, during the discussion of the confidence motion, I made
a reference to the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition and said that
he was a creature of circumstances. He took very great exception
to- it; but I confess, Sir, that as far as I am concerned, in fr?’mmg
these Budget proposals, I was a creature of circumstances.



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON THE BUDGET FOR THE 907
YEAR 195253 -

10th July 1952]

Sr1 T. NAGI REDDI: —‘“ And all of us are no doubt creatures
of circumstances.’’

* Tae Hon. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM :—* Sir, I was saying
thas I was a creature of circumstances in framing these Budget
proposals as I had no clean slate to write upon. It is not as if
writing upon a clean slate has advantages only. Writing upon
a clean slate has its advantages and disadvantages also. So, I had
to take the situation as a~whole. "Tucould not possibly ignore
what all happened in_the past as I could notioverlook the existing
conditions and circumstances:  So, under these'circumstances and
within the limited time we had at our disposal, we had to revise
the entire Budget framed during the last year by the Government
which was in office then. The preparation of the Budget is not
made overnight. Tt'is a continual process. ~As a matter of fact,
as soon as one Budget is completed, the proeess of compilation
of the next year’s Budget starts again. I had that disadvantage
also. In addition to that, I found that T had assumed the office
of Finanece Minister at a time when the returns from the various
taxes were falling and when the reserves which had accumulated
during the war years had almost been depleted, though it might
be that they were utilized for good purposes. But the fact was
that I had to face a situation wherein the taxes were not yielding
as much as they.were expected to yield. Take the sales tax, for
instance. It was growing year by year but it has now reached
almost the maximum point; it has turned the cormer of increasing
yield and has begun to fall. The Hon. the Leader of the Opposi-
iion made a reference to the sales tax and said that we had under-
estimated the income from that tax. T will presently refer to that
aspect of the matter, but the fact to be faced by me was that
there was no longer a growing return from the sales tax. On the
other hand, T found a definite turn for the worse and I had to
take particular note of that aspect of the situation.

““ In addition to these, as I have already mentioned in my
Budget speech, there were two other factors which faced me.
One is the all-important famine condition which prevailed in
many parts of the State, mnot only in| Rayalaseema but also in
Guntur, South Aroct, North Arcot and many other districts . . . ’*

Serr T. NAGI REDDI:— It is continuing also.”’

* Tue Hon. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘‘ T agree. But when
I had to frame the Budget, I had to take note of these circum-
stances.

¢ The hon. Gentleman Sri Ramamurthi is always accustomed
to make speeches and run’ away at the time of reply. I am sorry
on this occasion also he is not here to hear the reply.’’

Srr T. NAGI REDDI:—“ T am here.”

® Tae Hon. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM : —‘‘ He is always repre-
sented by some other Member (laughter) and that seems to be his
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way of dealing with the matter. There are some people who are
always fond of delivering speeches and then running away. It is
the duty of a Member not only to speak but also to hear.

‘¢ Sir, the hon. Gentleman Sri Ramamurthi referred to the fact
that ‘ the Finance Minister is interested only in the Budget, he
is sorry that his revenues have become depleted because of famine
conditions, and he is not concerned with anything else ’. Yes,
Sir, as far as the Budget proposals.were concerued, I had to take
note of the revenue side only, the financial side only. That does
not mean that I have no human heart. That.does not mean that
1 am not interested in the famine conditions existing in almost
all parts of the country. T am as much distressed as the hon.
Gentleman Sri. Ramamurthi, if not more. He referred to the
relief measures adopted by the Government and said, ¢ They are
all half-hearted measures’. It was mentioned by various other
hon. Members also that ¢ it is merely an eyewash.” Sir, I did not
have the advantage of being present in the House when Sri
Ramamurthi delivered his speech yesterday. That was unavoid-
able. because T had to be present elsewhere. The hon. Gentleman
said that gruel centres in Cuddapah had been closed down. T was
wondering whether, as a matter of fact, any orders had been
passed by inadvertence to close down the gruel centres. . Therefore,
I had to ring up the Secretariat through my Hen. Colleague the
Revenue Minister and this is the information T have received
now—

«No orders have been issued for the closing down of gruel centres. Only
one gruel centre at Ravadrug in Bellary district has been closed down. The
Collestors have been told to use their Jdiscretion and close down gruel centres
when 'he attendance falls very low, that is, below 20.”

Sri T. NAGI REDDI : —*“ On the basis of a telegram that was
received only yesterday and that too to'an hon. Member here who
is representing Cuddapah, my hon. Friend Sri Ramamurthi made
that statement. Now, according to the Hon. Sri. Subramaniam,
Collectors have been given the discretion, and, probably the (dllec-
tor used his diseretion to close down gruel centres.’’

#* Tgr Hon. Srr C. SUBRAMANIAM : —‘ Sir, T want the
hon. Gentleman to/note the condition attached to the discretion.
¢ Collectors have been told to use their 'discretion and close down
gruel centres when the attendance falls very low, that is, below
20.’ Ordinarily in a gruel centre, about 4OQ or 500 persons are
fed. The average attendance is that. But if it falls below 29,
that means that there is really no mneed for the gruel centre in
that locality. It can be very well closed down in that case.”’

Ssr T. NAGI REDDI1:—* But those 20 persons will feel
hungry.””

. . Hox. Srr C. SUBRAMANTAM:--‘‘1 agree. But 1
wantth:? pnigt out that the discretion given to the Collector is
eircumseribed by the condition that the gruel centre can be ch_)sed
down if the attendance falls below 20. Even then, he is given
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discretion to continue it. There are a large number of gruel
centres throughout the State and the following are the numbers
in each distriet:—

Number *
Name of the district.

of gruel

centres.
Anantapur ... 395
Kurnool SRS
Chittoor ... 623
Cuddapah ... 470
Nellore - e T W 73
North Arcot - s cath 84
Salem, SRS, ) iy )
Coimbatore RO

South “Arcot ™

Sr1 T. NAGIL REDDI:—*‘ Is it the latest information? *’ 3 pm.

Tre Hon. Sma C. SUBRAMANIAM :—‘ Yes, this. is the
latest information available. Under these circumstances, we do
uot know from whom those telegrams bave been received saying
that all the gruel centres have been closed down and that there
was great panic everywhere and all those things. “We should be
a little careful in all these matters and should not place too much
faith in these telegrams. Perhaps, certain interested parties
have given those telegrams and one should be careful when making
an tion or a stat t on the floor of this House. A state-
ment has been made that in Cuddapah, the gruel centres have
been closed down. I got the text of the speech of the hon. Member
Sri Ramamurthi and went through the same to find out whether
he has given any figures in regard to this matter. He has not
given any figures, but has only made a general statement that in
Cuddipah gruel centres havé been closed down, giving an impres-
sion that there has been a wholesale closing down of the zruel
centres in Cuddapah.- It is not fair to the Governnient mor is it
fair to anybedy to make such/a statement. ' ‘When the hon. Mem-
ber made a statement, he should be able to give figures as to how
many centres have been closed down and.under what circumstances
they have been closed. He should not be content with making
a general statement. As far as the Government are concerned,
we have issued instructions that as long as there is necessity,
these gruel centres should be run, whatever might be the cost of
running them.  Therefore, I can assure the hon. Members of
this House and particularly the hon. Members coming from
the famine-stricken area of Rayalaseema that these gruel centres
will be run as long as there is necessity for them. The instruction
given to the OCollector is that when the attendance falls
below 20 he may exercise his discretion and close down that
particular centre. The relief work also will be carried on as long
as there is necessity for it and as long as famine conditions exist.
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It was mentioned here and elsewhere that contractors have mis.
behaved. I concede that some contractors might have misbehaved
here and there. But it is wrong to make a general statement that
the entire system of entrusting the work to contractors was bad.
‘Wherever it was found that contractors misbehaved, the Revenue
Department has taken up the work itself and the Public Works
Department also has taken the work upon itself and they have
run these relief works in such instances.’’

Srr T. NAGL REDDI:—‘‘ That is not the case always.”

* Tue Hon. Srx C. SUBRAMANIAM: — Yes, it is mnot
possible for the Departments to intervene in all cases. Wherever
it is possible, it has been done. I do not say mistakes would not
have been committed.  Wherever there were mistakes, and they
were brought to our netice, we have rectified the same. In large
scale relief works like these, there will be some mistake somewhere.
But there is a class of people who always feed mpon the misery
of the people and take advantage of the misery of the people even
when giving relief to famine-stricken people, and try to make
a few more rupees. That is really an unfortunate state of affairs
and the soomner it is ended, the better it will be for the country.

¢ In regard to loans, the hon. Gentleman Sri Ramamurthi
* criticised our policy, and when he referred to takkavi loans, he
made an accusation that these were given only to the large patta-
dars. I do not know on what basis he made that statement. That
loan is distributed to all the ryots there and 95 per cent of them
are small ryots and not big ryots. That being the case, I do not
know why he made that statement. He has not quoted, anything
in favour of his argument, but has quoted himself. Sir, these
loans are being given to all the pattadars. Whatever it is, I
wish to tell the hon. Member that the loans are being given not
only to big pattadars, but to all landbolders, howeyver small their
holding may. be. If it is only a matter of giving these .tq‘lykaw
loans te large pattadars, then there is no point in.giving the
same. ' So; Sir- ... 7
Srr T. VISWANATHAM : —“0On a point of order, Sir, the
Hon. Minister was telling that the hon. Member Sri Ramamurthi
was quoting from his imagination when he said that these takkavi
loans were paid to big pattadars. It is wrong. I thmk. I am
entitled to raise a point of order to correct the Hon. Minister.
Sir, T will now read from the book entitled ‘ Speech of Sri
C. Subramaniam, Finance Minister, presenting the Bndz_et for
1952-53 to the Legislative Assembly and Council ’, wherein the
Hon. Finance Minister has himself stated that ¢ the grant of
takkavi loans was liberalised for the support of the larger _pntta-
dars.’ It is therefore wrong on the part of the Hon. Ft‘nnnco
Minister to say that the hon. Mem'!ger Sri annmurtl.u was
quoting from imagination when he smd'tlmt t];'nese takkavi loans
were given only to large pattadars. W'lth 8 view to oom::t J»he
Hon. Finance Minister, I have raised this point of Order, Sir.
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Mz. SPEAKER:— It is not a point of order. The hon.
Member has been here for the last 12 to 15 years. 1 think he
wust know that it is not a point of order.”’

Srx T. VISWANATHAM: —“ 1 am only trying to enlarge
that right, Sir.”’

* Tre Hon. Sri C. SUBRAMANIAM :—“ When there is a
famine like this, not only the small pattadars, but also the larger
pattadars are under distress, especially when there has been a
continual drought im the'last 4 or 5 years.;. I did not say
‘ larger landlords”. I only said pattadars:, We felt that it was
necessary to give relief not only to small pattadars but also to
larger pattadars, of which class also the other side claims to be
the champion. That is why I said that these loans were liberalised
for the support of the larger pattadars, whose need for these
Inans is also as great as that of the small pattadars. Therefore,
it does not mean that we are interested ouly in the larger pattadars
and we do not care for the smaller pattadars. On the other hand,
we have been granting these 'loans to all those who need them,
because of the unfortunate circumstances existing there. Simply
because a man has got a larger holding, we cannot deny assistance
tc him. As a matter of fact, in view of the continual drought
in the past 4 or 5 years the need of some of these larger pattadars
has become greater than that of the small pattadars, and it is our
duty to go to their succour and help these people as well, along with
the small pattadars. - On. this account, ~you canmot make an
accusation against us and say that we are only giving aid to the
larger pattaﬁarn and are neglecting  the smaller pattadars
altogether. Tt is an unfair accusation and an unfair statement
made on the floor of this House.

‘¢ Sir, there is one other matter which causes some concern and
that is the handloom industry. As far as I could see, this problem
is not going to be solved as long as the conflict between the mill
industry and/ the. handloom industry exists. We are not goin%
to solve it by giving a subsidy now or by finding out a, smal
foreign market. By these means we are mot going to solve the
problem. This can be solved only if we solve this conflict between
these two industries. Therefore it has to be ‘tackled wholesale
and not piecemeal. I don’t claim to say that whatever we may
do now in this matter will be 'a’ permanent relief and will put
this industry on a permanent footing. This is a temporary measure
that we have taken at present to meet a temporary situation. As
far as this problem is concerned, the Government are prepared
to go the whole way, whatever may be the cost of the scheme.
Bu%, as the handloom industry has to exist and survive so that
the 50 lakhs of people in our State may find an honourable occupa-
tion to maintain their families, this conflict between the handloom
industry and the mill industry should be ended; and that could
be done only by reserving certain useful varieties which should
be woven purely by the handloom industry. There should be a
complete ban on the mill industry to weave any variety of cloth
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in that sphere. By adopting that method alone, we can solve this
problem. It should be our endeavour to bring about that situation
when this conflict could be ended. I expect the co-operation of
tl_xe hon. Members not only on this side, but also on the other
side in solving this problem.

_ ““Sir, 1 have been listening to the debate in this House for
the last six days. T wish to tell this Honourable House that the
Finance Minister is not only a:tax-gatherer, but also the custodian
and guardian of publie funds., He has got to see that priorities
are allocated wisely and expenditure is incurred wisely, so that
there may be no waste., It is also the duty of the Finance Minister
to see that the maximum return is obtained for the money that
has been spent.. I may state that 1 gladly welcome any criticism
from the other side pointing out to me the various fields where
there might have been a wastage of public funds and where we
might not have been getting the maximum return. 1 should also
welcome ‘suggestions to stop that leakage. ~As a_ matter of
fact, I expected that the hon. Members on the other side would
do these things and suggest ways and means in this regard. But
everybody was only pleading for more and more expenditure and
most of them were speaking only from the political side.”

Srr T. NAGT REDDI 72 T have given some suggestions.”

* Tag Hon. Sk C;, SUBRAMANIAM :—*“.Of course there are
certain honourable ‘exceptions like the hon. Gentleman. The
general trend of the debate was for asking more and more expendi-
ture and for avoiding fresh taxes as far as possible. I think I am
entitled to ask for the co-operation of this House in the very
necessary duty of the Finance Minister to see that no waste takes
place and that the maximum return is obtained. This could be
done not only by the watchfulness of the Treasury Benches, but
alsc by the hon. Members on the other side. I can assure the
hon. Members on the other side that whatever may be their criti-
cism in this® respect;. 1 will gladly welcomeat. = As far as I am
concerned, I will be prepared to take sueh criticisms. It is only
in that way we will be able to meet all our necessities in nation-
building activities. As far as the State,Government is concerned,
all the nation-building activities have to be undertaken by the
State Government. In the Constitution, if we see the division of
the functions of the Central Government and the State Govern-
ments, we will find that all the nation-building activities for the
welfare of the people are with the State Government. Allocations
have been made with regard to taxation also. The resources also
have been divided, but in that division we find that all the rich
resources have been reserved for the Centre and only the resid)xe,
residue in the sense that whatever is left over after reserving
for the Centre, is given for the State. The Centre reserves to
itself all the rich and flexible resources and only very few taxes
have been left over to the State Government. The only flexible
source that the State Government has is the sales tax. As far as
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land revenue is concerned, it is almost a definite and fixed thing.
But for the first time, we are attempting to make a departure now.
T will explain that a little later.

“ Formerly, there was the tax on liquor; but now we have
got Prohibition and we cannot get much from that source. The
other field is taxation on motor vehicles which too is not exclu-
sively a State subject, but is a concurrent subject. In certain
respects, if we tax motor vehicles, we have to get the concurrence
of the Centre. Thus, our sources of taxation are very much
circumscribed and therefore we have to depend on the Centre for
their subventions, grants and loans for our various activities.
If we have to get the maximum from the Centre, it is not going
to be got by offensive speeches on the floor of this House. I am
sure we can obtain maximum results by negotiation and by persua-
sion and T hope with our Chief Minister as head of the State, we
will be able to get the maximum from the Central Government
for-the development of our State.

‘¢ Sir, T always take the view that Government is not an end in 8-18
itself. It is ome of the social institutions necessary for the welfare P«
of the people. It might be the premier social institution with very
great and vast powers; But still it is a social institution intended
for promoting happiness among the people and it is only for this
purpose of promoting human happiness that Government functions.
The State was a Police State until recently. But-now the concep-
tion of Government has been enlarging and the concept of a
Welfare State has come to prevail all over the world. So much so,
it has now become the responsibility of the Government to see that
conditions exist in the State in order that people are properly fed,
properly clothed, properly housed and are given proper education.
It is the duty of the State to see that proper sanitary conditions
exist and that proper medical treatment is given to the people
whenever they fall sick. All these functions have fallen upon the
Government; and as far as T am concerned. I am prepared to say
that it is the respomsibility of any Government to see that these
requirements of the people are met. And if these requirements are
to be met—these essential requirements—the money does not come
from heaven or from ' outside sources. - Only the people have to
contribute to the Government, so that the contributions may be
utilized for the common welfare of the people. ' Therefore, if we
want all these extra activities, additional activities, and expanded
activities to be carried on by the (Fovernment, we must provide the
necessary money. The concept of a Welfare State is widening and
widening so much, that the Government are obliged to find greater
and greater resources and all these resources have got to be found
only from the people and nowhere else. When I say, this, T know
that it should be obtained in accordance’ with the capacity of the
people to pay. You will find, Sir, that in the present taxation
measures. we have taken into account the capacity of the people to
poy.  As I have often pointed out, the richer resources have been
taken away by the Centre: and, we are left only with the sales tax.
But fortunately, it is a very equitable tax. Tt is a tax paid by the
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people according to their capacity. The poor man goes and
purchas ding to his capacity. Therefore, he pays sales tax
proportionately on that. The rich man purchases more and
therefore, pays more tax. Therefore, this is an equitable tax and
that is why it has become the main source of State revenue now.

““ Sir, in making proposals for fresh taxation also, I claim we
have taken this factor into eonsideration. When I deal with each
taxation measure, I shall try.to.  briefly deal with this aspect.
After making our Budget proposals, I found that, as far as I could
see, there was a defieit of 3} crores of rupees. “The Hon. the Leader
of the Opposition said that we had purpesely' ananipulated the
deficit. He used the word ‘ manipulation ’; for what purpose he
said we manipulated? ‘ Here is a set of wicked people who want
to tax poor people, people who are already suffering. They have
manipulated the accounts to show a deficit ~in order further to
burden the poor people.” = Sir, are we so wicked as that? Leave
alone wickedness. Are we so foolish as to go on burdening the
people with taxes? Taxation is never a popular measure, what-
ever may be the necessity for it. T.et me tell the Hon. the Leader
of the Opposition who is not here Rz

Mr. SPEAKER : —“ The Leader of the Opposition is here."’

* Tee HoN. Skx C. SUBRAMANIAM:—“T am glad he is
here. Let me assure the Leader of the Opposition that there is
absolutely no manipulation. He eays that sales tax has been
purposely under-estimated. He asked: °‘ On what basis have you
+ut this ﬂfu.re Rs. 145 crores? Tt should be Rs. 16 crores and
so_you will have 15 crores more.” We have taken the various
trends into comsideration as far as possible in framing the Budget.
For my part, I studied it as an ordinary human being would study
it and as an ordinary new Finance Minister would study it and
then only estimated the revenue from sales tax at Rs. 14-5 crores
this year. Let me tell the Leader of the Opposition, I will be more
shan satisfied if the estimated amount of tax is realized during the
current-year.”’ {

e Spr T. VISWANATHAM : —“ On a point of personal expla-
riation. Sir, it was said that the word ‘ manipulation ’ was used
by me. I mever used that word . . . (The Hon. Sri Subra-
maniam : ¢ You have said it and I have also made a note of it

here.’) I mnever said that Mr. Subramaniam manipulated the
accounts. I am mnot so bad as that. The Hon. the Finance
Minister will please hear me when I say that the tax was put at
Rs. 15-1 crores in the month of March. That is, the Government
budgeted in the month of March for Rs. 151 crores. Even
under the preliminary accounts we see we have got Rs. 1668
orores. . That is why I said that to say that the tendenc! ft_)r the
eales tax is to fall and not to rise is not a eme_ct appreciation of
the position. On the other hand, the original estimate of Rs. 1626
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crores seems to be more t and nothing has h d betw:

March and June to underestimate the income under sales tax.”
That is all the explanation I want to make.”’

" Tae Hon. Sri C."SUBRAMANIAM:—* T wish the Hon.
the Leader of the Op; ion had been in my position. As far as
we could see, the returns for March, April and May showed a
downward trend. I think we have taken a very optimistic view of

the future and made this estimate.of Rs. 14-5 crores. I stand by’

that estimate and as I have said already T shall be more than satis-
fied and shall be very happy if the estimated amount is realized.
Then, the Leader of the Opposition says; ‘ Hers,are two items—
Grow More Food schemes which take away Rs. 60 lakhs of rupees
and the tank improvement schemes which take away a like amount
—and if these two schemes are given up, you will get another
Rs. 120 lakhs.” May T inform hon. Members of this House that as
far as each item is concerned, the provision is.for the purpose of
ting exp on the sch sthich have already been started ?
I do not know how the schemes were selected. Perhaps Sri
T. Viswanatham is more familiar with the history of the schemes,
use he was also'a Member of the party which was running the
Governmentithen. Sir, these provisions are for schemes which have
already been started. We are not making such provisions in order
that the Revenue Minister may satisfy the Public. Works Minister
or the Public Works Minister may satisfy the Finance Minister. It
is not.our intention to function that way at all and I may assure the
Leader of the Opposition that that is not the way in which we
function.. To sum up, therefore, it is not as if we could avoid this
expenditure of Rs. 120 lakhs and cover the deficit. As regards sales
tax, as far as we could judge from the figures available, we could
take credit for only Rs. 145 crores. I am sorry that the Leader of
the G)ppositionfjumped to the conclusion that this Budget could be
a surplus one if we only tightened up here and there and got some
four crores of rupees that way. He said, ¢ Then it will'be a surplus
Budget and there will not be any necessity for all these unpopular
measures of taxation ; become popular by avoiding further taxation.’
I feel, that perhaps that was the very purpose for which the Leader
of the Opposition was saying . that there should be, mno taxation.
It might have been easy for us to put up inflated figures and say
that the taxes are unmecessary. T am sure that that is not the way
of becoming a popular Finance Minister. - T have to take note of
actual, existing conditions. T have to take note of the circum-
stances prevailing. I eannot act on mere imagination or on paper.
Therefore it is no use-saying, eut two crores here and cut one crore
there- and you will have a surplus Budget. We do not want a
manipulated Budget. That is why we honestly calculated the
estimated revenues which would be -available for-this year, and
have come with these proposals for taxation. Tf we want that the
welfare schemes of the Government should be implemented, it is
necessary that there should be some additional taxation. i

““ Before T actually take up the various measures of taxatiom
roposed, T would like to refer to an argument often put forward
Props; gu P
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by certain Members of the House, that is, the conflict between
r\_n‘al economy and urban economy. It is always said that ameni.
ties are provided for the urban areas alone and rural areas are
neglected. But we should realize this facglthat cities have grown

We cannot prevent their growth. Our present civilization ia.
conducive to the growth of cities and whenthere is concentration
of population in a limited area, that itself creates certain problems
which have got to be solved. For example, take the Madras City.
You have got tarred roads here. They are a necessity ; they are not
a luxury because you find thousands of ears running every minute
on the roads here. Suppose the roads are not tarred; suppose the
roads do not have a dust-proof surface. Do you think we will be
able to sit in this Chamber now and deliberate? There will be
nothing but dust everywhere. So also there should be drainage.
Because of the concentration of population in these areas, water
cannot be allowed to run in the open and get dried up. In a
village; however, where there are a few houses and, therefore, a
small flow of water from the gutter, we can allow it to Tun and get
dried up. Here is a population which is big and the water running
in the gutters here will form a rivulet if the water is not con-
trolled. ' It will bring in its wake all kinds of diseases. We cannot
shut our eyes to the concentration of people in a particular area.
About the hospitals also, the same thing holds good. They have
to be located only in concentrated areas, because there is always
difference between rural life and city life. Here the place is more
congested and more contaminated. In villages, on the contrary,
there is good and free air. TLife in villages is certainly better than
urban life. Hospitals in congested areas are a necessit%. That does
not mean there should be no hospitals in villages. ut it is not
possible to locate hospitals with our present resources in every
village or even in eévery big village. ~Therefore, they are to be
located at a central place which will be easily accessible to all the
villagers roundabout. = They should be able to reach the place
easily. Similarly, take colleges. =~ They are located in cities.
Many other institutions also grow like that. Tt is not quite inten-
tional. Therefore, when we find that there are more amenities in
the urban stations, they are but a natural growth; not an artificial
growth, aceording to me. If we want that these cities should not
grow, then we ‘should stop the growth of ‘the present civilization
and revert to rural civilization. "We cannot have it both ways. We
must, therefore, take it that wherever there is a concentrated
population, more amenities have got to be provided. Further it
is mot as if all the amenities provided there are exclusively
restricted to the urban population. They are intended for the rura'l
population also. The colleges, hospitals and various other insti-
tutions are not restricted to the use of the urban population only,
but are also available to the villagers.

. ‘“ No doubt people living in the locality might derive greater,
benefit and greater advantage, but it is no argument to say that
it is purely intended for the urban people. Therefore, if it is said
that there is a conflict between the urban and rural interests, it
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is an artificial conflict, it is a conflict which we ourselves try to
create and then try to end it. Let us look at the State as a whole
and try to solve the problems and let us not be saying that many
1nore amenities are required for the villages only. Many " more
amenities are required not only for the villages but for the towns
also. I:et us face problems bravely and let us not create more
conflicts’ than necessary. Already there is conflict between ‘class
and class. Let us not create.amew'conflict between the rural and
the urban population.

““ Next, Sir, L.wish to refer %o the Capital expenditure pro-
gramme proposed in the Budget.. Some suggestions were made;
I say they were ahmost an accusation that we have eut down the
Capital expendituré, -even the expenditure that was provided in
the interim Budget. ' T would request the hon. Members to look into
the figures furnished in the Budget. = At page 31, Appendix IT, it
will be found that the provision made under the interim Budget
was Rs. 896 -59 lakhs. Itw ill be found therein an“item, Rs. 80-00
lakhs towards lump-sum deduetion for ~probable savings without
showing where the actual cut is going to be made, so that it might
be distributed over all the schemes mentioned therein. The only
thing we have done in the present Budget is that-we have distri-
buted the Rs. 80 lakhs between the various schemeés. - We have
done nothing mere than that. - In spite of that, it has been said
that we have cut.down even the interim.Budget proposals. As far
as our Capital expenditure is concerned, it is not so. If a reference
is made to the totals, it will be found that the two figures tally,
the figure under the interim Budget aund the figure under the
present Budget proposals. ' The figures are the same, namely,
Rs. 896-59 lakhs. = So also is the case with Capital outlay on
Flectricity schemes. A lump-sum deduction of Rs. 199:39 lakhs
was provided in the interim Budget. - This has been distributed
under the different schemes but the total allotment in both the
estimates is the same; namely, Rs. 8 crores. 1In spite of deterio-
ration in our financial resources, we have tried our best'to maintain
the scale of Capital expenditure at the same level. = Again it was
said that we have slowed down work ‘on the. Malampuzha project
and there is an impression alsoin the State that it hasibeen slowed
down. There was a slowing ‘dewn.no doubt in March last. That
was because our resources; ran short and. we ‘were not sure of the
assistance that we would be getting from the Centre. Now
the Centre has granted a loan of one crore of rupees specifically
for the project and let me' therefore assure hon. Members from
Mzlabar that as far as this project is concerned, that work has
already been speeded up and it will be maintained and the project
finished within the scheduled time. Then reference was also made
to the Manimuthar project. A provision of Rs. 50 lakhs was made
in the interim Budget proposals in respect of this project. Now it
has been cut down to Rs. 40 lakhs. This is only on account of the
redistribution that we have made among the various schemes from
out of the total lump-sum deductions for probable savings. As
regards this project, one other factor has to be remembered. We
have allotted Rs. 40 lakhs for this project. We are going to finish
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by certain Members of the House, that is, the conflict between
rural economy and urban economy. It is always said that ameni-
ties are provided for the urban areas alone and rural areas are
neglected. But we should realize this facythat cities have grown,
We cannot prevent their growth. Our present civilization i;
conducive to the growth of cities and whenfithere is concentration
of Population in a limited area, that itself creates certain problems
which have got to be solved. For example, take the Madras City.
You have got tarred roads here: They are a necessity; they are not
a luxury because you find thousands of‘ears running every minute
on the roads here. Suppose the roads are mnot tarred; suppose the
roads do not have a dust-proof surface. Do you think we will be
able to sit’'in this Chamber now and deliberate? There will be
nothing but. dust everywhere. So also there should be drainage.
Because of the concentration of population in these areas, water
cannot be allowed to run in the open and get dried up. Ina
v1ll:i¥e, however, where there are a few houses and, therefore, a
small flow of water from the gutter, we can allow it to run and get
dried up.- Here is a population which is big and the water running
in the gutters here will form a rivulet if the water is not con-
trolled. It'will bring in its wake all kinds of diseases. “We cannot
shut our eyes to the concentration of people in a particular area.
About the hospitals also, the same thing holds good. They have
to be located only in concentrated areas, because there is always
difference between rural life and city life. Here the place is more
congested and more contaminated. In villages, on the contrary,
there is good and free air. Nife in villages is certainly better than
urban life. Hospitals in congested areas are a necessity. That does
not mean there should be no hospitals in villages. But it is not
possible to locate hospitals with our p t resources in every
village or even in every big village. ' Therefore, they are to be
located at a central place which will be easily accessible to all the
villagers roundabout. They should be able to reach the place
easily. Similarly, take colleges. ~They are located in cities.
Many other institutions also grow like that. Tt is not quite inten-
tional. Therefore, when we find that there are more amenities in
the urban stations, they are but a natural growth; not an artificial
growth, according to me. Tf we want that these cities should not
grow, then we should stop thé growth of ithe present civilization
abd revert to rural eivilization: [ We cannot have it both ways. 'We
must, therefore, take it that wherever there is a_ concentrated
population, more amenities have got to be provided. Further it
is mot as if all the amenities provided there are exclusively
restricted to the urban population. They are intended for the rural
population also. The colleges, hospitals and various other insti-
tutions are not restricted to the use of the urban population only,
but are also available to the villagers.

_ “ No doubt people living in the locality might derive greater

P-™. 10 ofit and greater advantage, but it is no argument to say that

it is purely intended for the urban people. Therefore, if it is said
that there is a conflict between the urban and rural interests, it
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is an artificial conflict, it is a conflict which we ourselves try to
create and then try to end it. Let us look at the State as a whole
and try to solve the problems and let us not be saying that many
1nore amenities are required for the villages only. Many more
umenities are required not only for the villages but for the towns
also. Let us face problems bravely and let us not create more
conflicts” than necessary. Already there is conflict between ‘class
and class. Let us not create a.mew conflict between the rural and
the urban population.

°“ Next, Sir, Lowish to refer to the Oapital expenditure .pro-
gramme proposed in the Budget. Some suggestions were made;
I say they were almost an accusation that we have cut down the
Capital expenditure, ~even the expenditure that was provided in
the interim Budget. I would request the hon. Members to look into
the figures furnished in the Budget. = At page 81, Appendix II, it
will be found that the provision made under the interim Budget
was Rs. 896:59 lakhs. Itw ill be found therein am item, Rs. 80-00
lakhs towards lump-sum deduction for probable savings without
showing where the actual cut is going to be made, so that it might
be distributed over all the schemes mentioned therein. ‘The only
thing we have done in the present Budget is that.we have distri-
buted the Rs. 80 lakhs between the various schemes. - We have
done mnothing mere than that. In spite of that; it has been said
that we have eut down even the interim. Budget proposals.  As far
as our Capital expenditure is concerned, it is not so. If a reference
is made to the totals, it-will be found that the two figures tally,
the figure under the interim Budget and the figure under the
present Budget proposals. The figures are the same, namely,
Rs. 896-59 lakhs.  So also is the case with Capital outlay on
FPlectricity schemes. A lump-sum deduction of Rs. 199-39 lakhs
was provided in the interim Budget.  This has been distributed
under the different schemes but the total allotment in both the
estimates is the same, namely, Rs. 8 crores. In spite of deterio-
ration in our finaneial resources, we have tried our best to maintain
the scale of Capital expenditure at the same level. Again it was
said that we have slowed down work on the Malampuzha project
and there is an impression also in the State that it has been slowed
down. There was: a slowing down no doubt in:March last. That
was because our resources ran short and we were not sure of the
assistance that we would be getting from the Centre. Now
the Centre has granted a loan of one crore of rupees specifically
for the project and let me' therefore assure hon, Members from
Mgzlabar that as far as this project is concerned, that work has
already been speeded up and it will be maintained and the project
finished within the scheduled time. Then reference was also made
to the Manimuthar project. A provision of Rs. 50 lakhs was made
in the interim Budget proposals in respect of this project. Now it
has been cut down to Rs. 40 lakhs. This is only on account of the
redistribution that we have made among the various schemes from
out of the total lump-sum deductions for probable savings. As
regards this project, one other factor has to be remembered. We
have allotted Rs. 40 lakhs for this project. We are going to finish
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the: Lower Bhavani Project and all the machinery which i ing
utilized for the Lower Bhavani Project will beco);ne gf;lrblzelflﬁ’-
transfer to the Manimuthar Project. Though in terms of actual
money the provision might be only Rs. 40 lakhs,” when we take
into consideration the machinery ~we propose to transfer to this
project, the total provision will be in the order of Rs. 70 to Rs. 75
lakhs. Therefore, hon. Membersmeed not go under the impression
that we want to slowidown ‘any scheme. “As a matter of fact, it is
to our interest, itiis in the interest of ther State that they should be
speeded up and completed as early ‘as possible, especially the half-
finished scheme because the longer we delay the projects, the longer
will be the dead capital locked up there. without any return.
Therefore, Government are interested in speeding up all projects
and seeing’ that they are completed as early as possible.

** With regard to electricity schemes also seme reference was
made to the effect that we are slowing down the schemes, It is not
so. We are having many more schemes ready than necessary; as
a matter of faet, there are so many schemes now.ready that it will
not be possible with our present financial resources” to complete
them this year. As far as extension of elet'triciti is concerned,
the bottleneck is not only finance; ' there is another: bottleneck.
However much.we might wish, it will not be possible for us to
overcome that bottleneck, particularly the bottlemeck in copper
wire.  The annual requirement  of copper for the FElectricity
department of this State is 1,600 tons but we are getting only a
negligible fraction of this quantity. Recently, the raw materials
section of the United Nations allocated 1,400 tons of copper for all
the countries in the British Commonwealth including India,
Ceylon, Great Britain, South Africa, etc. This is the allotment
for the current year. This will show to what extent we are suffer-
ing for want of copper conductors. Therefore under the existing
circumstances, we are interested in pushing up the electricity
exiension schemes as fast as possible, because we do realize that if
we want to increase production of foed, it can only be done by the
completion of the ifrigation projects. andalso by making cheap
electric power-available | to the agriculturists to lift water for
irrigation. From/ that aspect, it will be tha emndeavour of “this
Government to speed up all the  schemes| to’ the utmost extent
possible.

¢ Then, Sir, T will refer briefly to the various taxation
proposals made by the Government and the counter—measures
suggested by hon. Members. Once it is conceded that I have made
out a fairly good case that additional resources are necessary for
this Government if the Government were to carry out the schemes
pu' before the House, we have to get on additional resource of
about four crores of rupees. Wherefrom could it be got?
Suggestions have been made that only the rich nenp]e who are able
to pay should be taxed. T completely agree with them. But n]r;
alternative suggestion was also made. * Why undertake these fresf
taxation measures? Serap Prohibition. You will get 16 crores o

rupees.” This was the suggestion made by some hon. Members on
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the other side and by some on this side also who think on | 2

lines. But let me tell them this. So far as Prohlibitiuu l;: S:‘I,J;t:
cerned—I am dealing only with the financial aspect of it and not
the moral or any other aspect,—it was contended that we would get
Rs. 16 crores if Prohibition were scrapped. Wherefrom would
we get this revenue? Hon. Members must realize that toddy was
the main source of revenue, more than 75 per cent was from the
sule of toddy. Who were ghe™ people who'were drinking toddy?
It was the lowest of the low, the Harijans and the classes just
above them. They were the only persouns, the poorest of the poor,
that took to toddy and they were paying the tax through the sale of
toddy. Rupees 12 crores out of the Rs. 16 crores that we got were
made up of taxes collected from the poor people.. Therefore, when
people suggest, for purposes of raising revenue,  that Prohibition
should be serapped, all the theory of taxing the rich and aveiding
the poor goes 1o the wind. Therefore I say, af it is insisted that the
tux should be vollected from the comparatively rich people; then
Prohibition should not be scrapped because as far as I know, it is
the' poorer classes of thepeople that pay. 1f you do not want to tax
the poorest of ‘the poor classes then you will have “to oppose the
scrapping of the Prohibition, because scrapping of Prohibition will
be only taxing the.poorest amomwg the poor. ' (Applause.) Therefore
let not hon. Members think that they could get Rs. 16 crores by
abolishing Prohibition and we need not think of additional taxa-
tion. It will mean that we want to escape, sell toddyand get money
from the poorest'of the poor for our own purposes, for our own
betterment. (Interruption.) The hon. Member Mr. Deivasigamani
says that it is better tian illicit liquor which is poison. With that,
T am not concerned. I am concerned with the sale of toddy,
whether we are justified in taxing the poor and get Rs. 16 crores.
(An hon. Member: ‘It is only a voluntary payment.’) Even
voluntary payment, even if it be charity, can it be taken from the
poor people who most need it? Will it be good on our part to make
some people pay because they do not know they are paying and thus
contribute for the betterment of the better classes of people P+ Will
it be social justice to takethat money and utilize it for the common
good of all the people? That is not;anyhow aecording to the canons
of taxation so far as I am able to understand theny, ~ (Hear, hear,)
'That is why we have made certain proposals, so that comparatively
better-placed people might be taxed. ‘That is why we have chosen
‘the particular measures that we have placed before the House.

« Pake for example the land revenue surcharge. It is easily
asked : ¢ Why should you have the surcharge on land revenue?
There should be only agricultural income-tax.” Yes, on principle
T agree that the more ientific way of taxat is to have an
agricultural income-tax.  But do you realize yhe f‘hﬁiculh.es
involved in it? Can you expect a poor ryot who is paying a kist
even up.to Rs. 250 or Rs. 300 to maintain accounts and sat{sfy t]{e
agricultural income-tax authorities? (Intgrruphon.)\ . Business is
quite different; carrying on business requires the maintenance of
account, but not so agriculture. Therefore there is a completa ,
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eulsnfc. The conduet of a business by itself requires g;;

mai of ‘Without accounts, nobody can

hul.n_su, As far as agriculture is concerned, it wiglyonly ::n‘;
additional burden and unnecessary expenditure imposed on the
agricylturists. As far as I am concerned, I am prepared to say
that many of the poor people paying a kist ranging from Rs. 50 to
300, if only they pay to the State Exchequer what they would be
spending on clerks and“others for:the maintenance of accounts
would be payingdouble the tax that they would be paying accord-
ing to the measures that we havel now proposed. Therefore, it is
not possible under the existing circumstances to.impose agricultaral
income-tax. This aspeet has been considered by the Land Revenue
Reforms Committee and we came to the eonclusion that it wwould be
another sort of harassment if we introdueed agricultural income-
fax atthis stage. The country should be prepared for it. It is not
prepared for it now. ‘That is why we proposed this levy of sur-
charge on /land revenue, Many hon. Members agreed with this
principle but said that the exemption limit of Rs. 50 was rather
low and that it should be raised. Some hon. Members suggested
that it should be Rs. 150 and others Rs. 200 to Rs. 250 and the
Lender of the Opposition was generdus enough to say that it should
be Rs. 500. (The hon. Member Sri T. Viswanatham stood up in
his seat.) What is the tax the hon, Member is paying?

Sex T, VISWANATHAM: —“ I am a commonest man. I do
not pay any taxes.”’

# Tuw Hox. Szx C. SUBRAMANIAM :— *“ I am not going to
address detailed arguments at this stage, because this measure will
be coming up before the House at a later stage when it could be
examined in detail. But what T want to say is this. Suggestions
have Been made to raise the minimum to Rs. 100 as it would be
reasonable, ~What is the additional burden we impose on ‘the
people? ‘Take the limit from Rs. 50 toRs. 100. We propose that
a surcharge of 2:5 per ¢ent; that is, Rs. 12:8-0 should be paid. A
person | paying hundred: rupees avill be called upon to pay
Rs. 112-8:0, i.e., an extra sum of 'Rs. 12-8-0. After all, the land
available in this gountry is very limited and if we distribute the
entire land per capita, it'will come to not more than one acre per
head and if that be so, people payin%]land revenue above Rs. 50
must be owning approximately more than about eight acres or nine
acies of wet land and if it is good dry land it would be 15 to 20
acres. Should they not pay some additional tax when compared
to others holding small pattas of half an acre, one acre, two acres
or three acres?

“ Tt is in this view that Rs. 50 was taken as a reasonable limit.
As far as higher income groups are concerned, suggestions have
been made that a surcharge rtuigi from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 per rupee
should be levied. Tf the hion. Members are really serious about it,
we will consider that also, Another suggestion was also made that
tea and coffee plantations are left free and that we are not taxing
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them enough. I wish to inform the House that we are not going to
Jeave t.ham:‘ untouchod.‘ If hon. Members go through the R?pog of
the l‘.nd i Re: ,C ttee, they will tind that agricul-

) is prop 1 to be introd d and as far as these
plantations are d, it is T ded that agricultural
income-tax should be operative immediately and forthwith. We
are prepared to stand by that r dation.”” (Appl )

Sr:r PILLALAMARRIE VENEATESWARLU : —*“ When?

Tae Hox. Sri 0. SUBRAMANIAM :— ‘ Justinow we have
come. As soon as/pessible, we will take wp this question also and
see that agricultural income-tax is made applicable to tea and
coffee plantations. It weuld net work any hardship also as accounts
are already being maintained and they need not follow a new system
hereafter. As far as the Centre is concerned, a percentage of the
income is freated as nom-agrieultural and on that, ineome-tax is
being levied. As far as the agricultural portion of the inceme is
concerned, we shall examine the entire question theroughly and
bring forward measures for levying an agricultural income-tax.

“* Then comes the surcharage on bus fare. It has been charac-
terised as horrible. It has been stated, ¢ let us tax bus owners rather
than the passengers ’. Ultimately, it is the bus cwners that are
going to pay this tax. Even though at present we have allowed
them to levy seven pies as maximum, in many places this maxi-
mum is not levied, because it is not quite economical. Therefore,
8ir, I am prepared to consider proposals which will not fall heavily
on the poor travelling public but would only cut into the large
%oﬁu of bus owners. But, there is another aspect to this question.

e have to take into account other vested interests likely to be
affected. The vested interest in this case is the Centre. The
Central Government are levying income-tax on the profits of the
bus-owners and therefore if we try to cut into the profits of the
bus-owners, the Qentral, Government are likely to protest but I
am sure I will haye the co-operation and backing of the entire
House in asking the Centre that, as far as we are concérned, we are
entitled to tax fhe bus passéngers and collect the tax from them.
It is only from that point of view that we have levied the tax in this
form and it is not our intention that the entire burden should fall
only on the passengers. I am sure hon. Members will make suitable
and very roasonable suggestions to remedy any of the defects or
remove the difficulties in levying this tax.

921

‘¢ In regard to the betterment levy, many hon. Members opposed
it. But, we should realize that it is the public funds, funds belong-
ing to the entire people, that are spent on schemes which make the
lands more valuable. There is an unearned increase in their value.
Is not the State, representing and belonging to the emtire people,
having spent so much of public funds on the schemes, entitled to
a share in the unearned inmcrease inm their value? T am sure
hon. Members will agree that this is a just and fair proposal, that ~
betterment levy should be levied on properties which get the
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advantage of the schemes that have been executed at public
diture. And with that view, we have made certain gydg;aifp:f&
they have got to be examined. Of course, in regard to the tax on
foreign liquor, there has not been much opposition.  With regard
to these taxation measures, I want to say one thing  to
hon. Members. As far as I am concerned, I want to say *‘ I don’t
have a closed mind. I am going to move a motion  that these
proposals may be referred to Select Committees so that those Select
Committees may scrutinize them with the great care that is neces-
sary in the case of these taxation' proposals, so that when they
emerge from the.Select Committees, there will be no objection from
any side of the House and all the hon. Membersiof the House, to
whatever side they may belong, may feel that that we have made
fair and just proposals and that these taxes fall on those who are
able to pay and not on the poor people. Tt is only. that aspect
which should ‘be serutinized carefully by the Select Cemmittees to
be formed on the various taxation measures.

““ Sir, I wish to say a few words regarding the community pro-
jects. It has been stated, ‘'these are American sponsored; Ameri-
cans are behind these and they are trying to get hold of this country
through community projects ’. T am glad that-all hon. Members
are cautious and alert enmough to see that no foreign State gets a
foothold in this country. I am as much responsible and interested
as Members on the other side that our country should not again fall
into the hands of any other country or get into its clutches either
economically or politically. T wish the hon. Members on the other
side realize this fully and that is my appeal to them. T.et us not
walk into the parlours of America or England or Russia or China;
let -us be free from any of these dominations, from whatever side
they may come and whatever creed they may profess. (Inter-
ruption from 8. T. Adityan.) I am glad Mr Adityan agrees
with it. T know some people agree with mental reservations.””"

Sr: T. NAGI REDDI:—‘‘ I have no mental reservations.”

. * Tagg HoN. Srr ©. SUBRAMANTAM :Z-<“T don’t say
Mr. Nagi Reddi has mental reservations.  He is open-minded and
without mental reservations.. ' So, Sir, let us not get under the
domination of any country. (Cheers.) el .

¢ Then, Sir; I turn to the Rayalaseema development schemes.
Mr. Nagi Reddi is vitally interested and, as a matter of fact, every
one of us is vitally interested because we cannot afford the ever
recurring famine staring us again in the face. Tt is the duty of any
Government to see that the conditions which exist in any part of
the country and which contribute to the recurrence of famine, are
removed as early as possible. A Development Board was specifi-
oally constituted for this purpose by the previous Government. As
far as this Government are concerned, I can assure the hon. Mem_bers
that it is the intention of this Government and it will be the
endeavour of this Government, to develop this backward area as
early as possible, so that it may no longer be subject to this evei-
recurring famine.. If T am unable to make concrete proposals here
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and.now; it is because we don’t have time to éxamine the various
proposals:.before:us to enable-us to. put before you a: concrete
scheme. But the matter is engaging ‘the attention of the Govern-
ment and they will evolve schemes for the development of the
backward areas.” I am sure My, Nagi Reddi will not insist, ‘ here
‘and now you should give a scheme * and I hope he will be satisfied
with“the assurance I have given now.’” : T st

Srr T. NAGI REDDI: I will wait for the action,” i
2 [* Tue Hon. Sr1.@. SUBRAMANTAM :— ‘T agree that they
hiave to judge us by our action|and they shouldjudge us by what
we do. - We would also. judge the Opposition by what they do and
how. they acts 1 am going to stand this test and hope the Members
‘of the Opposition also-will be prepared for the same test. 5

““ Sir, let me make a final appeal. Let us sink our differences;
petty differences T say; there might be ideologi¢al differences; but
Tet us work for the common good of this State, so that our people
niay get a better life and ‘better opportunities and may be able to
lead a life which would satisfy their essential needs at least. = Not
only: the ‘Goyériimert but the entire House is responsible and this
House should be prepared to take the ‘entire responsibility. The
Opposition cannot say, ‘ We are only in the Opposition and our
daty is only toroppose.”- ‘On the other hand, it is the greater duty
of the Opposition, if we err to correct our errors and see even if we
fail, we do not fail at a eritical juncture and thatthe Government
do their duty for the betterment of the common man.. T am sure,
with that co-operation and with that common fund of goodwill, we
will be able to see that our State prospers for ever. (Cheers.) I
thank you, Sir, for giving me this opportunity and also thank all
the hon. Members for giving me a patient hearing.’”” (Cheers.)

Mz. SPEAKER:— For the last six days, I have been observ-
ing the indiscriminate use of certain words by the Members and I
want to bring it to the notice of the Members to-day. Hon.
Members are using the words ¢ hon. Friend’ indiscriminately.
When a Member refers to a Member of his own party or side, he
should refer to him as.‘ my hon. Friend ’; if a Member wants to
refer to a Member belonging to another party he should refer to
him’ as ‘ the hon. Gentleman >. "Members should make this distine-
tion between ‘ hon. Friend > and ¢ hon. Gentleman ’.””

Ser T. NAGI REDDI:—‘ Are they not friends, Sir? ”’

Mr. SPEAKER:—‘“ They are friends outside the Assembly,”

Srr R. V. SWAMINATHAN:—“1 want to suggest one
thing, Sir. Many Members are new and they are not aware of the
procedure. Instead of putting in writing how Members should
address and all that, will it not be better if we have an informal
meeting and discuss all these things? **

M. SPEAKER :—‘‘ I will circulate a note as to what words

should be used and the way in which hon. Members should address
the Chair, as well as one another.”” 5 5
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. Tee Hon. Smx C. SUBRAMANIAM : —‘‘ I may be permitted
to say that I would like to continue to be = friemd even with the
Members of the Oppesition.” ( T.)

Mr. SPEAKER : —‘‘ The difficulty is if the Hon. the Leader
of the House addresses another Member as ‘my hon. Friend
Mr. . . . ’ those whe read his speech will be under
the impression that the gentleman fo whom he has referred as
friend, belongs to his Party. ¥t will.create confusion.

5 Regardin% Demands, I must say that I have already had a
meeting of the leaders in my chamber and we bave come to a con-
clusion in the matter of allotting time for each Demand. It is not
possible for every hon, Member to take part in the discussion. on
each D d. ~ The convention in our Heuse is that no Member
should fake part in the Debate under more than two Demands.
Then only it will be possible for every Member to take part in the
debate on Demands. We should follow that convention, as other-
wise gome hon. Members will be deprived of any chance of speaking
here.

“ ¥ pow adjourn the House to ‘meet agaim at 10-30 a.m. on
Saturday, ¥2th July 1952.”"

The House then adjourned.




APPENDIX§

[Vide answer to starred question No. 69-asked by Sri C. R, Ramaswamy.at the meeting of the Legislativeé Assembly =
oid on 10th July 1052, at page 847 supra.] : > g
Statement showing the allotments and. receirts of ‘standard_iron and steel under different E
quotas from period I[62 to period ITT[52. 9
Allotmenrt eriod Receipts against periods
Serial number and nature of quotas. ,——--_f_';_——ﬂ = hoitesa. B, Bonoke:
1/62. I1/52. I1E{52 1152; 11/52.
(8] @) (3) (<) (L] () (U]
2 TONS. TONs. TONS. TONS.
'*\.S-muhzml s 2 . 535 2,725 2,089 2,060 422:50 . (1) With effect from period II/62 the Harijan
"ricultural . . e .. %4900 3,800 5,131'6 582:00 . and displaced fabricators quotas w‘m
tage industries .. = i 264 264 264 10°60 e merged with the non-agricultural quota.
ijan 0 v B A A1 150 wi Sy £ o Hence separate sllotments have not been
uplaced fabricators #e A 21 94 .. Es H o shown.
3teel processing industries (State) &4 570 570 570 E: i (2) Receipts under non.agricultural, .rhuhunl
t Development Schemes 4 400 400 400 = . and cottege industries quotas for period
Jo¥ nt sponsored Housing Schemes. 400 400 7650 . 2 are nil.
digliron (State) RECLR RS 860 780 780 i (8) Receipts under steel @
g iron quotas.—The Director of Industries
and Commerce, Madras, consol all
applications of the indentors and furnishes
to the Direotor of Con g,
avery quarter 8 consolidated list :rom-
jndicating the quantities to be lotted.
‘Ee Director of Controlled
ues quota certificates to the allottees
who place the orders with the controlled
stockists and obtain the materials direct.
= No information about receipts under these
quotas can the be furnished.
(4)-Government D Schemes.—The Chief
g ineer, P.W.D. (General), recos
the indents of the local boards, lities and pi and the indents'are consolidated and forwarded to the and Steel
Controller by the Director of Ct lled di After the are made by the Government of India, the Direotor of Controlled
C iti i ly distri! the quotas to.the indentors and the Iron.and Steel Controller, Calouta, issues the quota certificates. The
Tled stoekists and obtain the materials . diréct. No information of receipts can therefore be given.

indentors place the orders with the producers or control
(5) Government sponsored Housing Schemes.—The resommending suthority. is the Registrar of Co-operative Societies and the prooedure followed is- the

same as that for Government Development Schemes
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IN CITY.

A00OUNT TEST INSTITUTE, Egmore, Madras.

Crry BOOK COMPANY, Post Box No. 606, Madras-4.

HIGGINBOTHANS, Madras. :

P. VARADACHARI & CO., Madras.

THB SOUTH INDIA SAIVA SIDDEANTHA WORKS PUBLISHING S0018TY, LIMITED, Madras,
VENEATARAMA & CO,, Madras, .-

V. PERUMAL CHETTI & SONS, Madras. y

V. RAMASAMY SASTRULU & SONS, Madras.

OTTRUMAT O¥FiOB, Madras-17. ¥

M. DORAISAWMY MUDALIAR & Co., Madras.

IN MUFASSAL. k

TH: EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES COMPANY, R.S. Puram, Coimbatore district.
D, SREEKRISENAMURTHY, Ongole, Guntur district.

M. & Co., Krishna district.
DIARY Krishna distriot.
TuB C L LINKS, A\ , Krishna disteict.
THE MANAGER, Vi Krishna district.

E. M. GOPALARRISHNA KONE, Madural, Madural district.

K.P. AmMED KUNEHI & BROS., Cannanore, Malabar district.

P. K. BROTHERS, Kozhikode (South Malabar).

A. VENKATASUBBAN, Vellore, North Arcot distriet.

TiMES MODERN MAR®, Salem, Sslem district.

K. BHOJA Ra0 & Co., Mangalore, South Kanara distriot.

U. R. SHENOY & SONS, Mangalore, South Kanara distriot.

SRINIVAS & C0., Kumbakonam, Tanjore district.

P N. SIVAN, P district.
& co,'

Pu.uruln kY district.

V. S. VaABAN & Co., Tlnnslvﬂ.l. Tirunelveli distriet.

IN OTHER STATES,

SpER ABHIRAVA VAIDYA SHARADA BOOK DEPoT, Bangalore-2.

THE BANGALOBE BOOK CENTRE, Bangalore-2.

THE STANDARD BOOK DEpoT, Bangalore-2,

HAR! GOVIND BOOK STALL, Baroda.

NEW Book COMPANY, Bombay.

THE PoPULAR BOOK DEPOT, Lamington Road, Bombay-7.

8. V. Kamar, Kumta (North Kanara).

THE BOOK COMPANY, Calcutta. "

THACKER SPINK & Co., Calcutta.

CHAROTAR BOOE STALL, Anand (Gujerat).
© Book Dapor, Lallaguda P.0,, Hyderabad

OSMANIA
(Deccan).

8. M. JAGANATHAN, Nagercoll.

JAIN BOOK AGENOY, New Delhl.

INTRRNATIONAL BOOK SERVICOR, Poona

TNTERNATIONAL Boox HOUSE, Trivandrum.



